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Philofophical Differtation^ 

ON THE 

EGYPTIANS AND CHINESE. 



SECT. VI. 

• STATE OF ARCHITECTURE AMONG THOSE PEOPLE. 

THE principal works erefted by the Egyptians 
and Chinefe are confidered here for the folc 
purpofe of difplaying the effential difference of 
genius in the two nations. We do not therefore 
pretend to fpeak of the principles and rules of ar- 
^hitefture; for, however this may be the duty of 
the iartift, it is not the objeft of the philofopher, 
• ' After having examined fome monuments in a ge* 
»eral way, we propofe to defcribe more particularly 
the Great Wall, by which Egypt was b<)unded to 
the eaft. That no perfc5n may be tempted to fufpe£l 
A connexion between this rampart and that of China, 
Krc (hall point out an aftonifhing number df others, 
m the furface of the ancient continent. Some of 
?jfliefe were fo vei;y extenfive, that, if placed toge- 
i36er in a ftraight line, beginning at . the firft me« 
Jidian, and following the direction of the equator, 
* VOL. 11. B they 
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s PHILOSOPHICAL DISSERTATIONS 

they would nearly have divided the whole of our 
hemifphere. It is very^ remarkable, that the inha- 
bitants 6f fo many regions, on three parts of our 
globe, have endeavoured to fortify themfelves in 
this manner, chiefly againft the Tartars and Arabs : 
but no appearances of any fuch works have ever 
been difcovered in America* 

Any Chinefe at this day would be much afto- 
nifhed to fee the obeliflcs of Alexandria, or the 
Matary, and ftill more thofe pyramids, ranged to 
the weft of the Nile, from Hauara to Gizeh. So 
far from finding monuments of that kind in China, 
no perfon there ever heard them even mentioned. 
The emperor Kien-longy of the dynafty of DaJ- 
dziriy who fat on the throne when this book was 
written, might perhaps have pofleffed fome paint- 
ings lefs defedive than thof^ feen in that country 
until the year one thoufand feven hundred and 
thirty : but not one of his houfes. exhibited a fingle 
fine column. The princes, who preceded him fince 
Toy if ever fuch a perfon exifted, employed no 
other than wooden pillars, deftitute of all fixed pro- 
portions, in their palaces, pagodas, and tombs. 

Thus we 'find the charafteriftic of Chinefe ar- 
chitedure to be diametrically oppofite to that of the 
Egyptians, which tended to render indeftrudible, 
what in the former was not only fragile, but like- 
wife very inflammable, from the varnifh, as well as 
the mixture of lime, tow, and paper, with which 
they fill up the cavities of the wood, when any 

are 
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ON THE EGYPTIANS AND CHINESE. ^ 

fcre found on the pillars^ or the expofed parts of 
the entablature. The town of Nankin having once 
caught fire, all attempts to extinguifh it were ufe- 
lefs. Not one houfe could be faved ; and three days 
after the conflagration, the whole diftrid did not 
difcover even the ruins of a habitation. The town 
of Thebes, on the contrat-y, although facked ^i\d 
fet on fire fd many times fince Cambyfcs, prefents 
ftill confiderable veftiges, of which fome drawings 
and infcripdons have been given both by Pococke 
and Norden* It is believed that the great temple 
of Thebes may be expedled to remain longer than 
any of the palaces ere^ed in the prefent day j 
and the boafted cupola of Saint Peter's church in 
particular appears little calculated for durability. 

Knowing the vanity of the Chinefe, and their 
addiction to hiftorical falfehood, we fhould reduce 
to its jufl value what they relate of thofe marvellous 
edifices, conftrufted by their firft emperors. Some, 
like the pretended caftle of the emprefs Ta-kiuy 
never exifted ; and the fabulous defcription of that 
building has been invented by writers, who had no 
idea whatever of architefture. Such muft we 
confider them, when they venture to affirm, that 
it was built of red marble inclining to a rofe-colour ; 
that the light entered there, as into one of the 
apartments in the golden houfe of Nero ; that the 
doors were of jafper ; and that the height of the 
caille was two thoufand feet. Other boafted far 
brics, like the tomb of Schi-chuan-di^ were qon- 
^ . B 2 ftrucled 
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ftruSed entirely of wood ; and the reader marf 
judge ptefently^ what grofs exaggctations, have 
been publifhed concerning that edifice, of which 
not even a ruin now remains. 

It is impoffible to reflefl:^ without fmiling, <m 
the fimplicity or folly of the Chinefe, who point 
out in the province of Chen-fi the fepvdchre <rf 
FchhL Father Du Halde obferves ferioufly, that 
If this monument be really authentic, it is more 
imcient t^an all thofe on our continent *. But this 
{)iece of antiquity cannot be compared to the 
Pike of Adamm the ifland of .Ceylon, where traces 
are pretended to be found of Piromi the firft of 
mortals* Such puerile traditions, it is eafy to con- 
ceive, can only be reliflied among unenlightened 
nations, where hiftorical criticifm being entirely 
tmknowti, the ignorant regale each other with 
fables. As the lettered there know that their 
country ^as peopled by colonies from the heights 
of Tartary, they have fuppofed the tomb of their 
founder Fo-hi to be fituated nearly in the thirty- 
fifth degree of north latitude, and the hundred 
and twehty-fecond of longitude. This correfponds 
with the pofition of the town of Kong-iehang^ ixk 
,the province of Chen-Ji. 

The Chinefe never knew the method of creding 
ftone buildings of two or three (lories ; and they 
are not inclined even to attempt any thing of the 
kind with timber. Thus all the towns of that 

• Defcription of China, vol. i. 

. . country 
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country require three times more fpace than ex^ 
paiiency would admit ; efpecially as agricul- 
ture is in full force only in their neighbourhood, 
Mr. Le Poivre fays, that in China the foil is fpared 
^ven in conftruaing pleafure-houfes ; and the great 
rrads, he adds^ are nothmg more than paths * : but 
furely it muft be admitted, that this writer has 
been extravagantly enthufiaftic with regard to th^ 
Chinefe. The villa, • ereded by the emperor 
Can-hi merely through caprice, covered more fur- 
face than any of our third-rate towns ; and every 
perfon knows, that the road leading to Pekin is one 
hufidred and twenty feet bro^. In the fouthern pro* 
vinces, where neither carriages nor any beads of bur* 
den are employed, becaufe every thing is conveyed by 
canals, the highways do not require to be very 
fpacious ; but we fhall fee prefently, that the in* 
tenor commerce of that country is not always car- 
ried on by water. 

Some travellers have fuggefted, that the Chinefe 
are led to prefer low houies through fear of earths 
quakes ; yet fuch difafters are lefs frequent with 
them than in the Molucca Iflands, and Japan, where 
they feem to be periodical. It is however very 
certain, that this precaution does not enable them 
to reiifl the flightefl fhocks ; and whole towjis are 
fometimes as~ completely deftroyed, as if they were 
fwept away by a, whirlwind. This fpeftacle pre- 
fented itfelf in the year ..one thoufand feven hundred 
asd nineteen at Junny^ and fbme other neighbour^ 

♦ Voyage 4*un Pkilpfophe. 

B 3 ing^ 
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ing places, >yhere not a fingle habitation was left 
ftanding *. In the reign of Tong-fchang^ father *to 
the prefent emperor, upwards of forty thoufand 
perfons were Cruflied to death in Pekin, although 
inhabiting dwellings little better than huts. Houfes 
might furely be conftmcted in fuch a manner as to 
fuffer little from earthquakes ; but of this the 
XUhinefe are altogether ignorant. They neither 
give fdidity to the foundations, nor fufficient 
thicknefs to the walls, which befides are never 
held together by joifls or braces; and therefore 
it is not aftonifhing, that they fhould be eafily 
Ihattercd to pieces. At one time, the fteeple of 
Nankin tumbled down under the weight of its 
bell. 

Architefture in China, like all the other arts, is 
reduced to praftice, inftead of niles. The trunk 
of a tree, called Nan-mou^ and not the palm, has 
ferved there as the model for the columns ; and al- 
though its fpecies is not exaftly known, it appears 
to belong to the clafs of larches, or firs. When 
the idea of the pillar was acquired, it might be 
fuppofed, that the proportion^ likewife would have' 
been afcertained ; and yet they were never reduced 
to fixed principles. Mr. Chambers, who meafured 
fome parts of a pagoda at Gtinton, fays that the 
height of the pillars was equal to from eight to 
twelve times their diameter | ; but this is not gencr 

rally 
» Bell of Antermony, vol. i. * 

t It is even pofliblc that Mr. Chambers had taken the dimen- 
fions of a pagoda itadto have been formerly a church belonging 

to 
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rally the cafe. They are in reality efteemed only 
for their great fize, when confifting of one fingle 
piece ; and this is confidered as a fpecies of luxury 
and magnificence. As trees with all the neceffa^y 
qualities cannot eafily be found, the private h©ufes 
are fupported by trunks, feldom exceeding thirteen 
or fourteen feet in height, from the root to that 
part where the diminution becomes very apparent. 
The Nan-mouy like firs in general, grows very 
lofty while young, and requires many years to at- 
tain much circumference. Thus the difficulty of 
procuring timber of fuch dimenfions muft have 
determined the Chinefe to prefer this tree to all 
others. In a pagoda near Nankin^ fome are now 
feen upwards of five feet in diameter : but thofe of 
the new palace at Pekin, rebuilt fince the. fire in the 
reign of Canhi^ do not exceed twp feet and ^ 
half. 

It is furprifing that the Chinefe, with fuch ideas, 
fhould never have attempted to work in ftone, efpe-r 
cially as their whole country abounds with quar* 
ries. Their edifices, deftitute of fynxpietry in thtf 
whole, or proportion among the component parts, 
are inferior even to thofe of the Perfians and 
Turks. They extend the frieze enormoufly, for 
the fole purpofe of difplaying a profufion of or*, 
naments, too whimfical to be defcribed. Among 
the E^ptians, that part feems to have been de*- 
ftincd chiefly to contain reprefentations of the f^^P'ed 

to the Jefuits. He was befides ignorant of a fa6l which fhaH be 
related hereafter. ' . 

B 4 animals. 
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animals. The Greeks therefore called it the Zo^^ 
phorus, and we fliould have , adopted that word, 
rather than the term frieze^ which is altogether 
barbarous. 

No particalaf place in the pagodas and palaces 
feems to have been allotted for the emblem of the 
dragon. It is feen every-where, even on the fum* 
mit and angles of the roof, producing the moft 
difagreeable efFeft poffible. The paflion of the 
Chinefe is unaccountable in multiplying copies of 
this hideous monfter, which refemblcs fometim^ 
a lizard of Iguan> and frequently a winged toad, 
with the tail of an elejftant. It might have been 
preferved on banners and liveries, as the prin* 
cipal piece of ancient arms ; and this would only 
be confornuble to the immutability of cuftoms in 
the Eaift. But the ufe made of it in atchitedure 
is not more reafonable than the invention of thofe 
¥Vrach artifts, who fculptured heads of cocks, and 
flowfcr-de-luces, on chapiters of tte Corinthiait 
otder. A more frigid allufion could not poflibly 
be ttmde to the name and emblem of their 
nation. 

The Chinefe conftru£k thdr edifices in inch a 
manner, that the principal walk fapport nothing, 
while the top refts immediately on wooden pillars. 
This defeSive mode was never adopted, as fome 
have believed, to prevent the progrefe of fire j and 
it has forced them to invent double, roofs, extend-p 
ing one below the other ; becaufe a feparate fhed 
is neceffary to proteft the walls. Solidity is every- 

where 
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wfiere neglefted, and without it architefture has 
no real beauty. The houfes, built along the rivdr 
Canton, have indeed fome works to raife them 
above the water j but in the interior provinces 
whole towns are erefted without any foundation. 
In fome of their lowers, the firft layer of bricks 
is not twenty-four inches below ground ; and con* 
fequently, as Father Trigault fays, they feldom 
remain Handing during a fingle century *. We 
muft however except the Van-ly-czin^ or Great 
Wall, which was conftrufted by feveral kings to- 
tally independent of the Chinefis emperors. Their 
inta-eft led them to make that work capable of 
refitting the efforts of an endmy ; otherwife the 
whole undertaking would have been abfurd. Yet 
the> parts, which do not reft on the folid rock^ 
or arc negleded for a fhort time, foon fall into 
ruins. The thicknefs of the pillars, ufed by the 
Chinefe through mere oftentatic»i, does not con^ 
tribute to the folidity of the building ; becaufe 
their pedeftals are not fecured in the earth. The 
bafis is nothing more than a fquare (lone, laid on 
the furface of the ground, with a flight excavation 
to contain the lower end c^ the column.; while 
the other is- united, without any fwdling, to what 
they may pretend to call the architrave. No cha- 
pter of any kind is ever employed by the Chinefe ; 
and this circumftance, as well as a thoufand others^ 
proves how much their manner of building diffiers 

• Ita raro unius facuR statem ferunt. Exped. apud Sin. 
lib. i. 

- from 
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from that of the Egyptians, whofe imagination 
was greatly exercifed in embellifliing that part of 
their columns. They did not confine themfelvcs 
entirely to the form defcribed by Athenaeus * ; for 
nine or ten diflferent kinds have been difcovered 
in the ruins of Thebais and the Delta. Finally, 
in a Chinefe pagoda we fee neither ranks of 
fphinxes, inclining walls, flat roofs, obelifks, crypts, 
fubterraneous vaults, nor any thing refembling 
an Egyptian temple. 

Many mlftakes feem to have been propagated 
with regard to the model adopted for the firft 
Egyptian houfes j but the Chinefe evidently imi^ . 
tated the form of their tents. From all that we 
ean learn of their primitive ftate, they were origin^ 
ally Nomades, or Scenites, like all the Tartars j 
and confequently encamped with their flocks, pre* 
vious to their fettlement in towns. This, without 
doubt, gave rife to the fingular conflirufkion of their 
prefent dwellings, where the roofs remain after 
the walls are thrown down, becaufe they have no 
connexion with the timber-work. An inelofure 
of mafonry. had been made in this manner round 
the tents, to contain the cattle ; and fuch was 
certainly the firft ftep, leading from a paftoral and 
wandering , life towards fixed habitations. No-» 
thing in h& can have more refemblance to an en-r 
campment than a Chinefe town, which, at foma 
diftance, is moftly concealed by the ramparts, be^t 

•• Lib. V, cap. 6, 

caufe 
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€aufe the houfes are all of one fingle ftory. Thus 
Mr. Bougainville, when fpeaking of an eftablifli- 
ment near Batavia, calls it the Chinefe Camp *. ' "> 

An hiftorlan, or rather a fabulift of China, 
called the Lo-plj fays that the firft habitations of 
his country refembled the nefts of birds. But 
this is an Oriental figure, and muft not confe- 
quently be underftood in a literal fenfe. It is not 
probable, that the C4hinefe ever lived among the 
boughs of trees, like thofe favages of South Ame- 
rica, who through ftiipidity and lazinefs did not 
clear the courfe of the rivers, which in fummer 
overflowed their banks between the tropics. Thus 
their only refuge for a part of the year was on 
the tops of trees, devouring, like monkeys and 
marmofeta, the fruit they found on the branches* 
By nefts of birds, the Lo-pi probably intended to 
fignify low round tents, madd like bee-hives, and 
ufed by the Tartars, who frequent Chamo and 
other fandy deferts. It would be inipofSble there 
to ufe wooden pins for pitching tents, like thofe 
now eriiployed by the Chinefe foldiers, which 
are almoft exaftly fimilar to thofe of our own 
armies f . 

It is difficult indeed to conceive, how the Abbe 
Barthelemy could affirm, that the edifices on the 
celebrated Paleftrina Mofaic refembled Chinefift 
houfes. That learned man muft have experienced 
fmgular illufions - in examining that monument j 

• Vpyage round tKe World, vol. li. 
f Military Art of the Chinefe. 

* and 
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mnd one example will be fuiEcient to give an idea 
of all the reft. He aflures us^ that, in the barks 
on the Nile, foine perfons are feqn .with round 
and pointed bonnets, like thofe worn in China at 
this day ; and thence he. concludes, that the Chine£^ 
were originally Egyptians *. But how could he 
not haVe perceived that this drefs was not ufed 
in China before the year one thoufand fix hundred 
and forty-four? It is really the Tartar hat, with 
which the people were forced to cover themfelves, 
when they received orders from their conquerors 
to cut off their long hair. Thus the pretended 
refemblances, imagined without refleftion or re- 
Jearchejs, between the Egyptians and Chinefc, 
vanifh like chimeras. We have feen nearly all the 
engraved copies extant of the Paleftrina Mofaicj 
and particularly that inferted by the Abbe Bar^ 
thdemy himfelf in the Menioifs rf the Academy of 
Inft^ipkns. Yet in none of thefe does it appear, 
that the barks ufed on the Nile, fo much talke4 
of by this author, have any more conformity with 
the boats of China than with the gondolas of 
Venice. The veffels of all nations, from the ca» 
noes of the Hurons to the galleys of the Mediter* 
ranean, feem to have had ndkrly the fame primitive 
form ; and we are juftified in afferting, that fuch 
circumftances cannot afcertain the hiftory of st 

* Explanation of the Paleftrina Mofaic. — The ancient 
Egyptians cut off their hair : the Chinefe, on the contrary,' 
difcovered the great^ft obllinacy in prefcrving it, a^ we have feen 
on the conqueit of the Tartars. 

^ r colony 
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Colony fent from Africa to the ertremity of 
Aiia. 

. Although the Chinefe are long acquainted with 
the art of making arches, they havefeldom pra£Ufed 
it in the conftrudion of their bridges. ITiat in 
the province of yun-nan confifts of nothing more 
than piles, placed at certain diflances, and joined 
by iron chains, along which the traveller paffes 
with terror. Men of any dexterity would furely 
never have executed a work of that nature. Inde- 
pendently of all other inconveniencies and dangers, 
the ruft, occafioned by fogs from the river, muft 
afFeft the metal, and make it liable to give way 
when leaft expefted. Father Parenin, in his letter, 
places this pretended- iron bridge in competition 
with all the great edifices of Egypt ; and fuch 
partiality in favor of the Chinefe is fo remarkable 
among all the writers of his order, that we read 
their accounts with continual diffidence. Many 
other bridges are feen in China, where, inftead of 
arches, flat flones are placed on pofts, erefted at 
fmall diftances. The great number of thefe fup« 
ports has been confidered by ignorant travellers 
as highly ornamental ; but the precaution is ab-. 
fblutely neceffary ; otherwife the crofs flones, whjit-- 
ever might be their thicknefs, would foon break 
in the tniddle. 

With regard to the famous flying bridge, fa 
much celebrated in Europe, and fo often repre-* 
fented by engravings, we are under the neceflitjt 
of declaring, that nothing, fuch as it is defcribed, 
«1 I ^ ^^^^ 
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ever*exifted* The author qf.the Continuation otf 
Rollings Hjftory feems to infinuate, that Father 
Kircher took the liberty of inventing - this flying 
bridge, in a work publifhed at Amfterdam, under 
the title of China Ulujirated. This Father Kircher, 
who is accufed of fo many things, had certainly 
very ftrange vifions, and much effrontery in pub- 
lifliing them ; but here we muft do him the jufticd 
to obferve, that he only fpoke, after the Atlas of 
Martini, as did alfo the anonymous compiler of 
the Wonders of Art and Nature *. The inventor 
of the flying bridge, however, wanted common 
fenfe } and it is not extraordinary that an able 
French architeft, named Boffrand, after examining . 
the dimenfions, declared them to be chimerical in 
all their points. It is eafy indeed to perceive at 
once, that no fuch bridge could be erefted by means 
of the Roman arch, or even of the Gothic, which 
is commonly employed in China. What has given 
rife among Europeans to fo many abfurd fables, 
but too grateful to the vanity of the Chinefe, is in 
ri^ality the produdion of a torrent. It opened a 
parage under rocks, which were probably fupported 
by a layer of earth, and in that manner produced 
a phenomenon not , unexampled among the Alps- 
All the bridges conftrufted by the Chinefe are ex- 
ceedingly whimfical j and even when compofed of 
arches, they want ftrength, as Father Du Halde 
obferves, to fupport loaded carriages : but as they 
form a very acute angle at the fummit, no danger 

• Artificia Hoxninum et Miranda Naturae in Sina^ 

i is 
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18 to be apprehended firom any thing oY that kind ; 
for even ti-avellers have to pafs them by flairs. ^ 
When the Chinefe are alked why fo much elevation 
is given to the centre arch ; they fay it muft be 
fo, in order that the barks may pafs without inter- 
ruption. Inftead of incurring fo much danger, it 
would furely be better to make the veffels lower 
their mafts^ which is no difficult operation on 
fmall rivers. 

An obfervation of the utmoft confequence, and 
fufficient to undeceive us for ever with regard to 
what the Chinefe hiftorians relate of the flouriihing 
ftate of their country under the ancient emperors, 
concerns the Tu-ho or Royal Canal. That work, 
truly worthy of admiration, has been executed by 
very Ikilful artifts, who underftood levelling per- 
feftly ; and the me.chanifm of the locks they con* 
ilrndted- is as fimple as ' the effect is aflonifliing. 
Almoft the whole interior commerce of the country 
is carried on by this navigation, which opens a » 
communication with the fouthern provinces and 
thofe of Pe-tcheli and Kian-nan^ without any of the 
dangers attending fea voyages. Thus it is impoflible 
that, previous to its being opened, the inland trade 
could ever have had great aftivity. Readers, who 
poffefs any fhare of penetration, will eafily conceive 
what fhould be inferred here, and therefore we- 
fhall not infifl further on this peint. But it muft 
not be imagined, that the Royal Canal was made 
by the Chinefe ; for their architefts were incapable 
of undertaking any thing of the kind. That 

afloniflnnj; 
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aftonifliing bed, by which the rivers flow* into the 
lakes, and the lakes into the rivers, without their 
being liable either to dry up or overflow, was dug 
by the Mogul Tartars* It extends for more than 
fix hundred leagues ; and affords a navigation from 
one extremity of the empire to the other. 

The conqueror Koublaiy whofe name' can never 
peri(h, was a well-informed prince, and a lover of 
the arts. He invited into China many learned 
Perfians, Arabs, and Lamas, particularly aftro- 
nomers, geographers, and architefts. The firft 
were employed in compofing almanacs ; the fecond 
made obfervations as far north as • the fifty-fifth 
degree, and fouth to the fixteenth, ' taking the al- 
titude of different parts of China, Gorea, Tartary, 
and Tonquin: the third clafs began to make the 
great canal, about the year one thoufand twp hun- 
dred and eighty of our era ; and fince that epoch, 
the appearance of China has changed en^rely. 
The fea formerly fwallowed up three-fourths of the 
▼eflels which attempted to pafs Li-ariipOy in their 
paflage into the gulph of Nankin. At length the 
Moguls, fhocked at fo many ihipwrecks, took com- 
paflion on the Chinefe, who navigated fo badly on 
the ocean, and had not fuflicient induftry to open 
a way' acrofs the continent. Not a fingle veflel is 
fiotv loft in paffing the locks, and they continue to 
be kept in perfect repair by the vigilance of the 
Mandhui Tartars. Had thefe conquerors not ap- 
peared, it is probable that the Chinefe would have 
fuflfered this work, abeady much decayed in one 

thoufand 
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^Uiand fix kiin'd!red and f6rty, to fall .entirely into 
tuins ; and then the coumty maft have b^en re^ 
daced to it« former iniferabie ftatev 

AM the trenches foi- watering th^ fields, and thd 
hilmelfous erofs can^ .which oomttiunicate with thi 
Tu'hoj Were likewife formed by the tare of Kaublai-^ 
Kan ; who befides opened all fouthetn China to 
foreigri traders. It was in llis reign that fliip^. 
were feed there For the firfl: time from Malabar^ 
Sumatt-a, and Ceylon^ By thde means the pro- 
vinces began to breathe, after having been ex- 
iiaufted by the r^^atjoufnefs df the Chiilefe officers^ 
Whd required as many conlribUtions in their own 
country, as if they had entet^ed thel-e as conquerors ; 
and, pillaged in turn by viftorious enemies, they 
Were loft to every ftnfe of ftiatne ot honor. KUiblah^ 
to prevent foch diforders, augmented the pay o^ 
the anfty, which under the ancient government had 
been badly maintained, and did riot indeed deferve 
better treatment* After fach fads, the Chinefe 
tnuft be confidered as guilty of the bafeft irigra^^ 
titude, when they endeavour to blacken the memory 
of that priince% They blame hipi for having con-? 
-fided in men- from the weft^ although thefe were 
the geogt-aphers arid architefts emplbyed in con^ 
ftrufting works, which would do honor to th^ 
greateft monarchs* ^He was reproached befides with 
loving women, and being attached to the Dalai* 
i.ama. Yet all the emperors of China, prior to 
his arrival) had feraglios containing three . or four 
hundred concubines, guarded by twelve or thir* 

vol- \u e teen 
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teen thoufand eunuchs. The Dalai-Lama was tll^ 
legitimate pontiflF of the religion profeffed by 
Koublai-Kan; and in the midft of his glory, and 
through a lohg courfe of profperity, h6 never for- 
got that the conqueror and thp humbleft flave were 
equally in the hands of the Omnipotent. But al- 
though firmly devoted to the worfhip of his ancef- 
tors, he never perfecuted the conquered for any 
of their filly opinions ; and his condufk in this 
point was very different from that of Alexander. 
The Perfian Magi were continually tormented by 
the Macedonian, and they could not entirely pre- 
ferve the facred books of Zend from his fanaticifm. 

The Arabs, who travelled in China in the eighth 
century, found that country fubjefted to eunuchs^ 
and peopled in fome places by anthropophagi *. 
Various conjedures have been made on this report ; 
and many tend to difpute its authenticity. Yet 
the government of that clafs of men is an un- 
doubted fad ; and the appearance of China has 
certainly undergone a great change fmce that pe- 
riod. The revolution in commerce and agricultufe 
did not take place until the reign of Koublai-Kariy 
the founder of the twentieth dynafty. Then, like- 
wife, whatever Father Goubil may fay to the con- 
trary, aftronomy was fir ft introduced there :■ but 
the knowledge, brought thither by the Arabs, Per- 
fians, and learned men of Balk and Samarcand 
who followed the Moguls, was loft a fecond time 

* .Ancient Relation of India and China; publlHied by the Abbe 
Rcnaudot. 

at 
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it the extinftibn of the twentieth dyhafty. Of. 
this we have a proof in an edift of the firft Man- 
dhui etaperor, publiflied in one thoufand fix hun- 
dred and fifty : it fets forth, that ever fmce the 
expulfion of the Moguls, the Ghinefe were inca- 
pable of making an exad almanac ; that their er- 
rors, augmenting every year, became a difgrace to 
the conquerors, as well as to the people of the 
country ; and therefore it was neceiiary to abandoi\ 
the pretended tribunal of mathematics to Euro- 
peans. They are ftill in poffeffion of that office ; 
and in cafe of their being removed, the firft ca- 
lendar compofed by the Ghinefe would be grofsly 
erroneous ; for as long as they preferve their lan- 
guage and manner of writing, it is impoffible for 
them to make much progrefs in any of the fciences. 
Some hiftorians wifh to perfuade us that ob- 
fervatories are now feen in China, which were built 
three thoufand years ago, although no monument, 
we may aver, in that country can reafonably be fup- 
pofed to approjfcch fo great antiquity. The only build- 
ing of the kind, known to us, is at Pekin, and that 
town was founded by Koublai-Kan in the year one 
thoufand two hundred and fixty-feven *. The ob- 
fervatory- muft therefore have been ereded pofterior 
to the conqueft of the Mogul Tartars, who, as 
we have obferved, changed the face of the whole 
empire. With regard to fome inftruments, difco- 
vered on a mountain near Nankin, they were cer- 

• The part of Pekin called the Chtnefc Town was not built 
until the year 1644. 

c a tainly 
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Ukily made in the year one thoufand three hiincff ttf 
and forty-nine. 

The foHowing obfefvatioft nmfl appear decifive 
on this point : the latitude of Pekin is 39 degfees^ 
SS minutes, and 15 feconds, which is rather more than 
ki the map dFIVAnvrile ; that of Nankin is 32 degrees, 
4 minutes, and 3 fccendt. Yet the dials aftid other 
inftrir^ttents, employed at thofe two places, were 
made to tflfwer fomewhat beyond the thirty-fixtJt 
degree, and confeqnently all tke ebfeTTations taken 
by the Chinelfe were errofieous# 

Having reflet^ed oi» this fii^^uferity, which w> 
perfon had ever estpIaJned, rt appeared to me s* 
laft, that the inftruments trfed by the Chinefe muft 
have been copied fix)m thofc adapted to the fchooh 
of jSalk^ That town ia fituated about thirty minutes 
beyond the thirty-fixth degree ^^ in tl*e ancient 
Baatiana, where the fciettce* began to be cultivated 
by the Gredcs, who^ having obtained the govern- 
ment of that country under the fucceffors of Alex- 
ander, rendered themfelVca independent, and fotmed 
an dfripire extendmg as far as India f# 

Inftruments, calctrlated for the latitude of Balky 
ftiuft thisrefore have beeft broi^ght to Chin* itk th^ 
tinie of the Moguls j and fu€ii is the origin of the 
«rofl: abfurd error ever adopted in any country. M 

* In D'AnviUe's great map of Afia, Baii is (bmewhat more 
to the north : tut an Arab named JSbcrhSaU h^is placed it in 3 j 
degrees and 54 minutes. 

f Bayer, Hlfloria Rcgni Cr«eorum BaStiani.; and a raem9iir 
•f Mr. de GuigiiC8* 

the 
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^bc arrival ef tb^ Jduiis, the Chinefe m^dntame^ 
that all the town^ of China were fituated in the 
thirty-fixth degree* Tbis is acknowledged even by 
Father Kircher, who adds, that 4hey had no idea 
whatever oTloagitude*. Thus th^ muft be al- 
lowed to have been as ignorant of the hiftory of the 
earth, which tliey fuppofed to bfi fquar^, a$ of the 
&j^ where they believed the i)lanets to be equally 
^tevated with the ftars. 

It muft be confe&d that the Romans^ for (otm 
time, did really u£e a folar dial, formed §gt the lati-» 
<ude of, Catania, without perceiving their ^ error* 
Rome however had soot then been built more than three 
hundred and four yc^ ; and that lerm is very in- 
ftifficie»t for any nation to arquire ev^oi the firft prin-r 
ciples of uftronomy. But when the Chinefe fdl 
into fuch abfurdiiies^ they had already exiited as a 
nation, according to their authentic annals, during 
more than three thoufand ymrs* 

As to the obfervatory of the province of Ik-Ttan^ 
it deferves to be placed, with the fabulous palace of 
the emprefs Ta^kia^ among the edifices which never 
exifted. Father Martini is the only perfon who af- 
ferts that the town of Teng-fsfig-him contains a pro- 
digious rule .of brafs^ placed perpendicularly on a 
plate of the fame metal ; and Jie then proceeds to 
fpeak of a tower, built near three thoufjyad years 
ago, where the pretended Chinefe aftrc^omer Tch^u^ 
Kong obferved the movements of the heavenly 
bodies. This huge rule and pljtte of brafe have 

♦ Chioa Ifluftrata, p. 102. in folio. • 

c 3 been 
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been changed by Father du Halde into a limple m- 
ftrument, and Mr. Boyfen, when fpcaking of the 
town of Teng-fong-hieriy mentions nothing more 
than the tower. Thus we find the obfervatory dif. 
appears entirely, except a few heaps of ftones, which 
are fuppofed to have belonged to fomeihing of th^ 
kind : but if the learned of Europe had an oppor- 
tunity of vifiting the fpot, they might be at a loft 
to find thofe ruins, as well as the extraordinary 
things introduced by Father Martini to embeilifh hig 
took. ' The whole work, indeed, is fo fiiamefully 
incorreft, that it might with more propriety be called 
a colleftion of common reports than an Atlas. 
- If China contained any monuments of great an* 
tiquity, we might exped to find them among the 
tombs of the emperors. But being all formed of 
wood, they have difappeared entirely, either from 
the eflfeds of time, humidity, or fire. It is cuf- 
tomary to have them furrounded with thick forefts 
of cypreffes, oir thofe firs called by Mr. Ofbeck 
abies Sinenfis, which are devoted to the flames by 
the peoJ)le, whenever they become difcontented with 
the reigning dynafty. Befides, when the robbers 
grow powerful, and Ipread themfelves over the can- 
tons, where any imperial tombs are found, they pil- 
lage them fo completely, that ^ven the roofs are not 
left ftanding. The hiftory ef China frequently men- 
tions fuch difafters, which cannot be avoided, be- 
caufe the Miaoy if formed in the midft of towns, 
would foon transform them into burying-grounds. 
The princes, the governors, and the great manda- 
rines, 
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lines, muft have their places of fepulture fliaded with 
trees, planted in quincunx to a very great diftance, 
and much foil fit for culture has been wafted, to 
gratify this obftinacy* 

An Egyptian law, preferved by Plato, declares 
that no perfon fliould be buried on any fpot capable 
of producing a tree. We know to a certainty, that 
the Pharaohs, even, to the dynafty of the Saitae, 
conformed themfelves to this wife regulation;, for 
not. even a (hrub could be planted either in the en- 
^rons of the pyramids, or around the royal fepul- 
chres of Thebes. But this is not the only circum- 
ftance, in 'v^hich the two nations differ with regard 
to their funeral ceremonies ; for in general they are 
void of every kind of analogy. 

However defirous we may be of knowing the fpe- 
ties of architedure, and tafte of ornaments, exhi- 
bited on the tombs of the Chinefe emperors, yet 
unfortunately no fuch information is to be ex- 
pected from the accounts of the Jefults. All 
they have written on that fubjeft can be con- 
fidered only as a colledlion of fiSions ; and to prove 
this, we fliall, however unwillingly, infert here the 
defcription given by Father du Halde of the pre« 
tended tomb of Schuchuan-di i 

This prince^ fays he, chofe for his fepulchre 'the 

mount Ly. He caufed it to be hollowed outy as one may 

fay^ even to the centre of the earth. Above^ he erected 

a maufolaum^ which refembled a mountain^ five hun-- 

dred feet high^ and at leafl half a league in circum^ 

ference. In the middle was a rich coffin ; and around 

c 4 ^ // 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J^v;^V^ 



24 PHILOSOPHtCAL DISSEftTATWNS 

// were lamps and fiambeauxy kepi burning with btmat^ 
fat. Within the iomb^ on one ftde^ appea^red a vqfb 
lake of quickfther^ on u*hich were feen mafiy birds of 
^old and filver : while the other fid^ exhibited a CQn^ 
plcie afcrtment f furniture and arms. Thoufands of 
precious Jewels ijQre firewed here and there. It 
had cofl not only immenfe fums of monej^ but^ 
Hkewife the fives of many perfons ; for beftdes the 
fcrvanfs ^of the palace^ who fuffercd deaths upwards 

often thoufand workmen were buried there alive 

All at once the people^ who could no longer fupport 
fhe yoksy few to arms, Hang-fi d$moHJhed the vaji 
inclofures. The coffin fl'dl rem^iined ; untit a Jloeph^rdi 
it is faid^ when looking for a fir ay Jlyeep in the midjh 
of the ruins ^ let fall fom^ /parks of fire which com 
fumed them (iltogether *, 

Such a defcriptipn does not d^ferve to be fevercty 
criticifed, b^aufe whoever reads it with the finallefl[ 
f ef?e£Hon muft be fqfficiently difgufted. Tbofe lamps 
^\th human greafe, and birds of gold fwimmiiig on 
inercury within a tomb^ are fqch chiWifh prodigieSj^ 
xhixx. our mo(t wretched Writers of romance woul4 
fcarctly infert them among fairy-tales, Father du 
Halde might furely have exaggerated, in a far morp 
ingenious manner, concerning China, - 

Through this cloud of fables, however, we -dif- 
tovef two certain fatts : in the (irft place, the tomb 
muft have beert wood, from its being deftroyed by 
fire ; and we perceive likewife that unfortunate 
VT^'tches were flaughtered on fuch o.ccafions. 

^ pefcripuan of Qhina, vol, ii, 
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The emperor Scbi-cbuaiudi defended from a 
Cfeinefe fepfiily of 9lw, and bsrted the Tartars, with 
\^hom he was frequently at wat. Thus, it could not 
be from them, that he had boriowed the cuftom of 
Immobting human vi£lims ; but be found it already 
ellabliihed in China, where it is continued at tbo 
prefent day- Even the Jeftdts authorife us to enters 
tain great and melancholy iiifpiciotis on that head, 
when they fay that the empetor Ccm-bi made a la# 
to prevent the pradice of fecrificing ilaves at the dc* 
ceafe of princes of the blood ) and yet, fome timf 
after, women were ftrangled at the obfequies of To* 
vangj brother to the emperor Can-hu This execu* 
tion is fo recent, that living witaefies of the f^ 
might now be found at Pckiu. Confida-ing the ob» 
ftinacy of the Ghingfe in perfifting to deftroy their 
children with ^ brutjil ferodfy fo well known, it i| 
certainly not v^ry ^ftonifliing to find them continue 
ing to immolate human vi^ms^ Unenlightened as 
they are by philofophy, it is as difficult for them to 
Tiiake any progrefs in morality, as in the arts an4 
fciences. At the funerals of private people, ftat^es 
pf paper, reprefenting male s^nd female fervants, are 
always thrown into the fire ; and we luay prefume^^ 
that this ceremony was invented by poor people, wh0 
had no ilaves to facrifice at their intetments. Indee4 
we can eafily conceive that few, except the emperoi^ 
;md princes, were m a fituation to make fuch cofUy 
offerings. Mi*, le Qentil obferves on this occafi<)nt 
IP his Voyage round the Worlds that a great mixture 
of Indian cufloms is perceptible at th^ funerals of 
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the Chinefe, In fact their religion is a chaos of prao 
tices, adopted partly from the Indians, an4 ftiU more 
perhaps from the Scythians, who, according to Hero 
dotus, always interred fome flaves and concubinea 
with the corpfe of their fovereign. This is very 
conformable to the dreadful fcenes exhibited under 
Can-hi at the obfequies of Ta-vang« 
. The paiHon of the Chinefe for the number nine 
mud likewife be counted among the fuperftitions 
they have in common with the Tartars. Many 
fteeples, or towers of nine ftories, are feen through- 
out the whole country, merely from a whimfical in- 
clination for this number. The fame circumftance 
gives rife to the humiliating ceremony of bowing 
nine times, on approaching the throne of the em- 
perors of China ; and we learn from the hiftory of 
Gengis'Kojiy that it was likewife eftablifhed at the 
court of that prince *, 

Among all the towers of nine ftories in China, 
not one is built of porcelain, as fome amplifiers have 
afferted in their relations. What gave rife to this 
fable is a fteeple in the neighbourhood of Nankin, 
in erecUng which the Tartars employed bricks of a 
quality rather better than ordinary, and impreffed 
with figures by means of moulds. Father du Halde, 
lifter giving a kind of defcription of this building, 
which he embelliflies as much as pofiible, by adopt<> 
ing the ftyle of Father le Comte, finiflies with thefe 
f xprefSons : This^ fays he, is what the Chinefe call 
the Porcelain Tower j although perhaps fome of our 

f Petit dc h, Croix, Hift. de Gengis-kan. 

Europeans 
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Europeans might qffe6l to Jiyle it the Tower of Brick *• 
Thofe, who give it that name, are furdy far irom 
being blamcable ; for not a fingle piece of any thing 
like porcelain can be found in the whole edifice. 
- This tower i$ remarkable for a degree of folidity, 
very uncommon in, the buildings of that country j 
and, in faft, it was not conftrufted by the Chinefc, 
but by Kaublai-Kahy in commemoration of his con- 
queft* On this account it has always been refpefted 
by the Mandhuis, while many others in the vicinity 
of Nankin were pillaged aftd deftroyed, when that 
town was taken. Even the Tartars • themfelves, aU 
though defirous of prefer ving more fevere difcipUne, 
could not then reftrain their vidorious troops ; who, 
as the Chinofe pretend, among other excefles le- 
velled the royal fepulchres and fet fire to the facred 
groves. Anciently, indeed, prodigious trafts planted 
iwth cyprefles, ferved there as an inclofure to fome 
wooden edifices^ But it cannot be confidered as a 
great misfortune, that fuch forefts, equally ufelefe 
both to gods and men, fhould be reduced to afhes^ 
that the foil, as is now really the cafe, might ferve 
lor tillage. NieuhofF, who vifited Nankin foon after 
this event, found tranquillity already re-eftablifhed in 
that town. "W^e muft therefore confider as fabulous 
^hat Father le Comte has related of tlie Tartars 
Jtaving carried all the Chinefe women to market in 
facks ; where he pretends they were fold, without 
diftin^Uon of age or rank,- to the higheft bidders. 
He even adds,, that thofe, who perceived any figns 

♦ Dfcfcription of China, vol. ii, . 

of 
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pf dKfepitude on the unfortunate bangs they ba4 
ptirchafed In thie manner, threw them without 
mercy into the river. This ftory feetns to be founde4 
folely on the cuftom of the Tartars, when thi^y gain 
a battte, of cutting off the ears of the dead, and 
filling nino fiucks. We know how often they prac^ 
tifed the fwne thing in Pol^ind ; as well as in Bo^ 
}ieinia> M the defeat of the duke Henry, near Lig» 
Aitt, in the year o^e tboufand two hundred an4 
fbrty-tyo* Sohihb corps of Eleuths ^d Calmuca 
having been vanqulfced by the emperor of China in 
iDtve thoafand dx hundred and ninety ^fi^^i he ordered 
their long hair to b^ cut off, a»d froll^jjd likewifi) 
jixto nina facks. 

The Brick*Tower of nine ftorie?, concerning 
'*hich,we have already fppken, is garniflied on th^ 
outfide, like many others, with rows of fmall bells> 
imd the noi£^ they produce, when ihsdcen by tb# 
^ind, is very difagreeabk. jSome have pretended 
that thefe chimes r^fembled what was feen on an 
Etrufcan monument fomewhere near Cl^fium ; and 
^eEtrufcans, they add, were clofely connefted with 
the Egyptians, whofe works they copied continually, 
put w? flipuld obferve, that Pliny gives us very 
plainly t6 underftand, that the monument of Clufium 
iwver exifted. We are therefore at a Iqfs to know 
whether Varro amufed himfelf with inventing this 
fabk, or had really extrafted what he relates from 
fome d>fcur« ronunce ♦, The idea of any great 

*• Hiny apptarMJo infinuate that the defciiption of the monu-r 
«ncnt of Clufium was tjkei^ frqm ^at CQUcftion of fables which h? 
, ^»lls fahul^ fltrujfia^ 

int^^ 
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h^ercourfe between the Egyptians and Etfirfclaiif 
feems to be founded entirely on a paflage of Strabcf^ 
feadly ifttefpreted) added to the opinion of fome mo- 
dern Italians. The Abbe Wlnckeknan could not 4i^ 
€ovef any fefemblance whatever in the monuments of 
thofe two nations, who, according to all appear- 
Mces, were as little connet^ed as the Laplanders and 
the Spaniards. 

lite Chinefe, pcrfuadcd that nothing in architect 
tare can be more magnificent than their tower of 
nine ftoties, are conftantly fegrming models of faclt 
byilding about two feet high, and covered with mo. 
thcr of pearL They endeavour to difpofe of fuch 
baubles to European merchants, tjJdng care to ad4 
a qettain number of thofe fmall ftatues, called idofe 
by the miffionaries^ but known to ns by the name ^ 
Chinefe figure. They are certainly intended to repre- 
fent tutelary genii, and locai divinities ; for thenume* 
rous fteeples, concerning which travellers have pro-' 
pofed fo many conjedures, can he nothing but page* 
das. Thence ihe alami is fpread, in cafe of fire, and on 
thefe th^ hour§ are indicated by fand-glaffes, which 
are however far from being exaft Prior to the 
yearone thoufa^ five hundred and fixty, not one 
good fim-dial could be found in all China : neither 
were any of the lettered thefe acquainted w?th the 
firft principles of gnomonics, or capable, fays Father 
Greflon, of calculating a meridian fliade. 
• With regard to the Pauiet>u, generally believed to 
be triumphal arches, not one of them approaches? 
what we call the New Gothic j and the greater f)aft, 

a» 
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as Father le Comte ackilowledges, do not defervtf 
confideration *. Yet the pafEon of the Chinefe for 
thofe buildings is very great i and the fmaUeft town! 
vafte much timber in that ivay, which would be 
much better employed in conftrufling huts for thofe 
miferable Troglodytes, concerning whom we fliall 
have occafion to fpeak hereafter. It is neceflary to 
remark, that this was far from being the tafte of the 
Egyptians, who never had even a veftige of any tri- 
umphal arch, until after the conqueft of the Greeks, 
or rather of the Romans* What is feen in the en-r 
virons of Enfeney or j^niinoopolis^ is a work of the 
emperor Adrian j and to me it appears to be no- 
thing more than a portico* 

Among the Pai-leou of China, none can be con- 
fidered, either from their ftrufture or charaders, as 
very ancient j and Father du Halde confiders the in-^ 
fcription on the bra^Sen column, ere£ted, according 
to him, about the year fifty of our era, as furpaffing 
in antiquity all other monuments of the empire f . 
But that pillar, fuppofed to be feen on the frontiers 
of Tonquin, appears very fufpicious : no traveller 
can fay any thing with certainty further than that 
t^e Tonquinefe have covered it, as we are told, with 
a heap of ftones ; and confequently indeed not much 
is to be feen. Befides, when we attend to that long 
fucceffion of ages mentioned by all the chronicles of 
China, it muft be allowed, that an infcription of 
one thoufand feven hundred years is very modern^ 

• New Memoirs on China, letter liu 
t Dcfcription of China, vol. L 
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No circumftance has enabled us to form -aiiy jndg^* 
menc on fome charaders, faid to be found on the 
Van-ly-czin ; but if they have not been added, whenr 
the wall received fome repairs, we muft confider 
them as more ancient than the column of brafiw 
- Great fimplicity prevails in the interior of the 
Chinefe houfes, as well as throughout the other 
defpotic ftates of Afia ; where the poverty of the 
people and continual diftrufts prevent the acquifition 
of much furniture. Riches are there buried in the 
earth, rather than expofed to fuch rifks j and the 
fame utenfils are employed td various purpofes* 
Yet neither in Turkey, nor Perfia, are fuch miferablc 
families to be found as in China, where they are 
deftitute of all the conveniencies of life, Exclufive 
of thofe, who in the fouthern provinces live entirely 
onfifli, and remain conftantlyin their barks without, 
clothes of any kind, many have nothing more than 
holes in the earth for their habitation. Thirty 
lys from Ho-lou after having paffed Tchang^nan^ 
fays Father Fontaney, whole families of Chi-^ 
nefe are feen living in grottos ; for China alfo, he 
adds, has its Troglodytes *. Not far beyond the 
town of Ping'tengj great niimbers inhabit caverns 
ten or twelve feet broad and twenty Ipng, one of 
which frequently contains feveral families. 

It is credible that thefe Troglodytes, rendered at 
times defperate by this mifery, affociate with the rob- 
bers and certain , bands of men who wander with 
fome few flocks in the interior provinces, where no ' 

* Journal of Travels ftom Pchtn to /Ctanj^Ui^ou* 

fi^ns 
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^gDi ilpi>ear of agricukure^ Tiieir mode df living 
may be rendered more evident by the eKainpleof 
tiiofe Nomades in S|^n^ who ivander with their cat* 
tlefirom Lerida in Catalonia to the very plains of An^ 
dalufia,, Dvidiout finding the fmalleft ob(lru£H<m in dl 
that {prodigious diftance. It is eafy to conceive, that, 
ki a ^elLcultivated country, this could not be per* 
initted, and that iuch flocks muft feed only on delisted 
fields or barren lands, vfhere no perfon is iiiterdled 
to have the limits afcertained* In the vafl Jblitudes 
of C3ima^ and even in thofe of Tai-tary, the monks 
of ibm^ temples and bon^eries have fontied com- 
modious dwellings, and admit^ble gardeits watered 
by rivulets, which aa-^ condt^edL ftH!>m the niountams 
in al'tifickl cascades. Thefe Wmits, Who are no^ 
thing better than thofe of Eutope, could not flcep 
one night at their «afe; if the bianfiitti of CWna were 
iefe rrfigious : but they relptfCi the pagddas, or pil- 
lage them only in the greateft extremityk It is bc- 
fidespoffibk, that the holy men, Who inhabit them^ 
being in correfpondcnce with the robbers, affift 
in concealing their plunder. In this Kkewifearc* 
femblance is found with the inonafteries in the de- 
ferts of Spain c^nd Portugal j and we may therefore 
pronounce woe to that countiy, which contains wan* 
dering fhephercis and hermits* 

Near the principal towns of China, fothe villiages 

here and there have i&ufes covered With tiles. Off 

advancirfg into the centre of the country, the beft 

'buildings are wi^tqhed -cottages of mud, thatched 

with rufhes, aod in maiiy towns o( the fecond rank 

day 
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ctey aleae k tJkd fer the walk of the <krel{mgd; A^ 
tbe Gbiaere have n^yet fucceeded in ^afs-work, no* 
tkiDg of the kkid is feen evea^ ia the windon^ of 
l^rpakfcCes. ThefabOH, where the. eiii])eFor Coft'^ 
hi gave aadience to^ the Ruffiaa aiftbafiador^ fay$> 
Bifaadt,^ had wretched prepanrtkms of paper to ad- 
mit the light* ; becaufe the gla&*houfe^ eftabliihed 
bj that prifice were tbeit, and sure ftiU, incapable of 
producing any thing to anfwer that purpofe. In 
fome provinces waxed iilks, Ihelk^ and mother-of- 
peari^ »re ufed for windows. This Ukewife is the cafil 
in the cathedral of Goa : but fuch; fubftances admit 
very little lights becaufe they are lefs tranfparent 
than horn, or the fpecular ftone of the ancients, of 
which fome fragmei^s are prdferved in the churches^ 
of ftaly. 

It is curious enough to fee the Chinefe forming ar- 
tificial rocks in wh^ they call gardens; and then 
a^ng (Europeans, if their arttfts could produce anyr 
thing fo magniiicentt They might be anfwered, 
that to heap yp ftones' at random requites neither 
genius^ art, induftry, tafte, nor any notion of the 
beauti^ and ufeful. They would'therefore a£t more 
wi&ly by fowiilg^ fuch fpots with rice or wheat, to 
render limine Ie& fatal in China. We are aflured: 

• Befchreibang einer groflcn CHineiifchen Reife. — Brandt fayi 
Iikewife that this faloQp had no peiling of any kind, fo that the 
roof was feen la the apartn>ent| as in moft of the Chinefe build* 
iagi, of which.2| test hat efasdendy been the model. * The piUars, 
it ibottldbe recnsprbed> are not always j^oux^d^ but freqvemtly crtti 
into five and (even faces. 

VOL, ix, D that 
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that the empire cohtains two thousand mountains i 
and nothing can be more foolifh than to augment the 
number, inftead of endeavouring to render the coun- 
try more level. Every perfon knows, without ouf 
dwelling on the circumftaiice here, that neither the 
Chinefe quarter, nor that of the Tartars in Pekin,. 
contains any temples or public edifices fuperior in 
ftrufturebr magnificence to tbofe of the other towns. 
The emperor, who alone has the privilege of oflFering 
' folemn facrificcs to the genii of the iky, the earth, 
the mountains, rivers, and valleys, never perform 
the ceremony but under tents. This cuftom, which 
fhould be confidered as very ancient, is likewife con- 
formable to what we have faid concerning the primi- 
tive ftate of the Chinefe, when, they were wont to 
encamp like the Tartars. The tents employed fop 
thefe facrifices, are pitched during the days of the 
folemhity in the Tien-tang, and the Ti-iang ; and 
they are afterwards preferved ^vith the facred vafes 
and tablets. Two particular houfes are deftined to 
receive them : the one, confecrated to the genius of 
the fky, is. round ; and the other, facred .to the; 
genius of the. earth, is fquare, according to the ad-» 
mirable cofmography of Han-li^ and the profound 
knowledge of the 'lettered in China. They all 
agreed that our world is a cube, and not a globe ; 
,and the architefts were obliged of courfc to comply 
in the beft manner they could with the decifipn. 
Mr. Chambers, who did not attend to thefe circum- 
ftances, is greatly deceived, when he compares the 
Chinefe pavilions to the monopteral temples of the 

• ancients, 

■ ■■>■ . ' * . . - 
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^cientet By fuch extravagant inferences,- all thp. ,//, \ 
j>arts of Grecian architefiure might be, difcovcrediii '*\- 

the palace of Pekin, 48 it is 4efcribed by Ilbraflit 
^des, Befides, Mr. Chanabers djoe$ not feem tp have ^^ r': 
ieen informed of a fad relating to tl^ pa^od^s of : ' 
Foy feen in China t we are affured by a traveller, that? ; ; 
their plan and interior difpofition refemble almofl in 
Averypointthofe ofthepigodajsof Hindooftan. Thug * 
it is fcarcely to be doubted, that this mode of build- 
ing was unknown to the Chinefe, pxior to the intto- 
xiu&ion of the worfliip of Fop the efk)th of which is ; 
Jefs ancient than our pr-efent era. Even .admitting ^ 

that LaO'kJum'h^id made a journey to India, as might 
well have happened, it is certain that he did noteftai- 
bjifli the true religion of that country in China. 

The ftate of architefture amojig tlie Egyptians is 
an immenfe fubje£t } but we fhall endeavour to include ^ 
in a few pages what feems moil intereftihg. Thofe 
people were always building: one great work pro- 
duced another. ftill more prodigious ; and if fortune 
Jiad preferved them from the yoke of the Perfians and • 
.of the Greeks, they would have endeavoured to level 
ihe mountains of Thebais, rather than remain idle* 
All their obelilks are fo much alike, that wheai they ^ 
Jiave no chara£lers, it is very difEcult to diftihguifli 
them one from another, h feems ftrange^ that they > 
did not grow weary of rearing fuch monuments ( and 
yet among Jtbeir laft kings we find Amafis and Neda^ 
iiebu«, continuing thofe laborious undertakings with ^S. 

$^s much ardqr, as any of their ndtficrpus prede- ^^ 

ceflbrs .'''"' 
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Mr. Le Roy muft be dexieiYtd^ when he p!«etett^> 
that the ruftic flicd had been adopted by the EgyptiaiH,, 
in the fame manner that Vimivius fays it fefved amon^ 
the Greeks, as a mod<^l fpr the moft fuperb edifices 
on earth*. Erery thing tend« to prove that the 
Egyptians, prior to their being imited is a natidnj^ 
lived like Troglodytes in the caverns of Ethiopia; 
Thus a grotto, rather than a cottage, muft have af- 
forded the firft notions of their architefture. The 
favagcs of Greece, on the contrary, from the diyer- 
lity of foil and climate, which in fuch cafes has % 
great influence, were under the neceffity of ereSing 
huts. No refemblance therefore ever exifted be- 
tween the roofs of the Grecian temples and thofe of 
the Egyptians ; and as the latter were entirely &zt^ 
they could not have ^>een copied after the fy{/lic Jhed 
of Vitruvius. 

Pharaoh Amafis caufed a huge piece of hoMow 
rock to be brought from the vicinity of Elephantis^ 
and placed it before the portico of the temple of 
Minerva in the town of Sais. The Greeks, who com- 
pofed words at will, called the interior of this ftone a 
fnonolithe chamber ; and the firft idea of fuch an apart-- 
ment muft evidently have been taken from a grotto. 

When we refleft on the prodigious excavations, 
made continually by the Egyptians in their moun- 
tains, and the lingular predilection of the priefts for 
thofe caverns, where they pafled the greater patt of 
their lives, it is no longer doubtful, that, in former 
times, they had Hved like Troglodytes. Thence are 

• Huins of the nobkft Moncuraents of Greece, vol. i. 

derived 
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iderivei likewife all the chani&^ftics of their 
cdiifioes : fome feem to be faflitious rocks, where 
the walls exceed twenty^our feet in thickneJfe ; and 
pillars of more than thirty feet in circumference are 
not at ail uncommoh. If any thing can be com- 
pared to what thefe extraordinary people ereSed on 
the fiurface of the earth, it mud be their fubterra«> 
neous labors. Some ancient authors had good in* 
formation, that diflEcrent apartments were conftruded 
an huncired and fixty feet bdow the pyrapiids, com^ 
municadng with each other by paiTages, to whicl^ 
Ammianus MarceUinus has given the Greek name 
^i fyruiges *. The only one of th^fe now known is 
that leading throiigh the moft northern of all the 
pyramids ; and it becomes every year more imper* 
fea, from the rcdling in of fand and ruins. Yet 
Frofper Alpin afTures us, that, about the year one 
thoufand five hundred and eighty-five, a man, hav- 
ing defcended there with a compafs, arrived at th^ 
place where the way divides into two ramifications, 
one taking a foiuhern, and the other an eaftern di'- 
redioa. This could no longer be traced by Maillet^ 
Greves, Thevenot, Vanfleb, and Father Sicard, who 
came many years later ; and as to Belo, his negli^ 
gence in defcribing this monument is fuch, that what 
he relates does not deferve a peruial f . 

Herodotus knew beyond a doubt that, after de- 
fcending below ground, a perlbn could pafs into th^ 

• Lib. xxii. 

t In the 228th page of his Ohfer>vaiwns h^ makes the jKell of 
the great pyramid twice as long as it really is. 

p 3 apartments 
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apaftrrients of the pyramid of the labyrinth. A§ 
this lis exaftly the cafe in that of Memphis, the in- 
terior difpofition of which is perfeftly wfeH known at 
• the.prcfcnt day, we have every reafon to believe, that 
: * * the fame mode of conftniftion was common to the 
V ' other monuments of that kind. They all mnft have 
. had fubterraneous vaults, and fecret paflages, like 
that difcover.ed in the thirtieth degree of hititudei 
< J, which ever Tince the tJmfe of Plmy has been impro- 

^'' .%';i pefly taken for a pit. Yet no water could pofEbly 
enter there, any more than into the catacombs of 
>-, Sahara, where the ground is fti'lj lefs elevated; for 
^ all thefe excavations are foinred' m calcareous fub*- 

* fiances, where no humidity can: remam. Strabo has 
indicated a S^r^/^aw, or chapel of Serapis, amidft 
the moving fands to the weft of Memphis, which 
appears to have been the real fpot where the mouths 
\ , of the difFerer^t galleries, leading below the pyramids 

of Gizeh^ were united. 

/ ' Among the crypts and grottos of Heptanomis and 

ThebaiS, thofe oi Alyi and Hipponon are, large enough 

^^ ' ^y-'' "to contain a thoufand horfes : we know thofe of Speos 

Artemidos, oiHieracon, Selinon, AntaopoUsy and Silfili ; 

*^ a^ well aS the fyringes, or fubterraneous paflages 

T mentioned by Paufanias, in the Vicinity of the vocal 

ftatue *. But although tr^ellers meet with others 

every day, they have not yet difcovered the one hun- 

dredth part of ftrch excavationsi We cannot how- 

ever admit entirely the tradition, credited in aftcient 

times, which reported that the whole tawji of Thebes 

Lib. i. in Attlc« cap- 42, 

was 
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'Wds fifu^ted over crypts, and that their ramifications 
extended under the bed o^ the Nile *. What might 
have given credit to this is the circumftance of cer- 
tain grottos being really feen on the batiks of the 
river, between Konta and Habouy where it is faid thd 
firft idngs of Egypt were v^ont to lodge, prior to the 

^ building of Thebes* 

To the north-weft of KarTia are thofe extavatidns, 
called by the Arabs Biban-el-Moluk. Concerping the 
purpofe to which they wete deftined no ddubt was 
ever entertained either by the ancients or the pib- 
derns. They.afe ih faft the tombs of the firft dyriaf- " 
ties, or royal families ; tod thofe, who place the bo- 
dies of the ancient Pharaohs in the pyramids, are 
egregioufly miftaken. At Bibah-el-Moluk not one 
fingle ftone has the leaft of apyramidical figure ; and 
this confirms us in the opinion, that none of the 
chambers ih the pyramids of Memphis ever contained 

. any mummies : but they were placed many feet be- 
low the foundation ci ihqfe edifices, tlje form of 
which, in the Egyptian wqrfhip, h?id no refcrablance 
to that of the tombsi 

Some of the grottos we have mentioned contained 
embalmed bodies, and they were generally kept in an 
upright pofture, as occupying leaft fpace. That rule 
feems indeed to have been always obferved, except 
with the kings, who lay at full lengthy in the farco- 
phagi. We muft not give entire credit, as fome 
have done, to a paffageof Silius Italicus ; which be- 
fides does not concern the attitude of the mummies 

• Plin. Hill. Nat. lib. xxxvl. cap. 14. 

D 4 ^^ 
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!n the cells, but the ititnnQt o£ placing them in ike 
boufes. This bad poet wiflies to iafiiuiate, ^¥tthottt 
any appearance of troth, tb&t the Egyptians ^Sem^ 
bled their dead around the (atbks of the living *. 

Egypt had likewife cavem^^ ^hich ^v^ere never vied 

as fepukhres : juch was that of l)iaDia, or the Sfe&s 

Jrtemidosj ftill feen at BenUHafan \ and the figures, 

fculptured there, have certainly not been executed 

by the Greeks. Many others of the fame klftd war^* 

of Ethiopia f; where, we leiarn 

the priefts initiated, or offes^ 

en retired to ftudy J. We have 

irtain Pancrates, who did not leave 

ies during a period of twenty-four 

generally fiippofed, that Orpheus, 

^thagora^, were admkted there like-^ 

g this mode of ftudying under 
iger appears aftoniihing, diat. the 
priefts contra^ed the habit •f throwing a myfitriousr 
veil over all th^r tesd or imaginary knowledge; 
Thus, in nmi^rChtnimftances, it is as diflkultto de- 
termine the extent of their erudition, as that of their 



Mgyptla tellus» 



Condit odoraie fojl funus Jiantta hujlo 

Corpora; l^ a menju txfanguem haudfiparat urnhram. Lib, xiii, 
-+ Alvar€z, Rerum .^hiopicar. 

:(: Prophet as jE^iiir^m nm pcrmittuta ut metafU {^rt^ceSf fculpt(h' 
rjfque Decs reprefirUent^ ne a r^cepiaajfeflnt forma ; fed illudunt vuigo^ \ 
dum in templorum atr'tts accipitrum ibidtimque roflra fculpi curant^l 
fuheuntes interea facta fuhterranea qua profumlis illorum m^ern^ " 
ftclmnento funU Synesju^. 

ignorance J. 
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igmiraxice; and tWcfore fucfa oppofite judgments 
have been formed coocernii^ their philofopby, tvbich 
tam& confine to a very fiaall fcale^ while others con- 
iider it as almofl boundleis : but it is truly inlere(lin|^ 
tQ obferve, thai the cuftom of rehiring into cells^ 
pra£Hfed;by the priefts, gave rife to the myfteries of 
andquity. Without this, none perhaps would evar 
have been inverted; and wherefoever thofe of Egypt 
w€Te received, the mode of celebrating them in,ca« 
verns was likewife adopted, until the inftitution be- 
came at length eflbntially changed. Bifhop Warbur« 
i&a led all Europe into errors, concerning the pre* 
tended lecret revealed to the perfons initiated in 
Egypt, becaufe he confidered the letter, faid to be 
written by Alexander to his mother, as authentic* 
In faft it was. the invention of feme Chriftian; 
and a groffer fraud was never praftifed. Mr. Sil-» 
houette, who tranflated thefe fragments of Warbur- 
UjUj fbould have perceived the ridiculoufnefs of pla- 
cing m Egypt a high^prieft called Leon. Never before 
the coaqu^ of Alexander did any Egyptian pricft 
Hesct that name ; and it would not be more abfurd to 
pretend that an emperor of # China was calle^ Charles 
Martel*. Much more miglitbefaid here, concern- 
ing the fuppofed letter, were it not now allowed lo 
be apocryphal by all the learned of Europe. Befides, 
how could the initiated be told, that the gods of 
Egypt had been mortals, when it is known that the 

. f Mn Silhouette cites this ktter of Alexander to refute the 
Akiii Fluchc, who liclicved the myfteries weit relative to ag^icvil- 
tuite* 

• * Egyptians, 
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Egyptians, fo far from ever adoring deified meii|* 
held that kind of worfhip in the greateft abhorrence? 

The myfteries feem to have been originally a fecret 
inftrudion, given only to the priefts, who, prior to 
their confecration, experienced a panic terror. They 
were afterwards conduced by dark windipgs to a 
place very full of light ; and this fuggefted the idea 
of copying the phenomena of thunder and lightning, 
as we have already mentioned in the firft volume of 
thefe refearches. All the priefts of Egypt without 
exception were to be initiated, as Diociorus fays, in 
what were called the myfteries of the god Pan 5^ and 
not one of them efcaped a panic terror in the obfcu- 
lity of the fubterraneous paffages ♦^ ^ 

This tafte for myfteries and enigmas was introduced 
among the common people, and produced no incon- 
fiderable eflfefl: on their charader. It cannot be 
denied, that the deputies of the provinces, or 
Nomes, might at times in their affemblies^ have 
treated of fuch important matters as required the 
greateft fecrecy : but we muft allow that none, but 
the Egyptians, would ever have thought of affem- 
bling their national reprefentatives in a labyrinth, 
to which they were conducted by the moft ob- 

* It does not appear that the Eg}'ptlan8 ever revealed the great 
myfteries to any who did not belong to the facerdotal clafs ; ex- 
cept perhaps to Pythagoras. In time, every pcrfon who was not 
guilty of fome public crime could obtain admiflion to the leffer 
myfteries. Thofe vagabonds called Egyptian priefts in Greece 
and Italy required confiderable fums for initiations ; and the 
gypfies praftife fimilar mummeries t^ obtain money, 

fcurc 
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fcvtre windings, as Pliny attefts in pofitive 
ternis *. 

The Chinefe hzve no word in their language to ex- 
prefs a labyrinth; becaufe nothing approaches that 
form among all the edifices of their country. It 
may be botdly afferted, that they are incapable at 
this day of conceiving any idea of fuch a building, 
either from plan or defcription. Even the learned 
of Europe cannot flatter themfelves with having 
formed very accurate notions concerning the laby- 
rinth ; for although many of its ruins ftill remain, 
yet travellers in general mifs the ^ot, moft probably 
by direfting their refearches too far towards the weft. 
Paul Lucas, who could not write, and his compiler 
Fourmont, may eafily be excufed for miftaking the 
tuins of the caftle of Caron for fragments of that 
fabric ; but it is unpardonable in Father Skard, and 
Mr. Pococke, to fall into the fame error. This pre- 
tended caftte of' Caron, according to different plapny, 
feems to have been a chapel of Serapis, fcarcely one 
hundred feet in length, without any appearance 
either of a pyramid, or labyrinl\ : while Strabo 
affures us, that thofe perfons, who vifited the ter- 
race of the labyrinth, faw around them a whole 
country covered with hewn ftones ; and the view wa» 
terminated by an edifice of a pyramidical form. 

Thus we perceive how many difficulties are en- 
countered by thofe, who ftudy the monuments of a 
country, concerning which the moderns have con- 

• Majorem autem in parte tranftus eft per tcnehras. Lib. xxxvu 
iftp. 13. 

fpired 
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fpbed ivith the ancients to give iis falfe idea^- Tbi 
latter indeed weife probably deceived by being ^ tbki 
di&retioa of a f<^t of men called Interpreters, whof^ 
college was eft^blilhed in the reign bf Pfamnietlcus ; 
and who might be compared to thofe people called 
Ciceroni at Rome. Philofophfers^ who were really 
^efirous of acquiring information in £gypt, found it 
^bfolutely nedifiary to remain there during many 
^ears, as we find by the cKample of Pythagoras, 
Eudoxius, and Plato. But travellers, who only went 
^d returned^ like Herodotus^ without kjibwing a 
^drd of the language of the country, cotild learn 
toothing but from the interpreters. Thofe men per* 
ceiving the inclinatictti of the Gre^s for the mar* 
vellous, atnufed them like children with ftories im 
confident with common fenfe^ and unworthy of the 
majefty of hiftory. They probably invented the tra* 
dition adopted at this day, which lays that the py* 
ramids were ere^ed contrary to the advice of the 
priefts, who protefted in vain againft fuch under tak* 
ings. Yet we fee very plainly, that they were con* 
ftrufted particularly Under this diredion of the facer* 
dotd clafs ; by whofe aid they received an exa& po- 
fition, either by means of the Ihade of a ftyle, or 
from obfervations mide on fome ftar when palling the 
meridian. Thdr real objed in this was never re- 
Vi^aled even to Thales, concerning whom Pliny and 
Plutarch relate one very great falfehood : they pretend 
that he taught the Egyptians to meafure the height of 
the pyramids by the fliadow, which could never be 

done 
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ON THE EGYPTIANS AND CHiMBSE, ' ^ 

4onc in the manner they defcribc •• Tfaaks, on ar- 
riving from Miletus at HeliopqUsy wa$ as ignorant a«f 
|>oiBbl#, and Ipiew nothing of either n^thematias or 
aftronomy ; and the little knowledge he acquired af- 
terwards was entirely due to the priefb of Egypt^^ 
whofefcholar he h:|d been for many years. Such a 
perfon cannot be fuppofed to have taught his matters ; 
^nd We muft conclude for his honor, thit no report 
of the kind originated with him j otherwifehis ingra^ 
^tttde would be unpardonable. 

Thofe people have fpokcn without rdlediod, who 
]^ecend that the pyramids received a particulsu- pofi^ 
tiot), in order to qbtain an unchangeable meriitfant 
by which obfenratipns might be made to determine 
whether or not the poles are fubjeft to variation. In 
that cafe, on^ pyramid would have been fufficient, 
inftead of rearing fo many along the whole coaft cf 
Libya, from Memphis to the labyrinth. Neither is 
it true, that they ever ferved as gnomons, whatever 
may have been faid to that effe6: by modern writers : 
the ancients took care neyer to aflert any thing 
of the kind ; perhaps from having already had fome 
notion of the confumption of ihade. Solnus,^ Am- 
mianus Marcellinus, and Cafliodorius, exprefs thenw 
ielv^ indeed in a very improper manner on this 
point; and all we can concede from their argu- 

* To obtain the height of a pyramid hy it« fhadow it is necrf* 
fary to meafurc one fide of the bafe and know the middle. A% 
Pliny and Plutarch do no^ reprefent THalcs as beginning by this 
operation, we muft confrdcr what they relate concerning this mat- 
ter as fabulous. 

* ' pients 
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fnentt amounts to nothing morie than that the pyra« 
mids never caft the fmalleft ihade at any time of the 
year or day. This, fays Marccllinus, proceeded 
^om the mechanifm of their conftruftion, mechanicd 
ratione} but every pcrfon muft perceive, that his 
mode of reafoning is diredly oppofite to the laws of 
nature *. 

We fhall here endeavour, in a few words, to ex- 
plain this matter. The largeft of the pyramids, 
iituated in twenty- nine (degrees fifty minutes and 
4bme feconds north latitude, begins towards the ver- 
nal equinox to aflford no fhadow at mid-day beyond 
its bafe ; and thofe, who then walk round this hug^ 
mafs of ftones upwards of five hundred feet high, 
never lofe fight of the fun. The architefts muft 
have forefeen this effeft, proceeding from the pyra- 
midal form of the edifice ; and the meridian ibad^ 
during one half of the year is confined to the north- 
ern face, without ever reaching the earth. Thu$ 
nothing more imperfed, as a fun-dial, could be inr 
vented than the great pyramid, by which even the 
period of the fummer foHHte cannot be afcertained ; 
bccaufe the ihadow is then too -high to be diftinSly 
perceived. Yet the celebrated chronologift Vi- 
gnoles fuppofes that the priefts calculated the.equi?* 

• Solnus, Polyhift. cap. 42. — Am. Marcel. Hift.' lib. ^2. — 
Caffidor. Variarinn, Hb. j. As 5plnus. appears to have beenUhc 
.firft propagator of this error, wc Ihall quote his own expreffi^s s 
Pyramdes turres funt in JEgypto fqfliglata ultra celfitudinejn omn^> 
.fu^Jieri manujfojjftt^ *'/^?«^ mcnfuram :uw^rfir^m ^re//a, nuUas haleHy 
umhraf, % 

poxei 
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'Boxes by means of the pyramids * ; but he would ne. 
ver have formed this opinion, had his plans of thofc 
monuments been as exz&] and his maps of Egypt as 
good, as thofe nqjv publilhed. 

It fliould be remarked, that the Egyptians obferved 
no determined proportion between the breadth of 
the bafe, and the height of the pyramids. As their 
dimenfions varied fo confiderably, no idea could be 
had of having recourfe to them, in order to find out 
the equinoftial days ; which, according to Macro* 
bins, were indicated by fimple ftyles, or, as others 
pretend, by water-clocks. One faft was entirely un ! 
known to Vignoles : the pyramid, called €l Harem el 
Kieber el Koubli by the Arabs, has a bafe much 
broader, in proportion to its height, than the great 
pyramid of Memphis. Thus beginning much fooner 
than the other to caft no (hade at mid-day, it cannot 
fcrve in any manner to indicate the equinoxes, Be- 
fides, it may be appofite to aflc, what means were em- 
ployed by the priefts of Thebes, who had no pyra- 
mid in all their country, whatever Abulfeda has af- 
ferted to the contrary ; and yet their college was the 

• De Anni$ iggyptiac, in Mifccll. Berolin. torn, iv. It it 

pierely an eiffcd of chance that the great pyramid begins towardi 

t)ie equino]^ to confume its ihad.ow at noon ; for in fome of the 

others this phenomenon is obfervable fooner. We can fay witfe 

certainty that the greateft meridian ihade of the pyramid of 

Gtzeb and all the reft indicates the winter folftice ; but it muft 

have been very difficult to afcertain that of the fummer ; and be- 

pdcs, all fuch obferyationp were rendered inaccurate by tjic pen- 

umbnu 

' firft 
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firft in Egypt, as t^rdl for aftronomical knowledge, m 
in point of antiqidty, , 

We muft not therefore attribute Tiews to the 
Egyptians, which they could not have entertained 
without difcpvering a total want of common fenfe. 
yor furely a fimple dial-pin is better adapted to afford 
exaft indications in fuch matters, than any maf^ 
where the Ihade muft be fo greatly impaired* 

The pyramids, as well as the obeli&g, were monu- 
H^ents etefted in honor of the Being who enlightent 
the univerfe ; and this determined the priefts to give 
them a particular pofition, Sepulchral pells might 
have been conftrufted within thefe edifice?, iv&dmt 
to contain the bodiee of all the royal family. Yet 
only two apartments are hitherto difcovered, 3^n4 
one fingle cheft, which, ii| oppofition to Ae opinio^ 
pf Strabo^ many enlightened travellers, fuch as 
DoSor Shaw, do not conceive to be a farcophagi*s, 
^ere any carcafe was ever deposited ; and, in rea*. 
lity, ^he thing is very improbable. Endlefs conjee- 
tures have been hazarded; but hitherto tio Writer 
has refleftcd, that this cheft might be what the i^yp* 
tians called the Tomb of OJtris. Many fuch were 
ibund throughout the whole coimtry ; and the fuper- 
ftition, attached to their conftruftion, conMed ki 
making the rays of the fun defcend around them, 
without caufing any fh^de on the ground at mid-day, 
during at leaft one half pf th? year* This pheno- 
menon continued longeft in the fouthern pyramids of 
Jllahon and Hauara, towards the extremity of the 
plain called Qfchome ; and from th^ir ruinous ftate, 

they 
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tltey mHy be confidered as ntore ancient thaa thofe of 
Memphis.* The latter are thought ftiU capable of re*- 
iiftiqg the lapfe„of five thoufand yeajrs, according to 
a calculaticin formed on the progrefs of their decay 
iin<:e the days of Herodotua. That hiftorian men- 
tioQft ibany figures and characters on the eKterior of 
thofe, edifices,, now no longer vifible ; but Mr. Nor- 
(k^ fpoke without refie^ioa> when he afierted^i in his 
l^ur^y thraugh Nubia, that they were c^ftruded 
prior to the invention of hieroglyphics, SUch mif- 
takes fliock all notions of hiftory ; and it were to be 
ddired, that the greater part of trarelleris/ before 
tbeirikparturey or at leafl after their return, would 
take fonie pains to improve their ftudies. 

The piieffs of ancient Egypt, by determining fo 
very accurately the pofition of the pyramids^ hasrc 
enabled us to afcertain, that no variation bas^:takezi 
flace in the diredion of the poles. In vain'ftouki 
we look on the whole furface of our globe for any 
other , means of obtaining this information. Had 
Chaldaea ever poffefled edifices equally fotid with thdfe 
of £gypt» fpme prodigious ruins would ftill be fp^m^ 
there ^. hut from being formed of: brick and bitu^: 
men^ ail the. higher parts foon fell afunder; and 
fome remains are dilco veiled only at a few feet above 
the foundsdon, .where the tenacity of the bitumen 
has befeaprefcryed by the . humidity. This is moft 
remarkable in a place fuppofed to be the fite of a 
temple of Belus ; but fijch matters do notdeferve in- 
veftigation. Brides, in no country do we find Chal-; 
daeanftatues, or monuments ; while, all the. cabinets 
' vol. II, g \ • •f 
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of Eciropifr ar^ iiiraiffiaA mth Egypdw ami<^tie9w 
Wc faaEy confi^er as the greateft cia^gerarion what 
Cfdks and Diodbfus Sicurus relate of an obefiik, M^ 
tribute^ by tiiem to Setinnamisy of whidi ik> perfon 
however could Ijpeak frem his cwa knowledge *« 
I%ypt, on the contrary^ Bmft have exhibited more 
than eighty of the Iiai^g^ fi». The c^eratios <rf 
ere^Sng^ them wa^^ not tnery difficuit a?mong ^afieoplc^ 
who, from haring tranfportsed many fuch maifo, haid 
acquTitd an experience^ whtdi Fon^saar wanied,^ 
when he employed fix hundred men^ and one hnn« 
ftted and forty hories, tipon that c^ ciie Vaticasr 
The power of the oables axtd capibn$ beie^ known, 
it is calculated^ that ^ifii force wodd hafrebeen ftif«r 
ltci(3drtats^ ten tbon&ld pound weight nK>re thaa 
waa nocel^ an that ooeafionf. As th^ lEgyptians* 
dftd notptaoe their obeli&aon ibch eterated ped^iab 
aa tluife £r improperly employed at Rome, diey 
inig^t^ w&h ^ur htmdred mm asd eighty borfes^ 
itate mmiaged any monument dP chat kind, eren^ 
iR^tli capftatm alo&e^ The fiory, tokl by fame aU'* 
tbovs^ concenting one of die Pharaohs^ v^, tliey 
£iy, idai I^afba to^ the top of one of thefe flones to^ 
make the woi^tnen^morecantiouay is toa noidriottfly 
abfofd to Be({u»6 refotation. By eicaminvTiig a^n* 
tbrely the fiocmand pofi^a of ^ir obetiflc^ ofJEgyps^ 
&ii eafy to pefcciwy that tlacy could nemv be ia» 
tended aagnomfifiSy according te die opnioir i^ ]»e« 

•* J^cLfon, in bia Chromlogical jintijpitticit prorefi that ao lucb> 
Aelifk ever exffied at Babylon. 
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loknt in Eiacr^^ Tik> were plav^ at tke entratice 
of the t^nples ; and mrben thbfe boiidiags amid be 
api^owfaed by di&rent ways, the number of fuck 
fpires was augmented in pri^xmiom This ia evi- 
deM at the prefem day^ in the ruins of the temple 
of PhyUe ; in that of Thebes ; and at the fuj^ofed 
tomb of Ofymandyas ; a word evidently compofed ci 
Mendes and Ofirii. 

Thus we, find^ that nothing like gnomons was the 
i^bjed ; otherwife the abfurdity is etident of placing 
them fo near each other, that their ihadows mufl ire«* 
quently be confounded together* Befides, the upper 
part, called ^fyramidium^ could not give any pre- 
cis indication without the addition of a globe, like 
that employed at Rome under Auguftus and Con« 
ilantius. Nothing of the kind however is mention^ 
by any ancient author, i» having been pradiied by 
the Egyptians; ^nd we fee, by the paintings takea 
from the niias of Heradaneum^ and fUll better by 
the Paieftrina Mdaic, that the obeli&s are inva- 
riably reprefemed without a globe, or any ^ace to 
infert a ftyle, or bar. When a Roman, named MaxU 
mus, was prefed of Egypt, he cut away the point, in 
order to place a globe on die obeliflc cf Alexandria ; 
and d^ mull have appeared io the Egyptians as facri^ 
i^pe* T%}X& the sMmbert of the Academy of Infcrip^ 
^ns at Paris were very 31 informed, when they made 
thdr rqMMt to the Academy of Sciences^ reladve to 
the andquity of fuj^rting globes with obeliiks ^: 
for fuch was nerer the praifBcc of the Effirj^ians. 

* Memoirs «r the Ac^dsmy of Infcriftieiii^ toL iii. 

z 2 Apion, 
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Afkm, tbe^.gvamteanaiH ^kdeed.rpretends^ . ^ai2d^ 
TAck^ plaoed CDOOstve hemUpUerd) on j)iUar$» inftead^ 
of Gb^lUkn-ii.^ixt bdifpsakarlike a perfbn altogether 
igaorahli -of the mmtx j aad ^feptus^ who- was a 
djH Mfordt teafoner, aixi mer^ i^pjant in natural; 
|Jbilofoph}>fl^futes him. by the moft pitiful argu- 
mett^. VitruVitts Ckomeile&, Macrobius, and Mar^ 
tianus Capella, defcribe the folar time-keepers, ufed idt, 
Egypt, by which ;EratQfthcne8t meafured, or verified 
t;he meafure/of the. earth.*./ According to them,- 
they were reiliy concrave hemifphercs, .with a ftyle 
raifedperpendicularlyin the middle;, but it is truly, 
ridiculous tp- juftify' jA^ion^ by fappofing that they 
could be placed on the. top of. obelilks, or high pil- 
lars, where rio^perfon, withoutthe aid •f a ladder,* 
could .obferve tbv declination of the ihadow^- Al- 
thdugh the priefts frequently Jiad rccourfc; to* thefe 
inftrument3, they eftecmed ftill more their hydros 
fc6pes*or Water-clocks, . becavfe .they could employ 
them during the iaight in aftrpuomilcal obferVations. 
Yet it is difijcute^iOTbelkve Qn^fe Apollo, when he 
iays that they - emptied :themfelves pr^cifely in an 
cqupioftial day f • - . „ 

, .,We. have never ha4 an ppportunity. of feeing &k^ 
tberthe fand-glaflfes, or clepfydrti^, made in China> 
hut yet w.e know that they do not*repr^feat a monkey 
difcharging urine. The priefta of Egypt thought 
propo: tor give. that whimfical foroa to their .water- 

• Vitruv. Archite£l. lib. ix.— Cleomed. de Meteorolog. — Mj^ 
crob. in Som. Sclp. lib. "f.-^Mart. Capell, d!e Geometi'ia. 
t Httroglyph. lib. i- ^ ..-.'. . ' 

\ i ... clocks^ 
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tldcks ; .>^hich, befides, 'were graduated /and divided 
tn' another manner than thofe of China. Twelve 
Egyptian hours are only equal to fix with the ChU 
Hcfft*^ an^ this is of 'more confequence than we are 
Jed to believe at firft ^iew.; for in fad it is hot ieft 
effential -than the drffferent modes of dividing .tha 
figns of the zodiac; in thefe two countries; where n6 
TefembUnce can be found teyond .what might well 
have proceeded from chance, - : 

This is not the proper place. to examine, what ; 
fliould reafoHably be thought of fhe iiifcriptions on 
the obelifks." Father Kircher hzt made every effort 
to perfuade us, that ^hey contain neit?her hiftorical 
faSs, nor narratives of any kind ', but he did not 
know that thefe charaQ:ers are tot^ly unconne^l:^ witli 
wliat properly conftitutes an obdife. No lefs than' 
three df the la|rgeft fize ar^s known to fcave been 
purcy that is to fay- witlxout any appdarp:nce of en- 
graving on the four faces, althoug'h they werfe cer- 
tainly placed during many ages attheMtraficc^f the 
temple of. the Sun. Yet we cannot accufe the 
priefts and fculptors of ignorance in hieroglypHics, 
as Hardouin ridiculoufly iafinuates, whenfpeakrng 
of one of thofe dumb fpires, ere^ed by Neda- 
nebus^f, • ..: / ! 

Abenephi, the Arab, and many others, who are 
not 'his countrymeri, have confounded' the obe*liik^ 
with the pretpnded hermetic columns; i .To p^eVeflt 
further confufion, it isneceffary that we fliquldintro- 

•• Bayer de Horis Sinicis,— Ulug Beig de Epoclifs eelebr/ '" 
f PUp. lib. xxxvi. cap. 14. 

*• ^ ' E 3 duce 
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duce accurate ideas and fixed t(erms in what relatet im 
thefe two kinds of monuments, fo totally uncon- 
nefted** 

ManethO) in compofing hk hiftory of Egypt, eon« 
fulted the Stelae of Htrmes^ preferved in the fyringes^ 
or fubterraneous paflages f ; but we do not fiiad that 
lie had ever recourfe to the inrcripti<Mis on the obe« 
lifks. The word Siela^ or Hermetic Column, muft 
ii6t*however be taken in a literal lenfe; for ihit 
kind of monument was at befl only a cippus, ^d 
more frequently a mere tablet of ftone. The Ara* 
bian alchymifts were well informed of this, what 
they called the ^at emerald, mentioned in the pre^ 
ceding fedion, the fmaragdine uble, as others, have 
been called the tables of the decalogue. 

Ancient writers in general confirm what Manetho 
fays'" of the hermetic Stela being preferred in the 
mod fecret part <^ the temples, fudi as the adytum^ 
and in die cells where the priefts retired to ftudy %. 
By this we find how different they mult have beca 
frcmi the obeliiks, which were expofed to public view 
at the entrance of the prindpal edifices. On monu^ 
menu, fo generally feen, and fo fignificant from their 
figure, engraved charaders were not eifi^tial, but 
the infcriptions alone xonftituted the hermetic 
Sula. 

^ Mr. Jablonfki, whofe authority muft ever have 
great wdght in all fuch matters, has proved by in*' 

* Abcncphiy Spud Kirch, in Obelifcq PamphSto. 
f Synod, in Cbnm. t ApOttlefisaaU Ub. v. 

' viticibld 
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windhU argmnents, that the TAotb^ Mfrcurm Trif 
megifiusy and Hermes of the Egyptians, is a mere tny* 
tholc^kal fpeftrc, and not any pcrlbn who really 
«vcr exifted *. Yet the diftindtioa he makes, be- 
tween Sae ancient and modern Hermes, is not alto- 
gether perfea. ITie time of the firft Hermes fliould 
be confidered, properly fpealdng, to continue as long 
as the prieft^ confined themfelves to engraving their 
hieroglyphics on (lone ; and the era of the fecond 
began when they employed books of papyrus ; be- 
canfe with them even to touch parchment was un- 
lawful. As thoie men always fyoke allegorically^ 
they have led our modern chrondlogifts into innu- 
merable errors, k is with a fmile mixed with cora- 
|>ai&on that Wie read the controverfies of thefe pre- 
tended calculators, concerning the real period when 
Hermes lived : they might as well dif|)ute about th^e 
reign of king Oberon. , 

Fliny may he confidered as under a mlftake, when 
he pretends that the obeUik feen in HeKopoHs, at 
more than one hundred and fixty leagues from the 
place where it was hewn, mud be the moft ancient. 
He fell into this error, becaufe the Greeks fometimes 
(employed the word Heliopolis to denote the town of 
Thebes } where, apparently, the firft obelifks had 
been placed before the temple of Jupiter Ammon, to 
adorn the capital of Egypt* Some modern geogra- 
phers have followed very uncertain indications, in 
fixing the extent of that town j and Mr. D'Anville, 
who/uppofed its circuit to fiave been mne leagues, 

• Pantheon Mgj^t. Ub. v. 

2 4 has 
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has exceeded all bounds of probability. The 
Jefuits, who are known to have exaggerated gresltly 
every thing belonging to China, give Pekin fix 
leagues in circumference ; and it would be reduced 
to two, if the houfes were of three ftories, inftead of 
being' wretched ground-floors, which require more 
furface than the regular buildings of Europe. Yet 
four hours are fufEcient for riding conveniently on 
horfe-back round this kind of Chinefe camp," which 
a fpark of fire may reduce in one day to aflies, with- 
out leaving even a ruin ; while Bufcowich fufpefts, 
that, after the deftiruftion of Conftantinople, fomc 
fragments at lead might remain of its mofques and 



The houfes of Thebes, according to Diodorus, 
were of four or five ftories ; and, in that cafe, a cir- 
cumference of nine leagues would fuppofe a greater 
heap of houfes than ever wasfeen upon earth, with- 
out even excepting Babylon, where apparently many 
dwellings had but one floor. By making a diftindion 
between the town of Thebes, and the villages feat- 
tered along the banks of the Nile, every thing mar- 
vellous will difappcar. Dydimtrs, who muft have had 
fome knowledge of an a^ual furvey of that place, 
calculates the whole furface at only three thoufand 
feven hundred arourae ; and thus we find a town 
much lefs than Paris. The conftai^t contradiftions 
and variations of the ancients, -concerning Thebes, 
prove the uncertainty of its limits j but, pro- 

* Journal of Travels from Conflantinople to Poland. 

perly 
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perly fpeaking, th^ buildings on the Libyan fide <ii4 
not belong to that city *. 

Memphis was computed to be three leagues in cir- 
cumfereiice. This eftimate muft have included the 
great ponds, now entirely filled up, the park, or 
accafia, fycamore, and palm-trees planted in clufters^ 
and all the royal manfion of the Pharaohs. It is 
known that the palace ex;tendcd from one extremity 
of the town to the other ; becaufe moft probably the 
feraglicv chapels, ftables, and other out-houfes, ad- 
joined the principal dwelling. Memphis, however, 
augmented only in .proportion as Thebes declined. 
The flate of population in Egypt did not allow 
thefe two cities to flourifli at the fame time j and 
when Mr. Origny aflerts, that twenty thou&nd towns 
would not have injured the cultivated lands of that 
country f , we can only fay, that thi« refcrabl^s hi$ 
other dreams concerning the ifle of Elephantis. Its 
extent, according to him, was jM'odigious; althottgh, 
from what we have already obferved, the reader mull 
perceive that it formed merely a point in the Nile* 

Memphis in turn ceded to the increafmg grandetir 
of Ptolemais and Alexandria. Another revolutioa 
of the fame kind' took place, on the building of 

• No two ancient authors agree with regard to the Jize of 
Thebes. The affertlons of Dydimus cannot be reconciled either 
with what Cato quotes from Stephen of fiyxantiura, or with the 
accounts of Diodoru8> Strabo, or Euftathius. They are all ifc cotf- 
^radidion to jcach other. The extent of Jvarisy iUuated i» 
lower Egypt, muft likewife have been greatly exaggerated^ . ; - 

-J- Egyptc aneienne, tona. if - 

Cairo i 
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C!airo ; and modern travellers have be^ a8 muoh dkw 
ceived in the fize of that town, as of Thebes. We 
may be aflured> that its circuit never*amounted ta 
three French leagues^ or dg\A Engliih mitel^ as fame 
have falfely aflerted. 

If Diodortts has given too m^ch elevation to the 
houfes of ancient Egypt;, they have beeif no leis miC- 
teprefented by Mr. Pococke^ who pretends that they 
were nothing more than tents i and according to this 
idea, an Egyptian town coi^ifted of an encampmei^ 
round a tempie» But he is the <Mily perfon, who ever 
ACCttfed the Egyptians af ^at manner of life, which 
diey held in foch averfion, that they would not per« 
mit tfven the Jews to live in tent§* The Turks ought 
ki good policy to have a^led in the fame manner, witbr 
regard to the Bedouin Arabs» who, by continuing to 
ciicamp, bring ruin on the different provinces ; and 
the maxim of preventing whole families from leading 
a wandering life» flu>uld be flri^ly c^ferved in every 
country* 

Having proceeded, as we propofed, to place limits tp 
Ae too great extent of Thebes, it i^ equally necefiiry 
tt> undeceive ourfelves with regard to the temples of 
ancient Egypt. They were certainly much lefs nu- 
merous than many authors believed, before the dif* 
Utent ruins had been virell afcertained. It is geae* 
rally underftood, that the trunk of the palm*tree was 
the model for the columns of all thefe edifices: but, 
in that cafe, they would have preferved a general re. 
femblance } and, cm the contrary, nothing could^be 
more varied The fame thing is remarkable m their 

ch^iters : 
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chapiters : thofe in the form of a bell revo^ haft 
been adopted in the Corintluan order } and the body 
of that chapiter is ftill called campam. Thus the ad« 
venture of the bafltet, found by CaifimachuSy fup* 
ported by leaves of acanthus, is nothing more than a 
childifh Cablcy invented by the Greda, D?ho wilhed 
to conceal their having borrowed any thing from the 
Egyptians, while the contrary is manifelUy evident. 
They pretended iikewife that the triglyphs of the 
Doric order reprefented the ends of the beams refting 
on the architrave* But they were invented by the 
Egyptian archite&s, or fculptors, who never em« 
ployed wood; and the Gredu have <mly added the 
fuitay which do not ieem very nece0axy* It is re* 
iQarkaMe, that among all the ruins of Egypt, no co* 
iumns have been found with vert^rae alternately 
of black and white marble. Tet the Egyptians cov 
tainly efteemed greatly fuch particolored buildings^ 
although their effe& muft be truly di£igreeable. But 
%e fiiould always remember, that the ey^s of the in* 
habitants of the Eaft are very di&rent Irom ours. 

Only one inftance prefents itfelf, where the trunk 
Df the palm-tree might really have been ufed as a 
^ model for columns. This viras to fati&fy the tafte of 
Pbaraob Amqfiiy who caufed many wonderfiU works 
to be conftruded in the town of Sais only a fswyeavs 
before the fall of the Egyptian monarchy. Henca 
we may perceive, that die paffion for building never 
dimidifiied in that country, where the heat of the di^ 
mace, and the fertility of the foil, naturally inclined 
mankind to idlenefs. Ariftotle juftly fufpeded that 

th« 
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the prieds did not wifli the people to remain inac« 
five *. Independently however of all - political mo^ 
tives, they feeni to have been pcrftiaded, that exercife 
was neceflary for the prefervation of health among 
men fubjeft to the leprofy j and frequent feftivals were 
inflituted to prevent their t©ib from becoming infup* 
portable. In a climate fo ardent as that of Egypt, 
this management was very proper ; although not at 
all calculated for colder regions, where the bodily 
forces are much lefs exhaufted in an equal fpace of 
time. If all ^ the colleges of Egypt really teflified 
their difcontent ag^unft king Cheops^ it was not furely 
from any difgKift at the pyramid he ereded, but be* 
caufe he forced the people to work on holidays. Ye^ 
the whole recital of that affair, given by Herodotus, 
feems to be a pure fiction,; contradi£bory of all ideas. 
:wre have received concerning the govemment of 
Egypt, which was much lefs defpotic than modem 
authors pretend. It as ridiculous ta hear tliem ak 
ledging, that, in a free country lilje England, jig pen- 
fonwould ever think of rearing pyramids; while wt 
know, that the cultivation of the earth requires nine 
times more labor there than inEgypt. If exadlifts could 
be procured of all the Britiih fubjefts, who perifh at 
ftia either by fliipwrecks or other accidents, we fliould 
find ;that navigation deftroys more men in one year, 
than periflied in. many centuries by erefting the py* 
ramids.. As agriculture 4id'not afford fufEcient em* 
ploymentfor the Egyptians, who had neither a raa-^ 
«iae,. nor any. exterior commerce, it was neceflary to 

" '* Ariflot. de RcpubKc. lib* r. 
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4lreathdrtto otther pi*fidte. ;By refleftingdii-the 
flouriiliuig' ftate of Aeirxotiiitry undexthe Fharaofas^ 
ted the mi&rable iituation into vrhich it ^^as reduced* 
by the Qifriftian emperors, and afterwards by the 
Turks^, we' cannot refrain from b^ing pexfdaded, ibzt - 
the ancient government inu{(* have been better thanr 
feme men of trifling genius pretend; ^ ': 
• ''One event has been greatly exaggerated ; andtvea 
allowing the w^iole to be Ulerally true, we can only con-r 
fider it as an accidenr altogether uhfbrefeen. Phara6h 
Necho^ it is fsiid, in caufmg a communicationtobeopen- 
cd between the Nile and the Arabic gulph, occafioned 
the death of oiie hundred and twenty thoufand men. 
But how can it appear probable, that fo many fhould 
periflxon this occafroh, whenr Ptolemy Pbiladelphuj 
completed a canal of the fame kind in another place, 
without the lofs of a fingle life ? ' 

Such popular reports may be accounted for in the 
following manner. The priefts of Egypt difapproved 
highly of the projeft of joining the Nile with the Red 
Sea. They even pubKflied an oracle, to prevent 
Pharaoh Necho from his enterprife; becaufe theis 
exa£t local knowledge enabled them to forcfee, that 
fuch attempts would be ufelefs. The event jaftified 
their opinion, when Ptolemy afterwards endeavoured 
in vain to eftablifh a harbour for the commerce of 
India, and ihe coaft of Africa, in the place * where 
his canal entered the Arabic gulph. It became necef- 
fary to form a port much more to the fouth ; and 
thus the labor of cutting acrofs the ifthmus of Suez 
was entirely loft* Strabo certainly erred greatly, hf 

affirming 
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-I tilmfaigtliaEt bige refi^ fKuvily faiden^ bad tuyt^ 
fitsd dm cut( for we kndw ikat Ckopadra, at m 
cvifit when ke» fife and empre were at flake, conkt 
aot pa& tbun^ even with l%ht galleys^ V>/t Turks 
tMte OHuk to hf&piCy ia our own dayi^ that if tbey 
wihedi»4>btaiaifluneDle riches, nothing mocewaa 
^necefl&ry than to opal t|^ ancient conmumicattoik 
between the t6Ie and the harbour of Smez : but the 
perfon, ient to examine the matter, difluaded the 
lukan from this ablurd projed* If a prince like 
Ptolemy, who ahready pofiefled one branch of the 
eommerce of India, could not reap any advantage 
from thiscanai, what Indeed might be expected by 
die Turks ? They haye there only twelve or tbirteea 
YeflHs, and thefe never leave the And)ic g^ih^ but 
are ept^loyed in traafporting certain productions of 
India to Giddabp whence Europeans bring aimually 
to the amoimt of fix or feven hundred thouland 
pounds fierliog, Con£ideriing the lofles of the Turks 
by (htpwrecks in returning from Giddab to Saezy it 
is evident, that they would avoid much riik by di£> 
diarging their cargoes at Benmcty and following ^e 
toad by land, as was pra£bifed under thie Flolemies. 
Two tribes of robbers, or Bedouin Arabs, called 
Bem-Waffisl and Ar^bde^ might indeed be tempted to 
lay the caravans under caatributionf and as the 
Turks govern fo badly the countries fiib|e£bed to thek 
fway, it is but }uft that they fhould ezj^rience thoft 
"hrongs which they do to others* 

To form an txz& idea of the formation of the lake 
Mberis, it will be necefiary to ohferve the map at the 

beginning 
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he^idng of this' Yolunie, where it is placed to th« 
north cf the town of Crocodiles« or what is Qov 
called the province of Fiium. Fadier Sxoffd erre4 
cgregioaily in phdag the kke too far to the fouth^ 
uuL converting it into a long canal paraHd to Aim 
1>ed of the l^e. Mr. D'Anville has unaccoumablv 
adopted the fmearrangement, although in oppoiittos 
to fuch geographers as Strabo and Ptolemy, as ureS 
as hiflorians like Herodotus and Diodorus. The iall 
of thefe writers (ays pofitiYdy^ that the Bforis wat 
fitde cfiftant from the town* of Crocodiles ^ ; and thia 
pafli^e, wludi contributes to determine its real por- 
tion, mufl harre escaped the atention of Mn IVAn* 
Tillef. Befides, the inhabitants of the country jU"* 
Aired Herodotus, that this lake communicated with 
the Syrtis of Africa by a &bterraneous conduit, di* 
re&ed towards the weft, and paffing behind the moun- 
tmns of Manphis* No other body of water anfwera 
this defcription, except that now feen to the north of 
the province of Feium ; and as Ptolemy and Strabo 
If^eak with certainty, we may be ai&ured, that this it 
the real Maris^ Thus D'AnviUe's Egypt has one 
£alfe indication, and the err#r is^ copied in his great 

• BMot^lib. ik 

\ Thia geographer wlihct to prOTC^ in hit Mertmrs on /lnch»$ 
and Mddern Egyftf thtt Herodotut and Dtbdoru^ in fpeaking of 
she hkm Mtariif hsve takto At meafuit of the fiirfttc for die citw 
cumference^ An error of this ]dn4 wo^ld be iaexcufaBIe in a tiSA 
9i ten years old. Tke Greekt could never be accufed of fuch iv^ 
becilltj ; but they were always notprlous for their exaggera* 
Uons.^ 

nap. 
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tiiip'9 l>ecaufi he confi<3ed too iturch in the memdr^ 
6f FatfeetSicard, who wais pfevertBed by an untimely 
^leaih from pefufing ancient authors with fufficient at* 
teiitibn. In eonfequtoce of fuch improper combina-* 
doaSy- D^Anville's map points out two labyrinths, al* 
^ough one only was known to the ansciehts ; and 
Egypt was certainly not the place to multiply obje^ 
withotit necefSty. 

At this day, the lake Mceria is thirty miles in 
length, and eight in breadth. That fpace is fuffici- 
tntly C36te3ifive to admit of various conjeftures fix)in 
&oie who meafure it with the eye only at differene 
points of view. From eaft to weft, it appears larger 
than reality ; and proportionably fmaller, when feen 
from north to fouth. As no naturalift has had an op« 
portunity of examining it, we are at a lofs to deter* 
mine whether it fhould be confidered as formed by 
the watfer of the Nile, which enters there, or, ac* 
cording to Strabo, as merely a veftige of the Medi« 
terranean. Perhaps indeed the Egyptians may have 
labored to drain the province of Feium^ or tfte 
Arfenoite Nome, which appears to have been an- 
ciently a marfh, as well as the Ddta. Having fuc- 
ceeded in that undertaking, they conduced thither 
the frelh water, by cutting apparently feven mouths, 
by which a part of the Nile was difcharged into the 
lake Moeris, in the fame manner as into the fea *^ 

• Of feven mouths which belonged to the canal of cpmmuriica- 
tion between the Nile and the lake Mxris^ fix can now be di- 
ftindly obferv^d when ^ the river ovcrflpwa and the dykes arc 
opened. 

After 
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Afta* thefe explanations, we fee why the Egyptians 
<:ouId Ixmft tha^thi8 lakf» was produced by their in- 
4uftry . Confidering the utility of the work^ we will- 
ingly pardon their fuperftition, in fuppofing a con- 
nexion between the jnouths of their canal and the 
nUmbor of the planets. We have no information 
whatever concerning the fubterraneous communica- 
tion of the lake Mceris with the Syrtis mentioned "by 
Herodotus* As that Greek did not underftand the 
Egyptian language, he was perhaps milled by the jn* 
terpreters, and poffibly alluded to what is called the 
River without Watery which fome travellers are per- 
fuaded has never been produced by human labor. But 
the error of Father Sicard was occafioned by the 
mark of fome great canal, or an ancient bed of the 
Kile, called Baihen in the French maps, and in the 
German Gar^. 

The Egyptians were infinitely more expert at con- 
duding watd", or digging ditches, than erefting any. 
fuperb and regular buildings. The great temple of 
HeiiopoHsy where neither labor nor expence was 
fpared, could only be confidered, fays Strabo, as a 
barbarous fabric, deftitute of tafte and elegance. It 
is with architecture as with painting, fculpture, and 
mufic. The people of the Eaft could luever bring 
^at art to any gf eat degree of perfedion ; becaufe 
Cheir £atncy was too unruly to ht governed by iiKed 
^nciples. 

Count Caylus has afferted, that the architefts of 
Egypt were ignorant of the method of conftruCling^ 
vaults ; and Mr* Goguet wiflicd to demooftrate this 

Toju. lu F beyond 
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beyond difpute, by engraving defigns for the purpofe, 
in his book on the Origin of the Sciences and Arts# 
Cornelius de Bruyn, however, having been enabled 
by means of flambeaux to obtain a drawing of an 
obfcure gallery in the great pyramid, giyes his opi- 
nion, that it was really a vault *. Pliny fays the 
fame of the inferior apartments of the labyrinth, 
Thevenot found likewife fome caves, intended for 
mummies, formed in that manner j and finally, Po- 
cocke difcovered an Egyptian arch in the province of 
Feium. Thus Mr» Goguet and Count Caylus do not 
appear to have examined thefe matters with fufEcient 
attention. Indeed the difficulty of finding wood for 
fcaflfolding and frame-work, might have prevented 
the Egyptians from vaulting the great temples ; or 
perhaps that mode of building was not confidered by 
them as fufficiently folid, according to their ideas of 
indeftruaibility. Every perfon knows the extreme 
fcarcity of timber in that country j and to lay flat 
ftones on the tops of pillars required few fcaffolds : 
but whole forefts would have been neceflary to raife 
a vault for the prodigious temple of Thebes. 

The Egyptians were the firft people who conceived 
the idea, that a whole country might be fortified like 
a citadel ; and the great rampart of Egypt muft be 
confidered as much more ancient than that of Media. 
Sefbfl:ris, who has been fo improperly confidered as 
a conqueror, endeavoured to put his own kingdom 

* Rel%en door klein Afia. This traveller gives the name- of 
Gewelf to the top of the gallery, and he would never have ufed 
that term without intending it to cxprefs an arch. 

inte 
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into a flate of defence, by erefting a wall in an ob- 
lique line from the town of the Sun, fituated with-, 
out the Delta, to Pelulium. This diftance amounted 
to fifteen hundred ftadia of the fmalleft meafure, or 
about eighty Eiiglifli miles ; and the pretended hero 
was chiefly defirous of preventing the fhepherds of 
Arabia from invading Egypt, where their exceflea 
were intolerable. What muft be confidered as very 
remarkable is, that the Bedouin Arabs, who encamp 
at this day fo infolently on. the ruins of Alexandria, 
have preferved the tradition of this great wall, fo in- 
judicioufly conftrufted. It ended, as we have faid, 
at Pelufium * ; aiid when once an enemy got pofTef- 
fion of that town, all the works of Sefoftris were 
ufelefs ; becaufe no obftacle afterwards remained in 
afcending the Nile, as we find by the fuccefles of 
Cambyfes, and afterwards of Alexander. 

This great rampart of Egypt has totally vaniflied, 
no perfon knows in what manner. We have reafon 
however to believe, that it was levelled during the 
cohqueft of the Perfians ; for nothing of the kind 
cxifled in the reign of Artaxerxes Mk^/W(?;2, when 
the Egyptians, fupported by the auxiliary troops of 
Laqpdaemon and Athens, madealaft, but inefieftual 
effort to break their chains. Pharaoh Nedanebus 

^ . * Diodon PibL lib. 1. Egypt might have been more cafily 
indofed by building a ,wall. from Pelufium to the town of 
Heroes. It appeared to me at firft that the text of Diodorus was 
incorredy and that 'H^wf*v^oX*j (hould be read inftead of *HX*ouVoAtf. 
Some confideratSons afterwards prevented me from adhering to 
that opinion* 

f a thfen- 
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then fortified anew the whole Pelufian branch of the 
Nile ; and Chabrias, the Greek, who commanded 
tmder him, clofed a fecond time the avenues of Pc-» 
lufium by a bulwark called Cbarax CbtAria *• But 
thefe works have difappeared, as wdl a^ thofe of 
Sefoftris ; and we only find them in hiftory, as htid 
down in the map annexed to this volume. 

Mr. Maillet pretends, that fome traces are ftcn of 
another wall, upwards of twenty-four feet thick, con^- 
ftrufted by the Egyptians in the HeJ)tanomis f . This 
however is not mentioned by ancient writers ; and it 
mufl be confidered as rather fufpicious j unfefs per- 
haps fome fuch method was adopted to proteft the 
plain now called Araha. That diftrift might in rea- 
Ety .have had cultivated lands, near AlabaftrinQpoUs^ 
where a defile between two mountains required 'per- 
haps to be defended. 

This mode of inclofing a country with walls has 
been confidered as the ftrongefl proof of the refem- 
bianco between the Egyptians and Chinefe. It will 
therefore be neceffary to fhow, that the fame idea oc-' 
curred to all ancient polifhed nations, whenever they 
had for neighbours the Nomades, who never cultivate 
the earth, and are the fcourge of civilized focietiesi^ 
Faftoral life has been confidered by hiilorians, wh» 
were not philofophers, as the real flate of innocence ; 
but it is, in fad, fuch an incitement to rapine, that 
the terms* Nomades and robbers are almofi fynoni- 
mous. ^ . ' 

* Cor. Ncpos In Vit. Chabriaft-^Strabo, Gcograph. 
f Dcfcriptioa af EgypU 

On0 
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, One great wsjl, which, on cottfideririg the pofition 
mlone, feems to have been judicious enough^ was 
crefited in the valley betWen the Libanus and Anti- 
jLibanus, to reftrain the Scenite Arabs. Altliough 
amazingly ftrong, this work was already Uf com- 
pletely deftroyed in th^ days of Pliny, that he fpeaks 
of it as a monument no longer to be feen ; but we 
find it defcribed particularly by Diodorus Siculus *. 

The Hebrews likewife, however ftrange it may ap» 
pear, undertook to build a wall of an hundred and 
fifty ftadia, from the town of Jofpa to Aniipatris f . 
This rampart,^ like all the reft, was foon overturned ; 
and the Jews, who pretended to defend it againft An* 
tiochus, fufiered themfelves to be defeated in a moil 
ihameful manner. 

; On the way from Joppa^ along the coaft of the 
Mediterranean, we find the great wall, which fur- - 
rounded all the province of Pamphylia, and a part 
of Pifidia. Towards the end of the feventeenth cen* 
tury, ibme travellers, on their journey from Anthdia 
to Smyrna, difcovered the wrecks of this vaft bul- 
wark J, concerning which authors are fo filent, that 
we neither know when nor by whom it was ere&edJ 
Yet no doubt remains but the objeft was to proteft 
Pamphylia againft the Ifaurians, who were ever averfe 
to good order. Their mountains were naturally arid ; 
and inftead of endeavouring to improve the foil, they 
only thought of making incurfions wherever any 

♦ Plin. lib. v.— -Diodorus, lib. xiv. 
f Jofephusy Ant. Judaic, lib. xui. 
i Spon, Mifcell. erudit. Antiquit. fed. vf. 
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hope could be entertained of pillage. They were 
called the chief of robbers, in preferaice to the Jews 
and Arabs ; and in this profeffion they difcovered al* 
moft as much expertnefs as the Algerines in piracy. 
The Romans chaftifed them repeatedly ; but they be- 
came again formidable under Valens, and his fuc- 
ceffors ; and we may therefore, without further de- 
tails, confider this: rampart as a work of the lower 

" empire. 

Faffing thence into the centre of Alia, we find the 
great wall of Media, extending n^rly from the 
Tigris to the Euphrates. Xenophon, the only perfon 
who fpeaks of it from his own knowledge, fixes the 
length at twenty parafangse *. This does not agree 
with what we learn from Lucius Ampelius f , who is 
unpardonable in confidering it as one of the wonders 
of the world. The height indeed was an hundred 
Grecian feet, and the breadth at leaft twenty ; but 
yet it had no title to be ranked among the greateft of 
airhuman produftions. As the ftones were cemented 
with bitumen, it was eafy for enemies, by means of 
burning cakes of the fame fubftance, to calcinate the 

' places where they wiflied to open a paffage. Arta- 
xerxes, to prevent fuch accidents, caufed large 
ditches to be dug before it, and filled with the water 

. • Retreat of the Ten Thoufand. 
f De Mirabilibus, cap. ix. The thirty Roman miles given 
by Ampelius to the wall of Media make only ten parafangae. His 
text (hould. therefore be changed to Jtxfy miles^ which are within 
thirty fathoms of the twenty parafangae mentioned by Xeno- 
phon. 

of 
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of the Tigris. Thus, to proteft one very feeble work, 
he undertook another equally inefficacious. 

Thefe prodigious fortifications, now no longer vi- 
liblc, were intended to protect Babylon, and a part 
of iputhem Babylonia, againfl the inhabitants of the 
confines of Armenia and Mesopotamia. Thefe could 
not however have been very numerous; for their 
mountains were no jefs flerile than thofe of Ifauria ; 
and perhaps the fame race flill exifts, under the 
name of Satchlis^ towards the Sengar. As the 
Greeks and Romany had the folly of attributing to 
Semiramis every thing of that kind beyond the Eu- 
phrates, they did not fail to give her cri?dit likewife 
for the great wall of Media. Suppofing this to be 
faft, it would of courfe follow, that the Aflyrians, 
who then trembled before a fmall nation of favages^ 
were not in a ftate to alarm all Afia with their nume- 
rous armies. But lef it be remembered, that thofe, 
who wrote this hiftory of Semiramis and the Afly- 
rians, were not philofophers. 

, /Previous to arriving at the Van-ly of China, two 
walls were formerly feen to the weft of the Cafpian 
fea : the^ormed part of a chain furrounding almoft 
the whole of that extenfive portion of the globe, 
called by us Tartary, but known to the ancients by 
the name of Scythia. Although both thefe termsf are 
very improper, it is fcarcely poflible to exprefs better 
a multitude of nations, almoft without exception 
Nomades and wandering. 

Amidft the fandy Hircanian deferts, the canton of 
Margiania enjoys all the favors of nature. Alex- 

F 4 ander 
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ander was fo much charmed with the beauty of this 
delightful fpot, that he refolved to found a city in its 
vicinity J and although death prevented him from 
executing his projeft, it was afterwards refumed by 
Antiochus, fon of Seleucus Nicator. Experience, 
however, foon proved ihe neceffity of protefting in 
fome way or other the cultivated lands from the ra- 
vages of the Scythians ; and he therefore furrounded 
the whole diftrift with a wall fifteen hundred ftadia ia 
length. As that meafurement cannot be calculated at 
lefs than one hundred and twenty miles, fo extepfivc 
an undertaking is entitled to fome attention in our pre- 
fent refearches *. But when we add, that the town, 
founded by Antiochus, was afterwards repeatedly pil- 
laged, ^nd finally committed to the flames by the 
Tartars, it is almoft needlefs to obferve, that this bul- 
wark refembled all the others by its total inefEcacy. 

Under the forty-fecond degree of north latitude, 
the great wall of ffak extended from Shabaleg to thft 
extremity of the valley of Aljhafh^ a diftance of more 
than twenty leagues. Little local knowledge is ne- 
ceffary to conceive that it was intended to prevent 
the robbers of Turkeftan from annoying the town of 
Toncat and its neighbourhood, which, in the four* 
teenth century, was cultivated like a garden, and in* 
terfeded by a thoufand canals. Nature, fays Abul- 
feda, is no-where more beautiful than in this charm- 
ing fpot, covered with fldwers and fruits f . But it 

* Strabo, Geograph. lib. xi, 

f Locorum omnium qua Deus creavity arndtnifftmusy fays the tranfia- 
tor of Abulfeda, Dcfcnpt. Chdraf. 6c Mawaralnahrap. 

muft 
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muft be owing to the vifits of the Tartars that the vi- 
cinity of that town is now defer t. Some other con- 
(iderabie cities of Mawar^aUnahr^ fuch as Samarcand 
ttid Bochara^ had likewife furrounded the whole of 
their cultivated territories by vaft. walls to a great ex- 
tent. Agriculture was effaced wherever the paftoral 
hordes appeared. They made a praftice of pillaging 
and deftroying, to enforce their maxim, that poflef- 
fion cannot render lands a property. The fall of the 
empire of Tamerlane, who was very partial to Sa- 
mar<;and, occafioned the deftrudtion of all the beau- 
tiful provinces fituated beyond the Oxus, or Gihon. 
Nothing now prevents the Nomades from traverfing 
them with their flocks ; and the whole region con- 
tains only miferable wretches, who exift by mutual 
robberies. It is unaccountable that the Chinefc em- 
peror, Kien-longj was not tempted to take poffefHon 
of fo fertile a country, when, in our days, he zd* 
vanced as far as Badakchan, and there terminated his 
expedition. This Tartar prince was crroneoufly re- 
prefented in Europe as having extended his conquefts 
to the Cafpian fea ; and Mr. Boyfen has inferted the 
fame miftake in his extrafts from univerfal hiftory, al | 
though Badakchan is more than one hundred and fifty 
leagues diftant from the Cafpian fea. 

Of all the barriers oppofed to the irruptions of the 
Tartars we muft allow that the Chinefe wall is the 
greateft, and likewife the moft feeble, becaufe the 
ftrength of fuch lines diminifhes in proportioij 
to their extent. How could men, incapable of 
defending a redoubt^ think of forming fuch prodigi- 
ous 
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ous lines, which, if penetrated in any one place, be- 
came totally ufelefs ? In its origin, the Van-ly of China 
was very different from what it appeared afterwards. 
Some independent princes raifed walls in various 
places, to break the impetuofity of the Tartar cavalry, 
without confidering that a triple row of palifades 
would have proved far more effeftual, as we find to 
be the cafe along the Zeang-tong. It has been faid, 
and believed in Europe, that the emperor Schi-chuan- 
di undertook and executed the whole work in the 
courfe of five years 4 but this is a vulgar report, un- 
worthy of the fmalleft degree of credit* Schi-chuan* 
di was not yet born, when the princes of Tzin^ hav- 
ing fortified a part of the province of Chen-Jiy were 
imitated by the princes of Tchao and Teriy who co- 
vered in the fame manner, but more ftrongly, the 
provinces of Chan-ft and Pe-tcheli. The bad chro- 
nology and diforder of the Chinefe books will 
not allow us to fix the precife period when the firft 
labors of that kind commenced there ; but it is fup. 
pofed to have been about three hundred years before 
our era *. 

All the prince^ we have mentioned Were really in- 
dependent fovereign?;, who admitted no fuperiority 
even in the emperor. As they confulted only the 
lafety of their particular ftates, no general plan waS 
purfued, and many interftices remained among the 

• What Mr. de Guignes fays of the conftrudion of the Chi- 
nefe wall, In the Hiftory of thp Hunsy is not exaft. He confounds 
the emperor Scht'chuan-di with another prince of T%tny who reigned 
at a much earlier period. 

different 
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different ramparts. Yet thfe whole of this undertak- 
ing, however it may be confidered, tends to prove, 
that, under their reign, th^ ftate of population was 
flourifliing, and the government far more moderate 
than the oppreffivfe defpotifm of the Chinefe em- 
• perors. 

The monfter Schi-chuan-di^ in defiance of all laws 
human or divine, deftroyed entirely thefe independ- 
ent fovereigns, and he afterwards united the different 
works they had raifed againft the Tartars, This 
chain was uninterrupted, unlefs by groups of rocks, 
until it reached the borders of Chan-fi. Although 
the great wall is generally computed to be five hun- 
dred leagues in length, yet it really does not exceed 
three hundred and forty ; becaufe we cannot confider 
as fuch the branch extending weftward from Chan-fi^ 
where earth only is employed, without either brick or 
mortar, and the fides fo ill fecured that even cavalry 
can effeft a paffage. Thus we find how much it falls 
Ihort of the idea generally received in Europe, where 
no copies have hitherto been obtained of the infcrip*. 
tions iaid to be found there. The miffionaries 
pretend, that in the province of Chan-iong likewife ' 
certain charafters are difcovered on the fide of mount 
Tai'charij which no perfon can explain : but fome- 
thing of the fame kind, feen on the rock^ of Siberia, 
is not confidered as a monument of great anti- 
quity *. 

On 

• Strahlcnberg, Obfervat. With regard to the nine mar- 
ble drums which Father MaUla fays he found in the college of 

Pekin, 
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* On confidering attentircly the Van^y-czm^ called 
bypcrbolically by the Chincfe the Wall of ten thou-- 
fand lys^ it is evident, that a more ufelcfs woik was 
Vj^ytt reared by man fince the beginning oi the 
world. The weftcm Tartars, by turning from the 
ftrait road, and inclining towards the fortieth degree, 
coutd at all times enter China, without perceiving ei- 
ther the terrace of Cheipjiy or the great wall. Marco 
Polo went with a troop of Tartars toPekin, returned 
into Italy, and died at Venice, totaUy ignorant of that 
rampart. This made fome of the learned believe, 
that it had not been conftrufted until after the thir- 
teenth century ; for, according to them, the filence 
of Marco Polo was of more weight than the depofi* 
tions of hiftory. 

Experience has taught the Chinefe, that the Tar-r 
tara cannot be reftrained, but by having well-difci- 
plincd cavalry to diffipate the hordes, when they be- 
gin to colled in their own country. Whenever they 
^re allowed to unite and confpire, all is loft. The 
emperor Can^ij who was himfelf a M^ndhui, knew 
this perfeftly well, and on the leaft noife of war, he 
invaded the territory of the Eleuths, and prevented - 
great battles by a few fkirmiflies. We have feeiv 
the emperor Kien4mg imitating thi? condufl: with 
<p|ual fuccefs : confequently the Van-Iy-czin is allowed 
to decay, as well as the wall erf Corea j and in a few 

Fckiiiy we have only to obfenre, that the fupcrftitlon of the Chi^ 
nefe for the number nine might eafily have induced them to hew 
it& mmj pieces of ftone in that form* 

cenjturies^ 
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tenfurles, even the ruins muft di&ppear, or be traced 
with difficulty. 

Ruffia, cxpofed nearly in the fame manner to the 
Tartars, had recourfe to fimilar means of reftraming 
diem, at a time when, fo far from forefeeing its fu- 
ture grandeur, that nation almoft defpaired of fafety* 
By one of thofe events, almoft unexampled in hit- 
tory, y^e know, that the MoguIs> in the thirteenth 
century, extended their conquefts over the greater 
part of Afia and Africa* They fubjugated China oa 
one fide, aiid Ruflia on the other, while the whole 
ancient continent refounded with the din of armf# 
In the year one thoufand two hundred and thirty fe- 
ven, Bathi'Sain entered Ruffia, at the head of what 
was called the Gilded Horde^ from being covered with 
fpoits. It was compofed of chofen men, who thought 
themfelvcs capable of extending in ten years their 
empire over Europe ; but they were unacquainted 
with Germany, where their approach did not occa- 
fion fo much terror as the monks and pope particu- 
larly experienced in Italy. The conduft of Batbi^ 
Sain was perfedly conformable to that of his coufia 
Koublai'Kan in China : h« caufed feveral townt, and 
among the reft Cafan^ to be built along the Wolga * j 
but, inftead of depoiing the grand dukes <^ Ruflia^ 
they were allowed, on paying a certain tribute, to 
preferre what was confidered an empty title, and 
the ihadow of authority. That unpardonable fault 
in politics ruined at length th6 fover^gnty of the 

• Vcrfuch eiaer Hlftoric von Kafan. 

Tartars J 
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Tartars'; who, befides, by requiring too great con- 
tributions in a poor country, excited fo many revolts, 
that their reign was 'nothing but continual war. On 
the other hand, they weakened themfelves by al- 
lowing fmall bands to feparatc from the great 
horde ; for the trunk, inftead of being fortified by 
fuch fuckers,, wa$ exhaufted. They loft fucceflively 
the kingdom of Cafan and AJlracan ; but they main* 
tained themfelves in the Crimea, where they after- 
wards acquired ftrength enough to undertake new ex- 
curfions,. and even to fet fire to the city of Mo/cow. 
Jhis new difafter induced Fidor Janowitz, or rather 
his tmor Boritz Goudnow, to fortify the limits of the 
empire. Thefe works, apparently nothing more 
at firft than a great ditch, like that feen in Africa to- 
wards Thene^ were in time converted into a continued 
bulwark, extending upwards of one hundred and 
forty leagues, from Toula^ in the government of 
Mo/coWy to Sibirijki^ in the kingdom of Cafan. 
Ruffia muft haye been ftill equally expofed to inva-- 
fions, had not a prince at length fucceeded fo many 
Czars. Peter the Firft, inftead of repairing the an- 
cient rampart, defeated the Tartars, and contented 
himfelf with hemming them in with the lines of the 
Ukrain, which remain unimpaired to the prefent 
day. 

The great route of the barbarians, in their excur- 
fions from what the ancients. called Scythia, lay for- 
merly between the Cafpian and the Euxine feas* 
This fuggefted the idea of clofmg up all the defiles of 
mount Caucafus ; and feveral veftiges of thefe walla 

are 
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are ftill found in the diftrid of Souanh : but the 
xnoft confiderablc work ever ereded in that part of 
the globe was the wall of Colchis^ That province, 
now fo defolate, received then all the merchandize 
of India. Such great riches, heaped up by the Phe- 
nicians and Greeks, who had vaft marts for com- 
merce eftabliflied on the Phafrs, irritated continually 
the covetoufnefs of a barbarous people called Acbas^ 
or fi3me other terra ftrll more corrupt, by the French 
geographers. Their real name was Awchafzi^ and 
they are even fuppofed to fpring from the fame flock 
with the Afes^ who, under the direftion of Odin, pe- 
netrated into Sweden, according to northern fables. 
The Awchafzi^ however, always inhabited, and arc 
ftill found between the mouth of the Don and the 
river Gorax. They made their irruptions into the 
centre of Colchis, by palling along the fhore of the 
Black Sea, and through the ftrait fomewhat beyond 
Petyunta. At length this paffage was clofed by a 
wall, fuppofed to be the ftrongeft ever reared by man, 
and therefore diftinguiflied by the name of Murtis 
validiu *. But the Awchafzi^ by directing their 
courfe to the left of this place, rendered its ftrength 
afelefe j and another wall was therefore oppofed to 
them of more than one hundred and fixty miles in 
ieilgth.^ It might indeed be confidered as one of the 
^eateft undertakings of the kind, from being ex- 
ceedingly well built throughout, and ftrengthened at 
equal diftanqes with towers. Yet Chardin could no 



• D*Anvillc*8 Ancient Geography, vqI. ii. 
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longer find even its ruins in one thoufand fix hundred 
and feventy-two, becauie they were concealed among 
impenetrable fdrefts ♦. 

Colchis exhibits one very temarkable circumftance : 
extreme defpotifin has reduced the inhabitants to a 
favage ftate ; and no other caufe is capable of pro- 
ducing that eflfea on a people once polifiied. Even 
the dreadful black peftilence, and all the ravages of 
the Huns, never occafioned any thing of the kind in 
Europe. 

The iflhmus of the Taurica Cherfonefus was anci- 
ently fortified by a ditch called Taphros in Greek ; 
and afterwards by a wall in the place where we now 
find the lines of the Crimea*- When the Cafpian 
barriers and thofe of Caucafiis are added to the 
others already mentioned, we find that from the 
Boriflhenes to the very extremity of the ancient con* 
tinent, almofl the whole of Tartary has been in- 
dofed to the fouth by a prodigious chain of ram- 
parts. They were evidently ereded with the inten- 
tion of reftraining the inhabitants of that region, 
who pafled them, however, as often as they thought 
proper. Although thofe people, truly remarkable 
on fo many accounts, have had all the treafures of 
Europe and Afia in their poffeffion, yet they never 
transferred any to their own country ; becaufe their 
leaders either perifhed amidft the torrent of their con- 
quefts, or eflablifhed themfelves in the regions they 
)badfubdued« The Romans, on the contrary, filled 

f Chardin, vol. i. 

the 
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the capital of Italy with the i^oib of the univerfe; 
aad what oc<aiioned their weaknefs, was loxig the 
fupportof the Tartars, who are now in a more criti- 
cal iituation than ejirer was experienced by any nation* 
Thefe unfortunate people can now fcarcely breathe, 
from bdng prefled together between China and Ruffia, 
the two greateft empires ever known on our globe* 
But the projeft of depriving them entirely of their 
horfes is impraflicable ; although it is faid to have 
been propofed by the Mandhuis to Kien-longj in or- 
dq- to render the Tartars for ever incapable of what 
they call brilliant expeditions. 

Fortified provinces in ancient Europe were like* 
wife very numerous ; and although they did not equal 
thofe of Afia in extent, they may at leaft be com* 
pared to thqm for their inutility. The Athenian co- 
lonies, fent into the Thracian Cherfonefus, imdet the 
conduct of Miltiades, clofed up the Ifthmus by a 
wall called macron teichos*. It reached from 
Paftya to Cardia; and in thePeriplus of Scylax, the 
diftance between the two towns is laid down at forty 
ftadia. Thisf work, having been partly ruined, 
was. repaired and augmented by two branches, of 
which no traces can now be found. 

After all the pains taken in ancient times to open the 
Ifthmus of Corinth, a plan totally oppofitc was at 
length, adopted, and Manuel Paleologus conftruQed 
acrofs the neck a very thick wall, on whidi the fafety 
of the Greeks was fuppofed to depend. It might 

• Herodotus, lib. y'u Hiny, lib. iv. 

VOL. u. G indeed 
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indeed liaveanfwered fome purpofe, had they dilc<>>''' 
vefed more bravery, and made better difpofitions ^^ -^ 
but by concealing themfelves behind this rampart, 
thdy were prevented from fighting ; and afterwardy ^ 
it impeded their flight. The Turks never made more 
prifoners in one day than when they forced the lines 
of the Morea J and although the Venetians were la- 
borious enough to rebniM this barrier, it was foorr 
after deftroyed a fecond time by the Ottomans. If 
the interefts of* the Venetians required the Ifthmus 
of Corinth to be Ihut, the Turks had at leaft equal 
inducements to keep it op^n. 

We have now to indicate the third macron icichosy 
or the long wall of Anaftafius, formed about twenty- 
five or thirty miles in front of Conftantinople. Xa-^ 
naras fays, that it began at Selymbria * ; but the 
ruins ftill feen, extend from a little beyond Heraclea 
10 Dercon, and thus all the country between the Pro- 
pontis andthe Euxinefea was mclofed for a diftance of 
four hundred and twenty fladia. An ecclefiaftical writer, 
named Evagrius, infinuates that, behind this bulwark, 
a canal was dug to convey veflels along the continent 
from the one fea to the other. Conftantinople, fays 
he, formerly fituated in a p^ninfula, became in this 
manner an ifland f • The man however appears too in- 
judicipus for any dependance to be placed on his tefti- 
mony. .Nothing could be more humiliating to the 
eaftern empire than this mode of defending its capi* 

* Anna!. h\ Anaftaf. Dicor. 

f Evag.^lib* 111. Suidas, and NIcephoriis, lib. xxxfx. 

^ ' . ' ' Ta! 
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tal agalnfl the Bulgarian, Thracian, and Scythian 
cavalry. But Anaftafms had no horfemeh capable of 
oppofing thofe of the enemy ; and to preferve Con- 
ftdntinople, he was forced to abandon all his Euro- 
pean territories, except the fmall fpot within the 
great wall. Every thing beyond it was at the difcre- 
tion of the barbarians, who had long before cleared 
the paffes of mount Haemus ; arid the macron icichos 
no longer reniained, when the Turks came to beflege 
Conflantinople. 

Such, even in the beginning of the fix- 
teenth century, was the date of that empire, which 
feems to have paffed through all the diflferent degrees 
of decay ; and no power was ever more regularly de- 
ftroyed. The fciences were loft firft ; then the arts ; 
military difcipline afterwards ; and finally every thing 
that tefembled force or condud. But what never 
ceafed in thofe unfortunate times were enormous - 
taxes, and religious difputes, which contributed 
greatly to throw all parts of the government into a 
diforder, hitherto unexampled in hiftory. 

Some veftiges of a fourth macron ieichos^ ftill more 
extenfive than that of Anaftafms, are found in Bul- 
garia, near a town called Dryjia. But we can only 
learn, from the ftyle of architecture, that it muft 
have been raifed by fome Greek emperor, who op- 
pofed this barrier in vain to the inundations of bar- 
barians. It is not furprifmg that fo little (hould- be 
known of a monument of this kind in a (avage re- 
giqn, when a total ignorance prevails relative to the 
wall of Valais. Many confiderable fragments of 

G 2 that 
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that &bric are (een ftill between the Rhone and But^-^ 
berg ; but no perfon can determine whether it was^ 

.built before the days of Caefar, or only in imitation* 
of the rjunpart he en35)loyed fo incffeftually againft 
the Swils : to me however the former opinion feeras^ 
highly improbable. 

Much confufion Kkewife appears in what has beei^ 
written concermng the different work$ of this kind 
conftrufted by the Roman emperors in Great Britain. 
Eveh the authors of that country are not all of the 
fame, fentiments j but we fhaH endeavour, in a few 
words, to remove fome of the principal difficulties.. 
Agricola, who knew the ifland perfeftly welj, was^ 
perfuaded that nothing^ was more neceffary than ta 
keep poffeffion of a pafs, thirty-two miles acrofs, be- 
tween the river Qyde and the Frith of Forth. Adrian,, 
however, inftead of adopting this plan, chofe ano* 
ther place eighty miles broad ; smd it fhould be ob* 
ferved, that the military mile is eftimated there at 
four hundred and twenty feet more than on the con» 
tinei^. Thus the Romans began by conftrufting ^ 
vallum of' piles and fods, twice longer than was ne- 
ceffary. This rampart proved ineffedual : another^ 
built by Antoninus Pius, was foon deftroyed ; and a 
third, by Sevenis, fliared the fame fate. At lengthy 
under the reign of Valentinian the third, jSEtius, con- 

" ceiving thit all thefe works had failed froni the nature 

" of their conflruftion, caufed a real wall twenty feet 
thick to be erefted. But to prove how much he was 
miftaken,tHi^ rampart had not been finiftied five 
yeats before it was forced, firft at one place, and 

'-'' - " "'/ '-^ '- ' - • • ■ '' after^ 
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afterwards every-vrhere. Buchanan aflures us, that 
the ruins began to be found only in his day ; and they 
are at leaft fo far ufeful, that they now ferve to build 
lioufes*. 

By thefe and many other fads, we find that the 
origin of the power of the barbariaas flioald be dated 
in the reign of Adrian, when the fortifications raifed 
againft them revealed the fecret of their force. In 
proportion a$ the Romans intrenched the limits of 
the empire, their military difcipline declined j and 
the fame eflFefifc maft have been obftrved in every 
country inclofed by walls, without even excepting 
China. Thus all the bulwarks, raifed in Great Bri- 
tain, were lefs effeftual, as we have feen, than the 
judicious pods and encampments of Agricola.* 

The Romans conftruded likewife a great wall in 
upper Germany, equally faulty, and as difficult to 
be defended as that of China. D*Anville*s map of 
ancient Germany makes it begin oppofite Ober-'Wefeli 
and after placing many interftices, the ftrongeft part 
is reprefehted to have been at a fpc^ where the emperor 
Valentinian raifed feme woAs on the lower Necker- 
This arrangement, however, cannot be adopted ; for 
the line was certainly uninterrupted, and equally for- 
tified in its whole extent. Mn Hanfelman, who has 
given i good defcription of this work in German, 
fays, that the tradition of the country ftates it as 
having been commAiced in the reign of Adrian, and 
continued by his fucceflbrs. The laft branch, which 
ftretched towards the Danube, was added by Probiis,^ 

• Buchamao, lib. iv. Polydor. Virgil, lib* i. 
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as fome medals of that prince teftify beyond a doubt *, 
It began on ' the banks of the Rhine, oppofite Bin- 
gen, where the Romans had a fortified camp $:yer 
fmce the time of Auguftus : thence it pafled into th§ 
county of Solms, forming an elbow to approach the 
Mein ; and continuing through the forefl of Otton, 
or Odenwald, it crofled the county of Holach, 
touched the Necker, ftretched to Hall in Suabia, .an.d 
taking the direftion of Eichftadt and Weiflenburgh, 
terminiated at Pfeurring in the territory of Ratifbon^ 
Thus no paflage \yas left open in all the yaft fpace be- 
tween the Rhine and the Danube j ^nd, from the 
ruins ftill found, we have reafoi^ to believe, that this 
rampart contained entire citadels, and numerous 
towers, flrongly fortified. The Romans were obliged 
to give it fo winding a courfe, in order to cover the 
territories of fome nations, fuch as the Mattiaciy 
with whom they were ftridly allied. But even by 
being conflrufted in the fhorteft line poffible, it could 
not have anfwered the purpofe of reftraining thp 
Caiti^ and other German nations, ftyled wandering, 
becaufe, having no country, they fought one through-* 
out the whole world. Marching with their flocks, 
like the Tartars, they refembled them alfo in the 
aftonifhing facility with which they changed the 
pafloral for a military life. Germany had anciently 
many fuch hordes, who wandered about conftaatly, 

* Dasdcrlcin, Vorftellung dcs altcn RjEmifchcn VaUi und 
Lapdychr, iii. Abfch. The work of Mr. Hanfdman may like- 
wife ))e confulted ; the obje<^ of which is to inquire Jiow far the 
Romans had ever penetrated into Suabia, and high Germany. 

^ •' * and 
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and emigrated frequently. The fettled cantons had 
no other means of defence in thofe days, ag^nft un- 
expected attacks, than by furrounding thcmfelves 
•with vaft deferta; and^ihis method, ftitt pradifed in 
the time of Julius CacTar, would have* kept them al- 
ways barbarians. But afterwards the Germans, hav- 
ing procured better inllruments Tor cutting down 
the woods, and digging the ?arth, fortified thcm- 
felves againfl: each other by works called Laitdicchr. 
The idea of this kind of rampart is fuppofcd to have 
originated in Gaul; although it was generally prac- 
tifed among all nations, when they began to cultivate 

^the earth regularly in thbfe countries,' where their 

"^neighbours continued to be wandering. 

It 'Vill be fufEcicnt here juft to mention a valhim 

-RomaAum, extending from fFiddin to Little Waracfin^ 
and fome other mounds of the fame kind, conftruffed 
by the Goths, who, of all the barbarians at that time, 
inclined mod to civilization. In the north of Eu- 
rope,- we find the Danewerck^ raifed by the Normans, 
when they began to be kno\frn by the name of Danes. 
To prevent the incurfions of the Saxons into Jutlatid, 
'they endeavoured to Ihut up the paffage by a terrace, 
extending to the (hore of the Baltic ; and ou this v^ry 
dike, Waldemar the Great conftrufted a wall, which 

* is lefs injured at the prefent day, than could well*be 
expeded. 

Such is the hiftory of the greatefl: and moft ufefefi 
works ever reared \)y man on the furface: of the.w^ 

'cient continent. * . . . ' 
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TfflRD PART. 

SECT, VII. 

RELIGION OF THE EGYPTIANS.. 

'TpHE. religion of ^xxcicnt Egypt is a real abyls, 
-*- where many writers have beai fwallowed up in 
attempting to found its jdeptb* Such numerous and 
different fuperiUtions^ which^ fometimes are altoge* 
ther inexplicable^ can never admit of being reduci4 
to any particular fyflem* 

Van Dale, had reafon to beUeve^ that the facred 
animals were inftituted in Egypi jEbr the. purpofe of 
divination. ^ Yet, if we except one obfcure paflage 
in -ffilian, relative to crPcpdiljBs^ nothing is^knoiioi 
with cctrtwnty of any otl>er oracles, fhan thofe of 
the hull Afis^ which cpmprehe;nded every thing, al- 
though they were origin?illy conned to the ovqr. 
flowing of the Nile* On this j>Qi9t |lie Egyptians 
have at all times teftified the greateft inquietude, 
without confidering that other animals were as ignp* 
rant of the, matter as themfelves* The -crpcoiilcs 
are faid to depofite their eggs beyond the reach of 
the inundations ; but this is a vulgar ppmipn, adopted 
only in fome towns fituated on the brandies of the 

Nik. 
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VUe. Naturalifts believe that tHe hippopetamos 
gives furer indications ;^ becaufe the inhabitants pre* 
tend to have obferved that when, previous to the 
floods, it frequently appears on ihore, the river al- 
ways rifes fufficiently afterwards to water the lands. 
The Copts, however, at this day employ no animal 
in their prognoftics on the ftate of the Nile ; and yet 
their ceremonies for that purpofe, during which even 
the Turks aflift at mafs, are fully as fuperftitious as 
the mode of interrogating the bull Apis. When that 
animal refufed to eat, the omen was not lefs fatal 
than the abflinence of the fisurred chickens, which 
were confuked by the Romans on great ia&trs, while 
matters of little confequence could be decided bj 
crows. If Juvenal had been judicious enough to re- 
fled on this, be would not have written his fiaitirc on 
the Egyptians ; for the difference between fuppofiflg 
a calf or a chicken acquainted with future evens* if 
furely not very ipaterial. 

By all that has been colle£led in this Sedton, re# 
flftOixkg the wocflup off^ed to fcarabees, it appears 
that they likewife ferved for auguries j and we muft 
fuppoie thofe inie^ at leaft as vrell informed in fuch 
joaatters a^ the prietteffes of Delphi i for whom PUta 
teiUfied fo much regard. This was in confequence o£ 
his being perfuaded that no civilized nation can hare 
a re^nable religion } and ib^ fame fentiment feem$ 
to havie prevailed am<^g all the le^ihtors of antit 
quity. We fhall lee prelcntly, th^ this falfe and 
whimfical opinion was founded entirely on the fup^ 
pp^ed ^jmgcf of mal^ng innovations in the religbus 
* practices. 
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pradiccs', which had been received from the fayag^ 
of the conntry, or, as Plato ftyles them, the iudir 
genous iithabicants. 

The greater part of the religious ceremonies of tlie 
Egyptians came from the favages of Ethiopia, as 
Diodorufifays in the moft unequivocal manner J and 
the faft is of a nature not to be doubted. Yet no 
perfon has hitherto ever undertaken to feek in 
Ethiopia the origin of a A^'oifliip, evidently invented 
tliere. Mr, Jablonlki was perfeftly capable of making 
fuch refearches, the refult of which would have been 
infinitely .more fatisfadory than the conjeftures he 
, has hazarded, and the contradictions he could not 
avoid* 

At the article Phtha^ he defcribes the Egyptians 
as atheifts, whofe fyftem refembled too.exaftly that 
of Spinofa, for any perfon to be deceived, who had 
the leaft penetration* 

At the article Cnephy or Cnupbis^ he changes the 
fame Egyptians into deifts, who admit of an in^elli^ 
gent Being diftinck from matter— the Sovereign of 
Nature. 

Mr. Jablon(ki, who had much good fenfe, and ftill 
more erudition, would furely have reafoned in a dif- 
ferent manner, had he been lefs conneft^d with Lk 
Groze, who, by the confeflion even of his panegy- 
rift, became a rnere vifionary in the decline of life, 
without any figns of the little judgment he formerly 
poflfeffed. That man, bred a monk, flattered him- 
felf greatly on, his penetration in discovering atheifm 
^very-where ; and he fancied .he had fousd it in the 
* , ' • wretched 
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wretched Latin verfes compofed by a fool, called Jor- 
dan le Brun, who was committed to the flames by 
fome villains in Italy* It is madnefs, or at lead imbe- 
cility, to accufe whole^ nations of atheifm, when they . 
produce a few bad metaphyficians, who by means of 
certain fubtiities lofe themfelves in a cloud of ideas ; 
and their abfurdities difcover impertinent reafoners, 
rather than atheifts ferioufly determined on main- 
taining their opinions* Thofe, who adopt Tyflems • 
without knowing the objedions they may encounter, 
would do better to reiPfiin within the limits of incerr 
titude. 

Ancient hiftorians and geographers unfortunately 
give us very little infori^iation concerning the Ethi- 
opians,. Yet the few notions w^e have been able to 
coUeft, are fufficient to explain feveral difficulties^ 
and render the >vay lefs obfcure. In the firft place, 
it appears certain, that, with regard to religious ma,t- 
ters, they always remained clofejy connefted with the 
Egyptians. They CJ^me awually p carry thefhrine 
/)f Jupiter Ammon from Thebes to the limits of 
Ethiopia, where a folemn feaft \v4j5 celebrated, which 
certainly gave rife to the fmgulaf tradition of the 
gods coming to eat at the Heliotrapeze, or th^e Table 
of the Sun *• When Homer aflures us, in the Iliad, 
that Jupiter went frequently into Ethiopia, to affift at 
a- great feftival, we may fuppofe the poet informed 
pf this ceremony f • Herodotus has erred in placing 
^e Table of the Sun at Meroe, althpugh Solnus fup- 



* Diodorus, lib. 11. — Eiiftat. In Iliad, 
t Lib. 1*. 
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pofes it to have been ftill more towards the fouth. 
The whole pr oceffion required, as 'we are told, only 
twelve days, in going and returning by a different 
road from that which extended along the eaft bank 
of the Nile ; and it is impoffibfe to perform the jour-, 
ney in that time by the (horteft way from Thqbes ta 
Meroe. The latter place had, however, a temple 
dedicated likewife to Jupiter Ammon*; and this 
Haft tends alfo to prove, that * the religion of the 
Egyptians and of the Ethiopians was originally the 
feme. Among the former, indeed, fome changes 
had been introduced in the courfe of many centuries ; 
and the moft important of all related to the immo- 
lation of human viftims, HeliodoTus, although a 
great admirer of the Ethiopians, adniits Chat they 
facrificed boys to the Sun, and girls to the Moonf# 
The colony fent by them into Egypt, continued like- * 
wife to flaughter ftrangers, or men with red haif, oh 
the tomb of Ofiris, or the ftones confecrated to the 
3un ; and women! were moft probably facrificed to the 
Moon, in a fmall town called by the Greeks Ilitbfa. 
Some remains of that place are ftill found on the 
yight banW of the Nile, near kfpot known by the ' 
• 

♦ Pltnius,^ UK VI. cap, 19. 

t ^thiop. lib. X. Hclioclprus f«y«, that the Ethiopians fam* 
^ced Grangers only who were taken in war ; and althongh the 
gymnofophifts reprobated fuch facritices, the people pcrfiiltd in 
offering them. The Greeks imagined that the Egyptians inuno- 
latcd red-haired men -in the town of Diana, or Ilithya: but, in' 
my opinion, it in more probable thgt they facrificed wo- 
me?i, 

name 
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majne of Ml-Kab^ not more than twenty.four leagues 
from the confines of Ethiopia. 

^Jr« Jabloniki was therefore wrong in foppofing, 
that^ thefe atrocities had been borrowed from the 
fhepherd Arabs. They were at length totally aba- 
yfhed in the reign of Pharaoh Amafis ; while the fa- 
mous law for burning heretics alive, was not repealed 
in England until the time of Charles 11. The hif- 
tory of Egypt has never fmce afforded any inftances 
of that nature^: but in Ethiopia it wa$ more difficult 
to reform religion, becaufe' the civil laws had lefs^ 
power over the people, who were frequently difperfed 
cither in hunting, or wandering with their flocks in 
fearch of pafture. 

The firft gymnofc^hifts of Ethiopia mbft pro* 
baWy were nothing m'ore than wandering priefts, like 
thofc ftill known in Africa by the name of Marabuu 
That word, literally, tranflated, fignifies CJjild of the 
burning reed j either becaufe thofe impoftors fome- 
times burn their vidtims with reeds, or perhaps in aU 
lulion to their pretending to vomit fire, while they 
conceal kindled tow under their garments. An ex- 
ample of thiswasfeen in one thoufand feven hundred 
and thirty-one ; but executed in fo awkward a man- 
ner, that negroes only could have fwallowed the de- 
ception. When a nation has no other than wander* 
ing priefts, it is eafy to conceive, that among the 
numberlefs different fuperftitions introduced there, 
fome muft of courfe be contradldory ; becaufe opi- 
nions not being reduced to any body of dodrine, 
each juggler endeavours to advance his own. Count, 
I Bouhm* 
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Boulamvilliers fays, that among people like the fliep 
herd Arabs, the idea of a God Creator muft havef 
been longell preferved in all its purity *. But he 
knew nothing at all of the ancient Arabs, concern- 
ing whom Sale has procured explications, which 
prove that their notions of the Divinity were very de- 
graded. This indeed muft have been the cafe, becaufe 
each tribe multiplied the number ofPetiches and Ma- 
nitous, of which the facred animals of Egypt and 
Greece are the remains. For it might be proved, if 
the thing appeared of fufBcient confequence, that the 
Greeks were likewife greatly attached to the worfhip 
of animals : they revered, to a certainty, about 
twelve or thirteen different kinds, without including 
the weafel of Basotia. - 

ITie fpirit of the gymnofophifts did not begin to 
be developed until they were united in a fedentary 
body, or college, principally ftationed at Meroe. 
They then began to apply themfelves' to ftudy, and 
place fome order among the Ethiopian hieroglyphics : 
but unfortunately the treatife written particularly on 
that fubjcfl:, by the philofophcr Deraocritus, is en- 
tirely loft f . No perfon fliould be tempted to credit 
fuch extravagant praifes as thofe lavifhed by the Ro- 
man writer Philoftratus^ on the gymnofophifts I* 
Yet it is poffible, that in laboring to compile their 
hieroglyphics, they might have invented the fyllabi- 
cal alphabet^ ufed at this day in Abyflinia and Nubia, 

' ♦ Life of Mahomet. f Apud Lacrtium* 

^ lo rit. Apollon. lib. yi eaj^. 6/ 

* "^ " * ' whither 
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'wflither it could not be brought from any other 
country *. That difcovery was the more interefting, 
as without it literal charafters could never haVe been 
invented. It is a ftrange folly in Plato to accufe the 
priefts of Egypt of having injured irreparably the 
fciences, by inventing the art of writing. According 
to him, it tends prodigioufly to weaken the memory ; 
and Julius Caefar feems inclined to fupport this pre- 
judice, when fpeaking of the Druids, who furely 
nfever got any thing by heart but abfurdities. 

' Although fome paffages are found in DIodorus and 
Strabo, relative to the opinions of the gymnofophilts 
concerning the Divinity, yet it mud be confefTed that 
they are very obfcure. They feem founded entirely 
on the authority of fome Greek merchants, who 
about the time of Ptolemy Philadelphus began to 
penetrate into the centre of Africa. We know no- 
thing more with certainty, than that they acknow- 
ledged the exiftence of a God Creator, incomprehen- 
fible by his nature, but vifible in his works, which, 
according to them, are equally animated with the di- 
vine fpirit*- From this doctrine proceeded the fymbp- 
lical worfliip adapted to the genius of the Africans, 
whofe ardent imagination required to be fixed by 
palpable objefts like the Fetiches, and their anxiety ' 
concerning futurity, calmed by auguries. The 
Greeks and Romans confulted the oracles every in- 

• Herodotus obferves, in his fourth book, that the Ethiopians * 
' ufod two very" different charaders. The. fivii confided of hiero- 
glyphics, from which thole of Egypt were copied ; the fecond* wc ^ 
may fuppofc to iiuve been a fvllablcal alphabet. 

ftant 
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ftant merely from habit j but among the Africans^ 
that Guftom feems to have been a phyfical want pecu- 
liar to warm climates, where the minds of the com- 
mon people are extremely weak and impatient. In 
Europe it is remarked, that women in general are 
much more eager after predictions than men ; while 
philofoph^rs, undifturbed at the idea of what may 
happen, cgrreft or fupport bad fortune* 

Many natural reafons explain why oracles have 
ceafed in feme places .of ancient Europe and Alia ; 
but they can never be abandoned in Africa* Two arc 
known at this day on the weftern coaft, which are asi 
famous as ever could have been that of Delphi. By 
an unpardonable ignorance of modern hiftory, both 
Van Dale and Fontinelle have been led to admit, in 
favor of their adverfaries, that all oracles are now 
really lilent. This falfity, however, is demonftrated 
by the narratives of travellers, who are now livings 
and particularly by Romen 

When Pliny and Solnus fay, that fome cantons of 
Ethiopia had elected a dog for their king, it can only 
be underftood, that they rendered worfhip to that 
animal, of which we have feen many examples 
among the Egyptians their defcendants* The in- 
formation of the ancients concerning the interior of 
Africa, was certainly more extenfive than ours ; but 
on the other hand the coafts are much better known 
to us ; and all the nations there, without exception, 
r?vere ferpents. The inhabitants of the kingdom of 
Jtidhac worlhip one fpecics, which feems to have no 
nt)xi6us qualities ; and it is even fuppofed to deftroy 

fome 
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jbme fmall black-colored adders, faid to be venomi 
bus : but other negroes have converted real vipers 
Into fitithesy although their bite almoft invariably 
bccafions death. In general^ the adoration paid to 
fcrpents is founded on the fear naturally entertained 
by mankiiid for thofe reptiles : fuSh as are dan- 
gerous, it is fuppofed, fliould be conciliatefd \ and the 
others feem to merit a peculiar diftinftion, as if a gq^ 
nius, friendly to humanity, had taken care to difarm 
them ; iind this clafs has pfindpally been ufed for 
prognoftication. The omens were confidered favor- 
able when the Ifiac ferpents tafted the offering, and 
dragged themfelves flowly round the altar. But it 
muft be obferved that fotiie of thofe reptiles attach 
themfelves like dogs to their matters, sind learn dif-^ 
ferent tricks, which are never after forgotten! thus 
tre may, with fome certainty, fuppofe, that the fer- 
pents of Ifis were tailght to dbey the voice or gef- 
tures of the minifters^ The Gneph^ or divine good- 
nefs, was reprefented by an innocent adder ; and 
ftrength or power, by a viper; The pHefts of Ethi- 
opia, as well as thofe of Egypt^ wore the figure of 
the latter coiled ilp in their bonnets of ceremony ; 
tod we have already had oecafion to obfefve^ that the 
diadem df the Pharaohs was likewife ornamented with 
this emblem*. — 

The worfhip rendered to ferpeiits wsis riot cfonfihed 
to particular towns of Thebais and Delta; for j3BUan 

* Sacerdotes Mthiopum et JEgypttorum gerunt pikos ohlongo^ in. 
veriice timhiRcum hahentes^ d ffrpenHbuSf quoi AJfides appdlant^ cir* 
funroolutos. Diod. lib. \^^ 

VOL. if^ M affure^ 
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aiTures us, that they were kept in aU the temples ol 
Egypt*: this (eem$ the more probable) becaufe it 
was one of the moft ancient, or perhaps the firft Ux* 
perdition of the inhabitants of Africa^ where th^ 
largeft adders were .carefully colieded for the tern* 
pies of Serapis : fome of tho(e brought by die £thi« 
opians to Alexandria were twenty-five or twenty»fiz 
£eet in lengthy but they are found of more than twic« 
thsu fize in Senegal. 

The want of documents prevents us from entering 
into further difcuffions concerning the patticular de* 
Totion of the college of Meroe : we know^ however, 
that it terminated in the piofl: fatal manner, from hav*; 
ing coiaftantly oppofed the progreb of defpotifm*^ 
that ancient malady of ibvereigns. Ergamenes, the 
tyrant, who was cotemporary with Ptolemy Fhila- 
delphus, and a Greek by origin, is faid to have 
caufed all the gymnofophi(ts to be maifacred in oi^ 
day ; and this threw that part of Ethiopia into a 
ftate of defolation, whence it has never iince recover- 
ed. Some ruins only are found of Jxum^ FJkUhes^ 
and Naphtbe^ where fome years ago the Jews, it wag 
faid, intended to form a ftate independent of the 
Turks and Abyffinians- This report, however, ba4 
not been confirmed ; and indeed they are to be con*, 
fidered as not only incapable of executing, but cvc^ 
^f meditating fuch a projed, for they know no other 
beroifm than ufuty. 

Thephilofophers of Ethiopia, like thofeof Egypt, 
moft probably clothed their knowledge in allego- 

^r Dc Nat. Animal, lib k. cap. 31. 
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ries : on this muft have been founded the fable re- 
lated by Plutarch, concerning fome towns and villages 
fttuated near the ifland of Elephantis, which Pharaoh 
Amafis promifed to cede to the king of Ethiopia, if 
his gymnofophifts fucceeded in explaining certain 
enigmas* The Ethiopians, he adds, hazarded fome of 
their territories on the fame condition : but although 
we read other fuch ftories in the writings of the 
ampUiier Jofephus, and in the life of -31fop, compofed 
by a fool called Planudes ; we muft not be tempted 
ro believe that the fovereigns of antiquity were fa 
eafily difppfed to fport with their dominions : Egypt 
in particular was too fmall to be difmembered for an 
enigma, particularly by fuch good neighbours as the 
Ethiopians, who never attempted to turn afide the 
courfe of the Nile, concerning the poffibility of 
which more (hall be faid in the Section on Govern- 
ment. 

After what has already been abferved, it would be 
fuperfluous to refute the many different fyftems pro- 
pofed, ever fince the days of Ifocrates, on the origin 
of the worfliip rendered to animals. We find that 
the Egyptians, inftead of being the inventors, had 
brought that puftom with them from Ethiopia, where 
it feems to have originated with the ferpents, and the 
fmall bull, fuppofed to be the bubalos of naturalifts. 
This ammal, the dwarf of its fpecies, has horns re- 
fembling thofe of the moon ; and the imagination of 
the Africans has frequently been ftruck by fimiiitudes^ 
much Ids obvious. The colony of Ethiopians, who 
took poflfeffion of the valley of the Lower Nile, in- 
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(lead of renouncing, became more than ever attached 
to fuch fuperllitious pra£tices, when they rem^ked 
the utility of the cat, weafel, ichneumon, fparrow- 
hawk, vulture, fcreech-owl, ftork, and ibis. It waa 
abfolutely neceflary to put fuch animals under the 
particular protedion of the law ; otherwife the coun-^ 
try would have been altogether uninhabitable. The 
Turks, who do not pretend to be idolaters, are as 
care&il in preventing the ibis from being deftroyed as 
the Greeks and Romans. Whatever may be the re- 
ligion of thofe who (hall in future poflefs that coun- 
try, they will always continue to refpect thofe animals, 
fo juftly named the purifiers of Egypt. 

It has always appeared unaccountable to the an« 
cients, as well as to the moderns, that fome towns; 
ihould hc^ve adored crocodiles. Cicero is the only 
perfon who fuppofes that this was in confequence of 
their utility*; but he would have been much em- 
barrafled to explain in what confifted this advantage, 
fo inconceivable to much more able naturalifts. In. 
the year one thoufand feven hundred and feventy, 
hamg been particularly engaged in fludying the to- 
pography of Egypt, it firft occurred to me that Cop- 
tos, Arfinoe, and Crocodilopolis the fecond, the 
towns moft remarkable for the adoration of croco- 
diles, were all fituated on canals at fome diftance from 
the Nile. Thus by the lead negligence in allowing 
the ditches to be filled up, thofe animals, from being 
incapable of going far on dry land, could never have 

• Pojftm de tchuummum utilitatt? de erotodtlorum^ de feUum 
dken / Jeinolo cjftkngus, Ciccw de Nat, Deonim^ lib* i. cap. 36. 

airived 
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wnved at thofe three places, where they were conli- 
dered as the fymbols of water fit for drinking and 
watering the fields, as we learn from ^lian, and 
more particularly in a paflage of Eufebius*. As 
long as^ this worfhip was in vogue, the government 
might remain affured that the fuperftitious would not 
negleft to repair the canals with the greateft exacl- 
jiefs. In the fame manner every dependance could 
be placed on the Oxyrinchites for prefcrving the great 
canal, now known by the name of Kalit% il Menhi^ on 
which depended thp arrival, among them, of the fa- 
cred fifli called oxyrincbus. Two other towns, in- 
deed, CrocrodilopoUs the third, and Ombos, had 
likewife their crocodiles : Mn d^Anville hefitates in 
fixing the pofition of Ombos, but he fhould have 
placed it further inland, towards the foot of the 
Arabic heights, for we know that the inhabitants had 
dug vaft ditches for watering their plantations f. It 
is therefore eafy to conceive why the people of the 
Arfinoite Nome, or the province of Feiumi had a 
crocodile called Siicbu^ of the juft, ornamented with 
golden ear-rings and bracelets, as we learn from 
Strabo* That lizard was to them not the emblem of 
Typhon, as fome have believed, but of the water on 
which their e:dftence depended, fo entirely, that they 

• Per htmunem crocodih tmpoptcfm Ttitvcm trtgrcdinttem ; navem^e 
Jigmficare moium m humido^ rrocodihtm vcro aquampotui aptam. £iifelk 
Praepar. Evan. lib. iii, cap. 1 1. 

f .Eian de Nat. AmmaL lib. x. cap. 21. The iituation of 
Crocodilopolis the third is not known ; but from what we know 
of the other towns, which had the fame name, it cannot be fup- 
pofeJ to have been on the banks of the Nile. 

H 3 could 
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could not have fubfifted fix months if the can^g to- 
vrards lUahon had been neglected. It is probabk 
that the Arfmoites endeavoured to draw fome au^ 
guries from their facred crocodiles, relative to the 
future overflowing of the Nile, becaufe they were 
ftill more interefted in that event than thofc who 
lived in the towns along the river. 

We have already, in another part of this work, 
attempted to explain what might have been the ob# 
jed; of the worlhip offered to the fquill, or fea^oBioi)« 
by the people of Pelujium and Caftunij fome of whom 
vere attacked with a fweUing of the tympanite 1uim!» 
and a delirium called typhomany^ which, as the teriR 
denotes, was an Egyptian diforder. It is furprifil^ 
^hat laint Jerome,, when fpeaking of this extenfioo 
of the inteftines, did not perceive that it produced 
thofe effefts, which he endeavoured to render ridi- 
culous*. It would certainly have been more rea- 
Ibnable to pity unfortunate people, labouring under 
natural infirmities, produced by thp fogs of the lake 
£irbdn, which are faid to be no lefs noxious thw 
thofe of the lake Afphaltis, or the Dead Sea, particu- 
larly during the heat of fummer. Mr. Pococke, who 
vifited the latter in April, found himfelf afflided with 
a weaknefs of ilomach, and an excefSvie dizzinefs, 
from having neglefted, as he was told by the people 
of (he country, to ufe fufficient precaution^ againft 
the vapors. When the Arabs pafs near that vaft 
river, where the water is fo thick that it prevents 

* Taceam de formidolofo tff hornhtPt cep^^ £5* crepitu vcnirU in' 
Jlatiq ui Fthfiaca rel'igm efl. In IfaJ. lib. \n. 

animal 
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:ta!nial bodies from finking^ they corer their mouths, 
and breathe only through the noftiih. 

Among the ftrperflitions of the Egyptians^ fome 
at firft fight feem unaccountable, fuch as thdr de- 
votion to the Ihrew-moufc : it was revered in the 
town of Atribis^ and embalmed after death in a fe- 
pulchre for the purpofe at Bufosj although the dif- 
tance between the two places was more than fifty 
tniles. The eyes of that Kttle animal being almoft 
as much concealed as thofe of the mole, Pldtarch 
pretends, that the Egyptians, believing it to be en- 
tirely blind, fancied in this fome fimilitude to tho 
diminution of light in the waning moon, and to the 
Afborj or the attribute of the Divinity peribnified . 
under that name, which was, in fad, the incompre-* 
henfibility of God, compared with the darknefs of 
night and of chaos. But before any fuch forced 
wid complicated references were invented, fome much 
ntore natural property muft have been difcovered in 
the flirew-moufe. It has always appeared to me that 
the Egyptians, like the Greek naturalifts, confidered 
that animal as belonging to the ciafs of weafels*, 
which received equal proteftion with the ichnenmons. 
The latter, we know, were confecrated to the Egyp- 
tian Hercules, who was the fame divinity with the 
Hercules of Thebes, in Beotia ; but as Greece pro- 

• The Greeks gave the name of wfafel-moufe to the fhrcw- 
moufe, becaufe they conceived it partook of the nature of both 
thofe animals. Tliis was certainly a more proper term than that 
^ mus-araneus^ which was ufed by the L«tin«» for it fiad fome 
refemblance to the weafel and none at all to the fpider. 
' ^. H 4 ' duc^' 
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duced no ichneumonsy the Thebans made no diffl* 
culty of fupplyipg their place with weafels ; and al«» 
though Greeks, fays JLlian, th^y are not lefe ridicu-^ 
lous for adopting fuch an abfurd devotion *. ThQ 
inveteracy qf the weafel towards rats and mice made 
the Egyptians place that animal upder the protedion 
of the law ; and finding fomething. of a refemblancci 
however trifling, in the (hrew-moufe, they were led ta 
imagine all the fymboUcal doftrine alresuly men- 
tioned. 

Some facred animals pofP^iTed only enigmatical and 
augural properties, in whatever manner they ar^ 
confider^d : fuch was the fcarabee, dedicated to the 
fun, and very diflferent from th^ ugly infefl: mentioned 
by Pliny. From the defcription given by Orus Apollo^ 
who fays it refembles tbefparkling luftre of the eye of 
a cat in the dajk, we may conclude that the Egyptian^ 
had taken, for the fymbol of the fun, the great golden 
fcarabee, called by fome the cantharides. This infe^ 
is frequently feen in gardens, where it feeds on ants 
and fmall worms } when the light falls direftly on 
the fliield qf its wings, it has perfedly the appearance 
^hich the Latin tranflator of Orus Apollo ca:ls, radiU 
infignita. The other fcarabees of Egypt were the 
monoceros, with one horn on its corfelet, and the 
horn beetle with two, which it flmts like pincers. All 
the fuperftitions, relative to thefe three infefts, were 
confidered as very ancient ; and they appear to have 
been common to the Ethiopians, and other inhabit^ 

* Tbebani^ quamvis natlone Gr^clj rlfu funt ohruendi ; qui mufiellami 
Tt audioi rellgiofe colunt, De Nat. Animal lib, xiL cap. 5. 
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acLts of Africa, t^v^n before Egypt was inhabited *♦ 
Some traces of the fame worfhip are found, not only 
in the holy cricket of Madagafcar, but likewife 
among the Hottentots, who, as we read in the GeneraJ , 
Hiftory of Travels, look with veneration on the perfons 
over whom either the fcarabee with goldqn rays, or 
the horn-beetle of the Cape, chances to pafs, becaufc 
they confider it as a fortunate omen. What appear^ 
Jlill more furprifing is, that the fame prejudices, with 
regard to the fcarabee, have been introduced into 
Europe, where it is called by the vulgar, the Fly xf 
the Lordp This fuperftition could not have proceeded 
from the writings of St, Ambrofe, becaufe they are 
never read by the common people, who muft^ therc^ 
fore, be ignorant that he has frequently compared the 
,^effiah to a Scarabee, without leaving us even th< 
IhNiow of a conjefture on what fuch a ftrang^ com^ 
parifon could be founded. \tl many places of Europe 
the fong of the cricket is likewife confidered as pro» 
pitious J and many perfift in preferving thefe infedst 
although their (hriil and monotonous noife is aJmoil 
infupportabl^, when they become very numerous. 
Whatever may be the devotion of Europeans towards 
crickets, it does vioi equal that of the Africans, who 
piake a living by rehiring them ; and the rich would 
thiijk theii^felves at enmity with heaven, if they did 
not preferve whole fwarms in ovens, conftruded ex^ 
prefly for the pvirpofe. It (hould be conftantly re* 

• Scar^bees are, even now, fcen fculptiired on ftones in the roya| 
^pulchres of Biban-el-Moluk. We hav^ already obf(;?rved that thofc 
fnonuments arc more ancient th^n the pyramids. 

membered. 
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merabcred, that the minds of the lower dafs of 
people are liable to be forcibly ftnick wth trifling 
matters. Not many years ago the French pcafants 
began to render a kind of religious worfbip to the 
ehryfalis of the catterpillar, found on the great nettle^ 
becaufe they fancied it revealed evident traces of the 
Divinity. M . des Landes affnrcs us, that the curates 
had even ornamented the altars with thefe maggots ; 
as grafshoppers and canary fparrows are kept in cages 
in Spain to fing during the celebration d mafs*- 
If the imagination of man can be carried to this 
point in our temperate climates, can any perfon be 
furprifed that the Africans, whofc fancy is exalted 
by the fire of the atmofphere, fhould dJfcover fome 
rdemblance between the horns of the moon and thofe 
ef the bubalos ; or between the hom-beetle and tl» 
zodiacal Bull ? 

In the monuments defcribed by Montfaucon and 
Count Caylus, the Egyptian wcmien are fcen feeding 
the fcarabees on tables, or altars. This probably 
reprefents the real mode of drawing auguries from 
thofe infefts, which were treated nearly in the fame 
manner with the chickens at Rome, in the ceremony 
of what Cicero calls, the iripttdium^ and ierripavium^ 
In his fecond book on divination. However whim- 
fical thofe pra£Hces may appear, they do not equal the 
mode invented by the Chinefe for confulting the tor- 
toife, which is one of their greateft oracles. That fu- 
perftition furely was not derived from the Egyptians, 

* Rccuea des differenisTraites de Phypcjue, and Baretti's Lett^rt 

bn Spain. 

for 
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for the tortoife has never been even mentioned among 

their f^cred animals; yet all attempts to afcertain c:p> 

a^y the total number, have been hitherto ineffeAnatt 

and the refearches of Mr. Blandiard, infis^ted in the 

ninth volume of the Memoirs of the Academy of In* 

fcriptions, are altogether imperfect and incon(ifteiiC% 

We ihall, however, indicate here nearly all that cam 

be known of that matter from ai^cient authors; amt^ 

after havii^ fpoken of thepbjefks of fymbolical wor<^ 

fliip, we (hall endeavour to devdope the real fentt- 

meats of the Egyptians concerning the effence of the 

Divinity. 

In a burgh, fituated at the northern extremity of 
the lake Mareotis, a facred bull was fed ; and ahhough 
many other towns of Egypt pradifed the fame devo- 
^on, yet the names of Hermonthis, Heiiopolis, and 
Memphis only, are recorded. The reputation of the 
^ull Ap^ ecUpfed that of all the others, as foon as 
the court of the kings was transferred to Thebes ; byt 
in other refpeds the Egyptians had as great venerattoft 
ibr the environs of Memphis as for thofe of Abydo*. 
The learned cannot agree on the term fixed for the 
life of Af'ts : Plutarch pretends that he was drowned 
at the age of twenty..five years ; and this, according 
to him, agreed with the number of charaders con- 
tained in the Egyptian alphabet : but Mr. Butter, who 
fucceeded in finding out the Egyptian letters, l^ (hi- 
dying the fillets of the mummies, aflferts, that they 
did not exceed twenty-two. It is probable that Api« 
was deftroyed as foon as his appetite and vigour flagged 
imderthepreflure of age, becaufein that ftate he could 

not 
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»ot giTC favorable auguries, the only fervicc re*^ 
/}uired of him by the people. It may be prefumecl 
that the puUarHj attached to the Roman legion^, pre* 
vented, in the fame manner, the facred chickens from 
fiving beyond a period prefcribed by certain rules of 
the arufpices. The Egyptians drew prognoftics alfo 
from the voice of children, who fang and played in 
the proceffion of Apis, or at the door of his ftalK 
Mn Jablonlki obferves, that the oracle of the Jews^ 
known by the name of Bai-Koly or daughter of the 
voiccy appears to have been the fame with that of the 
children in Egypt, who became prophets before they 
were men* 

Several towns of that extraordinary country, fuch aa 
Momemphis, Chufe, and Aphroditopolis, kept facred 
cows ; but the conunon burying-place of thofe ani» 
mala was at Atharbechis, whither their bones were 
brought in boats. Cats received almoft ex^dly th^ 
fame treatment; it was imlawful to kill them in any 
part of the country, and when dead they were buried 
at Bubaftus. Bears had likewife their fepulchre, pro- 
.bably at Papremis, a town dedicated to Typhon, ot 
the evil principle, who was fuppofed to be calmed by 
having worfhip rendered to the hippopotamus, the 
true fymbol of the typhonic fpirit» That aninaal, fa 
far from coming at the prefent day to Old Cairo, 
never defcends below the catara^s of the Nile, and 
it was by mere chaace that one was taken at Daqiietta, 
lafter having loil itfelf in following the courfe of the 
river« In ancient times the race muft have been much 
more numerous than at prefent i and we find lions 

and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ON THE EGVPTIAKS AND CHINESE. lof 

aad tygers dimlnifhing in the fame manner. This i$ 
fikewife fuppofed to be the cafe with the crocodiles 
of the Nile, for they certainly never (how themfelves 
now in thofe places, where Seneca hys they were 
very abundant in his time** 

It feemed, indeed, as if the Egyptians had intended 
to make their country the receptacle of beads ; and 
y^et they did not poflefs fo many different kinds as 
Cicero intimate In the firft place, thofe ufed for 
burden, Uke the dromedary, the camel, and the ele« 
phant, were excluded, as well as all folipedes f for 
the horfe was never admitted among the fetiches^ and 
the Egyptians always difcovered a great antipathy to 
the afs* This has been afcribed to its ikin, which is 
generally red in that country, where all animals o£ 
that color were fuppofed to contain the effence of 
fome diftemper : in fad, the Egyptians conceived it 
to be incompatible with a good conftitution; and 
although their naturalifts have been turned into ri- 
dicule 0X1 that account, even by M. Montefquieu, their 
opinion is certainly more and more confirmed, at leaft 
with regard to catde. 

It is remarkable that the fame anitnals were gene- 
rally confecrated in two different towns ; as we find 
to have been the cafe with lions, dogs, rams, and 
wolves. ^Han pretends that the inhabitants of the 
great Lycopolitan prefedory took care to pluck up 
entirely that fpecies of aconite, vulgarly called wolfs^ 
hne^ left it fliould injure any of the objeds of their 

• Nat. Queft. lib. xiv. cap. 2, It muft, however, be fuppofed 
tl|^ Seneca was weU infipnned* 

vene. 
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Tcneration. This ftory, however, is truly ndicnhiw^ 
Hffbtn we refleft that the Lycopditans never pefnrittecl 
the wolves to ran at liberty in their provinces : thofe 
animals did not exceed in Cize the comoion houfedog, 
and fome well-preferved mummies have proved thdf 
charaderiftics to be very differ«it from >fhat they 
are defcribed by Herodotus. 

The weafel was revered principally in Thebais; the 
ichneumon, or the rat of Pharaoh, in the towns of 
Hercules, fuppofed by fome geographers to have been 
three ; the (hrew-moufe at Atribis and Buto ; the 
antelope at Copros; the buck-goat at Mendes, Thrauis, 
and probably alfo at Panopolis : thcf otter, sdthouglr 
never tamed, was apparently privileged throughout 
tiie whole country. The two towns of Mercury had 
cynocephali, or papions, which, as well as the monkey 
Cebus, feeninthe Babylon of Egypt, about two leagues 
above Memphis, were brought from Ethiopia. 

Epiphanes fpeaks- of a chapel where ravens were 
fed* ; but this mufi: have been a tomb near the lake 
Mseris, which, according to the tradition of the coun- 
try, contained the body of a bird of that fpecies, em* 
ployed by an ancient king in carrying letters. No 
other conveyance of letters was known in Egypt 
than by means of pigeons ; and the origin of thi» 
expedient is loft in the night of time: we 
find it mentioned as a very common thing in the 
verfes of Anacreon, who pratlifed that manner of 
fending billets, which were no doubt worthy of being 

* In Ancot. taaa. iu 

carried 
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carried by tfee favorite birds of Venus*, It is not 

Mm& to obferve here, that the obfervatioas in Mr; 

Mallet's work, relative to the cuftom of eipploying 

|ngeons in literary correfpon^nce, is ^extra&ed froai 

fome Aratic authors, who have evidently exaggerated} 

jand their teilimony befides is of no wdght,*with re* 

gard to the diftant periods to which we now allude* 

Diodorus Siculus informs us, that the government of 

Egypt fent letters to every town in the whale king* 

dom, announcing theincreafe of the Nile— the mea^ 

ftirem^it could only take place at the three Nilome- 

ters; and as pigeons were fo numerous, from their 

being the chief food in times of the plague, it feemt 

natural that the Egyptians fliould have preferred them* 

for conveying fpeedy information ; befides, it wa* 

difficult for thofe meffengers to lofe their way there, 

becaufe, in proportion as they afcended in the air,. 

they law themfelves furrounded by the fea, and vaft 

deferts of faad« 

Two towns, known by the name of Hieracopolist 
fed fparrow-hawks ; but a diflFerent fpecies, brought 
from Ethiopia, and not hitherto afcertained by na- 
turalifts, wa$ confecrated in the temple of Phylae* 
The eagle was revered in Thebais, and the fcreech^ 
owl at Sais ; the vulture, the ibis, the tadorne, the 
ftork, and the puet, were univerfally facred, although 
they had no temples ; while Arnobus aiTures us, thrf; 
florae chapels were dedicated entirely to fcarabees f. 



* Odeix. 

t Arapt^^ adycrfuij Cent. lib. k 
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The perch, or the fi(h called the variole, Wats hefcf 
in great veneration at Latopdis ; the carp ^t Lepi^ 
dotum; a town of Thebais; the pike at O^^yrinchusj 
the fea-bream, or reddifh-fparus, at Syene ; and tha 
meotis in the iQand Elephantis : but the charac- 
teriftics of the latter are not known, any tnote than 
thofe of the phyfa, which feetns tcr hive arifwered 
likewife fome fuperftitious purpofes. The Greeks, 
however, were greatly miftaken, when fhey confidered 
the eel, beCaufe not eaten by the Egyptians^ as be- 
longing ta the fart'ed fiflies : nttoy thingsf pfohibited 
by the dietetic regimen ttiaft not be; counted among 
the number of fetiches ; but wof flnp tvais certainly 
paid to ferpents at Metellis, iil Lower Egypt, arid pro- 
bably at Terenuthis. All the temples eontairied, in- 
deed, difFcrent kinds of feptiles, the mofl remarkable' 
of which was the horned adder, revered in fome 
parts of Thebafs ; and, according to all appearances^ 
in the ifland of Elephantis, as well as at a little town 
called Cnuphis, fituated towards the twenty-fifth 
degree. ' 
. The hiftory of the faered plants of Egypt has al- 
ways been very obfcufe ; and we only know that 
great veneration was teflified there for the nymphea^ 
the poppy, the olyraj^ the papyrus, the fquiU, the* 
abfynth of Tapoforis ; and, as Veftling fays, wild 
muftard. To thefe were added, the perfea, different 
kinds of palm-trees, and the acacia^ which probably 
gave rife to what is Aiid in the hiftory of Barlaom,. 
relative ta a worfliip rendered by the Egyptians- 
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to thorns *; This pretended devotion extended pro- 
bably no further than to addiiig fome branches of 
acaCa, when the firft fruits of the earth were carried 
in proceffion : nothing of that kind was feen in the 
interior of the temples, where ftatu^s, or human 
figures, were very rare ; and little elfe was feen than 
fome animals, a few vafes filled with the water of the 
Nile, and lamps never permitted to burn out. By 
means of the perpetual light in the temple of Jupiter 
Ammon, fevera} attempts were made to afcertain the 
duration of fome celeftial revolutions; but, as the 
tocients themfelves perceived, they could never pro«» 
duce any advantage. 

\Such is the enumeration of the fetiches, among 
wl^ich the Egyptians fought all kinds of fmiilitudes. 
with the flars, the moon, the fun, and the attributes 
of the Divinity : their objefts conflhuted, in general, 
the fymbolical worfliip, fo improperly confounded 
with idolatry. The Indians, likewife, were confidered 
in Europe as idolater^, while we had to depend en- 
tirely on the affertbns of miffionaries and travellers; 
but their books, when tranflated, proved how much 
they had been mifreprefented. We do not pretend 
here to fpeak of the populace of India, for they, like 
the common people of Egypt, went aftonifhingly 
aftray; but if ever fanaticifm was its own punilhment, 
it piuft be in the cafe of the Hindoos : they fubmit 

• JEgyptti coluerunt cattum^ et cantm^ et lupum^ et Jtmtam^ et dracO" 
nentf et afftdem^ Aln tepas^ et allia^ etfpinas. Ad calcem Oper. 
Damas* 

VOL. ir, I t9 
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to the moft rigid forts of penanse ; but the fevereft 
of all, according to their own confeffion, is the per- 
formance of a pilgrimage to the palgoda of the Great 
Lama, where they can arrive only by traverfmg, 
during thirteen or fourteen months, the moft fright- 
ful deferts, at the mercy of the Tm-tars and beafts of 
prey ; thofe, who are more devout than the reft, con- 
tinue dieir journey into Siberia, to vifit the kutuktusj 
or particular bifliops ; and thus fuch wretches are 
found carrying their provifions on their backs from 
Calicut ib Selinginfkoi, in the fiftieth degree of 
iKtfth latitude. Until more information is acquired, 
relative to the motives of thefe prodigious joumies, it 
will be difficult to perfuade me that the religion of 
Hindoftan is not derived from that of the Lamas. 

However warm cKmates in general may tend to 
afFeft the human heart with fuperftition, yet that in- 
fluence is peculiarly remarkable in Egypt : the prieft^ 
do not &em to have had any intereft to increafe the 
perverfe genius of the fanatics ;-becaufe they po^fled 
a fixed revenue from lands, which were ceded to^farm* 
ers at a very trifling rent, and ccftifequently not 
febjeflt to variation. From this were dedufted the 
fums neceflkry for repairing the temples, procuring 
viAims, and defraying all the expences of facrifice. 
Tliey fl»o«ld not, therefore, be compared wiA thofe 
infamfous vagabonds in Italy, who, borro\nng their 
name and charaSer, begged in the ftreets of Rome, 
from the fecond hour of the day to the eighth, when 
they returned toihut the temple of Ifis. Such, cen- 

4ua 
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chid Would not have been permitted in Egypt ftmong 
the vileft clafs of men, much lefs among the prieftsj 
for no beggars were tolerated by the law* 

When the members of the facerdotal order enjoy 
a certain income, and afe prohibited from bagging, 
they muft furely be interefted in maintaining the 
cftabliihed religion, whatever It may be: But no 
inducements remain for introducing new fuperfti* 
tions, which mud appear to them as more dan* 
gerous than ufeful. 

The partition of lands in Egypt has always been 
confidered as an eflential defed in its political confti« 
tution* Biodorus pretends, that one third part, 
amounting to fix hundred and fifty fquare leagues, 
was in poflefiion of the facerdotal claOs i and as an 
equal portion belonged to the military, and another 
to the fbvereign, none remained for the people. Tet 
this ftatemenc could not have been exad; for the 
conquerors, called the fliepherd kings, forced the 
people Uy give up their lands ; and we know that 
they were afterwards rcftored on the expulfion of 
thofe banditti* 

No dependence can be placed on the opinions of 
Herodotus and Diodorus, with regard to the real 
principles of the government of Egypt. The con- 
ititution had been certainly changed ever fince the 
days of Sethon, who fpread fo much confufion roxmd 
the throne, that no tnedium cjould be found between 
extreme liberty and exccflive flavery^ As all mo* , 
narchial ftates have fome degree of fplendor under 
their firft defpots, before they fink into eternsd ob- 

I 2 ^fcurity J 
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fcurlty; in the fame manner did Egypt appear bnU 
liant for an inftant before its fall. 

Mr. Schegel, known by his learned Commentary 
on the work of the Abbe Banier, fuppofes that each 
Egyptian prieft poffefled only twelve arourse, which 
do not amount to the fame number of acres. Were 
our modern bifliops and rulers of monks reduced to 
the fame quota, fo far from riding in their carriages, 
they would fcarcely be able to purchafe ihoes* Some 
authors, like Pierius, have fuppofed that the laws of 
Egypt did not permit the facerdotal clafs to keep 
horfes ; and the regulation of Mofes might perhaps 
refer to that particular difpofition : but many of the 
learned are of opinion, that it related only to the 
climate of Paleftine, which was peculiarly unfe- 
vorable to thofe quadrupeds. At all events, as his 
intention was evidently to change a race of (hepherds 
into hufbandmen, he afted wifely in prohibiting 
horfes ; and indeed a more cffeftual plan could not 
be devifed for reforming the morals of the Bedouin 
Arabs, whofe high-bred mares are to them what fhips 
are to the Algerines. 

It muft be acknowledged, that we are at a lofs to 
determine the real divifion of lands in Egypt. By « 
making each portion in the facerdotal order amount 
to twelve arourae, the fame inconvenience arifes as 
in the military diftribution, where, according to He- 
rodotus, the quota of the general was not greater 
than that of the private foldier ; and this can never 
be credited. The fovereign, or the ftate, had to pay 
a certain fum in money or grain to thofe priefts who 

were 
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Were fent to Thebes for the adminiftta^ion of jufticc* 
From this we may infer that the produce of their 
lands was not very confiderable, particularly for mar- 
ried men; and no others, it appears, were ever admit- 
ted to the exercife of public fundions. In thi3,at leaft, 
a few traces are feen of what fome have affeded to 
call the wifdom of the Egyptians, Their priefts, be- 
fides being magiftrates, had the infpe£lion of the 
laws, archives, hiftorical records, public education, 
compolition of almanacks, aftronomical obfervations, 
furveying of lands, meafurement of the Nile, and, 
finally, every thing belonging to medicine, falubrity 
of the air, ^ijd embalming. Thus, including their 
wives and children, they amounted perhaps tp one 
feventh part of the nation.. Very erroneous ideas, 
concerning that body of men, are formed by . thofe 
who compare them to the clergy of any country in 
Europe, where feven or eight convents of monks 
fometimes ppflefs more revenues than the whole fa-* 
cerdotal order of Egypt. Yet the latter performed 
continual labors ; and being fubdivided into differ^it 
claffes, each had particular occupations. The firft 
comprehended the prophets, who prefided at the tri- 
bunal, where their decifiqn was given without fpeak* 
ing, merely by turning the image of Truth to on^ or 
other of the parties. If the reprefentation of a fu* 
perb monument of Thebais, inferted in Mr. Poqock's 
Travels, can be regarded as exafl:, the judge held that - 
image fufpended at the end of a kind of fceptre, 
and not hanging to his neck, as is commonly fup* 
pofed, 
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The andent Greeks had fallen into egregious er* 
tors, iirith regard to the fignification of the word 
prophet^ although it originated in their own lafiguage; 
and Plato took fome pains to adjuft their ideas. 
Thofe, fays he, are truly ignorant, who imagine 
that the prophet predids future events ; for that be* 
longs, continues he, to the mantis alone, and he i^ 
always a fool, a madman, or a maniac. From this 
it refults, zl Plato obferves, that the prophet was 
nothing more than the interpreter of the predidlion, 
and could not be the author ; becaufe it was requilite 
for him to be in his proper fenfes, which was irre* 
concileable with the fpirit of prophecy. Thus the 
miferable being, qualified witlr the name of mantis j 
like the Pythia of Delphi, was nothing more than 
theinftrument of fuperftition; for all depended on 
thofewhb interpreted the oracle. If we read, that 
the Pythia fometimes received money to give favor- 
able anfwers to one town in preference to another, it 
muft not be believed that fhe alone was bribed, but 
all the troop of fycophants attached to the oracle of 
Delphi. 

With regard to the Egyptians, Clemens of Alex- 
andria points out pofitively what were the funftions 
of their prophets* It was ncceffary for them to be 
well verfed in jurifprudence, and to know exaftly the 
whole coHeftion of laws human and divine, inferted 
in the ten firft canonical books, which were fuppofed 
to Contain every thing relative to religion. Thus the 
prophets were not remarkable for h^ing learned in 
profane fcience j while the facred fcribes, or hiero. 

grammatiftsi 
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^mmatifts, from applying themfelves to the ftudy 
ef hiftory Mtd natural philofophy, attraScd great 
confideration, and were ranked before the aftrcmo* 
'mers and geometricians, or arpedonaptes, who ne- 
verthelefe belonged to the firft clafs, as well as the 
hieroftoliftes *. 

After thefe came the comaftes, who prefided at 
public feafts, the zacores, niocores, and the pafa- 
phores, who took care of the temples, and ornamented 
the altars, the fingers, fpragiftes, phyficians, embalm- 
ers, and finally, the interpreters. The latter appear to 
have been the only people capable of fpeaking a little 
Greek ; for the other priefts knew nothing but the 
Egyptian Janguage, which differed very little from 
that of Ethiopia. During the conqueft of the fhep- 
herd kings, it was found impoffible for thofe who 
fpoke only Arabic, or the Phenician language, to 
make themfelves underftood by the Egyptians* This 
^bfervation, as well as many others, tends to prove 
the error of thofe who imagine Egypt to have been 
peopled by Arabs, who had paffed the ftrait of Bab- 
eUMandel. In that cafe, inftpad of being fo very 
different, the Egyptian language muft have remained 
a dialed of the Arabic. 

With regard to certain monks called Sanfes and 
Renoboiesy faid to have lived in Egypt many centuries 

♦ Aulus Gellius, and Macrobius, attribute great fltill in ana- ^ 
tomy to the Egyptians. They pretend that their priefls of the 
firft clafs wej?e conft crated by rubbing balm on the ring-finger cf 
the left hand, the ycin of which ihey believed came direftly 
frqm the bcs^rt, 
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before the exiftence of Chriftianity, and even priof 
to the invafion of Cambyfes, we may venture to affert, 
that the whole is a fidion ; becaufe no fuch drones 
are mentioned by any of the Greek authors, who 
ever wrote concerning Egypt. Neither can we fup- 
pofe, that a clafs of men could have remained ia 
that country, who, belonging neither to the clergy, 
the military, nor the people, muft have been more 
expenfive than all the other facred animals together. 
It was in the time of confufion occafioned by the 
defpotifm of the Roman emperors, that Egypt firft 
became a prey to legions of cenobites ; and that 
plague alone proved more fatal than all thofe re-^ 
corded in the annals of the Jews *. 
, Although Mr. Schmidt has publifhed a very learned 
Diflertation on the priefts of Egypt, it muft be re- 
marked, that an effential particularity, forming one 
of their exterior charafteriftics, has efcaped his at- 
tention. . They carried, in the fame manner as the 
kings, a fceptre exaftly in the form of a plough f . 
This cuftom feems to have been taken from the an- 
cient gymnofophifts of Ethiopia, who aflerted, that 
the firft alimentary grain was found near the ca- 
tarads of the Nile j and it is faid that a fpecies of 

* The firft Chriftian monks of Egypt were called, in the Ian 
guage of the country, Sarahait^ which fignifies people difobedicnt 
to the magiftrates, according to the interpretation of Bochart. The 
word Remohotes is perhaps a corruption of RcmaiteSi which feems 
likewife to denote fadious people. 

f Sacerdotcf Mgyptiorum et Mthtof>um gerunt fccptrum tn for mam 
aratrlfadumf quo reges etlam utuntur. Diod. Sicul. lib. iv. 
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«rild fpelt really grows in that neighbourhood. The 
learned have had opportunities of feeing frequently the 
aratriformed fceptre of the kings and priefts of Egypt 
on different monuments, and even in the hands of the 
mummies, without knowing it to be fuch. Mr# 
Cleyton makes it an inftrument altogether ridicu^ 
lous *, and Father Kircher, the moft unfortunate of 
men in his conjedlures on hieroglyphics, fuppofes it 
to be an alpha. Indeed the Theban plough has 
fome little refemblance to the letter A ; but he fhould 
have perceived that this was not the firft of the 
Egyptian charafters ; for we know that they began 
by the ihotby in honor of the genius who prefided 
over fciences. Th6fe fceptres, in the form of a 
plough, are much lefs difgufting than the long nails 
pf the Chinefe ; and it might appear extraordinary 
that the Egyptians fliould have taken from an inftru- 
ment of that kind the chief emblem of royalty and 
priefthood, were we not affured of the great refpcft 
they always preferved for agriculture. Even their 
gods are reprefented cultivating the earth, and toil- 
ing in the fields, according to that allegorical ftyle 
which has beenthe fource of fo many fables; and 
thus Ofiris was faid to have conftruded his own 
plough, and opened the firft furrow f. 

Egypt containfed four choniathim, or celebrated 
colleges : that of Thebes, where Pythagoras ftudiedj 

* Journal from Grand Cairo, written by the Prefetto of Egypt, 
f Primus aratra manufolertt fecit Ofiris^ 

£t tcncram ferr^ foUoitavk humum^^ TibuUus, lib. !• 
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that of Memphis, where Orpheas, Tfaai^^ and Dembw 
critus are faid to have been Uiftr a£bsd ; that of HeUc^o^ 
lis, frequented by Plato and Eudoxus ; and finally that 
of Sais. The legifiator Sdon yifited the laft, moft pro-* 
bably with the hope of difcoverutg fome n^moirs 
relative to the town of Athens, which pafied among 
the Greeks for a colony founded by the Saites. As 
this college was lefs ancient than the reft^ it had not 
the right of fending deputies to the great council of 
the nation at Thebes, where ten members from each 
of the other three, formed the tribunal of thirty, 
prcfided by a prophet, to whom hiftorians have given 
the title of Archidicaftes. 

It is difficult to fay in what manner the Greeks, 
who fojourned in Egypt, paffed their time. Plato 
feems to have tranfaded comnlercial affairs; and they, 
in my opinicm, interefted htm more than the ftudy 
of the fcicnces, or the hiftory of the Egyptians, 
concerning which he has given Us fcarcely any inform^ 
ation, although he refided thirteen years at Heli- 
opolis and Memphis* Yet the continental voyages 
of the Greek philofophers and poets have contri- 
buted more than any thing elfe to illuftrate the hiftory 
of that region* Without their aid, and the annals 
of the Jews, we could have known little of a coun* 
try, where all the monuments are dumb, and not 
^ Angle vplum? remains of the whole library of 
Thebes, 

What Eufebius relates of a college at Alexandria, 
frompofed of pri^ who w^re all hermaphrodites, 

mvft 
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tnuft be confidered as entirely fabulous*. Onthecon* 
^ trary^ no perfon, who was born with any remarkable 
bodily iroperfedion:^ could be confecrated in Egypt ; 
and the very animals, when deformed, were never ufed 
either for facrifice, or in fymbolical worfhip. Eufe* 
bius, pretending to praife Conftantine, places boldly 
among his greateft aftions the order given by him for 
flaughtering without mercy all thofe pretended her- 
maphrodites of Alexandria. Could this account be 
credited, it muft increafe our deteftation of a mon* 
fter who fliould have been long before tired with 
affaflination. Nothing <:ould be more abfqrd and 
cruel than to inflidl death on women, who were un- 
fortunately condemned by nature to a deformity not 
uncommon in Egypt ;. and, fortunately, we find no 
other ecclefiaftical writer bearing teftimony to this 
pretended murder. Conftantine, however, afted 
with very little policy, in removing the portative 
Nilometer from the place where it was generally 
kept ; and this inflamed ftill more the minds of the 
people, becaufe they perceived that he a£led in tri- 
fling matters from inftigation. Whether that inftni- 
ment remained in the temple of Serapis, or in a 
Chriftian chapel, did not affedk in the leaft the over- 
flowing of the Nile ; but his coiiduft violated ex- 
tremely thofe ancient ufages,, which fome nations 
confider as their chief richest 

• In Vit. Conftant. lib. iv; c. 25.— The Greeks of Alexandria 
profcllcd a worftup very diffcrcpt from the amicnt religion of 
EgTPt* 

Conring 
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Conring has been more zealous than any other 
modern writer in combating the phantom of Egyp* 
tian wifdom. After reducing all the pretended phi-r 
lofophy of that country to a colleftion of grofs opi- 
jiions, he accufes the very phyficians of holding a 
conflant intercourfe with demons, and of being ut^ 
terly incapable of curing any diforder *. From this 
•we may judge that Conring was not the greateft phi- 
lofopher of his age; and by writing fuch palpably 
abfurdities, \ic difgraced his own judgment more 
than the reputation of the Egyptians, who had bci. 
fides to fufFer the unjuft imputation of atheifm. Thi$ 
jnuft be the cafe, it was , faid, becaufe they give two 
fexes to each ekment, and conclude by their great 
maxim, that God is alL But in faft they never pre- 
tended that the dements could produce by their own 
inherent power alonq. On reading attentively what 
the naturalift Seneca fays on this diftin^on, we per* 
ceive that it was merely a vulgar method of expreff^ 
ing the difference between fire and light j betweei^ 
vegetable and mineral fubftances ; between air in a 
calm and in an agitated (late; between frefli and 
fait water f . . However ridiculous this may appear at 
the prefent day, it veas far fropn being fvich in thofii 

* De Hermetica Mcdicina, cap, x. & xL 
I *f* ^.gypt'tt quatuor ekmentafecere : delnde exjtngulls binay marem H 
fxmlnam, Aerem marem judic ant ^ qua venetus ejii famlnam^ qua neiulofut 
^ iners. Aquam virUem vacant mare ; muliebrem^omnem allam, Ignkm 
vooant vmfcnlumy qua ardet Jlamma^ l^ famnam qua lucet inno^ius 
ta8u, terrain fort'toreniy tnarem vocant, faxa capefque / femln^i 
nomen ajpgnant huk tra^ahiH ad culturam. Seneca, Nat^ Quaeft* 
lib. 111. cap. 14, / 
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diftant times, when natural philofophy, like a child 
beginning to walk, made its firft eflforts to leave the 
cradle. The Egyptians thought to have done a great 
deal^by perceiving that nature poffefles four element- 
ary fubftances. Their ideas ofi this point \vere infi- 
nitely more rational than thofe of the Chinefe, who 
extend the number of elements to five, ahhough 
they exclude the air ;' and as their imagination 13 
heated, they pretend- that their hing^ or elements, 
are animated by five genii, who produce fucceffively 
a dynafty of Chinefe emperors. Thence, fays Vif- 
delou, proceeds that formula fo common in their 
books : Such a dynafty reigned by the virtue of wood ; 
filch another by that of metal^ earthy fire^ or water. 
The yellow color would make us fyppofe that the 
Tartars are now confidered as belonging to the earth; 
but Vifdelou affures us, that their dynafty is believed 
to be produced by the genius of waten From this 
we may conclude, that the Chinefe are the greateft 
raetaphyficians in the world. 

The axiom, God is all, has in itfelf no precife 
meaning ; but, depending on interpretation, may 
be explained in very oppofite fenfes. It feems there- 
fore to be very improperly introduced as proving the 
atheifm of the Egyptians. Yet all the efforts of 
Cudworth to juftify them, although the cafe was not 
(KfEcult^ failed entirely, becaufe he confided too 
much in thofe apocryphal works, known by the 
title of Hermetic Books, which are the confufed 
and defpicable forgeries of feme Chriftians. After- 
wards he applies to the authority of Jamblichus, who, 

if 
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if he even had not been a fool or a vifionaxy, could 
never be fuppofed to poffefs any knowledge of the 
Egyptian doftrine telative to the effence of the Di* 
vinity, when he mentions Ofiris as one of the three 
chief gods, as Cudworth himfelf acknowledges K 
This blunder enervated the fotce of all his other 
proofs J for Ofiris, fo far from being in the firft rank 
pf the gods, did not belong even to the fecond* 

As Warbuxton believed that the unity of God 
was announced in the celebration of the myfteriei 
originally inftituted among the Egyptians, it refulted 
of courfe, that they could not be atheifts, Thefe 
myfteries became afterwards a branch of finance for 
the republic of Athens, where the admiflion waa 
fo very expenfive, that Apulseus rallies Lucius with 
having frequented fuch ceremonies, until he had re* 
duced himfelf to his only robe ; and the priefts ad« 
vifed him to part with that likewife, to be initiated 
anew f . This demonftrates that the work of Apu- 
lseus, fuppofed by Warburton- to be an excellent apo* 

^ Cudworth* Syft. Intdlcc. cap. y. Jambilchus de Myft* 
.^^yptioruin, fe£l. viii. 

f Pq/irmo jtiffuSi vcjle Ipfa tma^ quamw parvnla dyiraia^ fufficU 
entem corrqft fummulam^ et idipfum praceptum fuerat fpecialiter ^ Met* 
lib.xi. — ^Thi8 alludes to the myfteries of OfiHs, celebrated at Rome4 
It 19 aftoniflimg that Warburton fliould have niadc fo littk difficulty 
of believing that on thofe occaiions even women and chOdreii 
\trere tdd that Jupiter Capitolinus was nothing more than a dei- 
fied man, unworthy of their incenfe and vidlims. It is certain 
that the Jupiter Optimus Maxim us was not by any means 4 
dtiifiecl man. 

logy 
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logy for the myftcries, was, oil the Contrary, a feverc 
fatire on thofe vagabonds, who paffcd thcmfelves for 
Egyptians in Greece and Italy, where they were call* 
ed ironically the terreftrial^ftars of the great reli- 
gion. Thofe villains employed every kind of in*, 
trigue and profahation to obtiiin money from the de- 
vout, and they frequently fucceeded in depriving 
them of their very clothes. Such was their extreme 
artifice, that they infpired the hearts of the common 
people with fanaticifin, at the fame time that they 
fevored all their debaucheries. 

It is no longer doubte4 that the Greek hierophants 
introduced by degrees great changes into the dodrine 
of the niyfteries of Eleufmian Ceres* If it be true 
that, in the time of Cicero, they announced fecretly 
all the gods of Paganifm as deified men, they were 
greatly miftaken. But even fuppofmg that this errcrr 
was really inculcated among the Greeks, it did not in 
any way concern the true Egyptians^ who never went 
to Athens to confult the hierophants concerning any 
point of their religion, the dodrine of which we fhall 
BOW endeavour to explain. The attributes of the 
Divinity feem, indeed to have besn perfonified with 
then!, but in a very different fenfe from that of the 
Indians, who attach themfelves foldy to the power 
of crediting, preferving, and deftroying, reprefented 
in the allegorical ftyle by three' diftinil perfons. 

The Egyptians acknowledged an intelligent Being 
feparate from matter, whom they called Phtha : this 
was the founder of the univerfe; the living God, 
whofe wifdom perfonified had the name Nettb^ and 

the 
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the appearance of a woman iffuing from the body of 
a lion. Thus the Grecian mythology defcribed Mi- 
nerva as the offspring of the brain of Jupiter ; and 
little doubt now remains concerning the allegorical 
identity of Neith and Minerva. It is not neceffary 
here to be very prolix in proving that the fphinx, 
the Teal fymbol of the Divinity, never could have 
any reference to ihe overflowing of the Nile under 
thfe zodiacal figns of the lion and the virgin. Inde- 
pendently of many other reafons, it is evident that, 
in very remote times, the increafe of the Nile did 
not take place under thofe two figns, even admitting 
them to be known to the Egyptians, which is far 
from being demonftrated. The zodiac, fuch as it 
now appears, is retouched and reformed by the 
Greeks, although fufficient traces of its origin re- 
main, to prove that it was invented by the Egyptians. 
They marked that circle with twelve f(fftions, and 
each of thefe being again divided into thrfee, the 
whole fubdivifion amounted to fix-and-thirty. The 
zodiac of the Chinefe, called the yellow bandj has 
always confided of twenty-four equal feclions j and 
as each of thefe is likewife fubdivided into three, a 
totality is produced of two-and-feventy. 

The doftrine of the Egyptians with regard toNeitb^ 
or divine wifdom, may be fuppofed nearly the fame 
with that contained in the Hebrew parables attributed 
to Solomon, who had married a woman of Egypt, 
where many perfons of the female fex had names de- 
rived froml^eith, in the fame manner that Sophia 
was introduced afterwards. ... 

Divine 
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Divine goodnefs was the laft attribute of the Sii- 
|)reme Beings peribnified among the Egyptians by 
the name of Cnupb *, a word famous in the Abraxes. 
Thus we find this doSrinc very different from that 
«of the Indians, with whom the Egyptians had only 
-fome exterior refemblancc, whidi Vaiiiflies in a great 
.meafure, when fubmitted to particular examination. 
But they differ in every thing from the Chinefe^ who 
have peopled nature with genii, without eftablifliing 
among them a proper degree of fubordination. What 
has been mentioned here is fufficient to prove the 
illufion of Mr. Jablortfki, when he ptsetended that 
the whole Egyptian theology was founded on the 
fame hypothefis advanced by Spinofa, whoi he fen*- 
cies, muft have read the jHieroglyphics of Orus 
Apollo. But furely nothing could be found there 
fevorable to his principles ; for that Egyptian^ bom 
at Phloenebyth in the Panopolitan prefeftory, never 
ipeaks of the Divinity but as a Being diftinQ; from 
matter. Yet, unwillihg to truft to iny own judg^^ 
ment j where the accufation was fo weighty, and the 
fubjea very obfeure, I confulted On this point, as 
Well as on many others, myancient and much-efteem* 
ed friend Mr. Heimitig, canon of Glevfes* Hiat man, 
whofe whole life has been dedicated to Audy, and 
who to great genius joina an amazing knowledge iii 

* Jamblichua has corrupted this word gredtly^ and Plutarch 
vrites it Cnephy which has fthce. been generaBy adopted. The 
Athor of the Egyptians fignificd chaos in one fenfcy and in 
another the incomprehenfibility of God, and his fta^ prior to 
creation. ^ 
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nil parts of the fciences, was of opinioQ that nothing 
tends to p^pve that the ancient Egyptians were even 
incHiied to atheifki. We do not ipeak here of the 
common people, whp in no country of the world 
pyer adc^ted fiich fyftema } becautfe they ^e conne£b« 
ed with a kind of inctapl;kyficft exceedingly compii- 
.cated, and deftrii£Hve of all found phikfophy* Yet 
we do not pretend to infinuate, that the Egyptians 
did not faU iafid monftrous fuperflitioiis and a*rors ; 
for even their very -pf inces were filly enough to be- 
lieve, foifietimca, that they really behel4 the gods*. 
Appantioes of that kind ma^y poroc^d from a ikatural 
fiienofneB0% not mifrequeat in wf eoiHitry^ except 
pmiiaps undier the frozen zom^^ ^^ confiAing m a 
falfe dream fenne ii^ants h^fosre the xml ik§p begi^isu 
ferfons ia good hc^th, v/hf^ nmAs aire tr^aiKiuiU 
and pjirticularfy chilcfeen of \mk f^m h^lkve then 
to pej^cdve hea^r g^nerftlly without bo«^^* which 
move Ughtly from Qim pJ%P tc^ ^c^k^r. P^i^h^ips no 
i^u^alift or phyftciaft ha% ev-^r ea^.2^ine4 why thofe 
images, procei^g ffe^ for 9, few pQm^nj^j ^w^ 
r^e&nt beadst^itltes^xslhipijt^h^t^li^ Q^£Gmell^[les 
of laiige animals, Thk n^?iy, perh^^ l>e (^f^^^Qmi 
by the rdaxay^oa of the W*l (pixit^ w.hw tjh«y bc^- 
gift to catei w Ati foWs, jw^ m^i^Rders of thp br^^. 
The more arde^^t fiypdtics. of Egypft ffii^ht lw^ t^few 

^ Hiftory mse^toAli iw^ Egyptian kingt^ (^vs %ni Svphist^ who 
affeded to coateiof^ate the gods. The lafl of thefie h fuppofed cr* 
roncoufly to have been the autkor of a book called- the f/efy jfmlfn 
that prodtiAton related to judiciary aftrologf ^ which wafr mud^ in 
¥0gue among the Egyptians. 

, ' this 
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this falfe dreaih fot the i^parhidil trf* fotne gem% 
eQ>ecialIy as it preferred conftantly the fame ibmu 
Ac this daiyi t&i^ Tiiiridfli mofiks, aad certain ikfakt 
of that country, have. invfeMcd a itiethdd bf pro- 
turmg vificmsi They begin by very hang fuftingi ^ 
and afcen^<trds pray albud in fome carern or qbfcvo^ 
place> until thdir ftret^gth is entirety eiihatifttd^ 
Thus a fyncope i$ pmhicedy during mhidx tbey ima-> 
gine that fire iffues from their eyes^ and many phao^* 
toms^ either agreeable or difagreesible, dance be&n^ 
them. We can lib longer doubt but this method wat 
{uradifed by the Chriftiah monks of Ireland dn thole 
lyhom they condufllcd into a cave called the Purga^ 
tory of Ssiint Patrick j and Mr. Stnna: vns wrong m 
foppofing^ that h had any refeinblancc to the myftc* 
ries of ElcuCniaii Certo*; Hunger principally caufeg* 
the dddrium of thofe unfortunate wretches^ ibme of 
tihoan never recover j. and yet we cannot lament their 
fate^ 

The dlvd'fitjr (jf the facf ed aniihals 6f Egjrpt W 
made fottie ignorant aothors^ of the prefent day fup« 
pofe, that the fundaosental principles of religiotn were 
not the faine iii the diffisrent provinces. Bdt it h 
cafy to pcrceivey that the fymbolical wotfiiip walis 
only fecondary ; and that all the animals were con* 
fecrated to the fame divinities^ afterwards tnirodttced 
among the Greeks and lioman^. Yet no perfort 
coisid think of affertingj^ that religion varied in dif- 

• feflay QQ the Dogma of the Metcmpfychofis, j|nd of Pur- 
gatory* 

t 2i ferem 
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£9rent quarters of Rome, or of Athens^ becaufe he 
law there the temples of Vulcan, of Jupiter, Mincqr- 
va, and Apollo, to whom the wolf was particularly 
confecrated by the Egyptians*. That animal, how- 
ever, was not more adored in the LycopoKtan pre- 
fcAory, than the fcreech-owl at Athens, the eagle at 
Rome, the weafel at Thebes, or themoufe in Troas. 
It might more juftly haVc been afferted, that the 
four great colleges of Egypt did not always agree on 
feveral points of hiftory, natural philpfophy, and 
aftronomy: that indeed appears well afcertained^ 
and from it proceeded thofe contncdidions fo rnani-* 
feft in all the fyftems attributed to them by the 
moderns. Pythagoras, who ftudied'at Thebes, feemsr 
to have imbibed two opinions compofmg a part 
of his fecret doctrine. He maintained, in the firfl: 
place, that the earth was a ftar, or planet ; and, fe- 
eondly, that it moved round the fun : both, which 
opinions were afterwards taught by his difciple Phi- 
lolstus. Atiother hypothefiy, differing little from that 
of Tycho-Brahc, had its partifans likewife in Egypt* 
According to it, the earth was immoveable; but 
Venus and Mercury were faid to turn round the fun; 
as we learn from the commentaries of Macrobius on 
the Dream of Scipio.. Although thofe two fyftems^ 
feem fomewhat contradidory, it is poffible that 
they were admitted by different colleges at the fame 
time. Thus all the difHculty is diffipated, and mat- 
ters are reduced to this, that as every perfon had the 

• Macrob. lib. i. cap; if*^ 

Tight 
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Tight of thinking as he pleafed at Thebes, the'faihe 
liberty was claimed at Heliopolis, Sais, and Mem- 
phis. If it be afked again, why Ptolemy rejefted the 
movement of Venus and Mercury round the fun, in 
oppolition to the authority of the priefts of Egypt j 
we (hall only beg to know, why Tycho-Brahe did not 
adopt the fyftem of Copernicus. The ideas of* man 
are frequently inexplicable: he fees the light, and 
direfts his fteps towards darknefs. 

Seneca fuppofes, without the flighted proof, that 
Eudoxus and Conpn, during their ftay in Egypt, had 
made inquiries into the fentiments of the colleges rer 
lative to the nature and theory of comets, without 
being able to difcover any things In the firft place, 
it is very polTible that Eudoxus and Co|ion never 
once thought of f\ich matters 5 but fuppofing them 
even zealous in their refearches, they would proba- 
bly have found opinions very much divided. Yet 
the principal points of cofmography were univerp 
fally admitted, and the Egyptians did not difpute on 
the caufe of eclipfes, which they attributed to a 
ihade, nor on the form of the earth, believed by 
them to be round** If ever any communication 
had been open between that country and China, the 
pretended learned in the latter would not have been 
found, at the arrival of the Jefuits, making the earth 
fquare, and difcovering fo great ignorance of th^ 
caufe of eclipfes. They imagined in the firmament, 
fays Father Kircher, fome genius who placed at times 

* Diogen. Laer. in Proem. 

K 3 his 
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ilk rigbt hand on ^ fu», and his left on the mooa*'. 
Then the drums and kettles were heard beating on 
^very fide ; ^ mcA timoroui concealed themfelves 
in, cellars ; and the emperors frequently trembled on 
their throne. 

It is eafy to believe that, in Egypt, philofophical 
opinions never troubled public trjinquillity, nor agi- 
tated the ftate j and ^e have ibewn likewife, that the 
diverfity of anjinals, conl^rated to the gods, never 
^cafioned any difputes between the different pro- 
irinces, ^ long as that country remained under its 
tJwn civil inftitutions. But when conquerors introf 
4uced new la^s, j^nd a police altogether defe^ive^ 
ihen indeed both hatred and jealoufy began to ap* 
^r, and the fadions of the towns were dreadful. 
Warbiirton affures us, that hiftory ^fford^ only one 
inftaiace of that kind ; but by a Uttle examination he 
vould have found at leaft fo^r examples, withoiit in- 
t:kfcding the riot occsUioned by that Roman, whp ha4 
killed a cat, and committed mod probably fome 
Other exoeffes againft the eftaWifhed cuftoms of the 
country, Thi« was highly refected by the Egyptians^ 
who always willingly rifted their lives to obtain ven- 
geance, and were remarkable for a lingular pbftinacy 
in fupporting torture with patience f. The greatef^ 
torments frequently proved ineffeftual in making 
them reveal ^, fecret, or pay the tribute required by 

* Cbma'lUuftrata. 

t -^SyP^^^^ aimt pattentijjtme fern ioruienta : £jf c'ttius mart horn- 
nem Mgyptit^m In quajl'dnll^us tortum^ animatumque veritatem prodert* 
^lian, Hifl. Diverf. lib. vi. Ammianus MarcclUnus, lib,xxii. 

? tha 
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the Romans, to wbOnr iUmy did not cetifider them* 
felves at all indebted. Yet that obftida^y WdB ex* 
trcmely different from true courage, and ftiU mbreJ^ 
if poffible, from what is called heroifm- 

Warburton maintains likewife, that th^ combat of 
the Tentyrites and the pretended Ombitea was not 
the effeQ: of religious difputes. It did not indeed 
refemble the religious wars in France and England, 
bccaufe only one tnan was flain : but yet we difcover 
the iame fanaticifm, excited through interefted 
views, not difficult to be deleted, however apj)a- 
Kntly involved in darknef^. 

The difputes between the Cynopolitans and Oxy* 
rinchites concefiiing their dogs and pikes, termi« 
mated in open war. The Rom&n*, whd had then 
many regular troops in Egypt, might eafily have pre- 
vented thofc unfortunate pedplef hbm prokreeding t<> 
extremities. But they were allowed (o fight, and 
when weakened by mutual lofles, they received fuch 
cruel chaftifements, that nothing lecmed to them 
more defirable than peace. When we fuppfofe that 
interefted motives were probably concealed then un«# 
der an exterior of religjous zeal, it fhould be ob« 
ferved, that this opinion is fupported by the tefti- 
mony of Mr, Pocock, and other modern travellers, 
concerning the freqtr<;^nt combats of the Arabs, wha 
now inhabit, both banks of tlie Nile, Such riot$ 
among thofe Mahometans were nev^r ocCafioned by 
the fagred animals, any more than the quarrels of 
the ancient Egyptians, Even in Europe, we find fret 
quent enmities fubfifting between towns fituated near 
f^ch otheT on. oppofite banks of the fame river; 

K 4 they 
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they cannot poffibly be alike flourHhing, and this- 
inequality of fortune and power irritates the minds 
of the people. It was owing to the evidently cor- 
rupt text of Juvenal, that the falfe opinion prevailed 
of the Ombites having fought with the Tentyrites 
about their crocodiles, TentyrusandOmbos were about 
one hundred miles diftant, and therefore not likely to 
have great interefts to promote under fuch vain pre* 
texts. The difpute alluded to really took place be- 
tween the Tentyrites and the inhabitants of Coptos. 
Th^t town became exceedingly flourifhing, when a 
way was opened from the centre of Thebais to Bere-r 
nice J for all the prod\i£tions of India, Arabia, and 
the coaft of Africa, were brought thither on camek^ 
and partly forwarded thence in boats to Alexandria. 
In this paffage they had tq pafs under the walls of 
the Tentyrites, who had no fhare whatever in that 
commerce, although their fituation ihuft otherwife 
have been very profperous, as we judge from the' 
ruins ftill extant of their magnificent temples. Prior 
to the reign of the Ptolemies, when the Egyptians 
had no road in Thebais, nor any veffel on the Aria-* 
bian Gulph, it was not poffible to forefee, that. 
Coptos, fo far from the Nile, would one day poffefe 
the richeft commerce in the univerfe. The unex^ 
pefled good fortune of that town excited the jealoufy 
of the inhabitants of Tentyrus; and we cannot 
be furprifed that it produced civil war under the 
Romans •• 

* Juvenal fays pofitiviely tliat this dJfpute took place between 
iht itthabitants of Tentynis and Coptos: 

C(fia/upr caSda refercmm m^nia CoptU \ n 

Although 
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Although the capital towns of the Cynopolitans: 
and Oxyrinchites were upwards tf twenty miles dif-! 
tant^ yet their prefeftories either adjoined, or had 
no other reparation than the Nile. Cynopolis feems 
to hav^ poffeffed little cultivated country; while 
Oxyrinchus was exceedingly flourilhing, and its 
good ^rtune withftood all the dreadful revolutions 
of Egypt fince the days of Cambyfes, imtil the 
Chriftian monks at length occafioned its total ruin* 
It was faid to have contained at one time no lefs than 
thirty thoufand of both fexes ; but this muft be con* 
fidered as a grofs exaggeration. Thq Abbe Fleurl 
fliould have exercifed more criticifm on what he 
copied from ecclefiaftical writers, and particularly 
from RufEn, concerning this dreadful fcourge, which 
has defolated Egypt ever fince the third century. By 
fuppofing that only one fourth of thirty thoufand 
eenobites inhabited Oxyrinchus, then the metropor 
lis of Heptanomis^ the number would have been 
fufficient to depopulate the town, and reduce it to a 
wretched burgh, now fqppofed to be called BahneJL 

The firft monks of Egypt, who replaced the The% 
lapeutes, and copied many of their obfervances, in- 
habited the deferts, and labored for their fuftenance* 
In that fituation they fhould have been allowed to 
remain, inftead of being introduced into towns, 
v^here their morals became corrupt, and their begv 
ging importunities intolerable, No other means, it 
would feem, could then be found of efcaping fuch 
vexations than by turning monk likewife j and thus 
the monfter, by confyming its own vitals in propor^ 

tioa 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



95t rHILOSOPHICAL DISSERTATIONS 

^Km as ita fizt increirfedy oould not avoid deftrudkm. 
Monaftic orders arc ttorer noffer ruin than vthtam 
they become numerous ; becaufe, Kke edifices wiih^ 
out any foundation, although they may efcape a few 
fiiocks, they muft certainly be overturned at laft. 

The £ngU(h aded wifely by not allowing more 
tfvan one convent to remain in their whole coi$ntry z 
but the Tur)^ who govern £gypt blindly^ feem ta 
rely on the Arabs entirely for extirpating the mo* 
BafterieSf It it certain, as Mr« Niebuhr infinnates^ 
in his DeftripiUn of Arabia^ that a remarkable an-* 
tipathy fubfifts betv^een the Bedouins and the nUHiks,. 
who are generally very ill treated, when they fell 
into th^ hands eS thofe enemies. They fuffer fre- 
quently fuck iieges in their hoi^es, that they become 
infeded with the leprofy or fcurvy, like failors in 
long voyages from a fcarcity of vegeta^bles. At thia 
day, about forty convents fliil remain without the 
walls of the towns in Egypt ; ^ their number feems 
to decreafe in tb^ iam^ properties Wth the biihop*t 
licSf The Ifttter, iiccprding to an ancient Greek 
catak)gue, once amounted to eighty-two *5 but thc^y 
are now reduced to eleven, e^clufive of the Abotma 
ef Abyffinia, and another prelate who refides at Je*' 
rnfalem, where his fate is not preferable to that of 
the other bifhops who reinain in Egypt. They are 
|n general obfcur^ m^n, and fo very poor, that they 

^ This cat^ogue is indeed held very doubtful, becaufe it calli 
^^ens Mandrorum a bifhopnc. But thai place* as well as ptheit 
Jt2I x&orc in^onfiderable, reafiy held that rank ; and the gKate^ 
part of the bi^ps of £g7pt were only i(ic^s* 

fc^rcely 
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fercely live j becaafe the Copts, who do not exceed 
twenty-five or thirty tl^oufa^d fendlies, are incapa<» 
ble of maintdning and clothing them decently, 
Thefe fafts are fuf&cient to give fome idea of the 
manner ill which that unfortunate country is g<v' 
vemed by the Turks, 

It has been i^lready obferved, that the revolt of the 
Egyptian^, who attempted to deftroy the labyrinth, 
was likewife a religious rage of the moft reprehem 
^bie kindf But that fanaticifm broke out under the 
Romans at fome period between the reign of Au^ 
guftus and that of Vefpafian, qr Titus, Strabo fpeaks 
of the Ij^byrinth, j^s having never received any in- 
jury J and l^iny mentions hpw much it fuffered froai 
thofe who inhabited the town of Hercules and it$ 
environs. By this we find, that the event took 
place later than the voyage of Strabo j and nothing 
but the inclination of the Rpm?ms Wfis >vanting t<i 
have prevented that difordert 

Some authors, too much prejudiced in iavor of 
;incient Egypt, have vainly endeavoured to juftify 
-every thing, however vicious or abfurd, appertain- 
ing to the worlhip of that ^country, which was the 
piother of the arts, and the fchool of fuperftition. 
According to them, religion in. timp changes fo en- 
tirely, that even the fliadow of its primitive form 
can no longer be difcovered : but we find, on the 
contrary, that the great maxim of tl^e Egyptian 
priefts was tp prevent all innovations in religious 
matters, and their difciple PlatQ imbibed that opinion 
fp ftrongly, that he ijonceiyes no greater madnefs 
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than to change any thing whatever in public wofv 
ihip*. All ceremoniei and facrificcsy fays he, whether 
adopted from the favages^ or introduced by thofe who 
confuked the oracles of Delphi, Dodona, orAmmon, 
Ihould be allowed to remain precifely as they are. 
Similar ideas are difcovered in , the preliminary dif- 
courfe.of Zaleucu^ said Charondas, as well asinthe 
works of Cicero j and we are therefore led to affirm, 
that the moft celebrated legiflators of antiquity pre- 
ferved invariably the fame fentiments both, in theory 
^nd praftice. Solon, who reformed the whole re- 
public of Athens, and pointed out even the proper 
places for bee-hives and water- pits, never mentions a 
finale word concerning the religion of the Athe- 
nians f. We cannot confider, under that point of 
view, his laws and inftjtutions to diminifli luxury in 
burials j and this evil, fo general in the whole world, 
ihould have been repreffed at Rome by the vigor of 
the, twelve tables: nothing, it is faid, muft more 
certainly deftroy the power of the Tartars in China 
than their funeral expences, if fome means are not 
adopted for reftraining this fpecies of oftentation, fo 
common to all the ancient Scythians, 

Thefe details may ferve to anfwer the inquiries of 
thofe who are ailonifhed at finding fome nations, in 
former times^ uniting the wif^fl: laws with the moft 

* De Leglbus, Dial, v, 

f Solon is faid to have built a temple at Athens to the vulgar 
Venus, rri vocv^nfjLU, The fa6l however is far from being afcer* 
tained, and we cannot thence conclude that he introduced any re- 
form intot religion. 

fpolifc 
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fbolifli religion. The greater part of their r^UgioW 
worftiip had been continued from favage life j and 
civil inftitutionsj on the contrary, could be framed 
only in a ftate of civilization. When the maxim 
was eftablifhed of admitting no innovations in fuch 
matters^ many nations, othetwife very poliflied, c6n* 
tinned to obfetve ceremonies invented by barbarians. 
The legiflators we have mentioned fell into this er-* 
ror, becaufe they made no diftiifiAidn between the 
cffence and mtfe acceffory parts of religion s befides^ 
as the laws rendered them odious to all the vicious, it 
would not have been prudent to increafe the danger, 
by incurring likewife the hatred of the fuperftitious. 

Pharaoh Bocchorifif conceived the idea of removing 
the facred bull, called Mnevis^ from the town of He- 
liopolis, and by that means he loft entirely the efteem 
of the people, among whom fuch animals had been 
worfhipped for a greater length of time than the 
Roman empire exifted. ^^w*did hot difappear alto- 
gether at Memphis, until the reign of Theodofius 'j 
and, according to Mr. Jablonlki, the firft had been 
confecrated one thoufand one hundred and feventy- 
one years before our prefent era* Thus a regular 
fiicceffion had taken place during a period of at leaft 
fifteen hundred and fifty years : but we are induced 
to fuppofe it much longer, becaufe Mr. Jablonfki 
has been guided by the fentiment of Eufebius, and in 
fuch matters that of Manethon feems preferable *» 
' The dietetic regimen of Egypt was wholly relative- 
to climate, and as moft of the feafts and ceremonies 

* Pantheon ^gyptiac. lib; 1 v. cap. a. 

were 
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•were conneftdd with agriculture^ the averflowifig ot 
the Nile, or aftiroiKHny^ the priefis concluded tbaf 
tkdr worfhip, like nature itfelf, fliould be invariablci 
Befides> they faw the fields Well cultirated^ while 
good order and abundance reigned in the towns§ 
and they concluded that a eountry could never have 
beccHne fo flourKhiBg with bad religious infUtutions^ 
But without citing any of the enamples before our 
eyes, it is certain that antiquity prefents a great hutn* 
ber of very profperoue ftateSj where the religiem was 
nothing more than a tiflue of abfurdities abd t>alpa« 
bk chimeras* In fucb cafes all the advant^ea en^ 
joyed by the fociety fbould be attributed to the na^ 
ture of the police and civil lawsu It k not however 
the defeftivc rcghnen of Egypt which fliould he 
blamed i neither do the feafta relative to agricukoid 
deferve the animadVerfions of ]^ldfophers« Thofd 
tt&gesy refpeflable in every pointy are worthy lif th^ 
bigheQ: praife^ But the Dcatuialous disorders oom^^ 
mitted in the Mendetic Nome } the worihip of ant^* 
sials in general ^ the licentioufiiefs introduced in th6 
proceffiona and pilgrimages i the cruel difci^ine of 
the devotees^ atid the indecencies permitted at the 
tnftallation of Apisj excite abhorrence* When we 
aikl to thefe^ and a thou&nd other iuperftltions^ the 
exceffive enpences occtfiOAed by the embahning of 
certfun animals^ it is impofiibk not to reptobate the 
oracle^ which declared the Egyptians to be the 
wifefi^^ rtaiiofu^ as Socrates was ftylcd the wifeft of 
mankind* The power of truth inay have operated 
in favor of a philofopher j but this extravagant praife 

of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ON THE EGYPTIANS AND CHINES^. t^S 

of the Egyptians could only proceed from a feoiti- 
ment of gratitude in the Greeks. They did not for- 
get their being indebted to them for the art^ and 
fciences ; and fcholars are inclined to believe thei^ 
felves inferior in knowledge to their mafter^ evai 
when they might well difpute the palm. 

All the almfes we bare mentioiied pro^, that the 
maxim of peroaittiag no innovation in religious ma^ 
ters was falfe and pernicious ; what^ever may be ad^ 
vanced in its favor by Plato. The Egypdaas at all 
events might have been allowed to preferve what was 
called the weeping worfliip, becaufe gloomy pet^ 
may require at times to be aban^ned to their mo* 
fauQtcholy : but it was foHy to let fuch men ficwwrge 
tAeHE^vcs in the tCTapies. Thofe who get fo for be* 
yoftd nature, inftina, and reafon, are capable of any 
edmc, and caa- never be reftraiaed by civil infUtu* 
tkm$^ Thujs it is found in Italy, that the proceffion$ 
of flagellants are generally compofed of the greateS: 
villain?.. 

The doftrine-of the Egyptians concerning the fw- 
t^re fta*e of the foul aj^ewrs uo have h&m, very com^ 
jriicated. Mr. IVfofheim has evenfappofed that tvi^ 
Qj^niona entirely oppofite reigned there '*j becaufe he 
could: aot rjeson^fi the, feittimcnt$ of ancient writers, 
fome of whom affirmed thafi the peofrfe adh^ed to 
tifee, mj^tftmpfyc^fis^ wfoile others denied the f^&. 
M^t thh ci^n^adii^on, which certainly exilU among 

• Ad §)rft<m. Intelled. Cu4^orth, cap. iv. — Servjua, the 
Commentator of Virgil, attributes likewife a finfipalar opinion ta 
tke £g)rp,tian«, whidl'howetcr is osridently faH<« 

authors^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^ PHILOSbPHldAL filSSERTATloJiS 

authors, did liot exift among theEgyptians, who do not 
appear to have ever known in early ages the doftrine* 
of the tranfmigration of fouls. What we find ad- 
vanced in the works of Clemens of Alexandria^ 
Diogenes Laertius, Philoftratus^ and the Poemander 
of the pretended Hermes, originated entirely from 
Herodotus, who in that point has been greatly de- 
ceived. This cannot furprife us when we perceive 
the matiifeft errors adopted by the Romans and 
Greeks in writing on the religion of the Jews^ ta 
whom they afcribed different opinions totally un- 
known to that nation; and they could not have 
been aftuated by any intention of rendering them 
odious, becaitfe that required no calumnyi But 
their mifreprefentations proceeded folely from the 
little pains taken by thofe writers to obtain informa- 
tion 5 and the Romans in particular were fo ignorant 
in fuch matters, that they neither knew the hiftorjr 
nor dogmas of Judaifm^ even when it was tolerated 
at Rome. * Are we to be perfuaded after this, that a 
man like Herodotus could not be deceived in writing 
the religious tenets of the Egyptians j efpecially as; 
he knew nothing of their language, and had to con* 
fult interpreters, who^ on the fijigle article of the 
pyramids, amufed him with fuch lies as can no longer 
be believed, even by children? 

Thofe who adopt ftriftly the fyftem of the tranf- 
tnlgrariori of fouls, like the Thibetans and-Hindoos> 
take little pains about their dead bodies: they 
either commit theip. to the flames or to the earth 
immediately J while the Etliiopiaas and Egyptians 
. , -. ' / did 
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did every thiiig poiSble folr their prefervation. Oit 
this account they held the fea in horror ; for thofe 
who were drowned had but little chance of being 
embalmed. Yet as they continued to bavig^te th^ 
Nile, particular priefts wete appointed to drag for the 
earcaffes, and convert them into mummies at the pbb* 
lie expence This averfion to the lea was &o incon^ 
venience as long as the Egyptians iieither had nor 
wifhed to have any fleet j • but >Vhen other time* 
brought diffident fentiments, it became neceffary to 
mitigate that opjinion, which was aUb adopted incon-« 
liderateiy by the Greeks and Romansi Prq>hyry 
has ju-eletved a prayer recited for the dead m Egypt *( 
and it proves to our fetisfadion that the people of 
that country neither adhered in the ktft to the fyftem 
of the raetempfychofis j nor to that of fatality^ 
which excludes all future rewards and punifh- 
ments ; nor to that called moral or real, where 
both are admitted* Plutarch gives us to underftand 
clearly that thofe people were miftaken whb believed 
that human foiils paffed into the bodies of facred 
animals J and that opinion was attributed with as 
little foundation to the Egyptians, as the adoration 
of fwine and affes to the Jews. Had the Egyp- 
tians thought like the Bramins on all thofe matters^ 
they would not have fed oH the flefh of animals, not 
immolated bulls, calves, goats, Aeep, afid mrariy 
other vidims which the Bramins dare not eat, and 

* De AbffiDcntia ab Animal. 

VOL. 11. h much 
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much lefs flaughter *. Any aft of that nature, he* 
fides future puniftimenta, would entail on them the 
ignominy referved for the poulichis and the paiiah^ 
concerning whom we have reafon to wifli for more 
information. Occafion has already been taken to 
obferve how many fabl€s are introduced into the 
narratives of certain travellers j and lefs^ acrimony 
fhould be teftifiei towards thofe who examine their 
affertions by the aid of found criticifm. Every pre- 
caution is certainly necefTary at this day to prevent 
Europe from bdng filled with fuch falfehoods as 
thofe concerning the giants of Magellan* It is how- 
ever without reafon that the poulichis and paiiah are 
faid to reprefent in India two Egyptian tribes, called 
by Herodotus the eaftes of boatmen and fwine-herds. 
The Indiana differ exceedingly from the Egyptians 
by rejefting circumcifion ; by admitting a hdl in the 
lowed part of the Onderah j and finally, by believ- 
ing that endlefs chaftifements af e referved for certain 
crimes, fuch as fuicide and beftiality \. The Egyp- 
tians^ 

* Holwell dcfcnbes the chaftifement yeferved for the Bramin* 
virho kill animals, chap. iv. 

t Suicide, according to the Indian tenets, is an inexpiable 
crime, becaufe it interrupCs the court of tranfiaiigration. How 
they can reconcile the condu<^ of the women who commit them-' 
£elves voluntarily to the flames with their religion, is difficult ta 
conceive ; for their death is as much fuicide a^ that of Calanuf 
and fome other Bramiiw mentioned by the ancients. 

It has been impoffible for me to learn what was the do6inne of 
the Egyptiant concetliing fuicide,. or how far it was conformable 
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tiins teprobated the idea of eternal punifliments, and 
believed only in purgatory^ called in their language 
Amenthes. From that place no road led direftly to 
heaven, and thofe who entered there had td refuilie 
at a future 'day their former body, or the matter they 
had firft animated. According to the theology of 
the Egyptjians, the philofophers, and thofe T^'ho had 
pra£kifed the mofl rigid virtue, were the only people 
whofe fouls went diredly to dwell with God, without 
paflixJg through purgatory, or ever being fubjeft to 
refurredion. It is proper to obferve, that in this 
point alone their dogmas have fome little affinity with 
thofe of the Hindoos. 

In the Egyptian ceremonies a pilblic colifeffion was 
made in the name of fome dead perfons, declaring 
that they had conftantly honored their parents ; that 
they adhered invariably to the religion of the 
ftate ; that their hearts l^ere never fullied with a 
crime, nor their hands tinged with human blood in 
the midft of peace ; that they had prefervcd atid reli- 
gioufly difcharged every trull confided to them ; and 
finally, that during their whole lives they had never 
given reafon to any perfon to complain of an injury. 
All thefe conditions were evidently indifpenfable for 
thofe who hoped to efcape the amentbes or purgatoryj 

. to that of the Greeks, The latter were probably the inventors 
6t the whimfical ceremony of ofcillation, intended to aid the fouls 
of thofe who had hanged themfdves to pjrfs the Sty*. For thi 
purpofc fmall figures were fufpended by cord's, and kept a long 
time in motion, to ferve inftead of funeral ceremonies,' which the 
religion and the laws refufed to thofe who took away their own 
JIycs. , cur0s hmwum ! , 

L 2 • and 
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and to me it appears obvious that this do£lrine -pfl 
the duties of the man and of the citizen is an ex* 
trad from what was read in the leffcr myfteries, 
where it was probably difplayed on two tables of 
ftone. The Greeks aflure us pofitively that two 
fuch tablets were brought before the initiated; and 
that circumftance tends to explain numberlef$ diffi« 
culties. 

We are here hiftorians : our objeft is only to enu-« 
merate the diflferent opinions, without attempting to 
indicate precifely how far they were either whimfical 
or ufelefs, Ukc that of making fouls return from 
amenthes to re-inhabit the earth. The uqcertainty 
relative to thofe who were to refume their former 
ftate, or pals immediately into heaven, rendered it 
neceffary to embalm every perfon through precau- 
tion; and Plutarch fays, th;it two places in Egypt, 
near Memphis and Abydos, were preferred to all 
others for interment. We have already remarked, 
that mummies, although very common at Memphis, 
are exceedingly rare towards Mad-fune^ or the burkd 
townf either becaufc a mountain of ruins fruftrates 
all attempts to penetrate into the vaults, or elfe the 
bodies depofited there are lefs numerous than. ha& 
been generally believed. El-Berhi is properly the 
place where the famous temple of Abydos once ex- 
ifted: but now even the pedeftals of the columns are 
removed, and cut into millftones, by the Turks and 
Arabs, whofe paflion for antiquities extends no fur- 
ther. Mr. Nicbuhr, who was fent into Arabia by 
tlie late king of Denmark, pretends to have found a 
j^\ third 
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third Egyptitn boryii^-gfound^ fituated about fixty 
xmles from ft phtce where t1)e Red Sea ctin now be 
pafied on foot without zken&mg above the iiud-I^ 
at low wateit. 

It is very remarkable^ that fo matty Egyptian mo- 
numents fliould be difcovered in Arabia Petraa; 
and Mr. Niebuhr affures us that an entire Egyptian 
town is aftually fecn there, poffeffed of lands highly 
cultivated*, although never mentioned by any hif- 
torian. The inhabitants of Herooinopdis might hare 
carried fome of their mummies about five miles be* 
yond what is called GtbeUel-Mokafeh^ 6t the hewn 
mountain. But we have never underftood that the 
Egyptians ufed fepiilchral ftone?, fuch as Mr. Niebuhr 
calls Leichenfteine ; neither is any thing of the kind 
obferved in the Elyfian fields, nor in the great bury* 
ing-place between Saehara and Bucharis^ on which 
the Greeks have fo ftrongly exercifed their imagina- ' 
tions. Cocytus, that formidable river, is now only 
a little canal, parting from the Nile and Lethe ano- 
ther ftill lefe Cdnfiderable. The Egyptians, we may 
fuppofe, preferred that place for their fepulchre, be- 
caufe they wifhed to be interred near the pyramids* 
Thofe monuments, fo well calculated to embellifh 
defcriptions, and far more important than the ditchel 
pf Cocytus and Lethe, have never once been men- 

• So viele fchone geh^nene Jleine hocnnen threw urfprun^ nUht kfon 
herumJlreifendenfamUien gehaht hdhen: fondern tnujfen nothtuendig 
von den Eiiiwohnern eitier grojfenjladt herruhren. ' Undivenn in diefer 
jet%e w^/ien gegend eine grojfe fiadt g^anden hat fo mufsfte uherhnufi 
(lucb heffer artgdauet geivefen feyn. Befchrieb* von Arabitn. 

X. 3 tioned 
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tioned by the Greek mythologifts, although the great 
P7raim4s on one fide, and the fmaller on the other, 
are feen diftinflly from the Elyfian fields. We mufl 
not however infer that they were built later than the 
days of Orpheus and^Homer, becaufe thofe two poets 
are totally filent on the fubjed. 

The Egyptians do not appear to have ever poffeff* 
ed any writings afcribed to infpired authors ; but 
the great colleges publifhed, under the fanftion 
of Thatb or Hermes^ whatever concerned religion ; 
and neither priefls nor private perfons ever treated 
fuch matters in their own name* AH books relative 
to jurifprudence, hiftory, and aftrology, were like- 
wife confidered facred, particularly when compiled 
or calculated by the Pharaohs, Treatifes on aftro- 
logyj however, were not afcribed to Thoth^ but to their 
real authors, fuch as Suchi^ and Pikjiris ; and to ^^- 
cepfosy the great promoter of that fuperflition fo in-^ 
herent in eaftern nations*. Kerim-Kan, the con^ 
quero? of Perfia, was accompanied in all his expedi- 
tions by aftrologers ; and Alexander long before had 
provided himfelf in Egypt with perfons of that clafs, 
in the fame manner that pilots are taken for an un- 
known coaft. The fervices they rendered him by 
explaining an eclipfc; of the moon very remarkably 

• Some modern authof* have confidered iViffi!^/ as the rnventoy 
of judiciary aftrology, becaufe St. Paulin fays, 

^ique Magos docuit myfteria vana Necepfas. 

Apud Aufon. xix. Epift. 
But as judiciary aftrology is a folly more ancient than the days 
of this author, his teftimony cannot be held (roncluAvc* 

in 
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ia, ancient hiftory, were very gt&t, according to 
Quintiis Curtius, but Arrian relates the whole 2Spr 
m a different manner*'. 

Clemens of Alexandria has given us the contents 
of forty-two Hermetic books adopted by the great 
colleges. The firft volume was of little importance, 
becaufe it contsdned nothing more than the pfalms of 
the Egyptians ; but we have to regret the lofs of the 
fecond, where rules of conduft were prefcribed for 
the kings, concerning which we ihall have occafion 
to fpcak more fully in the fequeU Unfortunately 
even no extrads remain of the eighth and ninth vo- 
lumes of that colle&ion, treating pf cofmography 
and geography. Some authors have regarded the 
latter as the faVorite fcience of the Egyptians ; and 
yet their notions concerning it muft have been re- 
duced to fome praflical rules in compofing plans or 
maps. The Chinefe were incapable of performing 
even fo much on the arrival of the miifionaries ; for 
they poffefled nothing more than fcraps of paper 
containing fqme charaders placed to the north or 
fouth of a river, without indicating either the dif- 
tances or relative pofitions of places. The emperor 
Can-hi had to employ Europeans in compofmg maps 
of his own country, and thefe, after all, werefoim- 
perfed, that in the year one thoufand feven hundred 
and thirty the latitude of Pe-kin was faulty, and the 
longitude very uncertain. 

Had any treatife on cofmogony, written by real 
Egyptians, been preferved, we might be able to fpeak 

• Cttrt. lib. iv. cap. 10. Arrian, lib. iii. 

h^ of 
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of that matter with more ^prmfion. In this uiicer« 
tainty t ecourfe hu been had in vain to the pretended 
Hymns of Orpheus, the Theogony of Hefiod, and 
the Fragments of Sanchoniathon^ Philo has endea* 
Toured to render Phenicia in general, and particu- 
larly the town of Byblos, illuftrious at the expence 
of biftory and truth, to the former of which he was 
a ftranger, and to the latter an enemy. The inven. 
tor of the Hymns of Orpheus, the moft expert of 
tfiofe pfeudonymoos writers, has at leaft preferved 
fome few traces of the Egyptian doftrine, fo much 
disfigured by the Greeks, and moft of all by Plato *, 
They either did not underftand the language of that 
country, or tf anflated badly, and by terms far from 
b«ng fynonymous. The fame thing happened in the 
beginning of the prefent century with regard to the 
Chinefe, and we know how many difputes have 
arifen about the real fignification of the Words Tien 
and Chang'ii. It was then very ftrange to fee a Tar- 
tar endeavouring to reconcile all the thcologifts by 
declaring, in direft contradiftion to the decilion of 
the pope, that the Chinefe were not idolaters. But 
we may fuppofe that this man would have been much 
puzzled to explain clearly the nature of idolatry; 
becaufe, moft probably, he did not poffefs the fub- 
tilties of thofe illuftrioUs Jewifh writers, who, like 
Abravenel, decided pofitively, that the different 

« The dialogue between God and Night, fuppofed to be written 
by Orpheus, has at leafl the ftyle of the Afiatics. The Indians 
have another, far more judicfous, where the Divinity is made to 
^onyerfe with Hu^nan Reafon, 

kindsi 
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kinds of idolatry were neither more nor lefs than 
ten. But in this calculation they furely forgot the 
eleventh, which coniifts in ufury and clipping mo* 
ney; for who arc more idolaters than the avari* 
cious? 

It muft not be believed that the Egyptians ever 
employed the term Typhon to fignify the evil genius, 
called in their language Seth^ Babi^ or PapVj and 
very different from the Grrgri of the negroes. Seve«»» 
ral fcWes concerning Typhon, who was faid to be 
always conneded with an Ethiopian queen named 
^za^ tend to fuggeft that this mythological phantom 
came originally from the favages of Ethiopia, who 
had probably invented fome rude and noify inftru- 
ment to frighten away the Babi. In Siberia, along 
the coaft of Africa, and in the new world, as far 
as Terra del Fuego, many nations employ bells, 
rattles, and drums, or gourds filled with ftones, 
againft the evil fpirits. The favages frequently fancy 
themfelves befieged during the night by demons, and 
on the flighted indifpofition they apply to the exor- 
cifms of jugglers, who always make fuch a horrible 
noife, that the patient is entirely ftupified. As the 
Egyptians have always difcovered, we will not fay 
great conftancy, but aftonifhing obflinacy in pre*., 
ferving their ancient religious cuftoms, we may pre* 
fume that the iriftrument ufed by the Ethiopians for 
driving away the Babi, was really the fiflrum, carried 
by each afliftant in all the Egyptian ceremonies. Bo^ 
chart has even proved that in very ancient times 
Jlgypt was called the Land of Citherns^ which were 

not, 
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not^ as we have already obferved, fuch mftruments 
as the celebrated muficians^ of Alexandria mentioned 
by Ammianus * could ever, employ in their concerts. 
In the days of Plutarch the lower clafs of people in 
Egypt continued to believe that the noife of the fif*- 
trum drove away Typbonf ,wbofe power diminiflied ia 
proportion as reafon advanced. The fame thing has 
l]iappened in every country of the world ; for mifchie* 
vous fpirits and hobgoblins are only formidable among 
lavages and barbarians. Different monuments in the 
towns of Apollo and Mercury atteft that the Egyp- 
tians confidered Typhon as fubjeft to the power of 
the Supreme Being ; and the facerdotal fables repre-t 
fented that monfter as drowned in the lake Sirbon, 
whither he was thrown headlong, after having been 
itruck with thunder. It fhould likewife be obferved, 
that he was always fuppofed to poffef$ more influence 
on natural effeds than in the affedions of the human 
mind. To him were afcribed the burnii^g winds, fo 
noxious in that country, as weU as the fuffocating 
fogs around Pelufium ; and it was he likewife wko 
appeared in thofe water-fpouts on the Mediterranean, 
which are flill known by. his name. 

Thus the Egyptians would feem to have been much 
more embarraffed in explaining the origin of phy^ 
fical than of .mpral evil. It is eafy to admit that 
beings fuppofed tp be born fr^e agents, (ho\^14 ftek 

* Ne nunc qu'tdem in eadem urhe do^rina varia^Jiljeni* Non aftut 
eof ex(iruh mti/tca, nee harmonia conticuit* Lib. 22. 

f Ty^honemclan^GreJtflrorumj^eUipofecredehant* Ee Ifidv 5^ 
Ofirld. - 
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Sa Aemfelves alone the fource of vices and of virtues: 
even the vulgar are capable of conceiving this ; but 
the convulfions of nature, fo far beyond the powet 
of man, and defboying alike the innocent and tht 
guilty, differ greatly in their eyes from that phyfical 
evil which produces diforder in the paffions. Afto*' 
this, it is almoft incredible to find Mr. Fourmont, 
in his Critical Obfenmtiom on the Ancients, endeavoms 
ing ferioufly to demonftrate that the Typhon of the* 
Egyptians was no other than Jacob the patriarch o£ 
the Jews*.. This chimera. alo^efurpaffes allthofec^ 
Huet, Kirchqr, and Warburton. The allegorical 
fables related by Plutarch feem indeed to indicate 
that the Egyptians confidered the Hebrews as a 
wicked and typhonic race. Thofe allegories how* 
ever were probably confined to the populace, and 
not extraflied from the books of the prief^s, in which,, 
according to Jofephus, nothing more was found con- 
cerning the Jews than that they had been collefted 
in Avaris, called likewife the Town of Typhon. The 
(ituation of that place is very interefting for geo*- 
graphy, and flill more for hiflory ; yet no perfon ha^ 
hitherto been able to point it out with certainty. In . 
our opinion Avaris is the fame town with Sethron, 
and its diflrid fotmed the leffer jL^«<i ofGoJhen\ for 
the Jews never inhabited the greater, fituated forty 
leagues more to the fouth, and belonging to a town 
galled HeracleqpoUs Magna ; while the little Land of. 



* Vol. i. lib, Hk cap. ig^ 
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Goflieh fbrtocd psrt of the torritory of Hertuleip^ 
Fatvai or Scthron in the Delia *• 

The mythok>gkaI viAoJry of the gods orer Typfa<ffi 
may in oxi^ fenfe be fuppofed |o rcfet to the expulfion 
. of the ihepherd kings^ and in another to the drain- 
ing of Lowct Egypt by canals. Prior to that un- 
dertaking the country was uninhabitable, and it is 
tefy to conceire that the fc^s there muft have beeo 
czceedingiy pernicious* Independently of the other 
caufes already affigned, as connefled xnrith the origin 
of the plague» it ihould be obferved that the vno 
chains of mountain^ bordering that countiy on both 
fides from the cataracts of the Kite as far as Cairo, 
form a long, deep, and n^u-row valley, where the 
lif cannot circulate freely. Several elbows befide« 
. prevent the wind from following even a longitudinal 
dire6):ion. In th^ fame manner, from the narrow- 
nefs and irregularity of the ftreets of Conftantinople, 
the contagion is conftantly preferved, becaufe the cur- 
tent of air wants force to dilSpate the noxious paN 
ticles^ Th? ancients pretended th;it i^ Egypt the 

* The Egyptxati priefta did not inf^rt the real names of the 
ufurpcrs in their memoin ; but they demoted them by odk^us fym-* 
bols. Cambyfes was the./«/iTtjr^/ Ocbus,thc4^; and the firft 
of the (hepherd kings, Tyfbon or Seth, Thus Scthron, where, 
they refided, had the name of the Town of Typhon, In the facer- 
iotal books, altliough it was properly Goferti or the leffcr city of 
Hercules. The fhq>herds called it jfvans, or jiharhi but aftcf 
\ their expulfion it received again the name of Seth^op or Typho-^ 

Bopolis, which are fyuonymoiis terms* 

wind 
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Xsiod never deiceaded low enough to agitate coafi* 
derably the waters of the Nile ; but they (hould hav^ 
contented themfelves with faying that the veflels are 
there fubjeft to frequent cairns. It is certain that, at 
Ariflotle afferts, the Nile had formerly but one 
mouth*: all the others were formed by human in* 
duftry, and increafed to feven, not without fom« 
affedation of equalling the fuppofed number of the 
pianets. But the Tanaitic mouth was never confe*- 
crated, as fome have believed, to Typhon. The 
averfion teftified for Tanais proceeded merely from 
its having been inhabited by the ihepherd kings. 
That place was always expofed to the incurfions of 
the Arabs, and at this day a horde of Bedouins 
feed their cattle in the diftri^ called formerly the 
Little Land of Goflien. 

As we have aiqied at nothing more than to indi*' 
cate thofe points in which th^ religion of ancient 
Egypt differ^ effentiaily from that of China, it is 
not ncceflary to introduce long difcuffions on the 
panegyres, or folemn feafts. They were not fo nu- 
tnerous as we might be led at firft to believe, he* 
caufe they were not celebrated by all the provinces 
at one time ; and many are regarded as different, 
although they may have been cffentially the fame. 

• Meteor, lib. u cap, 2.— Ariftotle bdie?cd, that the only na- 
tural mouth of the Nflc W2l$ that of Canopus : but in very ancient 
time* the ritr«r discharged itfctf at the point of the Delta, about 
thirty leagues more to the fouth than Canopus. This appears 
cjpediblc Qn hip^&ing the fa^e of .the coufttrf. 

a The 
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The feaft of bludgeons, held in the autumn, waspftf-i 
bably no other than that witneflcd by Herodotus at 
Psapremis in the Delta, where the devotees fought 
with clubs, or poles j but, as he aflures us, without 
the lofs of any lives. Thus that folly, however great 
and reprehenfible, could not be compared with the 
combats of the gladiators in Italy. The feftival in 
the beginning of the dog-days feems to have differed 
little from that of the lamps in the town of Sais j 
and finally, what the Greeks called Niloa^ and the 
Romans the birth-day of Apis, coincided exaftly 
with the feaft folemnized at the fummer folftice, as 
we learn pofitively from Heliodorus. Egypt then 
offered the gayeft fpedtacle in the whole year ; for 
thofe who were natuially gloomy and thoughtful 
made at leaft great efforts to furmount their melan- 
choly* Mr. Niebuhr obferves, that the modern 
Egyptians, even when moft defirous of appear* 
ing joyful, are never fo in reality. They feem 
indeed to have difcovered the fame difpofition in 
former times, although the priefts neglefted nothing 
to render the theophanies and panegj^res fo very 
amufmg, that they were called by Ovid the Delights 
pf the Nile. Ancient phyficians, who prefcribed a 
voyage to Alexandria for their patients, furely 'did 
not hope for any advantage from the air of that 
place ; but they were led to ej^pefl: much from the 
divcrfity of ftrange objitks and public amufements 
fo numerous in Egypt, but too frequently accompa- 
nied with the groffeft debauchery.^ Yet, whatever 

. Juvenal 
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Juvenal may have advanced *, we cannot believe eafily 
that the indigenous inhabitants always carried diflb- 
lutenefs to fuch excefs as the Greeks of Canopus, 
who feem to have been unequalled in the world* 
Polybius aflures Us, that in his time Alexandria con- 
tained no other decent people than the native Egyp- 
tians, and they did not amount to one third of the 
inhabitants. The reft confifted of a mixture of 
Greeks and Jews joined to the refufe of all the dif- 
ferent countries of Europe and Afia» 

Befides the faljbath, which the Egyptians feem ta 
have obfcrved very regularly, they had a fixed fef- 
rival at each new moon ; one at the fummer, and 
another at the winter folftice, as well as at the ver- 
nal and autumnal equinoxes. All others, except 
that on the rifing of Sirius, were changeable, and 
dependent on certain combinations known to the 
priefts only, who transferred them arbitrarily, when- 
ever they occurred on the neomenia, the equinox, or 
the fglftice. 

No modern author has ever been able to explain 
why the priefts of Egypt adhered fo obftinately to 
the uncertain year in matters of religion. They even 
€xa6ted a dreadful oath from all their kings, previous 
to inauguration, never to abolifh the imperfeft year, 
tt'hich was too ihort by five hours, forty-eight mi- 
nutes, and thirty-feven fecondsf. The Jews, who 

• ■■■ - ■■ Horridafan} 
JEgyptus ; fed iuxuria, guanium tpfe notaitif 
Barharo famofo nun cedit turha Canope* 
f The priefts of Egypt infertcd aft extraordinary day onlf on 
f acb fourth, fixed, or facrcd year. 

were • 
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were the woril a{lroiK)mers ia the world, except 
t>erhapfi the Chinefe^ held at times a fecret council to 
determine whether or not they fliould .add a month 
to their lunar year. To this affembly neither the 
king nor the high-prieft could gain admii&onj be- 
caufe, as it was the intereft of the latter to prevent, 
vtnd of the former to effed, an intercalation, both^ 
their votes appeared fufpicious ** The fovereigns of 
Egypt were probably in the fame Ctuation j and the 
priefts did not forget that when five days were at 
one time added to the year^ the Pharaohs, as Plu- 
tarch fays, infifted on having one entirely for repofe* 
Bcfides, the facerdotal order pretended to the ex- 
clufive right of compofing the almanacs ; and they 
alone were capable of the tafk^ as long as the year 
remained uncertain* The inconvenlencies this oc- 
cafioned in civil life were however very trifling $ 
becaufe every thing belonging to agriculture and the 
overflowing of the Nile was exactly regulated by 
fixed feafts, which indicated to the people each new 
moon^ equinox, and folftice* It was from Egypt that 
Greece and Italy received the only tolerable calen- 
dars they poffcfled* Lucftn rcprefents Cacfar, after 
having fupped with Cleopatra, as boafting that the 
Julian year Ihould cede in nothing to that of £u« 
doxusf. It is not however very probable that any 

* • Mof. Maimonidi de Coiifecratione Kale ndar. 8c Rationc Inter- 
calandi. — ^Thc kings of Judea might ia certain cafes have had an 
intereft in making the year confill of thirteen months ; and it is 
tight that fuch matters fliould not dejxend on. the wHl of any clafs 

1 Nee meui Eudoxi 'olncttur faftlbus Mnnm^ 

man 
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man fliould think of fiich matters at table with Cleo- 
patra : befides, Eudoxus had ftudied in Egypt ; and 
as Caefar employed an Egyptian^ he could only value 
himfelf on his good inclination. 

"We {hall terminate this article by fome obferva- 
tibns on the pretended zeal of making profelytes, 
attributed to the Egyptians. ITlis opinion is founded 
alone on the numerous temples in diflferent countries 
where divine worfhip was celebrated according to the 
Ifiac rites by (horn priefts clad in linen, whole pro- 
bity was very doubtful ; but the real Egyptians never 
took any pains to make profelytes, and the worfliip 
of Ifis was propagated in the iflands of the Archipe- 
lago, at Corinth, Tithorsea, and almoft every town 
in Italy, by Afiatic Greeks, who received Neophytes 
without fubjefiing to circumcifion, although in Egypt 
that operation was confidefed as indifpenfable. Some 
temples of Ifis, like that of Bologna, might have 
had fixed revenues, becaufe they were founded by 
Roman families or rich freedmen ; but the greater 
part had only begging priefts, who knocked at every 
door with their fiftrum, and perfuaded the common 
people that no crime was fo enormous as that of 
refufing them charity *• This evil foon arrived at 
its height in Italy, where all exertions of the police 
to check it were ineflfedual ; for the meafures taken 
by the fenate and the emperors againft the worihip- 
pers of Ifis were equally abfurd with thofe they ha^ 
cn>ployed to extirpate the Jews and aftrologers. 

* Ecqms ita eft eiudaXy ut limine cogat abtre 

Atlantcm Pharid tlnnulajijlra manuP Ovid, de Pont. i. 

VOL. II. M We 
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We do not^ however, mqm to deny that in the 
fdgn of die Ptolomie^ fomere^ Egyptians might have 
been found both among the vagabonds already men- 
tioned and the Oalli ; but they were always of the 
4regs of the people, who, perfecuted at home by 
poverty, had no other refource than the credulity 
loid fiqierftitiw of mankind* 
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SECT- VIII. 

ON TH? RELIGION OF TH^ CHINESE, 

THOSE who have endeavoured to eftabU& feme 
order arncAig the difibrent religions known in 
the world fince its creation to the days of theempt- 
ror Auguftus, haVc agreed to reduce them to three 
daffes : B?irbarifin, Scythifkn, ?^nd Hellenifin, With- 
put examining here whether or not that circle is fuffi- 
piently extenfive to caraprehend every fpecies and 
variety, we may x)bferve that a particular dafs might 
veil have been allotted for the worfliip 'introduced 
into favage countries by the Scythians or Tartars. 
It is now no longer doubtful that the religion of the 
ancient Chinefe was a branch of S^y^h^m, adapted 
to the character of a rude, re(|l^is, wandering, md 
paftoral people : nothitiig, however, cduld be mofe 
un^t for a peaceable and poliflied fociety. Thus the 
Tartars, even when capable of preferving their eoh» 
queft8,alway§^befnaoiied their religion, and^na 'for 
die fame reafim adopted the Indian wprfliip : yet fhat 
country, fituated at the extremity of our corttineiit, 
an4 fepars^ted as it were from the reft of the world, 
ihould hwe^ adhered mor^ than all (Sthers tp its na'-» 
tional inMnti^ns $ biit they wanted force. 

|4eibmtz imagined that the T-King^ which is, 
undoubtedly, the moft ancient monument of the 
Chinefe, contained the elements of binary arithmetic. 

The conjefture, however, of that great man *ras 
\>y far too ingenious j and it is furprifing that he, who 

M q knew 
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knew the hiftory of the ancient Germans, fhonld not 
have perceived that they likewife have their T King* 
With them, as well as with the Chinefe, it was 
nothing more than a table of chances ; and we have 
every reafon to believe that the fame fpecies of divi* 
nation was praftifed by the Scythians. That of tlie 
Chinefe contains fixty-four marks, cpmpofed of 
ftraight lines, fome of which are whole and others 
broken. The perfon who confults Fortune, throws 
forty-nine fmall rods at random on the ground, and 
their fortuitous pofition,. accordingly as it correfponds 
with the marks of the T^-K'ntg^ indicates good or bad 
auguries. Confucius, by wrting the greater part of 
the rules fof this forcery, has in ured his reputation 
irreparably, not only in the eyes of philofophers, 
but of all thofe who can read without prejudice the . 
hiftory of China. With regard to the Germans, we 
are informed very minutely by Tacitus of their 
throwing rods in the fame manner with the Chi- 
nefe * ; and we have already had occafion, in another 
work, to fliow that this was the origin of the word 
Buc'hjiaben^ viKich is flill ufed, although in ^ very 
different fenfe. 

, The mode of throwing the runes, piaftifed by the. 
other Scythian nations in the north of Europe, is. 
exaSIy conformable to what is feen ii\ the fourth. 

* Tacitus fays, that among the Germans, who were originalljr 
Scythians, the prototype of rhabdomancy was engraved on rods ; 
and we fhall find that the CJiinefe alio fomctimes had rods with 

infcriptionst * . 

book 
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book of Herodotus *, where we find that the Scythi- 
ans had no other mode of divination than that cm- 
ployed in the greater part in the pagodas in China. 
The prototype of thabdomancy is there fijied againft 
a wall f ; and Forty ne is confulted in the manner we 
have defcribed, without any more relation to binary 
arilhmetic than to algebra. Although Mr. Leibnitz 
kept lip a correfpondence with the Jefuits of Paris,^ 
ihey never informed him that the T-King was em- 
ployed by the Chinefe for no other than reprehen- 
fible purpofes. Had that philofopher been as well 
informed as we now are of thofe matters, he would 
have changed his opinion ; for no perfon was ever 
lefs inclined to feek reality in vaiix fuperflitions. 
When he Undertook to defend the Chinefe againft 
<:ertain irtiputations, he acknowledged candidly that 
none of their books difcovercd any true notion of 
the creation of the world {• This certainly weakens 
their deifm j for thofe people arc far from being 

• Heilodotus indeed aflferts that hcr^mapbroditcs were ibund in 
Scythia, who ufcd leaves of trees in divination $ bat an entire 
treatife would be neceitary to explain who thofe men really were, 
and what was their manner of divination by leaves, which feems 
not to h^vfe been unknown to thr Chinefei Maiiy circuitiftances 
relatire to the ' rhabdonaancy of the Scythians and Mcdcs arc 
found in Diob lib. i. T^ti^ Compofitionis. 

f In fome pagodas thefe rods are flat, about fix inches long, 
and covered with charaAers ; others contain difiFerent kinds, fuch 
as we find defcribed by Mendoia, Hiftoria della China, lib. ii. 
•cap. iv. 

X In his Coljieftlon of I^ettera, ctnd the notes he has added to the 
^reatifes of Langobardi and Antoine dc St. Maiie. 

M 3 deift?^ 
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deift^, ^hd db not admit the Eternal to be the ft^ 
creator of the univerfti, and, as Newton eaSpreffes itf 
the Mbiftcr of Nature. 

When Father Merfenne affisrted in one of his pub-* 
Hcatums that he knew twelve atheifls in one houfe aft 
Baris, and that the whole number in that city 
amounted to fixty thoufand, the police, by feizing 
all the copies of the work, qualhedthis grofs oahimny 
of a begging cenobite who lived at the expoiie of 
the public ; but no fuch precaution was ufed agalnft 
thetreattfe oi Eangobardiy another monk, who did not 
accufe fifty or fixty thoufand perfons ef s^eifm, but 
the- whole clafs of the literati in China. An impu- 
tation of that nature was too atrocious to proceed 
from chsoity ; and the more atrocious it was, the 
fth)nger proofs we ought to have had of its truth: 
yet nothing was ever lefs clearly demonftrated. 
Thefe pretended men of l^ttert are exceedingly igno- 
rant ; and when in their difputiss they no longer un- 
derftand each other, .which frequently haj^ns, they 
trace out with their fims the charafters of the word 
intended to be explained. Never, in fhort, was any 
language more unfit for metaphyfical difcuflions than 
that of China, and it is called an;ong, the neigh- 
bouring^ dates the Tongue rf Conft^tm. Rulds of 
grammar and fyntlaic, invented to render languages 
diftinft and intelligible^ are imknovm in that jargon ; 
it confifts of no more than three tenfes, and about 
fifteen or fixteen radical words, not one of which is 
fynoninious with God, Creati<m, or Creator ^ and 
the more circumlocutions^ arc introduced, the greater, 

of 
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^CQttJfei^ btlie perpkxitjr* Iff uiidar fuch dmuM* 
fiances^ foitte of tfat iherati feeta iacofreft ia thdt 
notions concerniag tlie efface of the Dtviohf) tfc 
does not fellow bj mf means that thfef niuft be 
adidfts} and their vcty fu^ftition argues the 
contrary. This it etplained in the deateft manner bf 
the following paflag^ ejctracfaed from the work of 
Father du HaUe : 

^ The m(^ nSit of the Chinefe do£brs ure igno* 
lant in general of aU parts of philofophy, if we 
«icq>t a littk morality. They are incapable of rea- 
Ibning with ^y juftncfs either on natural caules and 
n^t&%f or 6n the foul, the Firft Being, the ftate of 
another life, or the neceility of a reli^on, concerning 
^ which they feem very indifferent. No people, 
iK)weyer, apply more time to ftudy than they ; but 
their youth is fpent in learning to read, aiid the reft 
of their life in fulfilliiig the duties of their employ* 
mentSy or in compofing academical difcourfes. This 
total ignorance of nature is the^ reafon why the moft 
common eSeds of nature are always attributed to 
ibme evil genias *•** 

It would be i%u(l to require that fuch men (hould 
^peak and write lik^ philofophers or metaphyfidans ^ 
smd furely, in th^n^ fuperftition is more remarki^le 
than atheifm. Befides, when it is faid that hoide^ 
C|f the jcreation of the umverfe is found in the Chinefe 
hookd^ we muft confido* the aflertion as limited lo 
t)iofe cogipo&d befor^rthe thirteenth century. Under 

*■ O«fcri|ition of duni, tqL tii. 

M4 the 
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the dynafty -of the Moguls, fome authors, fuch ^9 
Hou-pingj fpoke of the origin of the world nearly in;. 
the fame manner as the Mahometans^ 
. Next to the l-King^ or table of chances^ in the ca** 
aonical order, fome place the Chcu-Kin^^ which ia^ 
not an original and complete work, but im imperfe6b 
colle£tion x^i hiftorical occurrences, o^mmon-place 
moral fentences, and various fuperftitions. • The com- 
piler of this piece, which defer ves the name of a 
rhapfody more than either the Iliad or Odyffey, is^ 
not known ; but he evidently lived at a period ■nnuch' 
later than the events recorded in his work* As the^ 
Chou-King^ it is feid, was not compiled until ^hc 
days of Herodotus, it muft always be impoffible to 
afcertain how much has been added or- retrenched 
by thofe who colleOied the diffea-ent f)ieces ; and the^ 
whole produftion appears very doubtful in the eyes- 
of good critics, when they refle£k that it was at one^ 
time committed to the flames, and afterwards com- 
pofed anew: yet fome traces of antiquity are found 
there, and it , reprefents the Chinefe^ like the 
other Scythians, as much addifted to intoxieatioii 
Vfith/ampfu^ particularly in the northern provinces, 
where they, firft fettled. That name is given to a- 
fpirit extrafted from rice, millet, or wheat, and even- 
from buck- wheat, as fome pretend, although that grain 
muft certainly- have been brought into China from 
fome other country. The vine is likewife confider- 
ed as an exotic -by travellers, who pretend that it was- 
introduced there fincethe time of Confucius. This, 
however, is very uncertain j and we^only know that 
^. • anciently, 
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anciently, as at prefent^ the Chitiefe never preffed 
any liquor from the grape. Their method of obtain-- 
ing-a fpiritUQUs drink from rice was nearly fimilar to 
ifebat practifed by the Tartars in diftilling the milk of 
mares.- TheCbou-Ki^g mentions nothing concerning 
tea ; and we #re ignorant of the precautions taken 
in thofe days^ainft the bad quality of the water. 
The ancient Tioglodytes employed an infufioh of the 
rhaninus paliirus, which might be very effedual in 
rendering the bitter waters of Arabia potable, and 
perhaps its properties in that refpeft are fuperior to 
thofe of the tea-tree. . , . 

. It isnoteafy to give the reader an idea of the 
whimfical manner in which fome matters of natural 
philoFophy are treated in the Cljou-King. The com- 
piler not only introduces the five elements, but he 
aflerts that each has a particular tafte : thus, accord- 
ing to him, every combuftible matter is bitter, and 
every thing f6wn and reaped is fweet ; to prove which 
he fliould have cited muftard and colo'quintida. It is 
difficult to conceive how any refemblance could be 
found between fuch abfurdities, and the treatife of 
Ocellus Lucanus, whobefides was a very inconfiflent 
reafoner, as we perceive by his two arguments to 
prove the eternity of the world. He indeed was 
not the inventor of that fyftem, but no perfon could 
have defended it more feebly. 

The ancient inhabitants of Afia erred chiefly in 
what concerned natural philofophy : But the expref- 
fions of the Chou-King concerning forcery are diame- 
trically 
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tncally <:ontrary to common fenfe } and that thi 
reader may judge, we need only copy one paflage : 

If the ^randees^ the min\fters^ and the feofU§ 
/peak in one nKntner^ and you think oiherwife^ but C9iu 
formably to the Jigm of the ^ortoifs and the Chi, yowr 
advice tvillfuceeed. 

If the grandees and the jnin{fters are uni^d in fen* 
timent with the T^rtoife and the Chiy although you and 
the people differ from them^ every thing will fucceed 
equally. 

If the people y the Tortoife^ and the Chi, are unani* 
mouij when you, the grandees, and the minijiers, have 
another opinion, you may befure to fucceed irtteriorly, and 
fail outwardly* 

If the Tortoife and the Chi oppofe the counfels ofmen^ 
it is- wife to undertake nothing j for evil alone muft be 
theeonfequence*. 

The firft idea fuggefted by this paflage U, that the 
eottipiler of the Chou-King 'was a. Chinefe madman* 
But as the bad cuflom of interrogating the oracle of 
Delphi on every fubjed, public and private, did i|ot 
prevent the Greeks from beecuning poliibed and fiou^ 
rifeing, neither were any ill effe£ts prodiiced by the 
Aiperftitions we have mentioned on the peafants of 
artifts of Chin^* When enlightened princes and aUe 
tuaifters appeared, in that country, they allowed 
themfelves to be as little impefed upon by the Tor-^ 
toife as the Roman fenate by tb«f iteredr chiekena, of 
the AreQpi^)^ and Amf^ydtoak Cottle t^ tfte 

• Cbou-King, part ir. ctap, 4. 

Pythia. 
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}^&iia. Yet it were to he defir^d that the mindi of 
theChtod'i^ i^ould be divefted of fuch chimeras ; for 
although they do not 2Sk& materially the body of the 
date, yet ftilU among the commoa people, their 
eSsGts arc frequently melancholy. 

In a wdkregulated country fome means might be 

llevifed of making the blind fubfift without begging 

or tdlii^ fortunes. The multitude of fuch wretches^ 

who aik aims in China, is ailoniihing ; and they 

have acquired by their foolifh prediftions fo much in* 

fiuence on the minds of the people, that their agency 

was employed in propagating the dogmas of the 

Catholic religion. As long as fome rich Neophytes 

paid them bountifully, they continued to recommend 

baptifm to all thofe who applied for their advice on 

futurity. The government might ^afily prevent the 

monks from exercifing their forcery with rods in the 

pagodas ; biit thofe who have feen the almanacks 

printed by direction of the pretended Mathematical 

Tribimal, and filled vnih the mofl abfurd fuperftitions^ 

are ccmvtnced that the Chinefe have no inclination to 

open their eyes on the abi^s which difhonour them 

in the eighteenth century. 

It would be fuperfluous to enter into extenfive 
details concerning the other canonical books, or 
Kings .* ^tcalled the Spring and Autumn is nothing 
morethian a fingle chronicle of the princes of Lon^ 
and China contained at one time about one hundred 
and twenty fuch kingdoms ; but difcord, which 
nothing can withftand, fwept them all away amidft 
ftrcams of bloo4* Thofe fmall ftates waged conti- 
nual 
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nual war with each othei*, like the Aymans or Tarta^ 
hordes ; and the manners of the Chinefe were then 
perfeftly fimilar to thofe of the Scythiansl Even 
their princes drank out of human fkulls, after having 
taken off, the fcalps, in the barbarous manner de- 
fcribed by Herodotus, and ftill pradlifed by the fa- 
vages of North America. 'Ihe Chi-King is a collefliioti 
ofverfes, many of which, according to the confeffion 
of the Jefuits the'mfelves, are extravagant and impi- 
ous *. It is, however^ curious to obferve in the 
Chi'King an ode on the Ruin of Mankind, afcribing 
that misfortune^ to a woman, and announcing the 
fpcedy deflrudion of the world. This admits of no 
medium : either the piece has been compofed at 
fbme recent period from Rabbinical ideas, or the 
author, confideri^g the Chinefe nation as the whole 
human race, alludes to the nxiftrefs of fome wicked 
prince, who, through wciknefs for her,, had difmifled 
the magiftrates, and given their places to rogues.. It 
is very common with the Chinefe authbrs to com. 
plain of the numerous, but not unexampled, misfor- 
tunes occaficned to the-flate by the blind paffion of 
fome einj>erors. Another ode in the Chi-King de- 
fcribeS the dreadful diforders introduced by Pao-JfCf 
the miflrefs of Teou^ a prince configned to the exe- 
cration of all ages, and commorlly ftyled the King of 
Darknefs : yet thefe facts do not prevent the Chi-King 
from appearing to be a very doubtful performance, 
not only on account of the articles rejefted by the 



* Du Halde, Defcnptlon of China, vol. ii* 



Jefuits, 
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Jefuits, but from the whole coUeSion ; and as much 
may be faid of the Li-ki. But the paffion of the 
Chinefe for the number five made them determined, at 
all riiks, to have five canonical books to equal their 
five elements, and five manitcns, which, according- 
to them, prefide in different parts of the (ky under 
the direSion of the Supreme Genius. Confucius 
maintained that the even numbers, two, four, fix, 
eight, and ten, were terreftrial, rude, and imper* 
feft, while the uneven numbers, one, three^ five, 
feven, and nine, are celeftial, particularly the two 
laft. It is eafy to perceive that this prejudice, alto- 
gether unworthy of a philofopher, had infeded a 
great part of Afiatic and European Scythia "^many 
ages perhaps before the birth of Confucius : fome 
traces of it are found not only among the Getse, the 
Lamas, the Moguls, and the Calmuks, but likewife 
an^ong the favages of Siberia* The fir (I tribute of 
furs required from the Samoides by the Ruffians, 
under the czar Bafil Ivanowitz, was brought to the 
receivers diftributed in nine facks. It ftruck me ini- 
mediatcly, when examining fome infcriptions found 
id Lapland, that the fame myftic number very fre- 
quently occurred in them alfo ; and this is not fur- 
prifing if the Laplanders are really defcended from 
the Calmuks or Huns, as fome endeavour to prove 
by analogy of language *. 

* The cbaradlers found in Lapland are traced in this manner : 

iiixxxiii.t-ttiuxxx. 

This fannula is repeated feveral times in different places, and gives 
alwayi tivice the number ^nine Knud Leems, Profcffor der Lap- 
pifchcn Sprache,' J^achrichten von den Lappen. 

What 
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^hat is called the ancient religion of China ha^ 
now no prieft or clergy, if we except the prince^ 
who unites in his own perfon all the facerdotal an4 
imperial authority. Thofe who form the Tribunal 
of Rites are neither gonfecrated nor capable of oflS^r- 
ing great facrifices ; and the emperor at pleafure or- 
ders them to be chaftifed like flaves, or difn^ifTed 
entirely, to mingle w^th the crowd of common nien« 
"When the eunuchs governed the empire, the Tribu- 
nal of Rites was compofed entirely of fuch mutilated 
wretches as themfelves. Defpotifm in faft has over, 
turned priefthood in China, and trampled it under 
foot ; for, in former times, the Chin^fe bad car- 
tainly their priefts, as well as all the other nattonfi of 
Scythia, The Kans indeed always poflcfled the ri^t 
of offexing certain facrifices, and immolating partir 
cular viftims, from which they probably were iirft 
called Sons of Heaven / and the title, 5r4{Mi/^, of the 
Calmuk princes refembles greatly the Tien^ife |Mre- 
ferved by the emperors of China. All matters of 
religion were not, however, totally engroifed by the 
Kans : thus we find that the Moguls and Mtndhuis 
permitted the Kutuktus to retain fomc part of their 
authoxity ; and they continue to follow the gvea^ 
hordes when they lodge near the tent of the prince. 
They refide likewife at the court of Pe^kin ; beohile 
the religion of the Lamas is profcffed by the Tartars^ 
who, in one thoufand fix hundred and forty-rfour, 
fubdued China. Many centuries before that conqueft, 
the total extindion of the prieflhood had made the 
Chinefe entruft the fuperinteiKience of {»4»Hc icduca- 

tion 
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d<m to the magiftrates ; and feme modern writers 
have beftowed the Wgheft encomiums on that mea* 
fure: but as the country contains many different 
ieds, the magiftrates of the provinces, having no 
uniform religion, may eafily be led to enforce their 
particular opinions relative to Fo and Lao-kium. It 
is truly ridiculous to fuppofe that little mandarins are 
never the dupes of the feduftion praftifed by the 
bonzes, who have fo frequently acquired an afcend- 
ancy over the whole court, and fometimes to fuch a 
pitch, that we find the emperor Kan-ifou defcending 
from his throne to become a novice in a bonzery. 
When any country has an uniform worihip, the beft 
method of giving all poffible force to public iniftruflion 
there would confift in entrufting it alternately to the 
magiftrates and the clergy, according to invariable for- 
mularies adopted by theftate. This would prevent con- 
tinual and bitter complaints againft wretched preach* 
ers ; for they muft then become all equally good. 

China had in former times a high prieft, called 
Tai'CbeUng^ whofe power diminifliedin proportion as 
that of the emperor increafed. This revolution, 
added to many others, enervated to fuch a degree 
the national religion, the dogmas of which were 
very ill conneSed, that it became neceffary to intro- 
duce a foreign fyftem from India. • Unfortunately the 
newly-adopted worfliip was no longer in its primitive 
purity ; for Fo or Budha^ having blended with it the 
corrupt doftrine of repofe and meditation, ^gave rife 
to monkifm, or rather to that fcourge, concerning 
which we ihall fpeak more particularly hereafter. 

The 
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The Chinefe would have afted more wiftly by ad*^ 
hering to the ancient miniftry of their Tai-clye-ttf^n^ 
than by abandoning themfclves to the lazy and coiref- 
ous race of the bonzes, who are unconneftcd whh 
the conftitution of the ftate. Whether they beg bi* 
poffefs lands, fuperftition is to them always equally 
iieceflary ; for they find it as effeftual in preferving 
as in acquiring riches. The Chinefe, prior to the 
introduftion of Foijm^ had indeed other monks^ who 
followed the ancient , fed of Immortals : they are 
mentioned by Herodotus as well as PL^to, in whofe 
time they were fcattercd in the north of Greece, and 
thence introduced by the Getrc into Wallachia and 
Moldavia. It is not aflonifhing that the Chinefe 
fhould be incapable of Inventing a mode of worfhip 
adapted to the genius and morals of a civilized peo-' 
pie ; but they made the worft choice poflible among 
all the religions of their neighbours*. In thofe 
days the fuperftition of the Parjis were preferable,^ 
particularly for a poor nation, to thofe o^Foifm ; be- 
caufe they admitted no monks, and their dogmas 
were favorable to agriculture. Thus the princes of 
Afia, by receiving them into their dominions, had 
never any caufe for repentance ; and it were to be 
defired that the fame thing could be faid of the Jews 
in Europe, who have the more occafion to be reformj 
ed by others, as they are averfe to it themfelves, and 

* Some hiilorians pretend that the emperor Mtng-H wa$ le4 
to introduce the Indian rehgi«n into China from an apparition and 
a proj^hecy of Confucius. Such fables are too giofs ever to bt^ 
admitted. a* 

' ' continue 
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as in the days of Mofesif' 

^_ ..,_(hip was much corrupted 

v^en introduced among the Chinefe, it contained 
'ftiU feme inftitutions very proper to corredl the natu- 
ral ferocity of a Scythian people. The innovator 
Bifdba had not diminifhed the horror for bloodfhed 
which charafterifed the dogmas of the Hindoos, wbo^ 
on that account, are pardoned, or at lead not re« 
proacbed, for many of their fuperftitions. The 
bonzes even endeavoured to abolifh the puniihment 
of ckath in Chiiia, without perceiving that it could 
never be difpenfed with in a defpotic (late ; for no« 
thing is more variable than the will of princes on a 
tottering throne. The advice of the bonses produ- 
ced fo little effeft, that it did not prevent even the 
innocent relations of criminals from being conflantly 
dragged to the fcaffold, except the women, who are 
fold for flaves according to a maxim of the Scythians 
mentioned by Herodotus *. Some of their colonies 
brought the fame cuftom into Ruflia, where it ftill 
continues. 

The ancient religion of China confided chiefly in 
fecrifices offered on the hills, whither the emperors 
repaired with the high prieft, and both moft proba- 
bly immolated viftrms. In the province of Chan-tong 
is a mountain, called Tai-chan^ fiippofed by fome of 
the Chinefe to be the higheft in their country, and 
tradition, as well as hiftory, informs us that its 

• ^os morti rex affic'it^ eorum ne liberos qui Jem reUnquit ; fed 
wnverfos mares snterfidty ftminis nil lafis* Herod, lib. iv. 

VOL. n, N fiimmit' 
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fumittit was long appropriated to facrifices. What ll^* , 
faid' bf the infcriptions foimd there Appears, yeff*- 
fufpicious ; though it is not inipoffible but fbmd 
may be found there fimilar to thofe prodigi<Mi€l- 
ftones reared by the Scandinavians on feveral h%fi 
Ipots of northern Europe, and fometim^s engravteS 
with*^ Runic and Laplandifli chara^kers. The latter 
are cut on pillars placed on* the top of fome elevated 
rock, where fragments of bones fcattered round 
prove that facrifices have been offered there for many 
years by the Laplaiiders — a circumllance which cer- 
tainly does not weaken the opinion of thofe who 
cbnfider the Laplanders as .defcendants of the Huns-;- 
for the plate is ftill known where the latter immolat- 
ed Viftims on a mountain in the province of Chen-Ji. 
Ottier places have been feen by travellers in Tartary 
aird Siberia cdnf^crated to fimilar religious ceremo- 
nies^ and *they feem, indeed, to have been general* 
ain6ng t^e Scythians, t6 whom the Chinefe undoubt- 
€dJ[^ owe theiV origin. The name of thfeir chief prieft 
related probably to the facrifices on the high places ;' 
btft the g^reat difficulty rs^'to know> what kind of divi- 
nities were addreffed in that manner. The • theology 
of the Chinefe has filled heaven and earth with 
genii, among whom the Oreades, or thofe of the 
mountains, hol^ a very diflinguifhed rank, and fKH 
receive divine honors. All the moft celebrated 
pagodas of the whole empire are aMb fituated on the 
mofl elevated mountains * : men who had neither 

* New Memoirs an the prcfcnt State of China, vol. i. 

towns 
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totvns nor fortreffes, an J yet, like the favages of 
cold countries,' were conflantly at war, might fre- 
quently have found fafety on'tHe high grounds, after 
Tiaving been defeated In the plains. It was therefore 
natural' that they ihould chiife fuch afylums for ap- 
•pfoaching as near as poflible to* heaven to return 
thanks or invoke future" favors. Local divinities 
were intenfibly fixed on the 'mountains, and to them 
the blood of victims was offered, which had before 
been referved for the fky. The invention of genii,' 
or the phantoms To called, ieems to have followed the 
worffiip of the ftars and the firmament. 

When Father le Comte maintained, in his Memoirs, 
thalf the Chinefe had honored the Creator in the moft: 
ancienttemple of the univerfe, the Sorbonne, alarmed 
without reafori, condemned , the aflertion *. Yet it 
is difficult to conceive how the Sorbonne could pre- 
tend to decide on that point ; becaufe it was merely 
an hiftorical fad every way unconneded witli the re- 
ligFon of France. Hiftorians and philofophers fhould 
be allowed to judge of fuch opinions, and then it* 
would have foon appeared tl^at tlje affertion of FathdSf 
le Comte was fabulous, and not hereticaK Iii the 
moft diftant age^ the Chinefe had no temples, and 
they facrificed, like the other Scythians of Afia"", on 
the mountains. • As Mr. Leibnitz coiild not perceive' 
in all their books, written long aftet they' became 



* Cenfhra facultaits theologi Part/:: latcuinfropofitiohefexcer^af: 
ix lii/rij : Memoirs on China-r-Hlftory q£ the -iSdkSlrof the.Em- 
peror Can-hi— Letters on the Cireraonies of therChraefe. .• :. • ^ 
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poliflied, the flighted trace of the creation of the 
world, it is eafy to conceive what mud have been the 
flate of their ideas while ihey remained favages* 
Their barbarifm was Very great until the year one 
thoufand one hundred and twqpty-two before our 
era, when a conqueror, called Vou-vang^ at the head 
of two or three thoufand men, took pofleflion of 
China : he made fome laws, and endeavoured to fix 
the inhabitants, who were ftill fond of an ambulatory 
life, TOid frequently removed whple towns, confifting 
of portable iheds and tents. Their hiftori<;al know- 
ledge was then nothing more than fome traditions 
concerning the ancient Kan Fo-hi^ whofe mother 
conceived him miraculoufly; he had no father, ac- 
cording to the mythologifts of China, who muft 
have copied this fable from the Scythians. They 
likewife pretended to be defcendants of a girl, who 
brought forth fupetnaturally' a child called Scytba, 
according to Diodorus Siculus. Herodotus difputes 
her virginity, and fufpedts her having been conneded 
with Hercules, whofe name is never mentioned in 
the fables of the Scythians. Both thofe authors, 
howevet, agree on the monftrous figure of that 
woman : her body below the bread, fay they, refem- 
bled a ferpent ; and the Chinefe pretend exadly the 
fame thing of To-bi*^. 

• Father de Premarc, wko wat indefatigable In his refearchcs 
eonccrning Chinefe mythology, informs us that an author named 
Veri'^tfe pretends that Fpiik^zA, the body of a ferpent ; wuh regard 
fo bis father^ he adds, the Chinefe fay he had none^ for his mother cott' 
eetvediim mitaculoujly. f rdiminary Difcourfc to the Chou^King. 

The 
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The great analogy betwe^i thefe traditions proves 
ithat they were taken from one fonrce ; and if we 
-obfemre befides the cenformity of the emUem of the 
dragon carried by the Chinefe and Scytiiians on 
their ftandards, little doubt can remain of their 
having onginaned from a common (lock. The firft 
flags of the Chinefe emperors, fixed like fails to their 
x:hariotS} fR^eHed in the wind in the £ime maniier with 
thofe of the Scythians defcribed by Arrian •. 

it is faid that the firft religious fymbol invented by 
the Chinefe was a tripod, or, to fpeak more intelK- 
gttaly, m great vafe fupported by three feet, and furi^ 
fiiihed with two handles, fuch as are defcribed by 
Homer, or in the v^es atttibuted to Hefiod. This 
rdemblance of the Chinefe tripod tp that of Delphi 
can be accoui:ited for only by adoptiog the tradition 
fo common in ancient tim^s, that the temple of 
Qeljdii was fouod^dby ScytHiaas, named Hypo'bo'- 
reaiBS. They receive that name from inhabiting to 
tile nor^ of ithe mountains of Thrace, . where the 
fouthon Gr^ck& ba4 plaped t^it £cmrce of. the wind 

» 'JTM»i>aflage is drcady indicated iu the preface ', we now in- 
fert the Latin trandation : 

Stfna Scyttcafunt dracones convententi longttudine pendentes ex contis, 
Tiuni autem ex panms inter Je confuAs^ dlvetjt'Cqlortbus^ capite^ relU 
qufMjue torpor e onaA adeaudam ufquejimtliferpenttbus ; in fpedem max^ 
hmformidabUemf quantum potefl^ inftruSo. Utuninr autem hisfopUfr 
matiBui / quando quietifiaftt eqm^ nil ampliuf quampannos videos di- 
wrfi-colores ad inferira dependentes : quando vero currunt^ inflaf^ 
- /uTFeJcunt in tantum ut ipfas quoque feras /pedes referant.. Tact. 
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called Boreas ; and thus all the little nations beyotid 
Thrace were to them equally Hyperboreans^ Others 
towards the Alps and Pyrenees received alfo that epi- 
thet, and it was they who mttft have fatrificed aflcsi 
and carried into Greece the firft olive plants, which. 
were certainly riot brought from Sais in the Delta* 
Even admitting that the Scythians really f6unded thci^ 
temple of Delphi, faid by Paulanias to have been 
at firft a paltry hut, itb worihip was certainly altered 
aftefivt rds^ aind mixed with many Egyptian cuftoms. 
The wolf, we find, was confecratxd there to Apollo^ 
exaftly as in the great Lycopolitsm prcfe£lory itt^ 
Thebais. 

The ancient Chinefe, it appears, were far fhrai 
being contented with one myfterious vafe ; for, by 
degrees, they added eight others. To them was at* 
tached the fate of the empire, divided at that time 
into nine provinces, each of whith had confequeatly 
its own talifman. This whimfical fuperftition could 
have originated only froth the kettles firft employed 
in boiling the vidimts ; and thofe of the Scythians, we 
know, refembled, except in fize, the bowls of Leftjos. 
Afterwards the vafes themfelves were revered, becaufe 
the genii or manitous, it was fuppofed, lodged there 
to tafte the meat; and the Chinefe, like all the 
Tartars, offered them the flefh of horfes. -Their 
other viaims were dogs, fwine, fowls, Iheep, and- 
oxen : but fuch facrifices could no longer be conti^ 
nued when the emperors adhered ftriftly to the reli- 
• ion of India, which does not, in any cafe, permit 
- thQ 
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the flaughter of animals *. It is only fin^e the efta- 
bliihrneat of that -^orfliip that the, Ghinefe have ' 
ceafed at times from butchering camels, -cow?, an4 
-horfes; yet the people eat -them \ifhen they die of 
old age, or evea of diftempers, as U the ^afe every 
day i(i Pekpin and Canton j without any meafur^s being 
taken to prevent this abufe, which is fufficient tp 
occ^ion epidemical diforders. Extreme want would 
feem ^o have made them furmount the natural avcrfioa 
of mankind to fuch food ; yet, while famine fre- 
qu&tly carries off great part of the popijlace in the 
towns of China, the mandarins feaft on the nef^s of 
certain birds, on the tendons of deer, the ;fins of 
fliarksi the feet of bears, Molucca mufcroon^^ 
fipalcfsy and every thing they eaiiL imagine m-oXt g^i- 
/ying tp their tafte. 

After the confecration of the nine jaiyftjcal tripods, 
II prince,' known' by the xk2xsi^ qifou ye;^ ere^ed ano- 
ther idol reprefenting the geq^s of the fky with a 
lauman form, as we find in a memoir fent by Father 
Amiot to Mr. de Guignes f* This however feems 
little probable, becaufe the ancient Scythians never 
introduced ftatues in their religious worfliip \ and our 
fufpicions are increafed by the odd circumftances he re- 
lates concerning that image. According tp'him, it was 
an automaton empioyejl tp play at chefs 0% draughts 

♦ During the reign of th« emperor Kao-tfu no viilims were 
immolated at the great facrifices. That prince ordered figures of 
pafte to be i\ibftituted for animals ; but thi§ ^uflpip, flill more ad- 
vant^eou^ for the Chinefe than for the Indians, has fince been ^ 
^bolifhed, and butchers are again employed at the facrificeg, 

t infcrted in the Obfervati^|?8^ o|i the CbourKin^^ 

N ^ . with 
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with difgraced courtiers ; and whenevar thcf faHii^' 
to win the game, as is generally the cafe^ h# afl#^ 
they are maffacred immediately. This ridicufoas ht%T- 
ble is founded perhaps on a cuftom fimilar CO thai: ^ 
mentioned by Herodotus, as pra&iied by the Sc]ri£ias^ 
jOn ihofewho were accufed of having' fwom falfelj 
t>y the throne of their king, lb be condemned^ or 
acquitted, they forced the augurs to play among^ 
themfetves at a kind of divination by lot ; and tho& - 
who loft were inhumanly put to death, unlefs thf^- 
all agreed that the perfon was culpable of the falfe , 
oath laid to his charge. Befides, we perceive in that 
ufage. the immolation of human vidimsj offered un- 
der pretext of prolonging the lives of the kings when 
fick ; and fuch is the origin of thofe ads of fel^cri^ 
fice, of which fo many examples are cited ia; th^ 
hiftory of China. 

Among thofe people, properly called IJedsnsy&xnt 
of whom inhabit to ifce fouth. of the Oxus, vtnd 
others in the country of Igour, animal facrifices ate 
performed to anceftors, and offerings made to the . 
de^d. The Chinefe at all periods praSifed the £imc 
ceremony ^ and they appear to have had their jfiim^^ 
or places where they feed fouls, prior to their having 
any temples. That fuperftition was an eflentlal point 
of their rites and worfhip j but the great mourning 
has very wifely be^n aboliflied by the Mandhui Tar» 
tars *. It lafted threg year's, and during that tim^ 

* The Tartars have reduced the great mourning to feve'n day&; 
but on their fide they have fallen into another excefs, by augment- 
ing the expcnce of funerals, where they eat and drink like the 
Scythians, pd more particularly like the Getae and the Iffedons. . 

' ^fon 
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a fon "was obliged every day to place rice or flelh 
pmst before his deceafed father. No public affairs 
could be tranfafted by the mourner ; and if he had 
the misfortune to lofe his mother at the fame time^ 
the ceremony continued for fix years j and if to this 
fucceedcd the death of an only child, or an elder 
brother, the greater part of the perfon*s life was fpent 
in appearance of fadnefs and real inaflion. Never 
was any cuftom more pernicious and irkfcme to fo« 
ciety, or lefs neceffary for the dead. Such doleful 
and fatiguing inftitutions have influenced fo ftrongly 
the chara&er of the Chinefe, diat they are forced 
againft their inclination to have recourfe to extrava- 
gant tricks of every kind for momentary relief. It is 
mth moral as with phyfical diforders, contrary qua- 
lities ferve alike in both to promote a cure. This fin- 
gular difpofition has by degrees filled the empire with 
people who cannot be called comedians, for they are 
really nothing more than rude buffoons, only capa- 
ble of amufmg men releafed from fix ye^s of deep 
mourning. What the Jefuits have written concern- 
ing the regularity of the Chinefe theatres, has been 
contradifted by modern travellers, fiich as Ofbeck and 
Torten, who are far from efteeming their farces. 
M. de Bougainville, after having been prefent at fome 
of their reprefentations, while at Batavia, contents 
liimfelf with faying, th^t he never wiflies to fee again 
any thing of the kind *. That judicious writer feems 

to 

* ** Beiides the principal pieces reprcfented on the theatres, 
jrach dufter of houfes in the Chiaefe quarter ha« a kind of ftage. 
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to have obferved that the Chinefe cannot difpenfe mih 
their mountebanks ; and this necefGty arifes, a$ fr^ 
have faid, from the long duration of their gloomy 
rites. They were not indeed always exaftly the fame, 
but the changes which have taken place tended lefs 
to foften than increafe their feverity j for fuch h the 
common courfe of fuperftition. 

In former times no offerings were prefented to the 
fmall tablets engraved with the names of the dead ; 
but ^ child was made to eat and drink in the namei 
of the manes, until he called om Pas^ I am fatisjfiedt 
and to this the facrificer anfwered, E^t and drink 
^ore *. It is difficult to imagine how a ftrlking re» 
femblanc€ could be found between this Chinefe in* 
fant, and the cuftom erf. the Egyptians, who, at the 
end of their joyous fesjk^ introduced the figure of s| 
dead perfon, and faid to their guefts. Drink and. re^ 
joice nowjforjucb mujifoan be your fate alfa. An an-^ 
(cient poet has expreffed this maxim in a verfe toq 
well kpiown to require repetition. In China we fin4 
a funeral ceremony, a facrifice, and an interment ; 
while the Egyptians, on the contrary, invited theij 
friends to a great repaft for amufement only, as wq 
Iear|i from Herodotus and Plutarch. Neither of tbofe 

where pantomimes and farces are played during the fairf. Breai 
end public amufementiy was the cry of the Roman peoj^e. Bi^oon- 
tries and commerce are every thing to the Chinefe.-' Voyage round 
the World, yoI. n. ^ 

* Father du Halde mentions tliat cuftom in his Defcrlptton of 
Chhta ; and he was not aware, moft probably, that it would be ad- 
duced as a proof of affinity with the Egyptians. 
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twd authors ever thought of infmuating that the feaft 
was celebrated in ' tl;^ prefence of the mummies, or 
the embalmed bodies, of their, anceftors. The dead 
bo^i^ in Egypt were immediately committed to tho 
vaults, unlefs when fome impediment took place 
either from the law, or on the part of the creditors ; 
and a kind of infemy was always attached to thofe 
who' were prevented from burying their parents. 
Belldes, no connexion whatever can be difcerned be- 
tween a little ftatue of wood, reprefenting death, and 
Chinefe children in good health, who ate and drank 
in the name of the corpfe of their father or mother. 

Thus all the conformities hither):o imagined in this 
matter are of the fame nature with thofe which have 
l^d Mr^ Jiuet to believe that Mofes w^s Adonis, or 
Jacob Typhon, according to Mr. Fourmont ; while 
iGroefe fees nothing more clearly than that the per- 
fonages in the Bible are the heroes of Homer, and a. 
tlK)«Uand circumftances in his opinioi^ prove, that 
Ulyffes and the ^ymph Calypfo were Lot and hi$ 
dauglit^!^. / . 

ijfVhat h^s been already faid concerning the reli- 
gion of the Chinefe is fufEcient to prove, that it dif. 
fers in every point from that of the Egyptians, and 
the fame diffimilarity is fo evident in their rites, that 
nothing but blindnefs and obftinacy can prevent its 
being ))erceived and confuted. No human body has 
ever been opened in China with the idea of convert- 
ing it into a mummy ; and cU praflices relative to 
' the art of embalming are there entirely unknown. 
The dogmas of the two nations, concerning the future 

ftate 
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ftate of the foul, are equally irreconcilable ; for the 
Chinefe, fo far from admitting the atnenthes oi the 
Egyptians, never heard of either purgatory or para- 
dife, in all their canonical books or kings. On that 
account fo many miflionaries and others have con- 
ftantly confidered them as difbelieving the immorta^ 
Kty of the foul, without reflefting that .j|ie offerings 
made to the dead contradid in the ftrongeft manner 
that opinion. But, in truth, the Chinefe can form 
no idea of any place of captivity for fouls ; and they 
fuppofe them transformed into manitous, or kuei-chinj 
and preferving to a certain degree the liberty of^am* 
bling •. 

We find fome light thrown on this matter by a 
fentence pronounced in China againft two Jefuits-ijrfw 
preached the dogmas of the Catholic religion, after 
it had been prohibited by an edift. Thefe bonzes^ it 
proceeds, by inculcating a dodrine containing ifarimis 
foints on life^ deaths par adife^ hetl^ and Gther fal/ebeods 
tf that nature^ have deceived many people. Conform* 
ably to the laws of the empire^ thefe bonzes have fher^* 
fore merited death. Ost this the grand criminal tii- 
jbunal marked on the fentence, let thembejiranglei^^ 

* We do pQt fpeak here of J:he Chinefe people, whp, fonowing ' 
the religion o£ India, believe in the tranfmigration of fouls, the 
fyilem moft generaHv adopted. 

The ancient doArinc of China, which fuppofe^ xhaX ^Us be* 
come mamtous, qx Jtufii'cbitii excludes entirely ^tture p^&s an4 
igewards : for thefe manijtous a^e liable to be perfccuted by the 
bad genii, to whom the Chinefe give a name conYeying| nearly 
the fame idea as our word demons, 

t This fentence is extra&cdfrom the Lettres ESfianiei^ 
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Thofe, who paffed this fangmnary decree, had n^ 
experience In human afiairsir The Marquis Beccaria 
o^erves very juftly, in his Treatifc on Faults and Pe- 
nalties, that corporal and painful cbaftifements ihould 
never be inflided on fanatics, whrfe crime proceeds 
from pride, and that paffion is gratified by fuffcring$v 
Infamy and ridicule, according to him, are the onJy 
means to be employed with fuch porfpns j but to con- 
fine them is perhaps ftill more effedual. 

Thofe, who pronounced the Chinefe fentence al- 
ready cited, confidered as chimerical the places were 
fouls were fuppofed to be fhut up, either for punifh^ 
meat or recompence. But they do not explain there in 
any ^smner their own opinions, which are neither the 
fubiimeft nor the moft reafonable. Human fouls, ac* 
cording to them, are compofed of two fubftances j 
that by which they feel defcends to the earth at death ; 
but the other is the fource of thought, and inhabits 
the iky or the middle regions of the air. Thofe two 
parts are fuppofed to be fo much affedted by the piety 
and devotion of the facrifices to the dead, that they 
re>unite to partake of the offerings deftined for their 
ufeu The vifible afliftants however take care to have 
the bed portion, like the Laplanders, who devour 
the flefli of the vidims, and afterwards prefent the 
bones to the gods. 

This ftrange fyftem cannot be combined in any 
manner with the doftrine of paradife or hell, whence 
it is impoflible fpr fouls to efcape fb readily at the 
fight of a plate of rice, or flefh-meat, offered by the 
fuperftitious. We therefpre perceive clearly the real 

meaning 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



t90 PHILOSOPHICAL l>t$SERTAtlONS 

meaning of the judgment pronounced agamft tte'tvra 
tniffionaries ; and it is far from proving, as fome have 
liitberto fo obftinately maintained, that the Chinefe 
deny the immortality of the foul. Evin their men 
of letters have frequently taken the greateft pains to 
raife the fpirit of Confuciu?, whofe hiftory is Very 
obfcure, and confidered by many learned men as ho- 
thiiig more than a colkftion of Chinefe fables, to 
which filly miflionaries have added their own, Fafh*€Sr 
Martini relates ferioufly, that one day it ^as t6ld to 
this pretended philofopher, that the hunters had Idfl- 
€d a very uncommon animal, fome what refembKng 
a lamb : on this he began to weep bitterly, e^cl^inr* 
ing in his great grief, that he now forefaw tlie fhoit 
duration of his doftrine. This lamb, as we perceive, 
muft have been a monfter produced in the brain of 
fome miffionary : but even the difciples of Confucius 
are faid to attefl: that the ghoft of a man named 
TcheoU'kongj who was then dead upwards of fix hun- 
dred years, appeared every night to their mafter. 
His mind feems tefides to have been ftrongly infeft- 
cd with numerous fuperftitions corcerning forcery, 
or divination with rods, as we fee by his iftterpreta-^ 
tion of the fable of the T- king, which bears more 
figns of authenticity than any other of his fuppofed 
produftions. 

\l is neceffary here to ftate as clearly as poffible the 
expreffions of Mr. Vifdelou, becaufe they are of the 
titmoft importance, and feem altogether decifive. 

Confucius not only approved of forcery y but fveti 
taught in exprefs^ ierna how to obtain predictions ; ani 

cert(unly 
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certainly ihatprailice ba^ proceeded entirely from his fug- 
^ims in the Commentary on the T^ing. Bejides^ Tfo-- 
kiem-ming^ a dtfciple ofCoJifucim^whofeleJfons he copied in 
bis Commentaries en the Canonical Annals^ has infertedfo 
many examples offorcery that, they are difgujiing. Events 
there correfpond fo exaSlly with predidions, ihat^ if he 
is to be believed^ they were really fo many miracles. All 
the Ghinefe philofophers until this day ufe fuchfpells, by 
means of which they pretend to be capable of prediSling 
evetj thing. Infloort^ they all adhere to the Book of For- 
ime^. 

Mr. Vifdelou, who has farnifhed us with thefe ex* 
plications, was much better verfed in the Chinefe 
language and literature than Father Gaubil, who 
could not tranflate the Chou-King, without the aflift. 
ance of. a Tartan copy. Vifdelou, on the contrary, 
received an imperial certificate, acknowledging him 
to be a very learned man f j and as he could read 
the Chinefe charaSers fluentlyjf his teftimony is here 
very material. 'It was only frotn adopting the com- 
mon cant of other writers, that he gave the name of 
philofophers to the Kterati in China, who, corrupted 
by the doftrine of Confucius, pretend to prophefy 
througli rhabdomancy. The grofs fupetftitrons of 

» Notice of the T-hing. - 

f The imperial certificate, given to Mr. Vifdeloti, wa« a piece 
of fatin containing thefe words : " We acknowledge that this 
ffian, who comes frbfti Europe, is higher in tire knowledge and 
fcience of our Chinefe chsra^^ers than the clouds above our heads, 
and that he is more jirofound in euridition and penetration, than 
the abyflcs over-which we walk.", Tliis filly jargon fignified no- 
thing elfe than that the bearer knew how to read and write the 
Chiuo/e language. 

thofe 
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thofe men betray fo much weaknefe and ignorance^' 
that they cannot be excufed, even in the eyes of thole 
who have carried their prepolTeiSons to the greatefl: 
length in favor of China. Mr. de Guignes^ having 
quoted a paiTage of Eufebius^ concerning the inha- 
bitants of Sericum, adds, that the eulogy given of 
thofe people was exaggeration, in ibe fame manner, 
continues he, that we now bejlowfo many extravagant 
encomiums on the Chinefe. The lofs of* time is not the 
only injury the reader has to fuffer from faiftoiical 
fables, which are the fource of frequent errors, al- 
though fometimes not more confiftent than the 
dreams of thofe who fleep in peace. Nothing how- 
ever can diihearten me in citing fads, and pointing 
out confequences ; becaufe that method alone can 
difpel all the falfe ideas, introduced into Europe con- 
cerning the Chinefe by fo many travellers, from 
M^c Paul down to Father Bouvet. The latter wrote 
a panegyric on the emperor Can-bi in the legendary 
ftyle, and compofed of nearly the fame fluff with th^ 
?iccount given by Martini of Confucius, who repeated 
inceffantly, fays he, tbat a faint would appear in the 
Weft *• If we are to believe fome hiftorians, wht> 
write like children, thofe words produced very won- 
derful confequences, by ferving to introduce the re- 
ligion of India into China. Thofe, however, who 

* Martini, Hift. Sincnfis, lib. iv. ICta^yu is a kind of hiftoiy of. 
Confucius, which even the literati of China coniider as a mere 
romance. Yet we could wi(h to have it tranflated, in order to fee 
how far it fuggefted thofe prodigies, which the miffioharies relate 
concerning Confucius. 

examined 
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esramii^ better the ftate of things, have pae^wcd 
tto ^ new worlbip, more conneded than that of the 
ancient favi^;e$ of Scythia, became indifpenfably ne- 
ctiBxpy in China. At all events thofe miflionaries 
cannot be )uAifie4, who difhonoTj^ their judgmei^ ' 
and pixrfeffion by nutintainingv that ConCudyis pro^ ' 
phefied the coming of the Meiliah, by the table of 
foit«me and Im i^agical rods *• 

By fttppoihig for an inilant, that the words attri» 
btttedto Confudms w^e really his, the true ^eaia- 
Ing could only be traced to the conTcrfation he is faid • ' 
to have held nrfth Lao-kiutn^ who traydled^ it would 
appear, in India and Thibet, where he rauft have 
feen the grand lama. What we call at this day the 
feft of Lao-klum i% nothing but the Jamip worflnp 
fomewhat disfigured, or the fed of the immortals 
pientioned by fevcfjal Greek aiuhors. They tell us, 
thar, in their time, among the Thradaas and Scy-» • 
thians,mojgaftic orders, or religious congregations, 
were fonned by people who never married, a!nd in 
fad differed nothing from the bonzes of Lao-iium, 
generally called Tao-J^^ or the immortals. 

Thus the ptetented faint, believed by Confucius to 
be in the Wef!:, was fome celebrated fakir of India, 
or the grand lama himfelf. It is not probable that 

• Father Coiiplet' tcrtainly intended to denote the Meffia^ in h^ 
book on the Chipcfc^cieiiees, where he makes CQjQfacitrs ufethe 
following words 1 EnpeSandum efi quond vmtat ^liffwdi vhr fummt 
fanRus ; ac tumTdtmtmfj^erarl poftjl/ut sdep iKeeiknt virfui ilh'dmt 
as nmg^ro in MBuwtfrode^^ Sych abfurdkics do ti9t'diefmf %Q >f 
confidercd feriouflyi 

VOL. n. p hjp 
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he fhould have alluded to any of thofe pcrfoxmges 
called in Europe the Scythian j^iiofophers, fiKh as 
Zamoixesj Zeutos^ Abarii^ Dicet^s^ znd TaKprds. 
Anacharfis itim% to have been later, if it be true 
that he was cotemporary with Solon, and even .with 
Confucius, whofe chief maxims arc certainly very 
fimilar to what Stanley, in his colle6i6n, attributes to 
Anacharfis *. The other philbfophers of Scythia arc 
little known ; and we only underftand that they 
taught morality, and the cultivation of fome aliment- 
ary grains which grew wild in their country. Many 
plants of that kind are ftill found in a natural (late 
between the fortieth and fifty-fecond degree of north 
latitude on our ancient continent. The origin of 
agriculture among the Scythians was enveloped in 
various fables ; and thofe who inhabited near the 
Borifthenes contented themfclves with faying, that 
one day a golden plough fell from heaven into their 
country. This fiSion is not difficult to be interpret- 
ed, and it difcovers more ingenuity than the great 
golden chain of the Grecian mythologies. 

According to fome difcovcries, the name of Con- 
fucius^ did not become very celebrated in Chiija un- 
til about twelve hundred years after the reputed tin^^' 
of his birth. It was in thc^ eighth century of our 
era, that the emperor Hiveri'tfon^ gave h^m the name 

^* HJft. Philof. part i. Anacharfis recommcnckd iBodenit!on« 
Jivhich «0iottDted n^rly to the P^ff^^ medium of Coofaclus. The 
fame thing i|asbcen (aid by the men of every country; and be- 
fidep, the maxims generally attribi^d to Anaduirfo^ were perh^ 
^ompofed b J fpmc pther pcrfon. 
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of Kin^df Letters i but he loft that vain and bom- 
baftic title under the dynafty of Ming^. From this 
we might be led to believe that the emperor Hiven* 
tfong was a well-informed and equitable prince. Who 
wiflied to honor merit and encourage virtue. But, 
on the contrary, he embrued his hands in the blood 
of his own children, and difcovered himfelf 10 be 
vile ^nd d^fpi:able in every thing. He was notori* 
oufly addicted to the fuperftition of Taojfe^ and go- 
verned by eunuchs, who filled the empire with rob* 
b^s, and occafioned the moft dreadful excefles. 

It is not improbable that about this time of fana- 
tifm and trouble the religiovs wprfllip of Confucius 
became predominant in fome provinces, while 
in others it was ,eu4rely unknown. At jeaft the 
Ai:?ibs, who theji travelled into China, do not feem 
to have had much information concerning it ; and 
they tetl us pofitively, that thp Chinefe had not 
begun to apply tjiemfelves to th/e fdenc.es, and Hhat 
they were much inferior to the Indians f . This is 
really true, even at the prefent moment, as far as it 
concerns aftronomy ; for the Bran^ns in our days 
have determined with fome e-xaftnefs the time when 
Venus was to pafs the difc of the fun ; which is more 
than any of tjie literati of China were capable of do- 

• .Cpnfu,ciU9 was divefted of this title a^out the year 13S4 ; and 
fome hiftorians believe that he was not called King of Letters f un» 
til he received that name in the year 95 2 , from the emperor Tat' 
t/ou, 

f Ancient Accounts of India and China, publifhed by Re- 
naudot. 

O « . in^. 
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ing. Ndthcr did that country, as the Arabs juftly 
obferred, begin to have fchools ; and about the year 
one thoufand three hundred and eighty*four of our 
era, they were firft built by the emperor Tae/fu^ 
founder of the dynafty oF Ming. That adventurer, 
a man of low birth, who had been cook or fervant 
in a <;onvent of monks, then thief, and afterwards a 
leader of banditti, ended his career by becoming 
one of the greatcft princes ever known in China. 
But the colleges which he ereded foon fell into ruins, 
and the revenues attached to them were likewife dif- 
fipated, as wef learn from a Chinefe author who 
wrote under the prefcnt dynafty of the Mandhui 
Tartars. After having ftated feveral caufes of that 
ihameful decline, he adds, that the ivife regulatiQns of 
the emperor Taejjfu^ for q/iablifloing fchools in the country 
as well as. in the toiwns^ were very much negleSed; and 
Father Trigault affures us, that not one remainc4 
when he vifued China f. 

The novelty of the religious worfhjp.paid to Con* 
fucius is apparent from its ceremonies, as well as the 
form of the facred veffels employed therein, and tjiq 
ornaments of the taberna^cle and altar. All thefe 
things are copied after the ritual of the Indian pagp- 

t ExpecJit. apud Siqas, L'b. i. Nieuhof algemeene ^efchry- 
v'lng van't Ryk Sina. The want of public fchools makes it necef- 
fary to employ private matters ; and the Chinefe author we have 
cited obferves very juflly, that the poor cannot afford the expence. 
Ignorance is therefofe perpetuated in fuch families ; and the rich 
alone arc in poffeflion of thofe places which require a certain 
knowledge of the charadcrs and canonical books, 

das, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ofi THE EGYPTIANS AND CHINESE. 157 

das, and thfe pra^aicfes of the b6nze^ of Fo, except 
perhaps the immolation of animals. The latter feems 
to have been introduced by the men of letters them- 
felves, as well as the childifli cuftom of proving the 
viftims with warm wine. 

It would be ulelefs to examine here whether or not 
ihe Jeftdts in China approved of the f6lemn facrifices? 
offered to Confucius daring the equinoxes ; but they 
certainly condemned them highly in Europe. The' 
reafon they iifligned was their marked affinity with 
the fuperftitions of India, which could hdt be tote- 
rated, feys Father le Comte, without fcandal, an3. 
danger df fubvetfion *. Whence it neceflarily fol- 
fows, that, previous to the eftablWhment of the Indian 
religion in China, th6 worfhip of Confucius was very 
hr from being the fame as now ; and no traces of it 
are found in any age anterior to out era. Some even 
preten(^, thdt the emperor Schi-chuan-di committed 
to the flames all the works 6f this man, who wrote, 
or rather fetched, on pieces of wood filed together oii 
cords. Thofe fhingl^s muft have loaded feveral carts, 
had they cqpitained all the writings now publiflied in 
the name of Confudus. Yet nothing tends to prove 
that he is th'fe author even of the Tchun-tfckou^ or 
Spring and Atttumn^ the (hortell and moft interefting 
of all his fuppofed produaions. It is placed among 
the number of the kirip ; but no perfpn knows with 

• TJbe Jefaits condemned the (blcmn facrifices made tb Confu- 
cius ; and they approved of others lefs folemn. Rcfponfum Ef if- 
copi Berxtenfis ad Cardinal^m Marefcottumi &c. 

03 any 
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any certainty by whom that chronicle was com* 
piled*. 

We have already obferved, with regard to the 
burning of the books by Scbi^cbuan-di^ that the fa£l 
was not only doubted by feme critics, but even the 
motives ailigned for it fecm infuffident^ The bar- 
barian, it is faid, was mortified by the praifes be- 
itowed on monarchs who were dead upwards of one 
thoufand years.' It would be exa&ly the fame thing, 
to repi^efent the king of Spain as envious of the pa- 
n^;yrics invented by fome fools in Caftile for Tubal 
Cain} who having pafled the Straits of Gibraltar on 
his anvily reigned gloriouily over all the countries, 
beyond the Pyrenees ^ and his name is ftill inferted 
as the firft of the Spanifh kings. 

Others pretend^ that Schichuan'di caufed all the 
writings of Confucius to be deftroyed, becaufe he 
thought they favored feudal government, which is the 
word of all, except defpotifm. But perhaps in the 
whole world no works can be foui:id /nore calculated 
for artutrary fway than thofe publiihed in his name. ^ 
They require a blind fubmiflion to the caprices of the 
prince,, without condemning paternal power degene- 
rated into tyranny or political llavery, perfonal fer- 
vitude, polygamy, confinement of women> or the 
cuftom of felling children. Thus, fo far from hav- 
ing any juft notions of morality, he was ignorant of 
all the principles of natural right j or elfe thofe who 

* Some of the Chinelie literati ^o not count this chroaide 
among the canonical books, but merely as little fragments of the 

forged 
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forged his fuppofed tooks, were fuch wretched com- 
pilm, that, as Thomafius obfervcs, it is impoffible 
to read foirie pafiages fcrioufly *. The many com- 
mon-placc max!ims they contaift required no extent 
of genius; for moral fentences of the fame kind 
have been common among all the nations of the an* 
d*t continent, if we exk:ept fome few hordes of 
menj who, little better than favagcs, WnduSed them- 
felves chiefly by inftind. But the inorality of the 
Chinefe is entirely fpeculative, ^nd their difhonefty 
in coThmetce fo ^eat, th^ no -gold or filver money 
csm 1>e truftisd in ihehr hands^ and they adulterate 
ivfenthat of copper. 

When the difputes In Europe concerning the cere- 
monies 6f China, ^ere conduced with that atro- 
cious fuYy iiatfed theological hatred^ which changes 
men into tygers, it was aflerted that the literati in 
China were atheiih in theory, and idolaters in prac- 
tice. Yet the mind of man, with all its extravagan- 
dies, cannot be fuppofed capable of reconcilhig fo 
great a contradiction. The men of letters in China 
<lo not certainly believe the foul of Confuciuis to be 
die Divinity. Thus, their days of falling, their Ja« 
crifices, arid all the ridiculous praftices.they have 
borrowed from the bonnes of jR?, prove evidently 
their fuperftition, but not their idolatry. 

Real philofophers wotild endeavour to honor, the 
memory of Confucius by rendering therafelves more 
\^tuous^. and not by fliedding the blood of vi^ms.; 

t Pcnfcw fur Ics Livrcs nouTcau», a Tan 1689. 
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Th? great Newtop, \vho could not endure to fee tfare 
death of a chicken or a lamb. Would kave been tery 
far from af&fting at diehr lacrifices in fpring and au- 
lunm. Superftition charafleiifes equally the kfs fo« 
leniA eeremoniesy vrbkli take place nearly twice i^ 
^ch lunafy month, an4 killdad of hav^ any €oa«> 
nqdon wit^ pbilofc^hy, tb«y afe dedicated to the 
prediAtoB of fotere events., 

tf tbef fcnch iiaiioii> reiblVmg to ttftftoct uk, a 
very ejrtrtordinary maoMf <lie memory of XMcarJet^ 
ihonld intfoduoe the monkifli practices of ^ Mimmft , 
and Carmelitef » they would ^a longer be r^gantod 
a$ wife men, but as filly people, w^rtky t^ tbegredfeeft 
S0xitempjt. Tet the literati of China hx$% Bedoid>t^ 
^y.cepied their ceremonies feoBi thofe of the monks^ 
and like tibem they fail in prqparii^ for thdr feeri- 
fices. Mr. Ja^kfcm, aft^ exanunisg why the Chinde 
have oo myfteries or initiations, like the Egyptians^ 
preeks, and Ronians, cond^ides that nothing of the 
llpnd was neceflary with them, becaufe they never 
Reified men *• He imagined that nothing more was 
rf?ea)ed oo> thofe pccafions, than that the goda of 
paganifm had been mortals : but that fDq>pofitioii 
})mg felfe, the realbn alleged by him yaniihes ; and 
if Gapd>le of provii^ any thing, ii would be endly 
the contrary of ^at be intended. 
' ^y.Jre^dii^ attentively the Ftotheon of Mr. jfa* 
kUmM^ wbofe refeaiches Iwve been carried as £nr as. 
^90ib9?, it wiU be feen tliM;«<he £gyptiafts aeyer ten* 

^ CbrttBi^hfirrfAntl^ultiMy ft the auttde jChioa* . 

dered 
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dered to any tnan, living or dead, Atch fufpicious 
honors as the €h!nefe did to Confucius* Hence it 
follows, that in China myftcuies were more nece0arjt 
than in any other plad?, to preferve the human mind 
from the abyfs into ix^hich it might be drawn by the 
appearances of pabiic worihip. If we are to believe 
the fntffiomn^ies, fuch abufes have in reality been car- 
ried to the greeted length; and.we know the famous 
decras publiibed by Cardinal de Tournon at Nankin*. 
Bttf here ^e are not to reafon after the ideas either 
of mUllonaries or cardmats ^ and it is fuiScient to 
obferve, that, if not the flighted trace of initia* 
tk>t^ has ever been known among the Ghinefe, it is 
aft additional proof thaf they never had any commu- 
nication with the Egyptians, who, according to "War- 
button himfelf, were the inventors of thofe ceremo-- 
nies, ^ 

j^^oogfa R or JBudha has preached, as is wtH 
known, a double dodrine, we do not find that the 
bonnes of China ever took advantage of it to eftablifii 
myfteries. They follow almoft generally, at this day, 
the exterior or fym^bolical worfhip^ and it is only 
among the fakirs of India, that fome fedators are 
found of the internal dodrine, in wfrlich certain ig- 
norant travelfers wd miffionarii^ fancied they faW 
all the prihdples of Spinoiii. But no fyfteth was 

• The third article of tliit deerte eotidflnot as tletcfti^ td9* 
htry the woWhip paid >^ the UteMi tp Ceafuctus. Bti^ imt 
the Chinefe to plrofHOutiCtf ientirdf km ^ppeii^cef on ^h^pm^ 
in Italy, l%tiB,«nd P«rttt|^» they ifmOA ^bably thtak of iSkf^ 
ii^ a dii»friitar«fo t«t)» Ittdft eft^«l^^ir«f iTaiftS^ 

ever 
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ever more contrary to atheifm than that of Budba t 
and were this fad not univerfally admitted at the 
prefent day, we might be tempted to demonftrate it 
moft evidently. That Indian vrho corrupted the an- 
cient dogmas of his country, w^ an auftere fanatic % 
he oyerftrained every things and rendered virtue ri- 
diculous* It was not only neceflary, according ta 
him, to deftroy the paifions, but even the fenfes y 
and he ordered his difciples to confine their thoughts 
folely to the IMvinity, keeping their bodies in con- 
tinual repofe, and their minds in conflrant medita-^ 
tion» 

The vain pretact of attaining ^ ftate of iranquii- 
lity, entirely opposite to the natureof man, and even 
of beads, filled China at length with a multitude of 
monks. The greateft impoftors, and mod cunhing 
of thefe intriguers, obtained fixed ^abli&ments in 
tlie befl provinces, while the others wandered about 
begging or robbing the people. The abufe became 
fo general, that complaints were carried to the throne 
of the emperor, who was a prince born with the 
loweft fentiments, and whofe weaknels approached 
to idiotifm. ; Inftead of relieving his fubje^ by de- 
ftr9ying the difoyder in the bud, he declared himfelf 
publicly .in favor of the bonzes zpA bonzeffes of fJ?, 
who ever fmce the begimu^g ^f the fourth century, 
fuppofed tHemfelves capable of contending with the 
adherents of Xi^-^wk /!^^ rivaUhip waa 

t|e fpurce of many crime^,;Qr\yhich only the fmallefi 
p^, are, known iaEurope: bpthp^tiesiadrecowfe 
to intr^ues, .iavc&best jmd:»Jibei8a. /Uit mpiJcs (tf« 
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to are faid to have caufed more than five ihoufand 
voli^mcs to be written in their name, either to juftify 
their rules aiul dodtine^ pr in defending themfelves 
againft calmnuie$> and abulmg others. They always 
reprefented to the government, that as the empire 
had no priefts,^ the people cpuld not difpenfe with 
monks j and they hehl forth that hofpitality was com 
fined to their, pagodas, when that virtue became more 
neceflary from the wret<:hed ftate of the inns^ 
Travellers, they alleged, could gain admittance at 
every hour into their monafteries ; and even ambaf- 
fkdors had frequently lodged there ; becaufe cong" 
qttan^ or public houfes, were not erefted in all the 
tawm, or had fallen, as frequently happens, into 
ruin. 

The inns iit indeed beyond comparifon more 
paltry in China than even in Spain and Portugal * ; 
i>ut the bonz^ ha^ no right to remedy one great 
abufe by another, ftill more enormous. The Jefuits 
pretend, that no perfon can pafs a night with .fa&ty 
in the bonzeries j and yet we find by their own ac- 
coimts, that they frequently lodged there, without 
our ever having heard the number of thofe who were 
robbed cp^aflaiE^Ued. 

♦ Somt tf ih^inns t^ptar letter fittmflsed 4han othurs ; lunhej are 
all exceedmjfy ^tetcbed^ They cqm^ sf four ewthm^'^eotdlj nrntbout 
plqfier^ nvhicb fufiean a roof where the raftetis are vifible, ^fUr all^. 
U is fortunate if this covering be weather-proof* The chambers are 
Jhmetimes ftdl of botes ; and defiitute of even a common pavement. Dii 
Halde*« Dcfcnption of China* Such are the beft hotels 5n' 
Chinar: thcr tithers, in the centre of the provincer, are too tai 
U>3dmiiof any compacifpn* 

The 
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The poffeffions^ asixrell as the credit of the monks of 
Toy were confiderably augmented by an edi& of the cm** 
peror Ven-tiy who declared hhnfelf their protedor ; 4>ut 
ftill more by the culpable conduft of the emperor 
KaO'ifou. Having efcaped from his palace^ he was 
foon after found in an berinitiige, oi' bonzery of the 
fecond rank, where he btgan by (having his head, 
and ended by embracing all the rules of Fq. This 
filly prince wiis afterwards brought back to court} 
but his folly remained incurable. * 

As the northern parts of China were then governed 
by particular princes, the moidcs found more diffi- 
culty in fiiring thecbrfelite there than in the foiith,' 
where the fertility of the foil bemg greater, and |ihyfi. 
cal wants fewer, the people could give way to tfidr 
more edited entfaufiafm, in providing them with 
food and doting. All at once the refoludon was 
taken throughoxrt the northern provinces of deftroy- 
ing the whole of their convents^ fome of which, like 
that called Tong-chen^ or perpetual peace, coiitainlcd 
upwards of a thoufand peffons. In Ihort, aH the 
bon^eriies there were reduced to aflies about the year 
five htndred and fifty-fevcn of our era j but no taea- 
fures were taken to prevent them' from being rdbuilt; 
and they* re-appeared foon after. 

This ttdrm ill the north had not fubfided mtoris 
than lixty-nine years, when another arofe in the 
very court of the emperor Tao-ti^ who, owing to the 
vtrretched ftate of population, could no longer re* 
emit his armies. The bonzes of Lao^ium^ who di- 
refted that prince, confidered the moment ste very 

favorable 
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favorable for ruining the mon^s of Fo ; and they 
advifed Tao it to carry off from the convents one 
hundred thoufand men, and force them to marry in. 
defpitc of their vow of chaftity. That advice pro- 
duced, an edia on the twenty-fixth of May, iv^ .the 
year fix hundred and t5venty-fixy which reduced al- 
xnoft to nothing the number of pagodas and mo-, 
naileries, czWtA fon in China« But as the impofi- 
lions of the monks of Lag-hium had didated that 
edid, the intrigues of the monks of Fo occafioned 
Its repeal forty-two days afterwards, to the A^ame of 
the prince and.Iup minifters. 

The weak emperor Tao-ii was replaced on the.. 
throne by TaUtfmg^ who, for from dip^inifliing the 
number of bonzes and bonzefles, received into his. 
ftates certain devout flrangers, Aippofed by fome to^ 
have been Neftoria^s. Their eftablifhn^ent in the 
province of Chen-ft cjiufed fpr a time the hatred and 
jealouiies of the monaftic orders in China to ceafe ; 
and they united to exterminate thefe pretended Nef- ' 
tprians. Their pagodas were levelled to the ground, 
and their adherents cruelly perfecuted until the 
reign of the en(iperor Hiven ifo^g^ who finding him- 
felf attacked in the centre of his dominions by robbers, 
and on the frontiers by the Tartars, not only pro- 
tected the different fefts, but even , favored the fol- 
lowers of Confucius. 

The conduft gf the Chinefe hitherto difcovers 
neither rule nor plan for delivering themfelves from 
the bonzes, who, inftead of being reformed, were 
attacked fuddenly like enemies, and afterwards re- 
ceived -into favor. Much of their property was 

taken 
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taken away at certain times, and more reftored to 
them at others. In this manner they fluftuated be^ 
tween extremes with an inconftancy only equalled^ 
perhaps, by the fafts we are about to relate. 

As the police was then exceedingly negle£led, a 
hew order of Sengj or ftrange monks, found means 
to introduce themfelves into the etnpire. They are 
taken by fome for Lamas, and by others for M ani* 
cheans, who had formed themfelves into a congre- 
gation • ; but, at all events, they were included in 
the profcription of the emperor Wou-ifong. When 
we know that he had placed his confidence in the 
monks of Laokium^ it can ho longer appear furprifing, 
that thofe avaricious fanatics fhould have taken ad« 
vantage of that iiiftanr of favor, to crufh their rivals, 
dnd exterminate them altogether. 

Tchao'kouey^ who was prelate, or chief, of the order 
of LaO'kium^ promifed to procure the drink of im- 
mortality for the emperor, if he would iffiie an edift 
againft the monks of Foj or Cbe-iia. The prince 
took the potion, and figned the decree, on the feventh 
of Auguft, in the year eight hundred and forty- five 
of our era. This occafioned the deftrudion of four 
thoufand fix hundred principal monafteries, which 
contained two hundred and eighty thoufand monks 
and nuns, whom the magiftrates reftored to the 
ftate, and fubjefted to the polUtax, from which they 
had with4rawii themfelves fraudulently, at the ex- 
pence of the people. The number of monafteries of 

* Fs^tHer Pons fays, that India contains hermits, or monks, called 
Mount ; and it appears that this wgrd has been confounded with 
jl/tfW, which is fometimcsufcd in Aila to denote the Manicheans. 

the 
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^ the ieccmd rank,condemned to the fame £site,amouBted 
to forty thoufand, pofleifing one hundred and fifty 
thoufand flaves, and about one million iching of free- 
hold lands. ' All thefe were confifcated by the em- 
peroTy and added to his domain, without examining 
how they had been acquired ; for he concluded every 
thing found there muft be ufurped property ♦• 

The order of Fo became fo completely annihi- 

lated, that the fe^taiies of Lao-kium publiflied their 

triumph in canticles of joy to Heaven for fuch 

remarkable favor. But the intriguers of the court, 

the women, and the eunuchs, prevailed in having the 

cdiGt modified feven or eight days after it had been 

iflued. The emperor allowed four or five hundred 

monks of F$ to remain in his dominions ; but all the 

reft were dragged ignominioufly from their convents. 

Not a ruin of all thofe buildings was allowed to re* 

main, and the clocks were converted into money, 

which was as fcarce as mifery was common. China 

then prefented only the fhadow of an empire, and it 

deferved the title of the land of abu/es. This re- 

fortn, fo very deiirablej continued to be executed 

with fuccefs, ^hen the emperor Wou-t/ong^ under 

whom it had commenced, expired, moft probably by 

the drink of immortality he had the weaknefs to 

fwallow. Suen^/ongj who fucceeded to the throne, 

had ideas very different from thofe of his prede- 

ceflbr ; and he proteded the monks of Fo againft 

« If the number of monafterie» tbcn exifting in China be exagge- 
rated; it does not proceed from the tranflators. The Chincfe text . 
feyj four onan of^w, which makes forty thoufand convents of 
thf fecond order. 

thofe 
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thofe of Lao^hhm. Thus that ord^r, which feemai 
to have been deftroyed, rofe agsun fuddcnly, and be* 
capse more infolent and pernicious to the flate than 
ever. The prelate Tchao-huey^ the author of the 
revolution, was hung or ftrangled without any for- 
mality; and the emperor coQdemned nine or ten 
more of tl^ foiiowers of l^M^ium to a fimilar 
dcftiny. 

Thu$, in four hundred and forty^eyeiii only two 
years after the refolution had been taken of relieving 
the people by difcharging a multitude of drones, an 
imperial edid was liTued for rebuilding all the con- 
vents and pagodas deftroyed in the preceding reign* 
The emperor then enjoined the tribunals to allow ail 
thofe. of both fexes, w^io pref^^Ued themfelves for 
that purpofe, to embrace the order of fjp» or Cbe^ 
ha. Such has been the ftrange, whimfiqa)» and in- 
conceivable conduct of the government of Clxina^ 
That country is now afHi£led more than ever with 
the greateft of all plagues ; and no hopd retnains of 
ai?y fortunate change, unlefs the men of letters apply 
themfelves to true fcietice with more ardor and fuc- 
cefs. In faiH:, it is only by fpreading t^ie light of 
philofopby, that the darknefs of fuperdition can,be 
difpelled \ and all atteiijpts to deftroy the bonzes, 
while ignorance prevails, are contradictory. Thofe 
men, who, having efcaped amidft fo many tempeds, 
furyive as it were even deftruclion, would dijEappear 
gradually at the dawn of fcience. This is fo true, 
that when a prince of Japan founded fchools, and 
invited the learned into his dominions, the monks 

were 
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^here ibey begin , txx *# vy?> r l?Qfi j^ufe, the pe9ple be- 
came enUglwctttedi T^'the milifutiqn pf {npnkiOn 
In J^pan is wuch f j^nore, ^^fonable tbgn tbat pf t^e 
.hQnzps, m Gbiwa y for ^e bUnd ojaIy,ju-e adpuffible^ 
the ordei^ jpf fk^Z/paod ,we h-ave.alr.efady. qbfervfd 
. tKat ccciiy isVicyy commen, there .|iSr\YQU^a8.amQ^g 
<he Chii^,v"who fi^flfer theic blind, to. bsg, t(?ll for* 
iuiK?s, tor live by proftitution* 

The Taftar.fitnperprs riodee<l , haye ,i)pt c^afed^ 

^ jdnryoig^mol^e thant a century >.t(>eQ€Qui:^g^.l;be/Qi6lic;esi 

ttnit thdrj^pTpgrefs has •hither.to been imperceptibje, 

. if' tbct Cbinefe. »could , diyeft thenptfelves ^oi that jaa- 

Jtional yanky^r to whiph they have no -title, they wpuld 

.adopt'without? hcfttating the. writing, and Jangua,gcK)f 

.*he Mandhuis. This^ mull be lefs diffiicuk, as. nwny 

of ttbe literati know it already j and all TaiJ^rs^.iwile 

f or -female, who intermarry .with tlie. Chinefe,.^j|re 

T^bliged by. a figorous kw, to ,teach It <o. their 

; childj^n*. rThat language, is infinitely, Juperior^o 

. rthe (3bin^ ja^gopj in .which :nptbiag pan; be written 

vwhh IM-cscifion t on . true Jeience j . be^aufe it ^ .cqn- 

t.tgins* ^i^her decknfiQns, .ccmjugatjioj:^^ . 41,01- ,CQn« 

jai)<aions for running tie 'fe^teucjes* Tbofo wbo-^P* . 

-taftcr xQiildjcyci: W.^apu4.ta writie i^rfiBf if^lsw 
. th« Chincfe* 'Adwtuftg.tiis ti b«,truc;,it U aa n4dillon4lTjp^tt 
why «J>c>%ihould.adppt the.Tanarlarlguage, ^vhicK^ean^ be y^it* 
ten by our letters. The pronunciation of tbc R is not an iiffin- 
ciblc obftacle,'if tbc'Cyncfc womW makeHbe attempt. -But^he 
changes made in our days, by Kief^-Jongy in the Tartar Charadcrs> 
are not merely nfeldk ; /tjie^^re peE^kiOM. 

vot. n. ? ply 
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' ply to {ludy, would certainly make more progrefif irl 
oneyear^ by meatns of the Tartar idiom, than cotfld 

* be cffedl^d In fifteen by thstt of the Chinefe, joined 
to their characters. The whole of youth: is coti- 
fumed, and the memory enervated, fn acqmring fome 
knowledge erf the lettefs or figns alon^. Thus the 
literati, who fijtve learned as far as tenf thoufand cha- 

' 1-acters, appear filly and flopid after the prime of 
life, and they are continually teazing the miflionarfes 

* of Europe for fome noftrum to fortify the memory. 
" But the bed remedy they can ufe is, to abandon their 

manner of writmg, and adopt that of the Tartars. 
Coniihg fuppofes that the hierogU-phics prevented 

' the^progrefs of the Egyptians rn the fciences * ; but 
he reafoned without anderftandmg his fubjeft. Ir is 
not neceffary to go fffrther back than the days of 

*^ Mbfes, to prove thatr the Egyptians certainly made 
tife of alphabetical charafters in the fame manner 

'that/ they are employed by us at the prefent day, 

' The hieroglyphics were refervcd for particular mat- 
ters, and their rrumbet muft, have been very con- 

* fitted, becaufi^ we fee the fime figures in almoft all 
the nfonuments. Thus it was very inrproper to com- 
pare the Egyptians:, wKo had ^n alphabet, to the 
Chinef^, who neither ufed any thing of the kind, nor 
ever heard of the twenty-two letters, fuch .as they 
have appeared on* the bandages^ of the mummies. 
Mr. de Guignes could not have known thofe cha- 
raftiers j and we muft, therefore, confider what he 

•• -Medic. Heim. cap. xv# 
i»» . . *i .'. - has 
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has written on that fubjefl: as a mere exercife of the 
imagination. It is in faft as little founded as th* 
voyage of thd Chiiiiefe, ^ho afe mlde by him to af- 
rive in America' through Kamfchatka, as Bcrgerac 
iRreiit to the moon by the 'vVay €>f C^ebec. 

After this digreflibil, it is proper to examine what 
the bonzes of China have advanced in favor of their 
being ufefultb the ftate. Their hofpitality, in iht 
firft place, is thd efFeft 5f an abiife which might 
eafily be remedied by improving the police, and 
eroding inns for the accommodation of travellers of 
every rank and Condition. The cong-quan^ or public- 
houfesjfell intb fiiiri, It is faid, on the irtvafidn of the 
Tartars. But we have little reafoh to think, that 
thofe conquerors would have amufed thcmfclves with 
throwing dowtt or plunderthg buildings almoft en- 
tirely deflitute of furniture. iTiey Were befides of 
tio utility to cdmmort travellers, becaufe, m order to 
j5rocure lodging there, it was neceflary to be provided 
with an order from the court. Concerning the want 
of priefts, or facrificers, who cannot be difpenfed 
with in the Indian religion, which has been embracdd 
by all the people of Chirra, that indeed is a great in- 
convenience. If the emperor, however, would only 
allot one fourth part of the lands poffeffed by the 
bonzeries for the maintenance df facrificefSj the 
purpofe Would be much better anfwered, imd thofe 
men might be employed in the public fchools, if arty 
ftould be afterwatds ereflefd. Never was it known 
that the bonzes inftrufted youth in any of the pro- 
"vinces of. the empire ; and their ignorance is fuchy 
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Ibat they are really incapable oif the tafk. Thus, Hi 
whatever light thofe men are confidered, . they arc un* 
worthy of the lead indulgence. 

With regard to the monks of Lap-kium^ their pre- 
teafions are faid to be founded on fome right, claimed 
'by theoH of aOifting as muficians at the great fecri» 
£ces offered ateach equinox and folilice by the env* 
fUsror, or the perfon deputed by him, in cafe -of fick- 
5iefs, minority, or abfence. 

Admitting this to be true, the monks of Lao^ciunt' 
have at lead fome connexion with the ancient religion 
of China. Yet the fervices they render, by producing^ 
it deteftable muiic during the facrifices, could never 
compenfate ferr tht evils they create by deceiving pool? 
wretches, and even by poifoning them with the drink 
of itjiVncirtaUty. By pretending^to have the fecret of 
:})reparing this potion, they attrafl as much veneration 
-as by their legends concerning Lao-kitMi^ who de- 
fended, as they allege, from the royal family of 
^"Tcbipu. Thus, according to their genealogy^ the 
impetial family of TaHg mull have iffued from Lw- 
kium* Yet, in our ojAiion, he was an obfcureman; 
and hiftorians do not agree even on the precife time 
in which he lived *. The greater part make him, 
,^ith much apparent-probability, cotemporary with 
Confucius ; and the prelates of his order affirm that, 
lince his death, their regular fucceffion has never once 
been interrupted. They therefore efteera themfelvee 

«f Some Vftorians prtftcml, that Xso- Z/i/m' lived 'ffill at *c 
extinftloiiV the dynafty of Tchau, abbut 249! Jcars before ©ur 

* * » as 
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as more noble than thofe leputed as belonging to th« 
family of Confucius, who did not become iHuftriou* 
until a much later peripd. It appears to me, that 
this pretended femily of Confucius is iikcwife forae 
kind of monaftic order or rerigiou^ congregation; 
and this might have been known by- making re- 
parches at Cbh-fiu^ in the province of ehan-teng. 
That ll)ot, f6 interefting, has been entirely negleaed j 
at leaft we do not find any fatisfeaspry information 
concerijing it. Nb judicious perlbn wlH readily be- 
Keve, that one family could have inhabited the fame 
burgh, during more than two thouftnd years, amidft 
|ll the dreadl\il revolutions produced in China by 
civil wars, foreign invafions, irregular ftocks of deft 
potifih, famine, revolts, and combinations of rob- 
bers. The latter alone, in a certain length of time, 
pillaged alraoft the whole country; and perhaps not 
one town efcaped being taken by thofe ruffians, who 
fometinjes wer-e known to fhed more blood than fo- 
reign enemies. When Captoii fell into their^ hands, 
they flaughtered upwards of one hundred thoufand 
perfons; and their cruelties at Pe-kin hav? been a!- 
ready menflo.ned, It is therefore fcarcely credible 
that the family of CQnfuci.us couU have remained 
conflantly until now in the ftnall towh qf' Klm-fou 
unlefs we con0det it gs' a monaftic order. In that 
cafe, the faa changes emirely its nature, and does 
not require the fuppofition of any regular filial fuc- . 
ceffion. f his opinion feems to be confirmed by the 
title of 3a/«/ given by the Chiaefe to Confucius; and 
the r^h^ious worfhip they render to him, conveys 

^ 3 Weaji 
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ideas very different from thofe attached by us to tha 
word Pbihfopherj which has nothing fynonimous ii^ 
their language. It is faid, likewife,, that he intro- 
duced feveral change* in religion, and aboliflied the 
cuftom of placing finall ftatues in the tombs } bjut he 
would have afted more wifely by preventing hi? 
countrymen from filling the mouths of the dead with, 
pearls, and burying them in a ruinous manner. 

As the great facrifice§ pf the Chinefe have long been 
fixed to the equinoxes and folflicesythat circumftance i^ 
frequently cited as a proqf of their pjogrefs in aftro- 
nomy ever fmce the maft diftant ages. To this i§ 
added the firft chapter of the canonical book, called 
ChoU'King^ where, 2^s Father Gaubjl informs us, Tao 
is faid to have.ki^own with precifion the duration of 
the folar year, ?md the moft exad method of interca- 
lation Inftead, however, of employing that form 
of almanac, he forbade it among the people, and in? 
ftituted the lunar year. But the fa£t is, that the firft 
chapter of the Chou-Kwg is a compofition of a much 
later date, and cannot be admitted as proving any 
thing in favour of Tao. The canonical books of the 
Chinefe are too imperfeA and confufed to admit of 
piuch faith ; and the Chou-King^ faid to have been 
compiled t^y Confucius, wlio lived feventeen hundred 
years after Tao^ is .^t beft only a fragment, where 
forty-one chapters are wanting. Independently of all 
thefe confiderations, it is impoflible that the Chinefe, 
while they remained, by their own confeffion, in^ 
ftate of barbarifm, could have been belter acquaintc^^ 
^ith aftronomy than at this day, when they are 

obliged 
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obliged to employ Germans at Pe-kin to compofc the 
almanacs of the empire. Can it be fuppofed, that|». 
if any among themfelves were capable of performing ^ 
fttch calculations, they would invite ftrangers from a . 
country three thoufand leagues diftant, to prevent a 
total confufion ? It would be exactly a fimilar cafe, 
if the Academy of Sciences at Paris applied to. the Ta- 
laquoins of Japan to foretel ecKpfes in Frjiixce. 

The Chinefe year, we fliould obferve, was always 
Iqnary, and never pimpienced towards the riling of, 
^irius. Thiis tjiey differed as much from the Egyp- 
tians in th^ir Qalendars, as In their religious in/titui- 
kons. If they were alike addided io judicial aftro^ 
logy, their #rror is .cox^mon .to all jthe nations of 
Afiaa^ Africa, wAiete the amcient worihip of itar& and 
planets neceffarily produced that fpedesof fuperftitipn. 
When the Ar^bs becainip mafter^ of ,the tribuosd of 
inathematics, tbey took ,care apt tp rilk thei;' liTQad 
by abolifhing (nch pradlices ; and f!ath^r HaUerfteiij 
liimfelf ^s now under the neccffity of inferting various 
predidions in the Tang-fiOj or almanac, compiled by 
hjm, as chief of the aftronom^rs. Tb?^ body is prin- 
cipally compound of Eurppea.ns^ an,d^ wi^bout jheif 
pi J, no ban-Unox college gf Pe-kij^ cou]d be compared 
to the prefejit G^'mfi/i-el-ajh/irj or . the academy of 
Cairo. Yet the arts and faiences in modern E^yp.t 
Jhave not preferyefl thp il^dow of .. their former 
fplendon 

The diforders prevadent in the Chincfe ^calculations 
^t the conqueft of the Mogul Tartars, prove fufli^ 
fifjitly that, long previpus to that epoch, the grand 

F 4 facri- 
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fikfififcci cdtfldiifet'bc pferferttied etifi^it* tKfef t^W^^ 
ial^aei at' the ct^iiiAoxfes-'and" folffie^. Ndthfet of^ 
tikift perfoas ^ere'indFdltetf iif thfeJr cil^ar, \>Kfehf ' 
\fei' hdiJ^in firih cbnttriip*' thfbtighout Afia^ thH' 
the* p^dj^le'inhabiting^b^Wdeii BW^ aftd thfe p*6-- 
niiicif orf ' Tntrt^nin' rdKife4 id ' adopit wliftl ihfcy^ juftlyj' 
tetrndJ-a-b Wdle <jf -crrdrsv Wheit iMt ArkBiatt aftto:; ^ 
Homers, bf ordei"' of Ktmblai Kan; had reftifieyd thefir 
ttdtfdetS, th$ ^ride of' thtf CWriefe becarne inflipport^ 
jfble, and tltey ordered the Indians foreceive'thrfr* 
cfsdenda'rs, dr prepard f6t war, Ai nfo attehtion was- 
Ipaid to this triaace, a Ghiiicfcr army of twenty thouw 
iSifd'm^n mirchtd agailift the prfeiehdfed rebels j biiif 
ft reeef^d' (uch a total defeati that ftartely a fmgte 
^dfdh rfcaj)ed'; arid, ever fince, the projed has beeil 
Sliaridbned'entlrdy. 'fhe intention -i^asrtally tb efta-i 
Ibilifh a coiiimertd with thbfe books, althbpgh each of 
thetti'lbTd for no niorie thaii eight kandarim. TKie 
ChinfeK' traffic with every thing, and, when uneitf- 
^ti^ffi *at mamidr, t^ity'^^i Kk^j tfa<? Jew*, ont of 
<Heii^ 6teiitentt* 

iSn^e flie fecdnd coit^bn of the Chindfe year^ 
'Mitfr took" place imder the T^artar cmperoris of thd 
paisffif rfy%mfty, the- teleihri fiwrrifides arfe pcrfbi-me^ 
J^iJflF&jffly at ekcTi eqninbx atid fiHftice with ^dat 
j^lrttie y ' and th^ dumber of muficians eftiployed there 
firtiy afeSnnf to abotrt five or fix hundred. Yet thefe 
concerts, wher^ the found of the drum always^ preda- 
ifchfatcS, can give ho idea 6f the aiiclem riiuflc of the 
^hmtfey which. A* thlfey fay, is entirely Idft". A6t 
C6ttfi%tb tRete, every thiA| Bas degenerated ; an4 

they 
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tH^ w^e much grnter artlfts in a ft^te of barl^T^ifmy 
under the Kan i^r/^i, than ever afterw2yrd$ in civil 
life. S\idti ridiculous opinions do not defer ve to l)e. 
reftited. Thdr anci«rt inftrum^ts of mufic, of 
\^i€lx we find the different fbcjEXisin the C/^u-King^ 
wero^ l^yondcompaarifon.inorp imp^rfe^ than thofe, 
they employ at thi^ day,.a6 every perfon mull perceive 
on infpeding the figures. 

Whenqyer the noifeof the mufic is heaxd; the viq- . 
tims are butc)iered, and offered with much incenfe to 
the genius of th^ Qcy, No lefe folemnity is. obferved 
inlkcrificing to the genius of the eaitb, whofe. temple-. 
is* canftrufted in a different manner. All thefe geuiii, 
according to the literati, are emanations, of Ta'hkii ox 
the Great Height J and in this we obJGsrve nothing* 
ino?e tifen a rude deifm. Men plunged fo deeply ^s. 
they ate in an ignorance of nature cannot poffibly at- 
tain mbre fublime ideas, without theaid of philofophy* 
and true fcience, which would foon deftroy the doc- 
frifte of fpirits or manitous. On> the four fides of th^ 
altar are feen great (tones,' repi-efenting the genii of 
th€ mountains, woodr metal, air, and fire. It h 
cMefly in Iwrnor of the latter, fays Mr. Ofbeck, that 
ih© Chitiefe obferve. the feaft qf lanterns, tb^it their 
i<[>wns« §0 very combuftible in their nature, may bd 
-prefervM from the flames *• 

Nothing can be more ridiculous than the idea, that 
#is illumination had fome connexibm with, the feaft 
gf lamps celebrate at Athens, and Sals,, in honox: of 
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Minerva. The Chlnefe never even heard of that" 
deity ; -and this is fo certain; that no pfcrfon of real 
learning would attempt to maintain the contrary. If 
the mod knowing' among the literati at Pe-kifi were to 
fee a figure of Minerva, with the fymbois of the lamp 
and the fphinx, wWch the Greeks placed on her hel* - 
jnet, or with the fcarabee, according to the ideas of 
the Egyptians, they wo^uld underftand as little of that 
allegorical ftatue as of the hieroglyphics, or the 
£)beliflvS, 

It might have happened that the Chincfe celebrated, 
the feaft of lanterns in February, on the fame day 
allotted by the Catholics of Europe for the felift of 
luminaries jj and, in that cafe, it would be ridiculous*, 
to infer, that one of thofe ufages bad be^n cppi^d fronx 
the other. The mofl: ftriking refemblances are fre-. 
quently deceitful; and we have an inftance of this in 
the error of Bochard with regard to the fox-races in 
the circus at Rome. As fae brands were tied to the- 
tails of thofe animahj he imagined that the Romans, 
intended in that manner to perpetuate the remem^ 
brance of an event fo tneraorabb as that of the burn-. ■ 
ing of fome corn-fields on the confines of Paleftine^ 
contrary to the law of nations. B\^t, in truth, the 
Romans were very indiiicrent about what paflfed in 
Paleftine ;- and the fox-race was much indebtf^d tq 
the imaginaiion of Ovid. - . 

Nothing is more fabulous tli-jn what Father le 

Comte, in his Memoirs on China, relates concerning 

^ the Crlgin of the feaft of lanterns. He pretends that 

the emperor KlCp having complained of tli^ fl:of tnefs^ 

* - • 9i 
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of human life, was advifed to light up his palace **, 
fuch a manner that night cculd not be diftinguifhed 
from day. This infipid ftory, as we obferved before^ 
mud have been extracted from another in Herodotus,^ ' 
«^e!ative to a king of Egypt, who having uiidertlood', 
from the oracle of Buta in the Delta, that he had 
only fix years to live, caufed likewife his court to be 
illuminated, that he might enjoy the more light ; as 
if a mzin, who had only fix years to live, could on 
that account difpenfe with fleep. But Herodotus, 
without examining matters fo clofely, contented him- 
felf with noting down all the abfurdities he could col- 
led from the interpreters of Egypt. 

Father Parrenin took care to write from Pe-kin to' 
Mr. Mairan, that this origin of the feaft of lanterns 
-jvas a mere fable, publifhed in Europe by Father le 
Comte, who had, as we fee, profited greatly by read- 
ing Herodotus ; and if the thing defervcd the trouble, 
we could demonftrate here, that the Jefuits have in- 
ferted fads extrafted from the Bible in the Hiftory of 
China. When the Chinefe authors are confulted on 
the pretended adventure of the prince or emperor 
Kicj we find nothing but childifli and difgufting pro- 
digies. They aflure us, that during his reign a ftar 
fell from heaven ; that the fyftem or courfe of the 
planets was evidently deranged ; the mountains fell . 
down, and three funs appeared at once towards the 
cafl:. Yet no perfon could fee at the court of the 
prince, becaufe he had rendered all his apartments 
inacceflible to the rays of light. It is almofl fuperflu- 
pus to add, that hiilor}', written in this manner, does 
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" ^ ^ rcucC. AJltJi^t the Cbiaefe know^ 
r^^ly^ concerning the emperor Kie^ conlprehendi. 
very Utile indeec! ; but with, them procji^ie^ are fre- 
quently fubftituted for hKlorical fa£is. They incef- 
fantly praife Confucius for having fpok^a of the fill 
of liars, the. rolling, down of nwuj:^. tains, the fpng oT 
the matchlefs bird> the.app^iiion of the unicorn^ anct 
jhe metamorphofis.of infeds, which th^y long consi- 
dered as miracjulous. 

Thus, as we, have feen, no coniie.xion whatever 
fubfifts between the f<iaft celebrated in honor of Mi- 
n^iva, and the great illumiiiation of China, whe^e alt 
the fymbolical divinities, of Egypt are vinHnown. It 
is not nectflary to.confider here the diSergnce of the 
terras Tien or C^an^^ti^ ufqd.by iKe Chinefe to denote 
the genius of the iky, and the £e;ypti^n words P/jiba 
and Cnupby in which EuHeblus perceives the Creator 
of the univerfe. The Jefuits acknowledge unani- 
moufly, that the Chinefe form^no fuch id^as of their 
genii I and Mr. Leibnitz conforms to that opinion *. 

Confucius, it is faid, w^s alked to explain his fen- 
timents of the Divinity ;, but having excufed himfelf 
for the time, .he w^nt home, and wrotfi, as Pather 
Couplet fays, the following words in his Coninieniary 
ou the jT/t/Vz^; 

SAe Great Height engendered two qualities : the fer- 
p£l and the ini^crfed. Theje two qualities engendered 

*- M^rtini^ aroong the reft, expreflies himfelf thus : Defummo at 
frimo rerum Aiu^itre viiruvi apud qmnes Sinas^JiUntiam : qutf>pe in tam 
^oftoja lingua ncc nomcn ^uidam Dc'us habet» Jiift. Sin, Kb. u 
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^fSfir imiges : i\kfelfbttr images pro'ituced the tight figtif^t 
gf Fb-hl, thai is iof&y, aiVtbfngi. 

Who at the prefect 'day wooM "vefinir e td jflfert, 
Ihat this aeclaiyMidti cotttams the fmalleft particfe <4f 
cbmiridn feAfe? It aiifwets no pUfpdfeto objeft, thlt 
other ancient philolbphefs haVe fometimej written in'a 
ihaiiner Equally unreafdnable. iTiey at feaft tlever 
'prefendcd to S^^rite 'ffeatifes 6ii Yorcety, or thibd^- 
inancy/fuch as that wherein Confucius is Yaid to hate 
ihferted the words we have quoted, relative to diVini- 
tion by rods ; which, we may be ^allowed to r6p^t^ 
•difcovers no fymptoms of common fenfe. ' 

If any thing could have plunged the literati Into 
fatalifm, it muft haVe been the fooliih tioftrinie of 
Confucius on the pow^r of chance; and ccfta'nily 
fome of them have hazarded very Thohtlrous chimeras, 
on the revolution of the ifive Chlnefe clcmerit^i which 
'alternately produce a new imperial family or dynajty. 
When, for example, an imperial family is produced 
"by the power of water, or the genius prefiding over 
that element, it cannot give more than twenty ein- 
perors, whofe 'aftions are all the cffeft of fate or ne- 
'ceflity: if they were free, fay they, we could fi6t 
predift them by the table of chances, commented 
tjpon by the. great Confucius. 

Although^ Mr. VifdelQu attributes this 'doSrlne to 
-the mcti of letters in general, yet we mull -fuppoiTe 
that only the fiHien: among them are capable of pub- 
lifhing fuch abfurdities. Probably,* indeed, they un- 
derfland nothing of the matter ; for in China, as In 
the rell of the world, people 'frequently confiife their 

ideas 
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ideas m fuch a manner, that they can no longer ex* 
plain either what they credit or dilbelieve, Thu^, 
fpeaking of the religion of China, we have ftated only 
• general opinions ; bccaufe it would be difficult to find 
- two or three hundred of the literati pofleiGng precifely 
the fame fentimeuts, and a like number capable of 
. remaining one day. invaiiable in their principles ; and 
as many more who form diftinft notions of what they 
. pretend to believe. Thofe, who make the huniaa 
fool double, which comes nearly to the fame thing 
with the homo duplex of fome metaphyficians of Eu- 
rope, may be counted among the number of thofe 
who do not underftand themfelves. Father Longo- 
bardi fays, in his famous treatife, that the literati of 
China declared to him openly their fentiments of 
atheifm. But they had perhaps fuddled themfelves, 
like Hobbes, whofe infidelity frequently difappeared 
with his intoxication. 

The paflion of the Chinefe for forceiy proves them 
to be fuperllitious, but not at all fatalifts. Befides 
the divination by rods, they praftife another mode 
Ivith a plant called chi. After having drawn out the 
fibres of the leaf, they throw them at random, and 
then examine how far their pofition agrees with the 
TT'king. This method appears to me to have been 
praClif^d with very little variation by the foothfayers 
of Scythia when they twifted the leaves of ^ the wil- 
low, erfoneoufly called the lime-tree in the Latin ver- 
lion of Herodotus, That author mud have had very 
particular information concerning the Afiatic Scy- 
thians, for the truth of his details is confirmed daily j 
9^ 4 and 
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' «nd it would l>c diffioalt to conceive the poffibility of 

. his being fo well acqualfiied with the cultoms of thofs 

diftant nations, did we not obferve the lame accuracy 

in the geography of Ptolemy^ He points out pre- 

, cifely fome parts of Sericum, or Jgour, although thofe 

countries were the end of the world to the GreeJ^s 

and Romans, who knew as little of the. Chinefe as 

wd\ do of the inhabiiatits of the South Pole. Heio- 

<iotus had travelled into Colchis j and, when we 

redeA on- the extraordinary route by which the 

merchants -of that country found nieans to traffic 

with' India, we may be able to account for his pre- 

cifion.. 

It is generally believed, that the fectarles, fuppofcd 
to be Neftoriana,. went in the fcventh century to 
preach Chriftianity in China, where they were fnlt 
protefted, then perfccuted, . and finally mafEicred. 
They hadthe difciples of Li7^-'i&/w/;/s the bonzes, and 
the emprefs, for declared enemies; and their preaching; 
anfwered no other purpofe than to produce bloodftied. 
Not one Chriftian remained in China at the conqnefl: of 
the Mogul Tartars, who favored indifciiminatefy all 
ftrangers, whofe induftry might be ufeful to tlie fhite, 
without caring what was their religion. Kouhlai 
Kan even fixed . fome Chriiliau fami!itS/at Pe^kin, 
Avhich the patriarch of Bagdad on one fide, and the 
;pope .on the other,' erecled into an arclibifhopric. 
But the emperor eftabliflied a tribunal, called T/Vmav- 
Jouffe^ to fuperintend the two metropoiirans.. On the 
expulfion of the Mogul Tartars,^ tlic Chrifi^Iiins, after 
fuffering another violent pcrfecution, were at length 
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totally extirpated^ The md^ pnident :Bed to :Taita^ i 
Ibaii^einbraced the religion of the 4>6naes, and tkcTeft 
^cre tniiffacred; In the y^arone tbou&i<d five bmi- 
dved «ad nhicty-lwo, Jwhen no » trace of Chrifiianity 
coaki be found in China, foint mifltona^ies began 
^aki to preach there ; but the Neophytes, except a 
veryiknaU niimber, who held oonliderable employ- 
ments, -were all of the vileft dregs of Ae people. As 
the wivea of that clafs of men went to churfch, die 
better fort of Chinefe wer^ much IcanddKzed, and 
they cdnfidered the miffionaries as corrupters. Some 
Jefuits fancied they could calm fuch fjufpidons by hav- 
ing feparate chapels for the two fexes* : but this in« 
tended remedy only aggravated the oflSyice. The 
governor of Ham^ibeou was fo exafperated, onhearmg 
that many womeii were ihut up in a church with two 
tor three mfen, that, without waiting for orders ironv 
court, he caufed the church tobelevelledjto thevaery 
foundation. In their refpeftive. departments, the go^ 
vernors ad iii a manner almofl defporic ; and the 
Chriftians have fometimes be^i ftrongly protoded in 
certain provinces, while violently pcrfecuteddn others. 
Polygamy, howeverj^ iww always, an infurmou^tabfe 
. obftacle to the <progrefs of their dodrines. The mif- 
.JGonaries, inQfting pofitively^ on repudiation, ^would 
.aaot allow their converts to preferve .more *than -ope 
-iwife: but thifey never attempted to abolifh perfonal 
bondage, although it is more cofrtrary to the Tights 
;of nature than polygamy^;, which is aimctftaneceffary 

. •GobleuvHiflory of China. 

conft- 
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ionfequehce of flavery in warm countries. It was prei 
tekided, that the primitive Chriflians never required 
fuch facrific^s ; and that different religious communi- 
ties in Etrrope poffeffed bond-men duiing many cen- 
turies. But this wa^ a dreadful abiife, which cannot 
be alleged as a precedeht ; fdr what is contrary td 
natural right can never be admitted in morality; 
When a Ghineie had married feveral wives, in con- 
fomiity to the laws of his country, he could hot re- 
pudiate them, efpecially when tndthers, without in- 
juftice 5 but he was always at liberty to make hi^ 
flaves free; and thus the condud of the mifiionaries 
Was altogether contradiftory. Oa the othet hand^ 
the government of China never ktiew what religion 
feould be tolerated or excluded ^ Admifliorl was giveii 
there to Jews, Mahometans, Lamas, Parfis, Manis^ 
Marrha, Silipan*, YelifCaoveil, Armenians, Bra- 
mins, Neftorians, Gteek Chriftians, who had a 
church at Pe-kin, and to Catholics. The latter, how-, 
ever, fuffered more perfecution than all the reft to- 
gether, and they were at laft: totally exterminated. 
The emperor Can^hi alone iflued three cfohtradidory 
edifls concerning ihem. He firft prohibited preach- 
ing, then gave permifSon, and afterwards enforced 
his firft decree, without, ever knowing in what the! 
C^hoHc religion confifted* It is a fafl:, that the mif- 
fionaries never dared to fhow him eithef the Bible of 
the Evangelifts. We are affured, and with much ap- 

• The religion of the Marrha add of the Sl-lipan is not wcli 
known ; but it is probably a miflake to fuppofctbsm to be Chtif- 
tians. 

VOL. II. ct parent 
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parent truth, that in one thoufand &x hundred sui4 
ninety-two, this prince knew nothing of the conquefts 
made by the Europeans in America, on the coaft of 
Africa, in the Molucca Iflands, and in fo many part^ 
of Afia. Let us only lefleQ: on fuch men as the Mafi- 
dhui Tartars, who all at once fubdued China, with* 
out having any notion either of hiftory or geography? 
and then we cannot be furprifed, that the epiperor 
Can-bi (hould be totally ignorant of the condufl: of 
the Chriflians in America. |t was from his being 
previoufly unacquainted with fuch matters, that the 
memorial, prefented at Pe-kin in one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventeen, made an indelible impreffion 
on the minds of the Tartars. It repiefented the Chrif- 
tians as a band of confpirators, who intended to ren. 
der themfelves mailers in the empire, as they had 
done in the New World. This projeft certainly was 
not real ; but it feemed probable to the Tartars, who 
had not eighty thoufand effedive men when they en- 
tered Pe-kin. They were indeed favored by the eu- 
nuchs of the palace; but the taldng of the capital was 
nothing, as long as they had not poffeflion of the 
fouthern provinces, which however w^re conquered 
very rapidly. Not one inland town of China is ca- 
pable of refitting a regular fiege of three days j ani 
admiral Anfon declared, that a fingle fhip of fixty 
guns would be fuflScient to fink a whole Chinefe fleet. 
The perfon, who fought to alarm the court of Pe-kin 
on account of the Neophytes and miflipnaries, mufl 
therefore have been well acquainted with the weafe- 
nefs of his own country. It has, in faft, hitherto 

efcaped 
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efeaped the fury of our European t6bber«^ tnet^lf 
frtwh its great diftance ; and even that barritr wouid 
vaniih on the difcovery of a north^weft paflage. Tim 
pritites who facceeded C^n-hi^ for from tofefating 
Ghriftianity, did not ceafe, until the year one thou* 
Tand fcven hundred and fixty*fix, to reftraln Ewo* 
peatis more and more, and to ufe greater precautions 
iigainft them* But, without intending; any aft of b^ 
nevolencc, they would have rendered the gteateft for* 
vice to Europe, by (hutting their ports entirely to the 
fliips of the five nations allowed to traffic at Canloft. 

We terminate here this Section, after having de- 
monflrated that never two nations refembled each 
other lefs, in what concerns religion, than the Egyp- 
tians and Chineie* The immolation of viSims indeed 
was common to both ; but the fame ufage has been 
found by modern travellers to fubfift in all the coun- 
tries they have vifited, except India and Thibet, 
where the particular circumftance of the tranftnigra- 
tion of fouls has counterafted the general i-ule* The 
learned have been at a lofs to know, how fo many na- 
tions of the ancient and new continents could have 
fallen alike into an extravagance fo oppofite to all 
notions of common fenfe, as that of flaughtering ani* 
mals in honor of God, Some fuppofe it muft have 
commenced with prifoners made in war : but the firft 
people evidently imagined, that natute contained^cer* 
tain genii, who came to tafte the blood, fleflij en* 
trails, or fmoke of the facrifices* As all were origins 
ally hunters, and afterwards fliepherds, it is more 
natural that they fliould have fought to regale the gods 
Q^a with 
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with fiefh^ than with fruits, which the manitous 
themfelves could find in the forefts. Thofe, who 
quitted the paftoral life to till the earth, began at 
length to offer the firfl fruits of their fields^^ and thea 
the immolation of vidims (hould have ceafed* But 
it was continued^ as we have faid, from the obftinacy 
with which the firft civilized nations adhered to the 
religious pra^ices of favage life. This is the reafoa 
why fo many.cuftoms, invented by the Scythians, are 
found ftill in China, while thofe of the Ethiopians 
were as evidently continued in Egypt. 
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SECT, IX. 

GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT. 



Omnia poft obit urn fingit majora vetufiat. 



T1C7HEN the ancients fpokc with fo much com- 
V ^ mcndation of the civil inftitutions and police 
of Egypt, they were under a conftant illufion. This 
was occafioned by the Greek authors, who con- 
founded the laws, really obferved in that country, 
with trthers, which never exifted but in books. The 
fecotftl^Vbhime of the Hermetic Colledtion contained 
many fa^e' maxims, relative to the manner in which 
the Pharaohs ought to conduft themfelves, in order 
to reign happily, and gain the applaufe of the people. 
But many of thofe princes were far from being in- 
clined to perform the duties prefcribed to them ever 
fince the foundation of the monarchy. Some were 
flothful, voluptuous, filly, and deteftable tyrants, who 
obferved only vain ceremonies, and reaHy trampled 
equity under foot. In the fame manner, all tHe 
wicked kings of Judea performed their legal ablutions 
with the greateft exaftnefs, and never deviated at 
table from the Mofaic regimen, while the people 
were crufhed under their unlawful exaftions. 

Ammianus Marcellinus is wrong in fuppofing that 
the Roman code was copied from the jurifprudence 
of Egypt. On the contrary, the decemvirs at Rome 
rejefted the only Egyptian law proper for a republic 
It related to debtors, on whofe perfons no creditor 
0.3 could 
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could cxercife the fmalleft violence ; and this regUr 
Jation was as wife and moderate as that of the de* 
cemvirs wa^ barbarous. In fhort, the twelve tables 
did not contain the flighted trace of Egyptian jurif^ 
prudence, of which even Solon had little knowledge 
when he reformed tl^e town of Athens, and abolifliecj 
fome of the decrees of Draco ; for this took place pre- 
vious to his journey to Siia, where he feems to have 
traded. 

Some of the Egyptian I?tws are fo fimplc and clear,^ 
that they do not require to be analyaed* The 
contrary, however, was found in the regulation 
(Concerning thieves, which Diodor^s the hillorian, 
and the lawyer Arifton, by coatxadlfting each other^ 
rendered fo complicate, that naphilofopher €x>uld 
conceive either its meaning or objeQ. According iq 
Diodorus, the thieves of Egypt 'vj^ere obliged to in- 
fert theii names ia a regifter; aad when any tiling^ 
dolen was claimed,, they reftored only th?ee-fourth$ 
of thevaUie, t^ecaufethe legillator allowed them to 
lefe^ye a pcwrtion,. ^thj^ to recompcnfe their addrefi, 
or to punifh the negKgence of thofe'' who fuffiere4 
their property to b^ floleq. Diodorus, however^ 
jQioiild bavt perceived that mancjr particular caie3 could 
pot be decided by this pretended bw, but miaft ne? 
ceffarily have required another, concerning which hf 
is filent. 

/ remeniber having ready fays Aulus Gellius, in ^ 
^vork of the lawyer Ariftoriy that among the Egyptians j. 
who were remarkable far their fagacity injiiddying na-- 
turgy and greai penetration in inventing the artSj e>Mry 

Jpecies 
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Jpecies of theft was allowed by law^ and pra£lifed with 
impunity *• 

By reflefting on thefe two whimfical inftitutions, 
it is eafy to perceive that they could not fubfift in the 
fame fociety, but might well beloiig to difiFerent na- 
tions. The authors, who have fpoken concerning 
them, were evidently ill informed, becaufe they are at 
variance with each other and with themfelves. What 
has been taken for an Egyptian law is in reality an 
agreement made with the Arabs, who could not be 
prevented from ftealing and robbing. It therefore 
became cuftomary to redeem fuch efFeds as had fallen 
into their *hands, as we find praftifed frequently at 
the prefent day. The Bedouins reftore for the hun- 
dredth part of their value, the jewels they acquire in 
plundering a caravan j and they would be content to 
have always the f<)urth part in money, for the whole 
amount of the wares they capture, under the vain 
pretext, that the deferts of Arabia Petrea are their 
dominions. We find a modern traveller endeavour- 
ing to juftify this plea, as if it was not known, that the 
Bedouins commit fuch depredations very far from 
their wildern^fles, on territories, of which they were 
never really poffeffed, and where of courfe it is un- 
juft in them to exaft tribute from paffengers. 

Under Ae fhepherd kings the Arabs fpread them- 
felvfes ia troops over all Egypt, and it became abfo-p 

* Id etiam memtnl legere me in Rhro jiriflonU jurecQttfuhi haudqua^ 
qudm tndoG't virif apudveteres JEgyptioSi quod genus homtnuni conftat £5f 
in artihus reperiend^s folertes extitiffe, Uf in cognitione rerum indagandd 
Jagacesj furta omnia fuijfe Ucita^ impunita. No^. Att. lib. xi. 

CL4 l^^^'y 
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lutely rcceflary to have feme fixed cotnpaft With 
them, relative to the fpoils they mixght colleft, by 
(leahh or plunder. W^ have reafon to believe, that 
pilfered goods were likewife bought back from the 
Jews ; for it would be very furprifing, that fu'ch men 
as they fhould have (Iplen only onc^ in Egypt, efpe* 
cially when protc<Sied by the ufurpers. Thofe tyrants 
favored fliepherds and oppr^ffed hufbandmen, in 
Older to counterad, as much as poilit^lc, all the inftiT 
tutions of the vanquiflied nation. 

It is now eafy to fo^m fome idea of what was 
meant by Diodorus Siculus. The names of the 
thieves were not rpgiftered, but application was 
jjiade to the emir^ or fcheic of the Arabs, who 
knew his fubjefts, and made them reftorc what they 
had taken, on receiving the flipi4lated compenfation *. 
We do pot kpqw how far the fame conduft wai? ob- 
ferved mider the government of the Perfians, when 
^ whole republic of banditti was eftablifhed in the 
Pelta. Something of the kipd, hqw^ver, muft be 
adopted in every country, yrhere robbers become too 
powerful to b? either expelled pr deftroyed. The 
marfties they poflefied near the Her?icleotic mouth of 
the Nile were imp^ffablef ; ?ind neither the Perfians 
nor Greeks could ever rid themfelves of thofe ene- 
mies ; for their fmjill veffel§ ferved th^m for houfes ; 

• If the fpirit of the Egyptian law had been what Diodorut 
fancied it to be, other regulations would have been neccfiary foip' 
thofe who had ftolen without having infcribed their oames» or 
who, although their names had been infcri^d, did not reftorc 
exa£Uy what they had ftolen. 

and. 
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and^ on theJlighteft alarm, they concealed them- 
ifilyj£S at a great diftance among the reeds. 

The extreme rigor of the laws in Egypt towards 
thofe who fubfifted by diflioneft means, proves how 
little they were intended to tolerate theft among the 
native inhabitants, who were neither Arabs nor Jews. 
Cotfnmon fenfe has taught mankind, that, in a well- 
regulated fociety, no robuft fubjefts (hould ever be 
permitted to beg; and Plato dreaded fuch people fo 
much in a republic, that he employs three different 
magiftrates for driving them firft from the markets, 
then from the towns, and afterwards from the ter- 
ritory*. If that philofopher were now ta reappear, 
and witnefs how many, in the different monaftic 
orders, live entirely on alms, he muft fuppofe that 
the human underftanding had fufiered a confiderabie 
decline. 

The Greek authors pretend, that Egypt had five 
or fix different legiflators ; and as fuch they confider 
Amafu^ who preceded only a few years the rail of . 
the monarchy. It appears, however, that all the 
general laws were much m9re ancient than the Greeks 
believed i and what they affert mull have proceeded 
entirely frpm their being very rigoroufly obferved 
under certain princes, whofe names are not exaftly 
Iqiown. Pharaoh Boccboris^ faid by Diodorus to have 
been a very celebrated lawgiver, was not even known 
to Herodotus. Thus it becomes impoffible to place 
the laws of Egypt in any chronological arrangement; 

• De Legibui, dial. xi. 

which. 
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which, however negleded byNicolai andCafal, is very 
important, in order to trace the progrcfe of legiflation *^ 
Sabaccon^ for example, is faid to have abolifhed in 
every cafe the punifliment of death ; becaufe he pre- 
ferred condenaning prifoners to work for the public* 
By thefe means, their fufferings were longer, but lefs 
feverc; and although not fo ftriking, they became more 
ufeful. Yet long afterwards, in the reign oiAmaJts^ynf^ 
find death inflifted on thofe, who, averfe to work, and 
deftitute of fortune, fubfifled by that fpccies of induftry 
which u common to rogues and beggars. By fup- 
pofing all this to be faQ, the jurifprudence of Egypt 
would appear to have been aftonifhingly viiriabfe. 
But in fa£t Sabaccon never had any pretenfions either 
to humanity or generofity. According^ to all hifto- 
rians he was a ufurper ; and if he really did not caufe 
Pharaoh Bocchoris to be committed to the iBame^, 
at leaft Nekosy - the father of Pfammeiiehus^ was 
flain by his orders ; and Pfammetichus would have 
Ihared a fimilar fate had he not fled to Syria. Sa- 
baccon was, therefore, far from being the mildeft 
man of his age ; and Strabo informs us that, inftead 
of condemning the culpable to works of public uti- 
lity, he cut theif nofes^ arid baniflied tiiem from 
Egypt. Thus it is fuppofed to have beeil during hh 
reign, that an eftablifhment was formed, called Rhi- 

* Nicolai has written a treatife, with the title of, Di JEgyp* 
tiorum Synedrts isf Legibus hifigniorihus , But it is neceflarily very 
confined, becaufe the author nevei* under ftodd the fpirit of any law. 
His work is, therefore^ lefs read than even that of Cafal, whicji 
contains at leaft forae fingolar nwnunieata. 

noculure. 
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nocolure, or men without nofes ; but this muft be 
confidered as fabulous. The word rh'mocolure fecms 
to have referred to an opening in the coaft, as ap- 
pears in the map, where a promontory mofl proba* 
bly had funk down. In geography, the Arabs terra 
raaf, or nofe, what we call cape after the Italians. 

Thofe who lavifti encomiums on a princefs, becaufe 
flie never caufed any perfon to fuffer death, although 
m prodigious number have been mutilated in her 
reign, may likewife, perhaps, praife Sabaccon, who. 
cannot be faid to have done any other laudable aftion 
than that of abdicating the crown, and returning to 
Ethiopia, whence he came. Yet he was not the in- 
ventor of n^utilation. It had been long.prefciibed 
by the laws of the country for diflferent mifdemeanors, 
and in this fome have pretended to difcover a re-^ 
markable conformity between the Egyptians and 
Chinefe. The amputation pf the leg at the knee, a 
punifhment inflided anciently in China, was never 
prafl:ifed amon^ the Egyptians, who cut oflF other 
n^m^bers, fuch as the tongue, hands, nofe^ and, ac- 
cording to fome authors, the very genitals. It would 
be fuperfluous to repeat here what we have already 
f^Eiid, to {)rove that this could never have. been the 
origin of the eunuqhs of the palace, who fuffered 
mutilation in childhood, before they were capable of 
4eferving fuch dreadful chaftifemepts. 
' Several nations of Europe, Africa, and Afia, have 
had recQurfe to various kinds of mutilation for cer- 
.iain crimes, which, accprding to their manner pf 
thinking, did not deferve capital punifhment. Thus 
I no 
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no particular refcmblance can be admitted in this 
point between the Egyptians and the Chinefe. The 
latter, ever fince the origin of their empire, have 
permitted malefadors, in certain cafes, to commute 
their p^aalries for money. I'his fir ft abufe intro- 
duced another in China, where poverty, or avarice, 
induces wretches to fupport floggings for thofe culprits 
xvho have money to pay for fubftitutes. The judge 
wiflies to exhibit a puniflipient, and provided he finds* 
any body to endure it, it is indifferent in his eyes 
what perfon prefents himfelf for the purpofe. In 
Egypt nobody was allowed to purchafe with money 
a difcharge from corporal chaftifemenls decreed by 
the law, and much lefs could any iniferable wretches 
be placed under the hands of the executioner, ihftead 
of the real culprits. Thus the Chinefe are, perhaps, 
the only people in the world, who buy^nd fell pu- 
niftiments ; and among them, as Mr. Salmon juftly 
obferves, the firft notions of juftice are perverted, 
■while all its formalities are rigidly obffcrved*. 

When fo many . pecuniary fines were inflidedin 
the time of the lower empire, nothing more was ne- 
ceflary to charaflerize a bad govenini6nt. The com- 
mutations for money, fo frequent in the codes of 
barbarians, prove equally a mod defeQive jurifpru*^ 
dence. The Egyptians ' confined pecuniary fines to 
one fingle cafe, which was that of having inconfi- 

• Prefent State of China, vol. i. Father le Comte fays, that 
near all the tribunals people are found who hire themfclves to re- 
ceive chaftifement in the place of criminals. The judge tAvA 
certainly firft of all be corrupted. 

derately 
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dcrately deftroyed any of the (acred animals pro- 
teded by the law- But it was always a capital of- 
fence to kill the ibis and the -vulture. This latter 
is privileged alfo by the Englifti ; and it was of more 
utility in ancient Egypt than all the other birds and 
quadrupedes together. Had not the Thracians and 
the Greeks inflifted fimilar punifhments on thofe who 
took away the life ®f a ftork or an ox, the condud of 
the Egyptians would be unexampled. Yet no precedent 
could render it entirely excufable. When any prac- 
tice, very trifling in appearance, may be found de- 
rogatory to the public good, the legiflature has a 
thoufand means of remedying it, without having re- 
courfe to torture. The Tufcan law, which inflifted 
arbitrary penalties on thofe who deftroyed their own 
bees by means of fulphur, was altogether ineflfedual; 
and experience proves that fuch meafures neyer abd* 
liflied a pernicious cuftom in any country. 

. It is our intention here to fpeak only of the abufe 
which each pcrfon may make of public proper;y, or 
even of what he himfelf poflefles. We do not pre- 
tend to developc the atrocious game-laws, ftill fub- 
lifUng in fo many places of Europe, where the killing 
of a roe-buck is fufficient to occafion the dectch of a 
man, and the infamy of a family. ^ This barbarity 
originated from a race of men, who anciently lived 
chiefly by the chafe, and whofe jurifprudence (hould 
have been reformed, when they began to cultivate 
the ground. 

The Egyptians had very fevere laws againft unfair 
dealing. They imagined in their purgatory, or 

amenthisy 
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amenthhj an Avenging genius for each fpedes of 
crime committed in the world * ; and yet they were 
accufed of fraudulent pradiccs in commerce. Tbxm 
however was imputed to them by the Greeks alone, 
who were a thoufand times more notorious for fuch 
vices, and whofe bad faith will never ceafe to be pro- 
verbial among mankind. Egypt at one time, f<tys 
Strabo, per fitted in not opening its ports to the fhips 
of Greece and Thrace ; and it was then, coatinucs he, 
that the Greeks filled Europe with calumnies againft 
the government of the Pharaohs, who, content with the 
pTodudions of their own country, would no longer 
either give or receive. But Plato, who apparently had 
fome traffic in Egypt, begins by fliowing that a na- 
tion ihould cuhivate arithmetical knowledge j and 
then, after fome common-place remarks, he infinuate« 
ilily, that the Phenicians and Egyptians had made 
an ill ufe of the knowledge they had acquired in cal- 
culating and meafuring. Independently of this fub- 
tlety, it has been obferved, that feveral natiofts of 
the fouth of Afia and Africa have always had an ex^ 
treme inclination for ufury, equivocal contrafts, mo- 
nopolies, apd that fpecies of roguery which cha- 
lacterizeo the Jews in Europe. They in faft have 
given a great extenfion to the precepts of Deutero- 
nomy, which are more conformable to the ancient 
Nomandic jurifprudence than to that of Egypt* 
Mofes was forced to refpe£t certain'ufages already ob- 
ferved among the Hebrews, previous to their being 

♦ This might have occafioned the great diverfity of totmcnttf, 
whkh the Greeks and Romans fuppofedto be tmployed in tVcir hdii 

reduced 
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reduced to a ftate of bondage. They were very 
fitnilar to thofe eftabliflied among the Arabs, who have 
always bden famous for their defedive laws, and the 
fingularity of their crimes, fome of which, likey^-^^^/j/w, 
are fufficient to render a whole province defert *. 

Many regulations; were invented in Egypt to repreft 
vfury, and prevent the violent meafures of money- 
lenders.- The greatnefs of the evil is evident from 
the very remedy. Among people who have much 
internal traffic, and fcarcely any with ftrangers, th^ 
merchants can. only have fmall profit on their wares ; 
and, therefore, they endeavour to gain largely on 
money. This produces ufury, and the evil increafes 
greatly, when bullion is ufed inftead of coin. Yift {hall 
find this to have been the cafe with the Egyptians, 
who anciently had only an interior commerce. They 
had not a fingle fhip at fea, while the Nile was co- 
vered' with a multitude of boats, fome of which were 
made of baked earth. The fcarcity of w®od there 
was always extreme, but not more fo than the de- 
gree of induftry it occafioned f I 

We are ignorant of the revolutions fuftained by 
commerce at different limes in Egypt ; butagricul- 

* Scopffltfm confided in placing fome flones in the middle of a 
field, to notify that the firft perfon who attempted to till it would 
be afTaflinatcd'. This crime is faid to have been peculiar to the 
Arabs ; ^nd it is the confequence of their defedlive civil law« re- 
fpedlng murder, and the avengers of blood. 

t Thefc barks were the fmalleil kind oi phafeliy called Itrri' 
by the Egyptians; they Went with fails and oars. 
ParvulaJiSiUhus folihim dare 'vsla phafelhy 
Et Irevibus ptBa remk l/icumbere tefta, Juvenal* 

tur^ 
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ture appears to have been at all periods very flourifh* 
ing. The foil required fcarcely any other expencc 
than what was .neceflary for feed ; and fome grains, 
fuch as the doura^ or millet, like the orinthis in 
Ethiopia, multiply there mofl. abundantly. .Tillage 
was no-where attended with fewer difficulties ; and 
little labor was neceflary in conveying moifture to 
the plantations with machines refembling chain- 
pumps, which Diodorus feems to have confounded 
with the fcrew of Archimedes; who went, fays he, 
to teach that difcovery to the Egyptians. The fields, 
however, were well watered there, long before the 
days of Archimedes, whofe fciew-pump is at this 
day totally unknown from Cairo fto the Cataract of 
the Nile. Thus we perceive how eafy it was for the 
hulbandmen of Egypt to repair their loffes, after 
having fufFered under tyrants, whofe hatred to the 
laws extended afterwards to the inhabitants. In our 
climates, on the contrary, agriculture is attended 
with much greater expence in men; cattle, and in- 
ftruments. When the farmers are half ruined by 
imports, they can never recover themfelves by the 
crops ; for it is demonftrated, thai the lands always 
bear kfs in proportion as the property of the culfi« 
vator increafcs. Reiterated labor and manure ret 
quire confiderable expenditure j but articles of that 
nature, fo important with us, are fcarcely counted for 
any thing in Egypt. This explains clearly why that 
country has fupported better than any other the de- 
ftruflive government of the Turl^s ; and for the fame 
reafon it might be rendered flourilhing in a century, 

while 
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Irhile more than three hundred years would be re- 
qutlite to produce the fame effe£t on Greece. 

Although our notions concerning the ancient di* 
vifion of lands in Egypt are very confined, yet we 
know with certainty, that the military portions, fome 
of which confifted of twelve arouras, pafled from fa- 
thers to ftms, ^d not to daughters. It follows, 
therefore, ths^ the Greeks fpoke at random, when 
they pretended that, according to the jurifprudence 
of Egypt, daughters alone were obliged in every qafe 
to maintain their parents, when old and infirm. But 
the obligation in hGt extended only to affording 
that attendance, which was out of the power of their 
brothers, who, in the military andiacerdotal fami- 
lies, wa'6 frequently long abfent. The feldiers were 
to do duty round the palace, every fecond year in 
rotation : the priefts were liable to be (ent to Thebes 
to adminifter juflice, or to difcharge the fundions of 
their minifhry ; and then it was ifii{^ble for them 
to pay particular attention to what pafled in the bo* 
fom of their families. It is not neceflary to repeat 
here what has been already faid of the condition of 
the women in Egypt, nor the laws relative to poly- 
gamy, and the degrees of affinity which prevented 
marriage. We have clearly proved that the union 
of brother and fifter never took place there, until 
after the death of Alexander. All the authors who 
fpeak of tbat^ circumftance, fuch as Diodorus, PhilOj^ 
Seneca, and Paufanias, are very modern in compa- 
riibn with the ancient Egyptians. Philo, however, 
is the only one who pretends that fuch marriages 

yoL. n. R could 
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could be ccntraacd eveiir bctwe^ a brother and hk 
twin fiftcr*. We find, therefore, that this Jew 
imagined twins to be more clofely refcfcted Chan bro- 
thers and fibers bom fucceffivcly. But the idea was 
sdcogether chimerical, and it would hafe been abfurd 
to mak^ this exception, when all the Greeks of 
Alexandria were permitted to intefmarry in the 
firft degree of the coWaterallfnes, Twins have no- 
thing to diftinguiih them from otheir children born of 
the fame father and mother, except that one of them 
is fometimes weakly ; and yet this does not happen 
lb conftantly that it can be c6nfidered as a rule 
of Nature. Yet if degeneration refults from in- 
ceftuous connexion, the efieft muft be irioft obvious 
on the offspring of a brother and filler who Uti 
twins, although fuch experiments, when made with 
brutes, havefeldom produced any remarkable .ef- 
feds. 

Ancient auth^s would never have fevifhed lb many 
"praifes on the legiflatioii of Egypt, had' they been 
feiifible of the imperfeftions of their own. We al* 
iude here to perfonal flavery, wMch requires nec^- 
rily fo many bad laws, that even the goocf^re c6r- 
rupted ; for one great injufKce requires ^o be' litp- 
ported by many others. It fiiotild be eftaMffeed* as^ 

» De Spec. Leg. 5. 7.— Selden believed that ma jKa^e 1)C- 
twecn brother and -fitter was firft kbown mEgypt* under tie Pcr- 
fiani : iHit thi» is an error^ The inceft of- CaiabyfiBltJdid 4Uit eon* 
ceni tii9 £g}rptiafi$ ; and Seneca gives us diHin^y to ttadciftandr 
that no {)i:];(ba married his lifter^ except ki Akxandria. 

an 
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^lan eternal truth and an immotable principU, that 
flavery is contrary to the law of .NatuVei Thus we 
may form an opinion of tliofe legiflators, who ufed 
their authority and fandion to confirm, inftead of 
aboUflring, the abufe. No Egyptian had the power 
of taking away the life of his flave 5 and, by drawing 
a few coniequences from this law, the eyes of thofe, 
who had fallen into fuch (trange contradidions, ihould 
have been opened. . t 

As liberty and life are really infeparable, the niafier 
always preferved the power of death \^hile be appeared 
to be^ reftrained by the law. Few la&x in^anyage 
have been guilty of murdering, their ilaves,,butthofe 
who caufipd them to perifti flowly by hard labouj: were 
always very numerous. Thus we find tha,t thei,4a\f 
can only prevent a mafter from- killing his flavesi 13^ 
one manner, while he has the choice of ar Aoufan4 
others ; afld ia this <:onfifts tha epotracKftion. ^ ,, _. 
Every thing irelatiye to fteedont by i feimfe IW&|K 
the Egyptians was entirely oppofm tQ th<^ i^{iit:«ioii| 
of the Romans, who adopted the Jibominjbl^^^pfa^ls^^ 
that childrep &ould follow the conditiQi^t f^ ^^if 
motibent .but in] all countries whi?r^,:piiljfgaqfijnri^ 
eftablilhed, it becor^ies indifpenfable th^t fht^y ijbpi^ 
receive their rank J&'Qiaet their father. 1^9 fi^tioB^,h^4 
ever more imperfeft ideas conci^r^in^ farvkiide th^ 
the Romtans. By the Glaudi^ipt fenWus-jBopAii^i^ 
we find a woman was liable to lofe her liberty (a pu- 
niflunent equal to death), wheii corivl^e^ pf ainy illi- 
cit connexion with a flave. ' ." ) " 

' . ' " : a >7 i\: v 
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The fituaiions of thofe reduced to flayery in Egypt 
vrcrc anciently vety different ; for fome, we perceive 
diiUndly, had employments in the houfes, whilft 
dtfaersy appointed to till the fields, might be com- 
bed to our (trk. As the greater part confided of 
ftrangersy either purchafed or made captives, it was ne- 
ceflary to keep them apart, as long as they perfifted ih 
their own rdigion. If admitted as houfehold fervants, 
they would have rendered every thing impure. This 
inftitudoa was, in its nature, fo very defe&ive, that 
It required many bad laws to prevent revolts among 
' fuch people, who eould the more eafily form confpi- 
racies as they were not under the eye of their mafter. 
It is probable that this occafioned fo many extraordi- 
nary regulations to prevent miirder ; and we fee, by 
the cafe of Mofes, that they trere not itiftituted with- 
out reafen, akhough unexampled among the ted of 
mankind. In other countries, not to afiift a perfofi 
iig^ft aflaffins i& confidered as cowardice ; but in 
l^pt it was a csqpital crime ^. The law for that pb^ 
jf£t9 however, could (b eafily be eluded, that it mud 
have beeit looked upon as non-extant. Nothing was 
eai^r than to allege numberlefs pretexts, to j^-ove 
the impoffibiUty of fuccourlng an unfortunate man, 
ahr^ady In iKe hands of rotors* The legiflators^ 
fenfible of the greated part of thefe inconveniencies, 
propofed^lhati|Sle()eribn9 at lead, who did not &• 

■ (^•fleKodot*usffiemstoin(inuate» that the fame law was found 
among tfic ^Ethiopians, anid that it concerned even the children 
who were found, wheii cxpofcd to pcrifh. 
' '^ nouncc 
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xiounce the aggreffors, Ihould remain fome time in 
prifon, and receive a certain number of ftripes. But 
this law appears to have been annulled under the Pto- 
lemies, when they entrufted the compofition of their 
code to Deihetrius of Phaleris, who, as every perfoa 
knows, had to labor for monfters. 

It is geaeraily confidered as a very whimfical cir- 
cumftance, that the Egyptians fhould have had parti* 
cular phyficians for different diforders, and even fot 
the tooth-ach, to which they were fubjeO: from chew- 
ing green fugar-canes ; while the whole <:ountry did 
not contain one barrifter, although the pleadings 
were delivered in writing, according to the Greeks. 
In that cafe, however, the priefts, who were found In 
all the towns, muft have drawn up the petitions and 
replies for thofe who could not read and write j but, 
in that point, the Egyptians in general feem not to 
have been deficient *. When the bad cuftom of cit- 
ing a heap of authors in juridical cafes is not adopted, 
and no captious reafonings are introduced, fuch paper$ 
can be difcuffed very promptly, and the Eg3rptians 
were never allowed to prefent more than four in the 
courfe of one procefs. The judges, on their fide, 
confulted only ten volumes, and of thefe they conn^ 

♦ According to the Egyptian laws, it was a great advantage to 
l^C abk to read and write ; and even ariifans g^ye this part of 
edttcatioQ to their children. The Judaic laws fuppofed alfo the 
frequent ufe of writing, as well for the genealogies of the tribes aa 
for contrafts, bills of divorce, &c. But the Jews negleded edu-, 
cation greatly j and, in fome of the fmall towns, iht /cipUrim wcx^ 
the only people who could read or write. 

R 3 mitted 
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raUtf d th^ greater part to mefnory ♦. Extraprdinary 
c^eSi which had no place in this code^ w^re decide4 
hy a plarality of voices > and it appears, by 4he mo- 
Q\iment now extant in Thebais, that the number of 
judg^ was uneven. " Thus the prefident di4 not turn 
the image of Truth to either fide, unlefs when the 
votes were equally divided. It would have been ab- 
fivd to decide. in favor of thofe who had not ob- 
tained this equality, becaufe the arbitraly procedure, 
which was chiefly intended to be ayoided, would then 
have been admitted. The plurality of fuflfrages at- 
tra&ed always to their fide the emblem of Truth ; and 
in that manner the procefs was terminated. No bat 
tinadoes were ever given there to the pleaders. But 
the Chinefe fmother more law-fuits than they decide 
judicially ; becaufe their government is defpotic, and 
that erf the Egyptians was monarchifci as may be de^ 
monftrated beyond contradi^ion. 

It appears alfo, that, among the Egyptians, fom^ 
points were referred io oath ; and not one word in 
thdr whole hiftory gives reafon to fuppofe that they 
ever employed torture. Under the dominion of the 
Greeks and Romans, experience proved that fuch 
means were indFedual to obtain a confeflion from 
' people, whofe obftinacy was exceffive. Thus an inftitu- 
tion, which is abominable in any country, would have 
been ufelefs in Egypt. Men of melancholy and gloomy 

* DIodorus (peaks only of eig^it volumes to which the judges 
applied ; but here two Tolumea are fpokcn of, which the prophets 
had to ftudy.. 

confti- 
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conAki^^iiy ^bw eypofed to a vi<^e^ dogfepfOfj^iOf 
fycm lofe idl fetCibiUty ; jhey Xft^r lefs in iHropoition 
us the <x)tivi^ri€^ a^gn^n^ } juid jt wag,perhap6 from 
phyficsi cauf(?^ that the i;gy|>idgaj, wgejaed the tc«> 
in^ts Qf bdll, aod bclievec} c^^ly ia puj^atory. As^ 
in c&ri^nxa^) folemn depofiUpQg were admitted as 
prooCs of fa£b» it became neceflaty to place perjury ia 
fte ntimib^ of capital crim«s. Murder belonged al^ 
VTBfS to tibe fame clafs, except when a father kiile4 
^s.owa child ; and then hi$ puniihnient opafift^d.i^t 
iaoldiRg pjubUoly the d^ad body in his arms during 
three days: btft the parricide had to fuffer the raoft 
4readful execution ever exhibited in that country \ 
This likewife has been fuppofed, witbwt rcalb^, t^ 
difco!»?e.r'ibine coimexion with ivhat is.p^diifed by th^ 
^hinefc. The greater j^rt of aiK:iei|t nations enta- 
itaincd &milar &ntimmts ; . and wn^ lutve t(^ iament thait 
^jbinie]Qiould have b.e^ fo bsabiOKms tod iunju/l: as to 
xhaftife imaginary crlntoSv^&u^ as hex^Xy aihd forcery^ 
hf more cruel puqiflimehts thaoi iiB9r&infiid:ed on the 
j^araTed wretch who plungexik i^t^ct into the h^tvt 
of a parent. On.tlte other haflidjTthc Egyptian werfc 
^certainly to jblame for net preferving fome proportion 
in the rtianner of tjrftifying^ Ae^abhofrcnce of the 
mwrder Af a fethe t ^and :of a fon. When Nature has 
t&dbliihtd an ^vi^nt tel^^iion, it fboidd always ^ bi? 

u:,^* ^ . . . . .{-♦' ~ • " . ^ : 
f Thi8t puniilHiient .confifted ijO jwerclj^ the body pf the criminal 

with Tcidsy knd burning him m ttioilis. It has no refemblance 

whaterer to the method of cutting a perfon into a thoufand pie/ces, 

pf«ftiied i%Cliiaa> <«r}Mi« ^ k £ijq^tdffd to be*a more mc^em 

invctltionf 

^ ^ ' refpefted 
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reTpeded by tke legiflator. We muft however ae« 
knowledge, that the aocions of the Egyfmans, with 
regard to paternal authority, were left defe&ive thsn 
thofe of the Greeks and Romafis. But the Chinefe 
appear to have always had the ihoeking tnasdm^ thM 
children fliould not be confidered as human beingi, 
until they had received their mothers^ mHk* This 
opinion, according to a learned lawyer, ^prevailed 
likewife among the ancient Romans *; and it appears 
no difficult matter to affiga the caufe. InfimttcUie 
could be committed only by die father, according to 
the decree of Romulus, and then with the confectof 
the mother. From this proceeded the barbarous diC- 
tindion between children who had fucko)^ and thofe 
never admitted to the bread;. When the mother 
once began tanurfeber child, ibe was confidered as 
intending to prdcrve it ; and then infanticide could 
no longer be allowed even with the content of both 
parties. Thofe, who poflefibd ibch bad morals, mufl: 
neceflarily have had worfe phyfics ; and the prejudice 
was thus eftabliflied, that children began to be human 
beings only when thef received the breaft. 

The great deference &own by the Egyptians to- 
wards old men, was common to all the moft andoit 
nations of the earth. It is the only r^peSt known in 
favage life ; and civil government or^inatted throogh 
its influence, and not from paternal authority, which 
could never extend beyond a family. Royahy is de- 

* Get. Nooit, de twitm IxfoS^km et Ncce 9§^ Vetera. 
XJibtx fioguliris. 

^ rived 
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rived from the power of the caciqii^Sj or captidiis, 
chofen by the old men to command expeditions where 
they themfelvea could not aft* This appeared to me 
mod evidently, when myiludics were direSed to trace 
the oH^ of focial li£e in America, where, from be- 
ing more modem, it is ie& <4>(cufe. 
. 4.S the ancient inhabitants of om* continent in ge- 
neral have given by Car too much latitude to patemid 
power ; had this, inftead of the authority of the old 
mei^ been the foundation of government, a ^eal dd£r 
potiim would have refulted in the ftate, as well as in 
each family. Yet we find nofuch efie£b in anj 
coontry ; and, if ihe Chinefe pretend the contrary^ 
they are.grofsly miilakea, When one hundred and 
tW4aity1ang$,.or.gi^at caciques, reigned in China, not 
one of than alLdared to call hin^elf ^i&^r and mofher 
afthejiate: but as foon as the emperors, by force of 
^ums and every fpecies <rf injuftice, had expejled the 
kii^t ttey aflbibed whatever titles fuiced their fimcy. 
Thus the cafe of the Chinefe was exadly the fame 
with that of the Romans ; when they \i^d fathers ^ 
the country^ their Hberty was gone.. Let all the die- 
tionaries and languages of the world be examined, 
and they csmnot lead to the iligbteil: idea that ever, 
ualefs in a figurative fenfe, the title of king had any 
connexion with that <^i father. 

The government of ancient Egypt was really mo» 
narchic by the form of its conftitution. Limits were 
fixed to the fovereign power j the order of fucceflioa 
in the roy^ family iKas regulat^ andtheadnuniftra- 
tion of juftice entrufted to a particular body, wlu^ 

credit 
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credit could countcrbahnce the autKority of the Eha- 
laohs. The king had no right to judge or pronounce 
in any civil caufe^and the judges, at their inftallation 
contf aded the moid foiemn engagenieat not to obey 
Urn, m cafe he ordered them to iflbe aa pajuft Son-^ 
tence. Befides the colfege of thirty, ftationary at 
Hiebes, and the partifiular magiftrares j^ towns who 
pronounced in certain cafes "^^ the provinces (t^ de* 
puties at times to meet in the labyrinth, and difcttOr 
afiairt of fisite, fuppofed to be relative to taxaticm. 
Diodoruf Sicultrs aflfures us, that the kmgs i^f Egypi 
could not tax their fubjeds arbitrarily, vrlilofa, he ob'^ 
fenrrs, is the greateft fcourge of other ftat^ ; aii4 
then he iniinuates, that the facerdotal dafs had the 
i&fpe£Hon of the finances,. This leaves rpom to fup- 
pofe, that the confent of the provinces i/as aeceflary 
for levying new impofts*' . 

We now fee the error of maihtaiiuxig, thit the aar 
cients had no idea of true monarchical goveroment* 
Mr* Montefquieu perceived no traces of it arnon^ 
them, becaufe he did. not lock where they were to be 
found ; and he flops to' confider the kings of fome 
ftates of ancient Greece, who pronounced foitences 
iir civil caufes. But this ufage, fo oppofite to the 

» Anciently, fays Orus- Apollo, the mugiilrates ©f Egyp^ 
judged and faw the king naked — Re^em nudum fpeSabat. The 
meaning of this is obfcure ; and Mr. de Pauvr, canon of Utrecht| 
does not feem to have underftood the 39th chapter of Hierogly- 
phics, on "vtrhich he has given notes. When tic king canfte to the 
"ailcnibly of judges, he had to lay afide hit cloak or vipftt garment, 
T^ed calafiris 5 probably^ tio (how Chat he dj4 oot jiiidge kim&ifl 

principles 
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principles of monarchy, was never praftifed in Egypt. 
We fpeak here of the aftions of princes, and not of 
tyrants. 

According to a fundamental law in that comitry, 
royalty was incompatible with the pontificate*. When 
the fervile defpotifm of the nations inhabiting warm ' 
climates is confidered, as well as what the men of 
fufch countries dare attempt, and how much they can 
fu&r^ we are Ud to admire the wifdomT)f the Egyp- 
tians in oppofing this barrier to defpotifm. The wanit 
of fimilar precautions brought ruin on the nations of 
Afia, where the princes got polTeflion of the prieft- 
hood', or rendered it removable, as in Turkey and 
Perfia. The muftis and fudres are as little certain of 
preferving their dignity, as the high^priefts of the 
Jews, who, towards the doife of that monarchy, fel- 
dom held the prieilhood during three years. Such 
Haves are incsq)able of defending the rights of the 
people, becaufe tfaey cannot pcoted themlelves ; and 
if their ddliny did not depend on the caprice of the 
prince, it would be determined by the intrigues of 
the fcraglio./ In Egypt, on the contrary, the pontiffs 
were always perihanent, and the eldett fon conftantly 
fucceeded his father in that office, nearly in the fame 
manner that it remained in the family of Aaron, be-* 
fore the. Hebrews bectime the fport of defpots. 

♦ As Herodotus faw the ilatucs of all th^ kJng«, and thofe of 
all the pontiffs in particular, it may be confidered as a proof that* 
before the time of Scihon^ no pontiff w^s ever king. Perhaps, 
€ethon VrouH not abdicate thi pontificate when he came to tb« 
throne« 

At 
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At length, however, from tmie caufe unknown tar 
nty it happened in Egypt that Sethon, who inherited 
the priellhod, attained the throne likewife. The two 
powers being thus united in the fame perfon, the ftate 
became fo completely overturned, that it could never 
afterwards be replaced in its former equilibrium. The 
ibidiers murmured, becaufe fome of their lancb were 
confifcated ; and the people complained that tbe mili- 
lary had betrayed the country at a moment when par- 
ticular interells fhould have yielded to tbe public 
good» in the midft of thefe troubles, that the maf» 
of power migbt be divided, twelve governors were 
chofen to reign jointly. But this c^igarchic confB- 
tuticm could not re-eftabEfi)the monarchy, becaufe it 
was never effectual even in a republic, although fo 
frequently tried in ancient times. The refult of this 
was real de^tifm, which continued from the time of 
Pfammefkh%ts to the invaidott of Cambyies. AU thofe 
princes kept in pay a crowd of mercenaries, who, 
ever fince the woiid exifted, have been the infiru* 
ments and fupport of arbitrary power. At this epoch 
ihould be fixed the evident chsmge which took place 
in the cbaiafter of the Egyptians, who then b^an to 
hate their kings. Even Amafu^ to whom they were 
in appearance reconciled, had to keep aftrong Greek 
garrifon in Memphis^ to guard himfelf in the midft 
of his dominions againfl fubje£ts, who had once been 
enthufiaftic m their attachment to the Pharaohs. They 
pardoned many vices and weafcneffes in thofe princes, 
iwad even allowed them to reign, when deprived of 
fight, as we find from feveral inftances j for the Egypr 
:c^ tiaiw 
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^ans were much afHided with cecity. It is furpriling 

that in other eaftern empires, particularly in Perfia, 

Mogul, and Turkey, where the blind might be capa- 

bie of goTCrning, a quite contrary regulation has been 

eftabUfhed. Were any thing of the kind now to hap- 

pea ia the monarchies of Europe, the lawyers would 

moft probably be puzzled to folve the difficulty ; but 

the Egyi^iaiis founded their conduft on birth-right^ 

which, amoi^g them, was facred and inviolable. 

They conceived it therefore to be unjuft to deprive a 

perfon of his patrimony on account of an indifpofi- 

tion, already fufficiently fatal in itfelf. This might 

be admitted with regard to private fiicce(Sons ; but, 

wfaea the obligation of governing a people was ai^- 

aexed, they ihould at leaft have given tutorai to theii- 

blind princes, among whom we find the children of 

Sefoftris and Pharaoh Anyfls. Were we to believe 

Herodotus, it would appear that the cecity of the 

latter in particular may be coniidered as having been 

prodoftive of misfortunes ; for it was in his teign that 

the Perfians invaded Egypt *• 

"VVhen the reigning family was extinfl:^ the crowa 
became eledive ; and we have all the formilitres ufed 
on fuch occafions minutely defcribed by Synefius, 
The'foldiers and priefts alone had aftiye and paffive 
vc^s, although Diodorus. pretends that the reft of the 

. • Tbe same of Pbartoh Anyfi* is not fountl to the dynafties of 
Misliho, lyccaufi? it . was merely borrowed* Bocchoris is general!]^ 
b^^ed to he the fome perfon with Anyfis. Cecity, however, 
■rat «o( .iBcura)>k in £^pt« and this might have inHuenced 
the kgiflator. 

people 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



« 



»54 PHILOSOPHICAJL DISSERTATIONS 

people were equally noble with the military and facer- 
dotal tribes* But he (hould at leafl have excepted that 
unfortunate elafs, fo much detefl:ed in Egypt» slnd not 
even permitted to enter the temples. We have al» 
ready fpoken of thofe men, who apfiear to me to hstve 
been Africans of a foreign origin. They Ipoke amongft 
tfiemfelves the Punic language, and. were hdd by the 
Egyptians in a ftate between perfonal ilavery and 
Kb^rtyl This was likewife the cafe with the Sblots 
. at Lacedsemon, the Corynophores at Skyon, the 
Peneftes in Theffaly, the Clarotes in Crete, the Gyni- 
aires in different parts of Greece,, the Profpelates in 
Arcadia, the Leieges in Caria, the |^riandyn& at 
Heraqka, and finally the Jews, who, after thie expul^ 
fion of the fhepherd kings, were exaftly in the iame 
condition^ Herodotus fays pofitrvely^ that the Funic 
language was fpoken in* the neighbourhood of the 
town of Apis, and the lake Mareotis, amongft certain 
families fubje£led to the I^ptians *. . This caft, fo 
much abhorred by the £g)^ttan8> formed at length, 
according to every opinion, the republic cf robbers j 
and Stiabo defcribes the little monarchy of the Jews 
as degenerated likewife into a confederation of ban- 
ditti. * We^ have reafon to believe^ that flaves, em» 
ployed in cultivating the earth, are liable to contraft 
vl peculiarly bad charafter. Several focieti^ have. 

♦ The language fpoken af here rauft not be oonfonnded with 
tfee Carthaginians. It was properly the Libyan idiwli. As the 
Egyptians came originally from Ethiopia; they im^nitnderftood 
Arabic, Libyan, Phenician^ nor the j^gon of the Jtw^ which 
fcems to have been a (dialed of the latter. ' . 

' been 
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been formed in Amcricl by a&gtocs, who efcapcd 
from the pkii(eTS y but their policy and laws are al« 
trays fo wretched, that, like the PauUils^ th^ be« 
come republics of thieves^ 

As the military in Egypt were fat more numerous 
flian the pdefts of the firft and fecond rank, the pro- 
ph^8 had a irote equal to one hundred foldiers, the 
comaftae to twenty, and the zacori to ten *» All ths 
imeafures taken to procure tranquillity in thofe critical 
times, when the (late floated between contending par- 
ties, could not prevent the eleftions from being fre- 
quently difturbed by the intrigues of the candidates* 
Some traces of this confufion are fuppofied to^be found 
in dae hiftory of the feventy Pharaohs, who reigned 
during as many days, probably from having dilputed 
concerning the plurality of wotos* This ftory could 
not have been founded, as people pretend, on an ir- 
. rupdon of foreign enemies, who in lefs than three 
months inSided death on ieventy of the governors of 
Egypft. The whole number of prefedories did not 
e:Kceed twenty-fevea> as we perceive by the conftriw:- 
^on of the labyrinth, where the deputies of tlwi: dif- 
ferent nomes afiembled, previauily to the conqiieft ^f 
the Perlians f . 

♦ Prolate alkujui tx canSdatls nomifte, mflitts quldem manm td- 
lunif eomaJf£ vero it zacori et pr^heti^ caUuhs ferunt ; pauct aliqm; , 
J^d gu^rum pnttcipua eft ea In re auBorhas, prophefarum nempe ; sdcnhs 
xentum mantts mquaU Comaflaram njiginti^ zticorvrum decern* Sja, 
dc Providctt. 

t This namber is found in all the copies of Strabo ; but^ in mj 
opinionj the nomes c^nfifltd only of twelve ^eatj and ^s many 
^nalL 

• i In. 
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In very ancient titn^, the kings were confecrated 
at Thebes ; but that ftrange ceremony ^ras aftemrards 
performed at Memphis* The prince carried the yoke 
of the bull Jpisy and a fccptre made like the llieban 
plough, ufed at this day in cultivating the fields of 
Sais, and fomel parts of Arabia, as we find by tfie 
figure pUbliflied by Mr. Niebuhr *. Thus equipped, 
he was led through a part of the town, and thence to 
th^ Adyton^ which feems to have been a vault* Fa- 
ther Martini, by the mod whimfical idea pof&ble, fup^ 
pofes it to have been the town of Abydus^ eighty-three 
leagues didant from Memphis. That man mud have 
imagined that the fame niode prevailed in Egypt as 
in his own country, where the kings go from Paris td 
Rheims to be confecrated* 

When a prince was elefted from the military clafs, 
he pafled, at the moment of his inauguration, into the 
priefthood, and this required fome particular cere- 
monies mod probably as well as oaths. The Pha- 
raohs could in no cafe difpenfe, as we have alreadjr 
' obferved, with fwearing that they would neither in- 
tercalate a day nor a month in the undetermined year^ 
to render it fixed or lunary. In this point they kept 

• Scholiaft. German, in Arat. The Scholia of Ariftophancs, 
on the Comedy of the Birds, fay, that, on the top of the fceptre 
of the Egyptian kings, waj the figure of a flork, and, on the 
other end, the figure of a hippopotamus. But they fcem to have 
had Afferent kinds of fceptre?, according to what \% handed dowm 
by the ancients ; and the moft common of aH reprcfent^aplougi; 
Thi? was carried by the kings, at wdl as by the pricft« of Egypt 
and Ethiopia. 

t|i«iF 
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ch^ir word more religioufly^ than in maay others of 
much greater confequence* 

As thore, who attained the throne by the voice of 
the foldiers and priefts^ always gave the name of the 
town where th€^ Were bom, and not that of their 
family, to the new dynafty, it i^ not extraordinary to 
6nd in hiflory the Pharaohs of ElephantU. Chrono* 
logifts, by not attending to this natural faft, have 
heetk forced to invent a particular monarchy m the 
little ifland of Elephantis, which was not more exten- 
five than a country-feat in l^urdpe with walks and 
gardens. The valley of Egypt grows very narrow 
immediately above the town of Ombos j and by even 
allowing this pretended kingdom all the territory on 
the banks of the Nile, it could never be independent 
^ther of the kings of Ethiopia or of Egypt. 
'. Mariham is the firfl author who ever pretended^ 
that Egypt confided anciently of feveral Idngdoms; 
and it is to be lamentedi that a man^ who had ac- 
quired fo much erudition, ihould have been deficient 
ip genius and judgment. He was perfecuted by fana- 
tics as an unbeliever } and never was any man more 
credulous ; for he pretended that the Egyptian mo- 
narchy had been founded in the year immediately 
following the deluge ; and what he relates of CA^iw> 
who is called by him thefirft king of the Egyptians, 
is more worthy of a Jewilh rabbin than an Englifh 
chronologift. Neither Cimm nor Mejlrmm was ever 
fpoken of in ancient Egypt, which undoubtedly de# 
riv^ its name from the word Kypt / and De Hoom be- 
lieves, that the fftm^ appellation was common to a 
VOL. II. 3 part 
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part of Ethiopia *. Unfortunately, too many writer 
have introduced Jewifli traditions into hiftory ; and, 
frcJm that circumftance, the progrefe of knowledge 
has been greatly retarded. 

The Egyptians undoubtedly in fon;ie points exag^ 
gerated their antiquity. When they fpeak of perfons 
who lived a thoufand years, it is clear, fays Pliny, 
that they at firft counted by lunations f. But, in 
fad, the period attributed to the life of one perfon 
might be the duration of a dynafty pr family, accord* 
ing to the manner of fpeaking in the Eafh Let it bei 
fuppofed, that the tribe of Beni-Waffel had been fcat- 
tered throughout the heights of Thebais during fix 
centuries ; the Arabs, who never count by the lives 
of individuals, would fey^ that the age of Seni-Waffel 
was fix hundred years. This invariable manner of 
bearing the name of their founder, is well adapted to 
preferve the epoch ©f a race of men, who have no ar- 
chives. The fame mode may perhaps be found among 
the free hordes of Tartars j but thofe who are fub- 
jefted, preferve only the genealogy of their kans^ 
whofe families become frequently extinO;. 

* Bochart has abufed De Hooriiy without any neceflityy con- 
cerning what he fays of the Ethiopians. Although the Greeks 
coined the word j^ithiops to denote a race of black people, the 
derivation of it might perhaps be concealed in the term Kopt or 
Kypt. 

+ jitmum emm alii aftate unum dtterfoinahnnf et aJterum kyeme. • • • 
^mdarn lunafenio ut JEgyptiiy if ague apud eos aRqui etjtngula annorvm 
viixiffe miUia produnfun Lib. 7. — ** I have decked my bed with 
tfipeftry and linen of Egypt/* Proverbs, chap. viL 

'.'.■'■ ' ■■ , ' ".' ■ "..'". The 
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The Dynafties of Manethon, however, are not ne-* 
-ceffary to prove the great antiquity of the Egyptians ; 
fcr it is demonftrated by the progrefs they had made 
in the arts in very diftant ages. At the conqueft of 
the Macedonians/ they were fo far advanced, that 
nothing was wanting to ^he greateft degree of perfect 
^on, but that elegance and nicenefs of tafte, which 
can never be attained by the inhabitants of the Eafl:,. 
becaufe of their defeftive organs, and difordcred ima- 
gination. The msmufaftures of glafs and tapeftry, 
fo celebrated under the Ptolemies, had been eflra- 
blilhed long before the days of thofe princes ; and the 
carpets of Egypt particularly formed part of the mer- 
chandife tranfported into Afiaby the ifthmus of Suez. 
Of this more (hall be faid, when we come to examine 
what might have been the annual revenues Df.. the 
Pharaohs, Co whom the firft legiflators of Egypt had 
prefcribed many rules and maxims preferved in the 
Hermetic ColleOrion. From that book the paflages in 
Diodorus were probably extrafted, which declare that 
tho^fe princes could never keep flaves, whether bora 
in Egypt, or purchafed in foreign countries. They 
were required to take their attendants from children, 
of priefts, who did not enter into the fervice of the 
court until they had attained their twentieth year^- 
This law was far from being obferved; for when tfie 
Pharaohs introduced flaves into their feraglio, they 
committed them to the care of eunuchs, who were 
certainly neither freemen, nor chofen out of the facer- 
dotal clafs. Diodorus pretends likewife, that the 
kings were pbliged to perufe all the letters they re^ 

s ;2 ceiyed, 
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eeived, to uttend prayers daily, atid heir fomt paSkge 
read in the Annds of the country. Many pretextf 
might however have been found for difpeniii^ vith 
fuch ceremonies, when the allureirents of pieafnrey 
or idlenefs, which i$ the grcatefl: enjoynient in warn) 
climates, rendered them irkfome. 

It cannot be too frequently repeated, that, in read- 
ing the hiftory of Egypt, the laws really in force 
ihould be diftinguiflied from ^fae andent inftitutions 
found only in books. Had this not been the cafe, 
the priefts could never have fpoken of a long li(l of 
indolent kin^s, who flumbered in feragUos, and re* 
ceived, like the reft, fepulchral honors. We have 
reafon to believe, contrar,^ to the common opinion^ 
that the people never poilviffed the right of refufing 
burial. Such a cuftom would not have produced any 
good effed in Egypt, where the father was always 
fucceeded on the throne by his eldeft fon, as long as the 
royal family reniained. In that cafe, the young prince 
muft have been t]be implacable enemy of thofe who 
refufed to let his father be interred ; and it was^ be- 
fides, an eafy matter for him to have the mummy cOn* 
veyed fecretly into fome vault. 

Diodorus indeed fays, that th^ Pharaohs, who, 
according to him, conftruCled the two great pyra*- 
mids, had not dared to have their bodies depo{ite4 
there, through fear that they might be thrown out by 
the people ; but this was a vulgar report, totally un« 
known to Herodotus. Very little refleftion is nece& 
fafy to perceive that thofe princes muft have had nk^re 
fenfe than to rear pyranpdds for their t^bs, while 

/ they 
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they knew fo well that their interment there was im- 
pradicahle. The Greeks, having once taken into 
their heads that the pyramids were the tombs of the 
Pharaohs, would never allow themfclves to be per- 
fuaded to the contrary, although the Egyptians de- 
clared pofitivety that no corpfe of any king was ever 
depofited in any of the pyramids, and that thofe mo* 
numents-were erefted by the nation, and not by 
particular princes. " Hiftory contains one hGt very 
decifive in proving that the Egyptians never thought 
of refufing burial to their bad kings. One of the 
defpotic Pharaohs, called Apriesy who was fuppofed to 
have committed many atrocious cHmes, incurred the 
refentment of the people to fi|ch a great degree, that 
they infifted on having him delivered into their hands^ ^ 
when ho was vanqulihed by Amafis. After he had 
been ftrangled in their fury, his body was placed in 
the tomb of his fathers, at the entrance of the temple 
of the Miiief va of Saisy where all the Pharaohs of the 
Saite tribe were depofited. 

Tb^ opinion hazarded by fome modem writers^ 
coQ^rniog the anonymous kings found in the Cata« 
log^e of Dynafties, fiiould not be credited. They pre-* 
t$£9dedth^ their names werefbpprefl^, becaufe their 
hainds had been fdUed with blood, or ilL^acquired 
riehee. As the memory of tyrants mud: be deinoted 
to execration in every age, it would be tendering 
them a fervice to efface them entirely from the annafs. 
But the priefts, who were not fo filly, wrote bipth 
names ^d event§ with gr^i^t fidelity *. 

* Eufcb. Pratpar. Evaog. lib. xo. 

S3 * Bad 
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Bad princes no longer feaV future cenfure, finc^ 
flattery has fucceeded in corrupting hiftorical faith ; 
and this evil originated among the Greeks and Ro- 
mans. If the Catalogue of the Dynafties contains 
fome anonymous peribns, that circumftance (bould be 
attributed to the negligence of the compilers. £«fe- 
bius, for example, has omitted the names of feveral 
Pharaohs preferred by Julius Africanus; and we^know 
to a certainty that the Hiftory of Manethon mentions 
Achihoes as the mod cruel and un juft of all the kings' 
of Egypt. Thus we find how little the priefts were 
difpofed to fupprefs the names of tyrants ; •otherwife, 
the monfter Achthoes mud have been now \mknown. 
Orus Apollo aflures us, that, when the name of a 
wkked king was to be inferted in bierogfyphical re« 
cords, it was ordained to be written in alpbabeticat 
charaders*. The priefts denoted foreign ufiarpersby 
fymbolical terms familiar to all the people > and every 
Egyptian knew that the kiiig of Perfia, called by us 
Ochusj was furnamed among them the Aft. 

According to a very ancient icuftom, the high prieft 
had to pronounce a public difcourfe when the corpfe 
of a king was carried to the tomb, after a mourffhig 
of fcventy days, which we know was the precife 
time neceflary for the embidmers to pi^epare the 
mommy. In this harangAie confifted the judgment 

^ R^g^ aakm .pefffmum Jtgnykantes^ mngnem finguta in ^eUs 

Jigutam ; cujus caudah ori admovent : notnen veto regis in tnfiSa 

tevctutione fcribunU Hlero, lib. i ,- — Alphabetical charaders are 

fometimes feen with the hieroglyphics on the monuments j and of 

tUis what Orus fays here is a proof. 

paffed 
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^ffi^ on the desidPharaohs^ who were praifed for 
diflfercnt qualities, but chiefly, as Porphyry fay ft, for- 
fobriety j be^ufe thai virtue fuppofes many others, par- 
licularly in fovereigns. 

Riyate people were prd^ably never refuled burial, 
tmlefs'whenthe creditors oppofed it juridically. This 
ms^e the OreeiLS imagine that people \inere founds 
among the Egyptians, who advanced money on an 
embalmed body, ahd' that the contrad was juftifi^ 
by law, Thismiftake is truly ridiculous. As the' 
want of burial ^as confidered as a fpecies of infamy^ 
the crediterr arrefted the cbrpfe of thedebtdt, and did 
^taU0w it td be buried until the relatiogtis payed the 
dd>t. S^eh pretebfions could be difcufTed before !the 
ardinary magiftrate of every town ; and it was abfurd 
to foppofe that one tribunal, eftabiiihed at Memphis^ 
had to acquit or condemn all thofe who died in: 
Egypt; It was beiMes allied, that the fei^sencd 
eould not be pronounced until after a rigidexaniina'^^ 
tion of the whole life of each perfdn ; and this, in*' 
fte^ <^ a fiibgle tribunal, would have required cme* 
fourth c^ the nation. In fad, the power of feieihg 
6n the dead body of a debtor was only a modification 
of the £gyptian law, which prevented him from, bding 
imprifoned while alive. 

As the Pharaoha were generally inftruded in the 
fciences from their infancy, man/ of them wrote 
books ; but they have had the misfortime to be en* 
tirely deftroyed. This has been the cafe with b vaiafAf 
of the kings of antiquity, that we are almoft tempted 
to believe, that their, produftions were not worthy, df 

s 4 being 
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beitigpreftrved. 1^ trorks df Alemnder lbs Gf eaf, 
af the emperor Auguftiw, Tibarius, Caligula, CJaa- 
dittt, K^roy Ptolemy Fhilometer/ Arduhof, and 
many other princes, to whom might be added Ha:^^ 
^ibalf I^culhsSt Sylla^ aft4 Mecteoas, afe fo <&tkcly 
foft, th«t erea the titles of the greater, pan afe nn^^ 
ll9o«m.' The leaft part of the viitingt of JulW 
Cirlar new tmnaim and a kind of vefieratmi for the 
ttemory of Marcus Aurelius and JnUaa has irade 
^Aem txceptkms to the general rule. Tet, in ^ 
4ays of Pliny, fomt books were ftill found with the 
Ittme of J^eeefj/is / but m^utaver Finmcitt may fily to 
Ae cMftf|iry» tbcrfe works feem to have been pradoced 
in laser ages by &me &miflied Greek, who bddiy 
look the name of Pharaoh ^eteffot^ That prince re^ 
fenred ^ moft pompous titl^ fn>m the afbolpgers; 
they ftyled him the chief of authors^ and iiipenative^ 
learned in: aftrology, liecaufe he had reaKy writtmi on 
the influence of the fiars. His woidcs are ihtrefore 
mtf fo mijich to be r^retted as thofe of finne othef 
I%airao)»9 i»ho appear to h^ve been thdy deHmue ef . 
iitformation ; yet we moft not beUere that they e^nst 
made fuch experiments as Herodmns has aoributed 
%xyPJiimnutichus. That prince, f^ya.he, qf^led two 
infants to be reared, without having an qiportunity 
of hearing any couvei&tipn : his objed in this was f o 
know wha^ langSage the children would uie, that he 
fliight terminate all the cont^s of the inha^titnts of 
Pgypt and l^rygia, concerning their re%efiive anti^ 
^pnry. Herodotus^ was credulous enough to belieye 
iliat ^ &A wond they fpoke was Phrygian* 

. ' , Thofe, 
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ThoTe, who ar^ diefiirous of knov^ing the ori jpn of 
this alyfurd ftoiy, may be fatisfied that it wa$ foande^ 
fimpif im the eircimftance of Pfammetichiu having 
{^ir«& Cbsia Egyptian children to be inftiuded in the 
language of the Greeks. With regurd to the Phiy- 
gtans, they were ridiculed with the name of Buep^ 
i^ms^ on account of their pretended antiquity : they 
cail^ deilifel?es older than the vaooa^ and cited, as 
a proof of iheir pretenfions, the e&peHment made ta 
£gy]3^, when the children uttered the word bec€$i K 

The predominating pa^Qion of the Phartohs was 
tmilding \ and this led to the err<meous opinipn of 
dieir gr^U riches. Under their fway no conuneroe 
waa Okrried on either in the Medit(«7anean or Red 
Sea; aad> although the Arabs and j^enidaat 
brouf^ caravans throagli the ifthmas of Stiez, yet 
the i^Uunce of that trade was not always in favor of 
the Egyptians* Ada f urniihed them with oil of oUveSt 
incenfe for the iacrifices and fumigations. Judaic 
Utttmen, refin of cedar, drugs for embakning boiSat^ 
o^rrrh, and aromatics. Such artkles were new* 
ehttp m ancient times* Thus when we luppofe thait 
t^ Egyptians, by means of their grain, linen, tt^ 
peftry, glafc, and other wrought wares, could barter 
widi clie. caravans of Afia, it was not a fource fuffiaieat' 
to«ari^ thU' kings, who levied* no impo&s o^ the 
Imd p<i$e&d by the militia or the £icerdotal dafe. 
Tbdr osAy relburce was in cultivating the royal do# 

• This word fignifics bread in Phrygianj which I believe was 
cafled heho in the Egyptian language. The difFercoce between this 
zn^htccos was not very great, 

mains. 
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maioS) exafHng a trifling toll on the. Nile, and taxiA^ 
to a certain degree the property of private p^tfons; 
The commerce of Ethiopia was certainly very advan- 
tageous for the Egyptian merchants, who recdved 
thence great quantities of gold duft, part of which 
now pafRs to the weftern cbaft of Africa ; fome cir- 
culates in Barbary ; and the reft (litl comes to.C%iro; 
Mr* Maillet, however, exaggerates greatly, when he 
calculates the gold tran^orted annually into Egyptby 
the Nunriditn caravans at twelve hundred (]piintals/ 
Bolinan fays pofitively, that, in his time, all the coafl: 
of Guinea aflforded only feven thoofiamd marks, whichr 
Mr. Maillet, or his compiler, the abbe Mafcrier, has^ 
donVerted into quintals *; The ancients amfsUfied^ 
nterly in the fame proportion what rdaced to Aralna' 
Felix : that poor and barren country has firequently 
excited admiration in the inhabitants of other coun- 
tries, who would lofe prodigioufly by an exchange. 

Nolihing is more uncertain than the exiftence of 
thole gold inines, hid to have been poflrefl*ed by the^ 
Ismg^ of Egypt* Hecateus eftimates their produfl^ in 
bis common way^ at an incredible fom ; and Dtodo^ 
fus places them on the confines of Arabia^ Ethiopby 
and Egypt^ Their fituation muft therefore have bdcn 
nearly the fame with that of the emerald mines^ and< 
•oirfequently, beyond the territory of the Egyptiana. 
That diftrift belonged cither to the Troglodytes or 
Ettuopians : and it was really the latter who eolieaed 
the gold among the fand of rivers and torrents, or 

• Defcription of Egypt, part il. 

procured 
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ptdcurcd it in the manner [now praftifed by the 
Africans. 

In faft, the rci^ennes of the Pharaohs were far front 
amounting to twelve hundred thoufand pounds fter- 
Ihig annuaUy, prior to the reign of Pfanimetichusi 
who made great changes in the finances, and incom- 
n^rce. Under the Ptolemies, Egypt had the whole 
commerce of India, of the eaftern coaft of Africa, 
Arabia, and Ethiopia, beBdts what was derived from( 
the navigation of the Mediterranean. Yet the annual 
revenue of Ptolemy Auletes did v^t exceed two rail- 
lioxis four hundred and twcnty-two thoufand pounds* 
But, as that prince was faid to have negle^ed his' 
fmances more than any of his predeceflbrs, we flialt 
examiiie the flatie of the revenues under Ptolemy Phi- 
IlKidphtts, whei!n Egypt, according to hiHorians, was 
exceedingly flouriflung. 

Philadelphus received every year two millions eight 
hundi'ed and fixty-feven thoufend pounds ia money^ 
and fiftera miUidns of fmall tneafures of wheat *• 
Thus from his reign to that of Ptolemy Aufetes, 
&ther to Cleoj^tra, the derangement of the finances 
had produced a diminution of only four hundred and 
forty-five thoufSnd pounds. This was far from being 
an objeft fo confiderable as Strabo pretends ; and 
Muladeljihus mufl have had other important pbffef- 
(ions out of Egypt, btherwife he could never have 
msuntained fuch ah army as is mentioned by Appianf* 

. • Zero on- tbc nmth Gliapter of DanieL TIw number of mea- 
furcs of grain feems exaggerated. 
f Prasf. ad X.ibro$ Bellor. CivIL 

The 
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The i'cgifters of the court of Alexandria make the 
whole armed force to have confided of two hundred 
auid forty thoufand men, who, if maintained and paid 
as at the prefent day, would have confumed three • 
millions and a half annually* It is very poifible that 
the troops were not fo numerous ; for, befides the 
fufpidons fuggefted by Polybius, many are perfuaded 
that Appian doubled the real number of hor&s. 
That man was born in Alexandria, and belied for the 
honor of his country. 

When Egypt was ihut towards the Arabian gulph, 
as weH as the Mediterranean, the revenues of the 
FhanuAs could never have amounted to twelve h^- 
dred thoufand pounds. It ihould be obferved, that 
the Ptolemies fcem to have referved the commaree of 
India |br their private advantage ; and the wares of 
ethers had to pay very heavy duties at difier^t ports 
on the Nile* Thus Philadelphus rec^ved the greateft 
part of his riches from another fource than Egypt,' 
iriiich did not th^n contain more than three miili<»i8 
of inhabitants. Jofephus was guilty of an vnpardon*' 
able error in making its population amotiiu to eight 
milll(tas in the reign of Nero, after all the miferie^ 
die country had foffiered under ti^ laft Ptolemies and 
the firft Cffd^. 

We do not here make any allowance for the differ*^ 
enc^ wUch fdme have imagined in the value of ^edie^ 
for it muA then^ hiave been nearly the £une as at pre^ 
fent* The quantity is now indeed much greater j but 
the circulation has alfo become far more extenfive 
than in former times. When Philadelphus reigned 

in 
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in EgyJ)t, the ufe of gold and filvel- was fcarcdy known 
in France, Spain, and England ; but thofe metals 
had no circulation^ whatever in either Germany, Po* 
land, Sweden, ,0r Denmark. As I^ecie was then- 
concentred among the nations inhabiting the coalk 
and iilands of the Mediterranean, that abundance 
prevented any great augmentation of its value* 

That the riches of the ancient Pharaohs have been 
greatly exaggerated mufl appear from the following 
dire& proof. Herodotus, in a fpecification of the 
tributes levied by Darius, fon of Hyftafpes, on the 
jCountries he had fubdued, mentions the contribution 
of Aflyria, including Babylon, as conflfting of one 
thoufand talents, and five hundred emafculated chil- 
4t^ annually for theufe of the feraglio. But the whole 
of Egypt, Bafca, Cirene, and another canton of Africa, 
had to p&y altogether only (even hundred talents « 
That fum indeed was exclufire of the fupplies in grain 
for maintaining an hundred and twenty thoufand Per- 
fians, and the produce of the fifheries on the lake 
Maris ; but the laft article was never equal to what , 
the Greeks have childiflily imagined. This fum, 
however, was very trifling in comparifon of what 
^gypt mud have ^id, had the Phara<^$ poiiefled 
Aich enormous finances; for Darius certainly pre- 
ferved fome proportion between the tribute and the 
revenues of the refpcAivc ftates. 

Thofe who have written hitherto on Egypt, pre^ 
tend, that it was greatly enriched by the fpoils Se- 
fpftris had brought from his expedition, when he laid 
the whole habitable world -under contribution^ But 

this 
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tbis error originated from the interpreters, who, in 
fhowing ftrangers the temples and monuments of 
Egypt, impofed on them with fables, which increafed 
by repetition. Diodorus fays, that Sefoftris appeared 
in the ftreets of his capital drawn by the deputies of 
the fovereigns of the earth ; and Lucan went fKll 
farther^by making him harnefs the kings themfelves. 
In this manner fidions are fpread abroad, and 
people are always found to exaggerate what others 
have dreamed. 

The three firft Ptolemies really occafioned the 
opulence of Egypt by concentring the greateft com- 
merce then known on the ancient continent. As 
this wealth was founded on articles of the moft de- 
ftruftive luxury, fome able politicians at Rome in- 
vented an oracle of the Sibyls, forbidding the ]R.o- 
mans to carry their arms into Egypt; and another 
equally fpurious was (aid to be delivered at Mem- 
phis*. But Auguftus, who ridiculed prophecies, 
did not hefitate to invade Egypt whenever he found 
an opportunity ; and ever fince that celebrated epocha, 
the Romans continued to degenerate, as the polili-* 
cians had forefeen. 

An Egyptian law, tranfmitted by Diodorus, has 
led many of the learned to believe that gold and 

* Haudequldem immerito Cuma^a carmine yat'^s 
Cautumy ne Nili Pelufia tangeret aroa. 
Hefperius mtles^ 
Thefe verfes of the Pharfalia arc a paraphrafe of the four fol- 
lowing words faid to be extra^ed from the books of the Sibyls ; 
Miles Romanes JEgyptum cave^ 

filvef 
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filv^er money had long been ufed in that country i 
but nothing is more erroneous than this fappofition ; 
for thofe metals continued to be weighed, as we find 
pa^aifed by thpfe who had to difcharge their vows at 
the temples for the health of their children. The 
firft current coin of Egypt was ftruck by Aryandesy 
under the dominion of the Perfians, who, as Sperling 
juftly obferves, had never any great quantity of fpc- 
cie in circulation *• \t appears, indeed, that what 
l)ad been iffued was entirely drawn back by the annual 
tributes ; for the Arabs, who fearch among the ruins 
of £gypt, and even fift much of the loofe fand, have 
never difcovered one fmgle piece. None of the me- 
dals found there are older than the reign of Alexander.^ 
They either belonged to the Ptolemies, or to the 
Egyptian towns which were allowed the privilege 
of having their own coin under the dominion of thp 
Greeks: thefe were Pelufium, Memphis, Abydus, 
Thebes, HermopoUs, and the great city of Her- 
cules f. 

Among the different people, to whom the ancients 
and modems have attributed the inv;intion of money, . 
the Egyptians were never mentioned, not eyen by 
Pollux, who enters into many details oh that fubjed. 
Count Caylus was certainly deceived, when he be- 
lieved that fmall leaves of gold folded together were 

• De Nummisnon cufis.— Sperling fay^ that in hi$ time the 
falfe (hekels were made in Holftein* It is furpriQng that Egyp- 
tian medals "were not forged there Hkewife. 

t Vaillant, Hift Ptolem. ad Fidem Numifinatum accommo^ 
. (latai 104. 

ufed 
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ufed there as current coin *. The kmd of bracelets, 
to M'hich he alludeis, are only found on the body, or 
in the mouth of fome mummy ; and, therefore, they 
ftould be confidered as amulets either phylafteric, or 
merely reprefenting the leaves of the perfea* The mcr- 
chants of Egypt were prohibited by law from mark^ 
ing their ingots with a falfe quality, or weight j and 
every perfon could employ fcales, as in the payments 
by fliekels, when they were fufpeftedto be too light* 
It was with the Egyptians, as among the Hebrews, 
wfaofe fliekels ^ere not coined until the building of 
the fecond temple ; and thofe nations remained too 
clofely connected for the one to- have employed 
money while it was imkhown to the other. 

This at firft feemsto indicate a ftriking refemblaik:e 
to the Chinefe ; but by examining further we perceive 
t| to be precifely the contrary. The hiftorians of China 
^flert, that money was ufed there in very ancient times y 
and to fupport this they have had recourfe to the fai« 
brication of falfe medals. The opinion generally 
received is, that Tcbing-tangj who is faid to have 
^nounted the throne one thoufand five hundred and 
fifty-eight years before our era, caufed differem me-^ 
tals to be cad in molds to facilitate commerce in th^ 
different provinc^ of his dominions. But aftcr« 
wards it became neceffary to withdraw air the filver 
and gold pieces but of the hands of the Chinefe, 
becaufe they counterfeited iTiem fo exaftly, that no 
perfon coirtd poffibly diftingui(h any difference. Yet 
the prefent method adopted in China is for from hav-^ 
• Collcftion of Antiqui|i^8| vol, ji, 
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ihg emiiiely coj-re^ed that ^bufe j becaufe they have 
fuhftiWed wiiift weights and fcale^ for falfe bullion. 
AW the merchanta there are ^6 cucpii^ in the art of 
'weighing '^s thj2 Jew^ s^nd Egyptians ; and the fame 
roguery muft always take place i^ every country 
deftityte of current ^oin* The metal Js affayed only 
by th<? toii^h-ft()ile, which never indicjites the quality 
torith th? ftjcfft jrepjfion^ in thq opinion of the moll 
^k ju4§ps« vhp pprta^oly are .the Jews* guch is the 
fliflferftace,lw?j^ween tJieEgyptians and Chinefe; the firft 
fliiJpoYi^rfid ^ -^$?l^iXefs of penetration iyi npt inventing 
WPI3U5y> m4 ihelaftcr a w^nt qf prpbity ]by rendering 
y^e yi# pf it igipraOic^e. Th^ gold and filver fpec}e, 
' introdwf e4 into the ijommjer^ e of $^gy Pt by the Creeks, 
tef^jlin^d glyv'ays uRaduJterat^d, -and did not require 
tp be y^ihdtayn, as in Chii^a. 

^e pyr^rnid?^ th^ pbelifks, the temples, and the 
^|igger^tjpfi? of Hpmer, made (b ,many authors be- 
ii^e i^hjt the PI^arM^s were immenfely rich. But 
ihe m^tejijjl^ .pf aU thofe wprks h?^ coft them no- 
vtbipg^ j^nd their revenues were fufficient to pay the 
woivkpae;^, ^hp anciently ipi warm countries did not 
.^vji ,oi\e Jtenth part pf the wages ^ow common in 
Europe. The rate of labpr is ^Iways regulated by 
the e^pence required for ^he phyfical wants pf the 
Jivorikm^tnand thofe of his family. We have already 
obfetved hpw little was jaeceffary for nourilhing u 
child in Egyjpt, when that Country had no exterior 
commerce, ^which ^neyer fa^ls to affeft in fome de- 
^ee the price pf jprpvifions ; ^nd the grain exported 
iato Afia ]>j {he f^ravans xs^as/ipt of confequence 
. VOL. II. T enough 
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enough to be mentioned. The lakds^ poflefled hy 
the Phanebs in their own right, probably fufficed to 
pay for the food, and perhaps the clothing, of thi 
laborers ; and we may conclude that little other ex> 
pence was neceffary* 

Sti^tues of bronze, of gold,, filver, and iVory, do 
not appear to have been in any meafure fo conimoil 
in the edifices of Egypt as in thofe of Greece and 
Italy.} and it is not impo^Ie,.that th6 Ath^ans 
expended more money on the flatue of MinefVa than 
Pharacrfi Amafis in hewing and tranfpbrting out 
of. the obelifks of Sais. When the ancidftts men- 
tion a prodigious circle of gold placed by the Egypti- 
ans around the tomb of Ofymandias^ and a flatue of 
the fame metal erefted in the Delta^ they confeifed 
that they ijpoke. of thofe things from hearfay ; but 
the difference is very great . between feeing a huge 
jnafs of gold and defcribing It in a romance. Thb 
Egyptians were not even permitted to carry gold into 
the temple of H«;liopolis ; and the Jews would have 
afted wifely by obferving the fame policy ; but they 
continued to heap up treafure in their temple at Jeru- 
falem to be conftantly pillaged, as is ever the cafe 
w^jiere riches are placed in churches. 

By the ceremony of the inauguration of the Pha- 
raohs we perceive, that thofe princes were far from 
difplaying at their court the Infulting pomp of the 
eaftem defpots. Then furely was the tim^ for the 
gres^teft oftentation, and yet the fcholiaft of Germa- 
nicus lays, that the kings of Egypt, on that day, 
wore a very modeft tunic, a collar, a fceptre, and a 

diadem. 
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ife!«Wi: The latter^ refembling wreathed ferp^its, 
wa& probably made of gold ; and the emperor Titiis 
is fuppofed to have, worn fomethiiig of the fame kind 
at t^ie cpnfecration o( the bull Jpis. He did not, 
however, carry jhe yoke of that animal, like the 
Pharaohs, becaufe it would have been the fignal of 
revolt againft hi^ father, and yet his condud on that 
occailon feemed rather fufpicious ^. As the kings of 
Egypt conformedflthcmfelves fcrupulbufly t6 the- die- 
tetic fyftem until Pfammeticims^ their tables occa- 
fioned little expence. They knew well that the firft 
inhabitants of Egypt had not invented that regimen 
ta gratify any principle of aufterity, but entirely 
from motives of healths The fame thing was vifible 
in the mantier of living adopted by the priefts, whole 
very beds were woven with leaves of the palin-tree, 
in order to avoid a diforder which would have ren- 
dered them impure ; and not, as^Perliusfays, to lay 
themfelves under continual penitence. It was at 
Rome that thofe beds of Aoyfm^ fo much efteemed in 

. ancient times^ were purchafed from the Egyptians, 
who had always the good fenfe not to employ them ^ 

for their own ufe f * 

* When Titue crowned himfelf at the confecration of j^s^ 
he was only a private per£bn. J^om fuj^cumem^ fityfi Suetonius, 
ausat poflquam Aiexandriam petenSf in conftcrando apud Memphitk 
hove Apif diadema geflavit : de moft quidtm ritufue frifim religionii. 
In Tito, vii. 

f Tt is mentioned in an Epigram of Martial, beginning with 
thcfc words: ^d totus a Nilo^ &c. This commerce proceeded 
from the great quantity of geefe fed by the Egyptians, Ks appears 
in the ad Sc^ion. * .>, 

T 2 We 
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Wc ha^ aTriiaSy ha3 occafibiii in a Tepafttfe Sec> 
tfoii dh tWe RblKril aHs, tb ^dflc tJ ffie aiiclfeit thaift^ 
ifer of di>fi^hTg tliie fJeopfc fn E^. At ffdbht k 
UteuW b^ aWdea-, 'thdt Ae cfcfflofi dT m ^elVe gd- 
Vcrnofs, ^frTiS ^re to rHgh tdftJOTiitly m thai tA^tiiftfy 
af^HfeJlfeitfi ti"f%aridh 5^M, Is the fetohg^ 
ffrbcff th^ tf»% Egyptians ^ert&rt^ittaiiy iSm^ ffifo- 
?\%rlVe aft4 of wftkih ftii IcarcWy to bfe 'ffifeWed 
^feto'^Adfe ^^i-e th!efe, as ^^fe ffid «8ibi% ^ 
Ti^s SiP'ffle le^s. Bat^feMfes Mt aiVHIbfti inSaWr 
ihbre ^ehmlti^s IMdilfeA, aTrwrffihg ip ''iMch the 
j^-eopfe v^eik cSftMetcd ^ ftfiftn&g'tHr* gifeitt»6die§, 
Tke ?atttfe thlrt^ is ^bfervjible t?ith 'tBe Cdpfeb, 8r 
in'6<iefft ifcgyi^latts, w!it^e Mebachers repi-effiift ilie 
^atapis atfd the Herfhoipes^ oi-, What is the fatiie 
'tMg, tfee Aititarjr fevrnffe^. Actfofamg te ikerc^- 
'idl, !te'y (Jtfde •co'iita if'av^ feVd^iglft "Ztt^b thfe M fotir 
tfuhcli%4 arfA 'fett 'tftdufeM tnteta; tmt ii aBftii^ity ^f 
Ijiis nature does not xtqilire fo Ve feFiIiiSid. 

Ai a time when iri6ney Wai Vei*^ fe'aWe, Vhe 5Egyp- 

feans ifmlft We teeii ^ged t6 afligft Ktt^ds to the 

ToTdiefs; arict aferw^ris, ^ ffiay In^e, ftiaiiy 

difputes took place relative to the jirbiJace, '^H'ch, 

ftota th» diverfity of foil, could not be alike on a 

^vem ^ce. T6 remdiy tMs inconvenience, the 

Ife^fetiWe (^dii^fed that the miRtary portiotis fliouki 

a'itulaie "edntiniiiMly, pkffif^ evefry year from btie 

foldier to another, fo that the perfon, wholiadit 

firft a bad lot, received afterwards it better. By thi* 

Wpe«Cfio», the ^mipefty of bfids was entirely .taken 

away ftopa the military ordef^ who weit T«iHC«d to 

the 
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of tfe^ EiiypliiH bvs ft9«ri4 havi? been mtrod^ic^ ij^ 
cmm fc^plw «rU?ep wuH ^? mtgi^nw 9f wP^J&iflg 

ftr ^m felt %l|f Iw^ Pftfes s^HHt of 99 irc^fen^bli^gf 
?^fhatev©r. The Qabj^ii ^ J^srmfyf^v V8f? 9i>r 
yioufly in the pay of the ftatej and thjffffcjfS ^ Ip- 
jgiflrtwf prppftrly p?:Qhihit^ tfc^sb df &^fh frQia 
trjidmg. Mo peffpfiw9§ %bA^r4 fQPtiigklPB¥9CtP<|( 
t|iat fiicb of oar modern SQM^t¥> a$ %Ye 19 t)»B 
aian]?, Aould 9^y th9iQ&liVj&$ (9 f^Ofpni^igt. 7j^ 
i<ka «^ confined to ihfiftP^ wh^, pc^ bg^g e9)f:^gj(g4 
by tba ftai€« could^in n9, m»Kiif be (»ffipaif d fQ ^ 

(snricfi. Wl|en it is oxoant tp Am^Q pptftisgl ^^« 
doas by Ae andioiity of aaoent biftpjy, grja^ car# 
fiiould 1^ token to prov^ that the c^s ifi ^i^q^qa 
ate ftxaaiy alike : ojthenvifc nothir^g can «ful^ bjit la 
$uxQfM£oa of ideas. 

As the inbabilanls of lower I^ypt ^^^ P9rh|^9 
horn with greater ftrengtfe and yigor ikm tkok of 
Jbdmi^ it was fe or.4ftrfid, ^^^grmt^r ipm^ 
the military families were found in the Delta. The 
fiime artaagci^eiit has b«ea £qppoied to tiave taken 
plaee in India, where the miHtary families of the 
. Ray^s s^ Nairs inhabit J.ikewife the njoft northern 
parts of the country. 

t 3\ The 
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The eftablUhments of the Egyptian militia com« 
preheuded chiefly the town of Sais^ where Minerva, 
who was chofen by the' loldiers for. their guardian,, 
had a famous temple, llius we find the fcarabee 
fculptured on all the military rings ; for that infed: 
was always confidered as one of the principal fym- 
bols of the Egyptian Minerva. The fame goddefs in 
fome monuments appeared like the Pallas of the Athe- 
nians, who likewife placed their warriors -under the 
prote^on of that divinity, as the artifans wore under 
that of Vulcan. 

With regard to Uie terms Calaftres and. Hermotybesj 
)>y which the two corps of Egyptian militia were de- 
noted *, they have hitherto never been fatisfa£lorily 
interpreted. In my .opinion, they were derived foldy 
from the form of the clothing, and not from the 
armor, the moft remarkable part of which was a 
huge buckler, like that ufed by the Gauls. In co- 
yering the whole body, it impeded every movement; 
and as the Egyptians formed themfelves into platoons 
to a£t feparately, the enemy prefled them together fo 
elofely, that they became incapable of refiftance. 
Caefar defcribes a defenfiye armor of fome German 
pieople, which occafioned their defeat nearly in the 
fame manner. llarge bucklers were generally re* 
jetted by the Itomans, Greeks, Macedonians, and even . 

. • The word Calqfiru iignifies the garment generally worn in 
Fgypt ; and t^e find the term Hemkyihn for another partieolar 
J^ind of tunic The Latin tranflator fancied that this word was 
originally Greek ; but it has only been corrupted by aGreck tcr- 
minationy as well as Hermotyhies. 
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Ix^jr the Chiacfe, who fomctimes, howevcfr, conceal 
themfelves uader their ihields^ by formmg a Idnd of 
a tortoife. 

The bad principles, adopted by the Egyptians In 
ta£tics, proceeded in a great meafure from tlieir 
vfing chariots in war. If we except elephants, no* 
thing IS; papable of producing more diforder in at- 
tacks; and they have been tried and abandoned by 
almoft eyery nation of the ancient continent. Befides 
thexonfulion occafioned by theie unwieldy machines, 
they prerent the advantage which might be derived 
from the horfes in afandy country, fuch as the eaftern 
and weftern parts of the Delta, where the Egyptian^ 
encountered fo many defeats. 

It is generally believed that the Egyptians wore no 
]9ielmet, and this error has originated from a (lory 
related by Herodotus. He pretends to have obferved 
near Pelufium, that the heads of the Perfians feat- 
tered on an, ancient field of battle were much fofter 
;than thofc of the Egyptians, who fliaved their hair, 
and neyer, according to hiiyi, wore any head-drefs. 
put they certainly had helmets of brafs, and cuiraQp^ 
made of flax, like that of Pharaoh Amqfisj ^^ich 
created admiration in all thofe who faw f^em at 
Samos, and at Lindus in the ifland of I^|^4^> where 
jthe moft beautiful was confecrated tfi Minerva. This 
armor, defcnbed by Herodof^jij^ was remarkable 
for iu te^^ture, where eacli thread, was cbmpofed of 
three hundred and fixty.|iy^ other^^ in alkifion to thQ 
indefinite year ; fgj? th^ Egyptians could never r^fyi^n 
from their allegories, even where they were altoge- 
'' ' T 4 ' ^ ' the?: 
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rh« irti^)f6pfeT. Akhbtt^ It)hfcr«te« liWtbAittA tfte 
tg^ptian coinflfesr kthotrg Ifrt Atbenfcm nfflhia, yet 
Paufanias had reafon in rejefting them as iffefeftfve, 
becauft, febxfrevtt- dtfeAii^l &gkiirfl £*•(*&, ot ftones 
thfO'^rn fri^m thipy they ^oflld tidt refift i p0i<i«i| 
u%aptjn. fefidi^ dfriis, cdtory, afnd ififttumerite ctf* 
ihVifii, tfhfe fttrthidiiWfc E^fe^rft of Egypt, in ^ their 
ei^pfedltt(5il^, lOirtt^-j^oVi'dai >^itti Jiiiwnberof Wris 
6f prdy, ahi J)Hh6it5a^lyiruatili^, fbt thfcpWpdfeiDf 
aivinafibh. Om ApcAto Ip^dk^ df ftiis ttiftotn In 
feveral pal-ts 'b'f his tti*o^HhS ; «td it'fe »^9*f 
obferved at tliis day by ^thfe JS/Sr/i^f antl J?ar)r«f <tf liiffia, 
vrhp iievfer give b^aittle^eh thfeyttlttiti^la^pear^tiea 
and quiet. The generals ftioft ptobably h?iveaf«*a 
of givifag thietti YcJrathy, \irhen4t ^nfWtn ^^k pur- 
pofe, by mean^ of opiiim ; and the iBfetrattoes i-en*. 
Her their liorfes fo itopetiibte byilh^etrfeofthaltfrcg, 
that they are allinoft ht^fiftible. The lE^tiahs "sttt 
laid to have had alfo si very iaumferdils datalry 4fl&^ 
i^endent oY their aritied chariots, thelSgutle df ^hich i$ 
feen fculptured on Tome oif thie mdntrmettfs of Thfebais, 
^ut Ijy reflefting on the f^guter oveffloxving'df ^hte 
^ile, it is eaCy^tb conceive ftistt the hurtibtir bf hotf^ 
could never have bednVefylgtestt atobiig fhc^gyptiaiis, 
T)ecaufe thdy coiiia ohtybe'ethplofyed'^hefe IheritfetVa^ 
Vitliin itsljed. ThTs Incronlrfenifence alone, withoiit 
mentioning t'he canals and dik^es ^cotmtci^ aff 
every ftep, muft liaVe 'di%dfted them^fh t:jfvaliy^ 
'and the 'force of their ai'thies ir^ally^ctiilfittiea iti in- 
^faiitfy, as we areldldtyvjEOTdphtm, 

What 
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What aathors hsrve :^ntten caMeming SefoArW 
ponlains h inaay coDtrftdifUcCas, tfaat we moil coa* 
clttde thef Gpokc at raodxHa. Some prelend that hit 
whole H£e was ^pent idtiimd^yoiiring to eoertate tha 
iniUtaxy fpirit pf the Egyptiao^ 1^ encouraging ff- 
hmimcjf becaufe he h^ped by chat iDeans to prevent 
thofe reFolts fo freqnent and fatal aiQong the mslitia 
icrf the? Eaft Other hiftorians, fuch as Ariftorfe^ 
a£^t th^t> OQ the contrary, he improyed the art of 
witr> and gave additional force to difcipUne. Soldiers 
in that country were accuftomed to be governed by 
fhc point of honor, rather than through fear of pu* 
iUhment t they became infamous from difobedienc^ 
Co their chiefs ; md nothing but extraor^nary proofs 
of bravery could retrieve their charaSer. The 
^Egyptian army, however, had little to boaft of its 
expedition tp Jerulakm ; for it was no difficult mat- 
ter Cd Icduce a pitiful race of men^ who. were van- 
guiihed by the grcateft part of thofe who chofe to at- 
tack them. 

The Catafires ami Herm^tybes have been accufed of 
f:owardiCe in aftions, where in reality -they were not 
(>r)^nt. According to our opinion, all the national 
miHtia retired into Ethiopa in the reign of Pfamme- 
ffchus, and never fought more under the Pharaohs ^. 
Thus they could not have affifted at the fiege of 
A\&oi% which, as Herodotus fay^ kited twenty-nine 
years^ and tiever iance the world exified, continues; 

* Some autiiors iBake the numter of foldiers who retired tp 
Ethiopia amount to two hundred thonrand. put fuppofing only 
$hc half of that number, it follows thftt all ^he»acion^ militia 
Ito^lp^dted* 

he. 
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be, did any place hold out fo long ; for iht foreign 
troops in the pay of the kings of Egypt refufed fo 
aflault the town. It is difficult to fay what the Cah-' 
Jires and Hermotybes would have done on tfiat occa«- 
fion ; but they lived then peaceably in Ethiopia, and 
bad no part in either the battle with Cambyfes, or 
any future operations. That prince^ ,at the fi^e of 
Pelttfium, is faid to have formed a line of iacred- 
animals before his troops; and by that means the 
Egyptians were prevented fixwn throwing a finglet 
dart. But that ftratagem is a mere fable. In ih^ 
firft place, Pelufium did not require to be befieged 
by CamKyfes, for it furrendered at his approach^ ithd 
next, it ihould be obferved that the mercenary troops 
of Caria, Ionia, and Libya, who were then oppofed to 
the Perfians, would have troubled . tbemftlves very 
little about animals, not at all connected with their 
own religion. Thus we find the whole (lory to be 
the invention of fome writer ignorant of hiftoryy 
who believed .^hat the ancient Cola/ires and Hermo^ 
lybes were ftill in Egypt, when that coimtry was liib- 
dued by the iotCoi Gyrus. 

In China, the left fide has always been considered 
as the pofl of honor ; but the right h«d the preference 
m Egypt. Pharaoh Pfammeticbus^ who vidated at 
once all laws and ufages, formed the right wing of 
his army with the foreign troops, and aifigned the 
left for the Calajires and Hermotybes. Thofc unfor* 
tunate people, coi^fidering themfelvcs difhonored by 
the unjuft preference given to faraiflied Greeks and 
faithlefs mercenaries, abandoned Egypt j although 
the inhabitants of that country were never jccuf- 

(omed 
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tomed to tsimgratej as we team from Clemens of 
Alexandria *. 

Herodotus, fpeaking of this retreat of, the Egyp, 
tian foldiersy does not agree cxa£Hy with Diodorus, 
ijrho attributes their difcontent enti^ly to the afiront 
they had received. The former pretends tSat they 
bad been left during three years in the garrtfon of 
Thebais by P/ammefichus^ who would not allow them 
to JeaTe thofe quarters ; but his account ieems im- 
probable, and he has befides been notbrioufly de- 
ceived, when he places the eftabliihment they formed 
& far in the interior part of Ethiopia. It fe^ms al- 
moGi certain that they fettled on the banks of the 
jljialforasf s^d opened a paflage for the water of that 
jriver into the Red Sea. This artificial drain is not (aid 
to have afieCted the water of the Nile, becaufe the di« 
minution was, perhaps, too ihconfiderable to be per- 
ceived. 

-The proje£k of turning the Nile into the Red Sea^ 
and of rendering Egypt nninhabitable, does »ot feem 
ta have been unknown to the ancients. This is tlic 
Opinion of Mr. Maas, that truly learned and eftimable 
author, who has produced the beft work nowe:^tant on 
the geography of Paleftine. Claudian, who was 
bom in Egypt, gives us fome notion of the poffibi- 
lity of changing the courfe of the Nile ; but ncKhing 
of the kind was attempted imtil the tentfi century; 
find what is related on that occafion appears to me 
as fabulous. Elmacin and Father Lallier aiTert that, 
pnder the kalifship of Mz/>j/?^z^r^ the water was com- 
pletely turned away from Egypt by dikes and fluices, 

* Stromat. p. 354. 

and 
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and dio iBJiabitaBU hrngm to imr % fJMjUM. M the 
patriarchs of Alexandria are the real metropolitans g§ 
Ethiopia, where they ar9 reprcfiant^ ky w ^Inmap 
Michaol the third vaa pr«¥|ikd upon tq v&xry p«9^ 
(tmtt to tht Sthi^ajiSy aad he fucc^&d$d m X^xnM^ 
the worl^ deftroyed. 

It b not'cafy to conceive hofw the EthiopiaQi ecuki 
haw been at that tioid fufficieatly veiie^i in the avtsto 
execute fuch imdertakinga. Toward^ thi^ year tam 
thoufwd five hundred and twenty rfive, Etmui De^JM^ 
who was emperor of Ethiopia, fisnt am amba£i4or to 
^fbon, requeuing the king of Portugal to^ affift him 
with a number of European pioneers and archite£ls,£E>r 
idle purpofe of preventing aay water from d^cesdii^ 
into Egypt. This monarch pretended thi^ one of bi$ 
predeceffors, called Lalibala My I^idolph, had ^ndea* 
voured to execute the fame prc^^ by opening a canal 
oppofite Suakem. That place is about an hundred 
miles diflant from the Nile, according to the Portu^ 
guefe, who were incapable of accoQipIifliing the in* 
tended objefl \ and we know that theyxiid not ev^i make 
a be^nning. In the year one thoufand feven faimdrod 
and fix, 3>>&//«iW0tt^, calling himfelf ^ag of Abyffinia, 
threatened the pacha of Cairo with deftroymg £gypt 
by drying up the Nile *. But it wa^ ^gfier for an 
^byfiinian tQ fpeak ip this manner to ^ Tiuk> thaQ 
to execute any projed of that Aature. 

It is not at Suakem, as the PortugueTe beMeved, 
but more to the feuth, in the eighteenth degree, tha^ 
the {urface of the country begins tp fcur m a continual 

^ Continuation of Lobo's Voyage, 

defceqt 
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defee&t to thg Very fiu>re ef the Red Sea. At that 

^l«ee th€ water tf the Jf^^iU^arms^ or T0fcaae^ might 

feeprcToAted from Mlk)^ kit^ the Nik, and even 

tB«!t riv^ itfdf tf re(S:ed towards the e^rfl, kiflead ^f 

fiowiiig^ i^Hhwards, a$ at prefent. This, however, 

Kroiild require J>r©digi0H« iafeor> and the profit 

tirSkig liftnn it ^tmld fi^v€t "coiBpeafate for the ex- 

|ygiiee. fieftde^ tfat Etlliopidiis woold gain notiniig 

by Tutfiihg Egf pt ) and if their eia^d wa« onlytio 

liuveti Gomtmmieiitioa with the Arabian ^i4ph^' it 

Trt%ht be eflfefted by repairing the canal fcffmerly 

opened by the Egyptian defertel^. That ^ut nwift 

noi¥ be «htii^y di^, b^aufib it h «*ot -marisied 

fiowh by Niebtihp, a&d the pofitiola ^aa d'Aiiville's 

liiap t6 altoge^er Ideal. 

Ethiopia tind -i^gy^ ieldeAn fortned ^A^Aeoimmi 
but if thefe two countries were fubjefl t^ one'^pfeoe, 
hh in%ht Succeed ^ teeans €f 4ikes ^ftid flwices 
to TaHe the V^t -ana^iaHy -to 4he esad height nedie£< 
^bcy for inundating the wtifbk ^oH»tl^ liv:»a;%«ne «o 
*ihe Mcdt(ferran«an. By ^otte&ieg 4he*^rjein.w4Uter 
^aM&iTcd ^ ttt the faais :of -Abyffiftia^ refervpirs 
HHght bfe formed for ^ficip^kig^g^ at XviH. -Some- 
irifln^ of f^he kited ^^ itid^d, ?£iid^ -have 4»adH ^^ 
ttftnirt^'by lfec%iK!fentfe ; 4>oet«fo f«r4nlthe i»i€«4or^l 
^dOrica ^btoe rzv^ lafc found ^eotiimtiniea'tin^ ^^ 
>dach Hither by kMtA formed fepaMtely 4)y •hUfiMui 
ttrt^; iim'iio.peffon^eaii^lilipbfo-^ba^ £^ f!^hpi«k)d^ 
was ever foi^ied ^ the -j^^ian.s who, ^>erh^9 
^idfever xonceired 4t 'to 4)e i^raOieabie. The fpriefts 
knew nearly eve^ thiqg to be acquired concerning 

the 
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the caufes of the overflowing of the Nile, whibk fiwy 
explained in a very fatisfadory tnanttr to Eudozus ^« 
But, with regard ta the fource of Aat mer, they 
rithet placed h too far towards the fouth, or fuppofed 
that, properly fpeaking^ . no fuch fpot exHled; This 
ophuon, indeed, feems mod probable ; for in all ap- 
pearance a number of fmall brooks are foimed in 
diflFerent patts fome days after the nun beg^ to fall 
in the torrid zone. The fource of the river may, 
therefore, be found ibmetimes in one valley, and 
fometimefr in another, accoi^dingly as the wind drives 
the clouds, or as they are attraded to fome parti- 
cular mountsua. Thus the Nile probably or^aates^ 
at certain periods ia yery diftant provinces; -but it 
cannot poiUbly proceed from the heights of the 
auftral hemifphere, as the priefts feem to have. fup» 
pofed. # 

What has been fiud may fufiice to give a- tolerable 
idea of the internal government of ancient Egypt; 
but long difcuilions would be' neceflary to indicate 
the poHc^ oblerved towards other nations. This: 
conduct feems to have been little underftbod by^the 
Egyptians in general, and w« may cite as an ex* 
ample the unpardonable fault of jdf;7r^, who negle^ed 
^to form. a feCTet treaty with the Arabs^ when the 
power of Cyrus began to make Alia tremble; . The 
ancients themfelves have obferved, that, if the 
Egyptians had adq>ted this precaution, the army: of 
Cambyfes would never have penetrated evdn as far as 
the ifthmus of Suez. Pfammetichus was guHty of a 

•••4 * 

♦ HutarchittflacitiffPhilofoph. IS}.!^" "^ "" : ^ 

ftifl 
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Mt mbre endiihdus imprudence in committing the 
defence of Egypt to foreign troops, and cftabliflung 
xolonies there cbmpofed of the dregs of different 
nations. The coaft of the Mediterranean might 
have remained free to the commerce of Greece } but 
the Greeks themfelVes fhould never have been ad- 
mitted as fettlers in the cantons of the D^ka. The 
'Egyptians had akeady in their country too many 
foreign colomfts, who were allowed to live in bo- 
idies according to their particular laws ; and this is 
contrary to all rules of policy. One of thefe to* 
cieties, compofed folely of Phenicians, poSsSkd a 
confiderable part of Memphis ; a band of iUabs were 
fedentary at Goptus ; and the inroadtof the Bedouins 
could not always be prevented^ as we find by the ton* 
trad eftablifiied between them and the I^yptians^ as 
^ell as by the gteat nkleh wall coafirirded by Se« 
foftris. The Arabs of Goptus carried on a kind of 
trafSc, iand fent fome wares as far as the town called 
Arabia Felix^ which certainly was not a country, as 
"the author of the P^riplus of the Erythrean Se"a has 
^fferted in a very pofitive manner* Thus, when the 
Ptolemies opened a direfl intercourfe with India, 
Arabia Felix difappeared, and the place, where it 
formerly ftood^ was levelled entirely by the Romaf s. 
The Ethiopians had an eftabliflimem in higher Egypt j 
and the weftern Africans^ who^ in tny opinion, com* 
pofed the detcjled tribe^ lived in hordes towards the 
Racotis^ and on the fpot where Alexandria was af- 
terwards founded. . The Jew& were fixed in the 
neighbourhood of the little city of Hercules, which 

we 
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^0^ takt to be jivMris'^ hut ibinex>f the learned loo^ 
lot Xhit iSbwti ta Arabia Peixea, cowards a place wbei^ 
Mtay ^;fptuut moncinvHits ha^ been difeovered^^ 
We do fkoft taclude the Babflonha fettleinent below 
liemphb^ bisCMife k wm& U9t formed .appareatly ^uuH 
4tfkr the ifivafioat»f Cafift^'fes ; and thcfe;, ^»ho vfcrt 
ttkien Sbr .Bafc^omam^ feem rachst te baiv^ been Per- 
fiaais^ wbo hiid ia that ^laee the oal^ Py^a <ev;er &efi 
ift Egypt. Dhe ftndient€ baVe befides 'i&entieaed it 
iroop of 6igmTe Trojans, 'witi&aL tUt £gy^ian^,iis« 
-ctfiv^tBkearifet andf^aced themiMar lii^ ^reut^^^i^ 
)ritfs to the aft ward of the Nile.; but the ftor^f ^of 
!dMfe ^iTEfeenddd IVojas^ >feeffiis &t>ttU>u&, und fooie 
^0tber Tifce 'of undn ^were ineaiK> whefe ihiAory is tcor 
^<i{tfcttife to tidmH of eluctd^Hoa. 

Bsfides ihefe ibangi^ alveadiy^ itkemioned^ 4oxac 
Cariah&^aod flMudns^were ibund id ^gypt? ^ho at 
;£tR ipd&SkA f&mt hads neiar ihe ^elufian i)ratu:h j^( 
^t :Nite» labtHidonQd ««& ^Gjbalrly 4;^ the Cahfi^s 
mn/dtHstmeiiyim. ^bey •wei^ lafter^K^rds introdux^ed' 
<t0 gartiftm-tbe ^dapital', Avbere fh&y ^remained coa-^ 
^aistly^ iuit(}l ' dirperfed>b!y''Gsittib^&^ l^e ^Bhai^aobs 

• They pretend tliae -r^^rm is the faime X&9fn as Ptokmaiaf. 

Stephaniw/and the Catalogue Jt"Brfho|)ric8, place it in Afabfa, 

Mrith the name of Jvara^ which is called Jfvothai m fee Neike vf 

'^ihe^¥npifeipnxstc6. atBafil in ijjaj-^srhere tbc-ttxtiflTOore corrta 

'ttttttt'itt^iryotli^r. Tbdt opinion, however, ir^tandedmer^ly^n 

^lite T«efbnWa»ce of the tAmt ; and a dwufand examples prove 

*tkat^Jo£ephQ8 committed enormous faults relative to the geogra- 

.phy of Egypt. In my idea he has confounded the Bubaftic canal 

with the Tanitic mouth of the Nile ; and this coiifufion lias ^*c- 

^iftlt^a J!iisaris' fnftn beings found in S^ircn. 

had 
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had employed that body of milida in many expedi- 
tions ; and it may be fuppofed they alfo took into 
pay the Phenicians v/ho inhabited Memphis, whed 
they undertook to form a navy. Nothing of the 
kind, however, was attempted previous to the reign 
of Pfammetichus, who, according to fdmc'xhrono- 
iogifts, did not afcend the throne until tl^ year fix 
hundred and feventy- three before our prefSmt era. 
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SECT. X- 

ON THE GOVERNMENT OP THE CHINESE, 

AS the ScytKi»i8 imm tft all limes wftleTi ^nd 
^(Deiftiesuo peace, the fifft diidi, cho^ li^ 
the ta mm to iCoaduA t^]u>idtt) leddMn*mfiIy 
from one military expedition to another. Conftantly 
at war, they had continual occafion for caciques or 
captains, who afterwards became independent, and 
tranfmitted the fovereignty to. their children, or ap- 
pointed fucceflbrs, without confulting the people. 
This is the rea<pn why the Chinefe were never feen 
proceeding in a body to eleft an emperor, even when 
the imperial family in the male line became extind^ 
and to the fame caufe (hould be attributed the want 
of power in the legiflature of China to regulate the 
order of fucceffion in the reigning dynafty. Yet a 
more effential ftep could not have been taken to flop 
the firfl progrefs of that defpotifm, which continued 
to augment until the reign of Schi-cbtuzn-di. 

That prince diflipated the very fhadow of the an- 
cient feudal government, by uniting all the provinces 
under his immediate authority. Previous to this 
event, China was divided into a great number of 
petty ftates, fome of which had very wifj^r^uladons; 
and many of their laws were afterwards new^^modeUed, 
and incorporated in the general conftitution of tjie 
empire. Among the independent fpvereigns, fome 
were found ti]^ly refpedable, who loved and pradifed 

virtue: 
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Virtue : they thcmght ho peopk more worth jr of tfefeir 
prdtt^iofi than men of karning^ who^ finding it xhkit 
impoHiUe ^ diftingmfh themfelv^ss in tettt id^ehcJty 
endeavdiir^d to Mtie in works of morality^ which d** 
pended le(s on aeqairtcJ kndwledge. Gonfticius in ; 
this manner obtained great imputation in the litde 
yngdbrifi of Lon^ whtre h^ b^urn^ primly miniften 
If fco«i agtttn ^t the prefent day^ h« would not piethdpft 
be aMe fo attain the rank of a mandarin oif th6 ninth 
ckfs ; for the devatien of a man betomes more the 
efffea of chahce in proportion as (Ierp6tifm inefeafes. 
If China* had not been divided into fo many different 
dates, it would never have become what it noW is. 
The emperors. Who fucceeded ^chi-chuan-di^ tttruftcd 
the firit dignities arid the government ^f the provihce$ 
almoft entirely to eunuchs, incapable of conceiving 
or escecutittg aiiy gfeat piroje^l. They muft pn^bably 
have ftfli continued m thofe employments, had not 
the Tartars expelled Ithem, after having flken ikivln*. 
tage of their treafon to invade the empire : every thirig 
was in fuch diforder^ that formidable bjmds of robbers 
pilbged the provinces ; and Pe-kin could ndt refift 
their attacks, akhough defencfed by a garrifon of 
fixty thbufend men. Yet the Mogub fourid the dif* 
trefs of that countty ftifl grealtet in the f hirteferiitft den* 
tury, when Ko^ki Kan employed the greaittifl ^eat 
to reftore «ra»«juiHlty and good ordfeJ?. He n6t only 
Impaired' ihj^ towns Which the Chinefe had fo ill de* 
fended agswnft the gene^als^ of Gengh Kan^ butl he- 
likewife built many others, beddes Pe-kin, where he 
fixed the feat of empire, fe-om politix;al* motives fuffi- 

u a ciently 
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ciendy juftified by events. That prince, indeed, had 
a Chinefe preceptor from his earlieft years; but, hav- 
ing attained manhood, he faw clearly that, without 
the aid of foreign artifU and fdentific men, it was im- 
poflible to execute any ufeful projed ; and the Man- 
dhuis made exactly the fame obfervations. 

China is more governed by pol'cc than by laws ; 
and, unlefs an abfolute authority were vefted in the 
deputies of the fovereign, fo vaft a country could 
never be held under the fubjeftion of one perfon* 
Yet, by means of abfolute authority, the Tartar?, 
who could fcarcely read or write when they conquered 
China, have governed better there than the Chinefe 
themfelves, who had only their own country to 
regulate, while the Mandhuis have, befides, to main- 
tain their fway in the two Tartaries, 
, The two chief fprings of this government are the 
whip and the cudgel ; and neither Chinefe nor Tartar 
can be fecure againft this difcipline. Th€ emperor^ 
fays Father du Halde, fometlmes orders a few boftina^ 
does to perfons of great rank and c&nfequehce^ and after^ 
wards treats them as if nothing had happened*. This 
is the conduQ; of all the defpots of Afia without ex- 
ception : their fubjedfe may be ill ufed in a thoufand 
different ways ; but fuch flaves can never be difho- 
nored, becaufe that is contrary to the nature of things. 

Whenever a general makes his appearance, all the 
foldicrs fall on their knees, either' in the camp or on 
the parade ; And men of that difpofition can never be 

• I>efcription of China, voL ii. 

robbed 
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robbed of their honor. Yet the Chinefe imagine, 
that their form of government was modelled on pa- 
ternal authority; but they could never have har- 
boured this idea, if their mioralifts had been able to 
determine how far paternal authority (hould extend. 
Thofe, who were accuftomed to defpotifm in each 
family, could not be furprifed to find it in the ftate; 
and the princes took advantage of this difpofition to 
introduce a fervile fubmiffion, very different from 
political fubordination. Thus the fecret of govern- 
nient confifts chiefly in promoting a falfe morality, 
and refraining from whatever mij,ht tend to limit the 
power of fathers over their children. In Perfia and 
Turkey, no parent can fell his fon, becaufe fuch bar- 
gains are declared illegal j and if recourfe were had 
there to the Juftinian code, which is faithfully tranf- 
lated into Arabic, to fandion this abufe, the cadis 
would then judge according to the canonical law ; for 
they only employ the Roman procedure in cafes where 
the texts and gloffaries of the Koran are indecifive. 
In China, on the cantrary, the validity of fuch con- 
tracts has never been difputed, becaufe they are known 
to be legal ; and the magiftrates would exert the exe- 
cutive power to feize a child, who had taken refuge 
with his uncle, after being fold by his father. 

Thofe people muft be very ill informed, who main- 
tain in Europe, that the political conllitution of China 
is not defpotic. They tell us in vain of judiciary tri- 
bunals being eflablifhed there ; for that is likewife the 
ca& in all the abfolute ftates of Afia. It can never 
be fuppofed that one man could decide all th^ po|iteft$ 

u 3 arifing 
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arifing ia a country as exteafive as tke whole of 
Europe, 

The governors of the fnuilleft places hate thcJ right 
fipent-fe; that is to fay, they can beat all the <jitizeri$ 
tvith impunity. All the t/bng-touy or vic^oys, pof- 
feh the power of life and death, without requiring to^ 
have decrees figned by the emperor, or infpefted by 
any fuperior ttibunal i and they frequently order im- 
vacate execution) without the fnlaUeft formality of 
juftice. Their inftru&ioni point out a number of 
iituatione when immediate death may be inflided cm 
criminals * ; and it is precifely from havil^^ fpecified 
certain cafesi that none are excepted^ The ifot^g^tM 
can eafily convid the dead of confpiracy, revolt, and 
treafon, which admits of fo much variety i^ China. 
The judges do not <^otidu£t their criminal proceedinga 
according to tl^ planner adopted in the moft poUihed 
countries of Europe ; otherwife, the afts of procedure 
wouU) be feiit to Pe-ldn* ©ut they fawl nothing 
i»dre thatt th? f(?ntettce, contained in three or^ fou? 
liaes^ like that of the sufiioQariea who were ftTangle4 
in the province of Nari-ftin. 

Under the Chinefe govemBoent the rapiperore 
fearcely eter quitted thei^ pala<:e: when they did go 
put, a kind of Mm-me was miade» as in Feriid, «id 
any pcrfcm who looked at them wfaan pa0ing incurred 
deith. All the defpots of the Eaft ihut themftlyes op 
in the fanie manner ; and it would be. Impoflihfe to 
defcribe the evils i^oduced by this fatal cuftom wt fo 

* «* The emperor empofv^ers the tjon^-tau^ and cveti the ticerox, 
to ibflid in(l»ht death eia cFuninats.^ Defcript* of C&i&a. 

many 
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ma»y |pArt& of A^3. The €t)mafe were the only 
people who endeavoured to find a^ remedy by. feadiag 
vigors iatp the piicmacef to exsi^ne the cqadud. of 
the viceroya'and t/jmg^tom* But^ whea thofe gojvero^ 
c^ v/iu^ eunujchs^, it was ^ecefi^' to win^ af thei^ 
exjv£Uou8, be^^fe the ei^p^o^ inhesited th^ir* fop- 
tunes. This mfamous cuftom dt%4jiAed the Tart^r^ \ 
2f^^ difdaiivx^ to^be th^ h|qir& o( n^^^ed: w^ches^, 
ajt tl^ expence G^ the fieopk;^ th/ey appo^ltpd men ta 
govern the proyin^s. 

The en^erooia of ^e prfccdijag d|yna%had^ eg^^ifif- 
cated in<any land^ pp&iSon^^ an^ ^hen ujui^dv ^^ 
thd;r dojwaiBiPj tl^ey were l?£t uacuji^vated, Thofe 
eflatea b^qupoefq veiry cfxtenfive^ that th^. Tartars, did 
not deprive the CJtuAcfe of a fio^k (oqt of l^d af the 
cpnquefl j for thety found a fufficien^jr ^o mske, a de* 
cei^ ejIb^^npLent fcyr es^ch of their fpldicra in the: dif« 
ferent appei^dage^. Their troops, ranged u^d^r ^i^ht. 
banners, amounted altog^her to about f$tyenty*^y:e 
qr eighty t^pufand mei^, exclufiyeof womeAsiChildre^, 
^d Mandhuis, who came fropp, Tatta^^, whe^, tl|^ 
conqueft was effedled, and risiqeived* lands like the 
reft. 

The ^pneof trlbi^ is very improj^^ily^yep, in 
f$>me relatipnsi to icertai9 ofl^qes at F^-kifi, efta- 
bliihed fqr the f^perii^f eiiflinig of the particular affairs 
^f thf prii^c^ Tl^ ptjsten^c^ ^^^!^'f^^ R^ bifildiiigs is 
fUfre^y for the in^cftipn of tjie furniturg pf th^ 
p?i?^ce, tl^ paaftuf^dijrw poffeflfed iipji^ecif ^^t^jy \y. the 
emperor, and vhtteyer ^jrork? ^e way l?p d?fif oijs of 
h?fywig ,cqn^ru^d. Spdi in^^t^tJons sire fpvnd in 

u 4 * an 
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^U the abfolute dates of Afia, and they are calkd def- 
ters, or chambers, at Conftantinople and Ifpahan. 

The tribunal of mathematics never had that name, 
except in the relations of the Jefuits. It was a^ col- 
lege under the Chinefe government, appointed not 
only to compofe almanacs, but to determine, accord- 
ing to certain principles of judicial aflrology, the days 
when the fovereign could devote himfelf to diflferent 
affairs. The precifc time was alfo fuperflhioufly 
fixed for the ceremony of his ploughing, according, 
to the inftitution of Ven-ti. Thus we fee nearly the fame 
etiquette obferved at the court of China as in Perfia, 
where the penfioned aftrologers regulated the aQions 
of the emperor, with this difference, that the time for 
him to eat with the laborers, clothed like a peafant, 
was determined by the magi, and not by the aftrologers. 

The ancient Chinefe gave the name of the iky, the 
eardi, and the four feafons, to the fix great colleges 
of the court. To that called autumn all criminal 
affairs are now addreffed; and, therefore, it ftiould 
be confidered as a real tribunal, very different from 
the offices of fuperintendency. 

Nothing in the whole jurifprudence of. the Chinefe 
is more fhocking, than the cuftom borrowed from the 
Scythians, of punifliing the reLtions of a criminal to 
the ninth degree, although their innocence was noto- 
rious. The hufband, in the firft J)lace, is refponfible 
for the aftions oif his wife and children. At the death 
of the father, the eldeft fon muft anfwer for the con- 
dud of his younger brothers : and they are all alike 
'dragged to punifliment, and involved in the feme dif- 
• ' grace, 
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grace, while their fifters are reduced to flavcry with* 
out mercy. 

On my firft arrival at Pe-kin, fays Father Amiot, 
that rigor appeared to me extreme ; but when I 
obferved afterwards, continues he, that the Chinefe 
cannot be induced to aft unlefs frbm fear or interefl., 
I began to confider this feverity as reafonable and ne- 
ceffary *. But the difference is very great between 
(peaking according to the principles of a defpotic go- 
vernment, and thofe of equity and natural right, con- 
cerning which Father Amiot was very indifferent;' 
becaufe he belonged to a fociety where obedience had 
too much degenerated into a blind fubmiffion. 

Innocence (hould in no cafe be puniflied from any 
motive whatever ; and to alfege neceflity, inftead of 
juftice, is renewing an ancient maxim of tyranny, 
which has made mankind fliudder in all the ftates of 
Europe. What is neceffary for the defpot may not be 
, fo for the people. That fervile fear, vihich direfls 
the aftions of the Chinefe, is a confequence of their 
inftitutions ; and who indeed could refrain from 
trembling in a country where innocence itfelf is not 
in fafety ? 

The emperor Vm-fi propofed to abrogate the law 
which punifiies a whole family for the particular fault 
of one of its members. On this he was told, If you 
wifli to reign over men, annul this inftitution ; but it 
is neceffary to keep your fubjefts in flavery: — and this 
fatal maxim, confequsntly, has been preferved unim- 
paired till the prefent moment. 

• CWoefc ArtofWaf. 

-^ncient 
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Andwt philofophers pretended^ tb^t^ a((;€^ing to 
rigid right, the defcendants of a criminal, juftly pii* 
niihed, fhould not be involved in his difgrace Plato ad- 
mits only one cafe as an exception to tho general rule. 
When the great-grandfather, the grandfather, and 
the father of a man, fays he, bavefuffered death, aft^r 
being fuccefiively convided of a great aime ; tbut 
perfon, he adds, {hould be coniidqred ^ iqiiimQiK!r 
and incapable of exercifmg any employ in the repub- 
lic ; becaufe the race was evidently perv^rie, whea^ \% 
could not be corrected by three fu^qe^ive pni^iftme^^ 
and the lapfe of four generations. W^ lIMg^t be led 
to fpeak more ferioufly of this cafe iioagiaed by P}al9» 
were it not fo extraordinary, that, p^haps, no fx« 
ample of the kind has ever occurred fiace the origin of 
political focieties. 

If it was an injudice, according to the opiliipn of 
philofophers, to mark thofe with infiimy who were 
not culpable, we may conceive the barbarity or atro- 
city of putting them to death. Wbea a whojft Chinefe 
family bebame extind under tiie hands of the <eii^M* 
tioner, the emperor confifcaled their pi^^fleflionas and 
the perfons of the females related to the re^l i»r fiip* 
pofed criminals were fcM lor his puflicular profit. 
Nearly the ferae cuftom was ofefcrved amppg t|i<5 Seyr 
thians mentioned by Ho'odotus ; hujt aU niy p^feplxh^ 
have not been able to alcertain, whe|)i(eir pr 99^ k 
had lik^wife been adopted by the indippfadent fove* 
reigns of China, who fu^ceeded the pefty k9^h ll»f 
continual wars of the lacter prevented them ffp^i in»* 
proving the laws, and regelating tl^e ftate, like the 
I indc'"^ 
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independent fovermgns ; and Confucius^ if all we have 
heard concerning him be true^ would not, in all pro- 
bability, tuive allowed a whole family of the king- 
dom of Lon to be condemned for the fault of an 
andividual. 

No nation o£ Afia ever exercifed a torture compar- 
able to that of the Cbinefe^ who tear the ikin and 
fieih in ftripes from the body of the accufed, until he 
confefles a crime of which, perhaps, he is innocent. 
As different kinds of mutilations were formerly prac- 
tifed in China, fome judges reprefented to the emperor 
Vifh-ii^ that thofe who had their legs amputated below 
the inflesdon of the knee frequently perifhed in the 
operation, and even the furvivors fuffered more than 
death. That prince, who merited praife,' had he not 
been filly enough to fwallow the drink of immortality, 
aboliihed all ki^^s of disfigurements by an edid:, 
which remained in force^ lik^ the grater part iflued 
there, during the life of the firatner, Afterwards, it 
became cufto^iary to imprint bI$K:k characters 0)1 the 
^(%, as well 4s to* cut off the nofe; and to tbi« th^ 
Chinefe owe tbeir e)cpertnefs in making artificial 
ftofes, ^n4 applying theiA fo at to create a >erfe^ de- 
^eptkm. 3uch ftigmas are eafily efi^ced emirely^ 
idthough inflifled with a billing iron^ xsr by pricking 
the epidertfi. It h not from being in pjun about their 
hoitor, that the thfeVcs are anxious to make thefe 
mafrke difei^ar ; butbecaufe they render the jW'ac, 
lice of their villany more difficult. In other places, 
fays Father Trigault, garrifons are placed in towns to 
(defend them againft foreign enemies j in China, they 

are 
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arc mtcnded to proreft the towns from robbers. AH 
travellers, however, confefs that the danger h ftill 
greater by day than during the night. The Tartars 
endeavour as much as poffible to obferve a fevcre dif- 
cipline ; and a fingle Mandhui condu^s a thoufand 
Chinefe with a whip, in the fame manner that a janif. 
lary governs as many Greeks with a cudgel. 

Mr. Porter, who has beftowed fo much praife on 
the police of the Turks *, fhould have perceived that 
the fame apparent order is obvious in all the cities of 
deTpotic ftates ; and it diminiffies in proportion to the 
diftance from the towns. Little fecurity can be found 
in the country, unlefs immediately under the protect- 
tion of fome of the members of the police; who, in 
arbitrary ftates, are always foldiers; becaufe the prince 
has no other fupport. 

Mr. Salmon affures us, that, according to the dc * 
cuments employed by him in compoling his Hiftory, 
not lefs than fifteen thoufand perfons are almoft con^ 
ftantly confined in the prifons of Canton f. But the 
criminals fhould be diftinguiflied in this calculation 
from thofe who are fliut up oiily for a few days. 

When the emperor Schi-cbuan-di united all the pro- 
vinces under his immediate control, he forbade the 
ufe of arms among the Chinefe, and would not even 
allow them to ppiTefs an arrow or a dart. This maxim 
encouraged the attempts of robbers, who were fure 
of finding the inhabitants of the country altogether 
defencelefs. It occafioned alfo many other regulations 

• ObfervatiQns on the Religion and Laws of the Turks, 
-|- Prefent State of China, vol i. 
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relative to cafi^ where blood was (hed ; becaufe, from 
fuch appearances^ the legiflator inferred the ufe of 
fome offenfive weapon. When the Chinefe fight among 
themfelves, each avoids carefully either tearing the 
clothes or piercing the Ikin of his antagonifl. The 
murderer is punifhed with death ; but he has always 
to languifh a confiderable time in prifon : for, except 
thofe cafes where the t/mg-tou and viceroys find it 
convenient to a£k irregularly, ail fentences of death 
mud be figned by the emperor. Some confider this 
formality as peculiar to China ; but it is pradifed in 
all the defpotic fts^tes of Afia, and principally in Perfia, 
as we learn from Chardin *• This cuftom is con- 
nefted with the cpnflitution of an abfolute govern- 
ment, where the laws have no power without the will 
of ihe prince, who, befides, confiders his fubjecls as 
a property ; and it is contrary to the efTence <rf fervi- 
tude, that a mafter (bould be deprived of a flave with- 
out his confent. 

Religious rites have had a very great influence, as 
we may well fuppofe, on the civil law of the Chinefe. 
The facrifices offered to the manes of their deceafed 
anceftors do not permit that a father fhould leave his 
whole poffeflions to aft only daughter : it is an axiom, 
that a woman cannot facrifice ; and, therefore, the 
teftator muft provide fome other perfon to perform the 
ceremony. Female children can never inherit any 

* •V In Perfia, the king alone can give fentence of death ; and 
when the diian-hequt at the court, or the magifl rates of the pro- 
vinces, find a man men'ting death, information is given to the 
king, who decides the fate of the criminal." Defcription of 
the Perfian Govenuneat, chap. xvii. 

thing 
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tWag when they hav€ brotfeen j for tile faw dtvidds all 
property equally among the males^y^hea^g fh«m wi& 
nothing more than the inainten^mce of th^ fifters 
until they marry ; and then no dowry is ever paid. 
Women are particularly iB treated in China by the 
legitetor, who has taken lefs pains to proidde for their 
fabfiftcnce than to inftire their ffavery, 

Diflferent kinds of fervitude ate feen among the 
Chihefe, exclufire of what refalts htnfk polygamy* 
As the Tartars were the imniediaie Haves of thdr kan, 
preriotrs to the conqueft of China, they contteue 
cxa&ly in the fame (late at prefem. This does hot 
proceed, as might be imagined, from any obligafions 
impofed open them by the idea of their holding lands 
through the liberality of the prince. They can fell 
fuch poflfeflions to one another, and no linger retain 
any right t6 the alienated lands, unlefi the transfer 
has been made to the Chinefe, who are obKged^ on 
receiving back the purchafe-money, to makd- reflitn- 
tion f>f the landed property, which wo<uM otherwife 
be gradually withdrawn entirely from the conquerors. 
The conduft of the Tartars m China is^ altogether 
extraordinary : they have effected, through prudence, 
what the greateft politicians would fcarcely have dared 
to attempt by artifice and cunning, Wbeiv Alexander 
forced the Macedonians to zSame the garl> of the Fbr« 
fiaiis, he proceeded igncM'antly, but not fa afafurdiy^ 
as the Moguls, who preferved their own drefs, and 
allowed that of the conquered to remain alfo« Thus 
one Tartar was known among a thouiknd Chinele« . 
The Maadhuis alone ad^ed pr^eriy. 

Some 
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Borne itc ftttts i» ChSna from their birth ; whild 
oifhersy -vrhb Hrert origihally ftte, have been fold 
rither ^th their own confent, or by force ; and thcif 
ddfcendants remain In bondage. Liberty is fo Kghtly 
treated, that a man can fell himfetf there at the pre- 
Tcnt day. The Chinefe are ignorant of that fpecies of 
flavery kno'vm in Greece and Egypt, where one whole 
nation is condemned to ferve another ; and which 
may be caikd HelotHm. Yet' this fate might have 
attended the Mogtils, had they been fubjngateid inftead 
of being expelled ; but, from .caufes difficult to be 
explained, they are again very powerful in China, 
and they increafe daily, as ^eli as the Mahometans* 
The latter have among them, a ^edes of ilarery lefs 
ihocking to natural right than all others: they 
rear fome of the children expofed on dunghills by the 
Chinefe, and fubjeift them, when grown up^ ta a 
very eafy yoke. 

Confifcation occasions numberkfs evils in China. 
It is however little known among the peafants, who 
areas remaxkable for their virtues, as the populace of, 
the towns are for their vices. They cannot be re- 
proached either with bad faith, roguery, infanticide, 
or debauchery ; for nothing equals their difcretion, 
fobriety, tod laborioufnefs. But they are cmlhed 
by continual ftatute-work, which is exafbed tvith 
great rigor in China, as well as throughout the 
whole of Alia. 

An edia of the trnperor Suen-fl exempts for fome 
time from public works thgfe who have loll ih^ir 
father or mother j for thefe unfortunate people, fays 

he. 
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he, (hould be allowed to rdmburfc themfelves for the 
expences of this burial. This i^as ind^ a trifling 
remedy for a very great evil. As the greater part of the 
Chinefe peafants have neither oxen nor hprfes, they 
cultivate with their hands alone the portions of land 
they rent from the great proprietors*. To labor 
for the fovereign is ruinous to thofe people for two 
reafons : they lofe, as the eniperor Sf^^;?'/i obferves, a 
great deal of precious time, and their ftrength is ex- 
fa aufted by being forced to fupply the place of cattle. 
J obferved^ fays Nieuhof, when paiCng from Canton 
to Pe-kin, that the Chinefe peafants were frequently 
forced by ftripes to draw the veficl which conveyed the 
Dutch ambafladoT, although he begged the conduft- 
ors to fliow more moderation. This is the fituation 
of thofe people, who form the moft refpedable part of 
the empire ; and it is a melancholy circumftance that 
their habitations, when far diftant from towns, can- 
not be proteSed againft thieves and vagabonds. 

On advancing towards the centre of the provinces, 
fewer appearances of labor are feen, and the villages 
dirninifli in number. Thus, not nearly one-half of 
the foil in the whole empire is cultivated ; particularly 
if we include the prodigious cantons of thofe favages 
called Mia-0e^ Yet agriculture cannot be confidered 
as brought to great perfedion in any country, until 
the arable are in proportion to all the barren lands as 
fifty to three} and we are told that this has been 
effeded in England. . 

^ £ckeii>erg. Bericht roa der ChiaciUIien Landwirthfchaft. 

All 
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All the ptovinces of China nttift not be judged hf 
ihofe of Che-kan arid ISfan-kin^ the foil of which li 
ctonfidered as formerly belonging to the fea, or an 
ihundation of the Yellow Rivet. The chief mouth 
df that river is faid to have been artciiently In the gulph , 
of Pe-tchdi^ five degrees more towards the liprth thaii 
a^ this day. Father Gaubil, in his Hiftory of the 
Moguls, fpeaks vef y fully of this charigd, without bd- 
ing willing to admit that the emperor Tu could never 
bave cdnduQed th% Yellow River like a brook, and 
that too at a period t\vo thoufand two hundred yearsfc ^ 
before our eta. But, in fafl:, the whole account 
given in the Choti-Kin^ is grofsly fabulous. Whea 
•^^e confider the map, it would feem indeed that the 
extreme irregularity in the courfe of that river had 
proceeded from dikes conftruded for the purpbfe* 
If the Chinefe do not take more efficacious meafufes 
than they have hitherto adopted, the Yellow River/ 
lAuft again occafion many embarraflments, for its 
M^indings are too confiderable ; and, if it really fell 
originally into the gulph of Pe^icheli^ it may well b@ 
expeded to refume that diredlon. 

As the Chinefe have a ftrong properifity, or rather 
aA ardetit paffion, for commerce, the emperor Ven-ii 
endeavoured to give fome confequence to the profef- 
fion of hufbandmcn, that they might be preferved 
from that fpirit of traffic and roguery, which, like a 
growing contagion, infe£ked the tiation ever fmce the 
government became defpotic uiider SchUchuan-di. But- 
the ceremony of the emperor tilling the earth, as maiiy 

roL. II. X toonnirchs 
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monarcfas of India had done before^ eould i^ot com-* 
penfate for arbitrary impofidorf a^d continual ftatuts^* 
labors. Let agriculture be freed from the (hackles 
of tyranny; and then, indead of requiring recoio* 
pences or honors, its own force will be fuffident t%, 
enfure an ample reward- 

What has moft contributed to retain the Chiaefe, 
peafants in xhe country, is the confcioufnefs that thw- 
yexatiohs are not equal to thofe of the merchants : 
but the latter always fleer againft the ftreains inil<»dl 
^ of being difcouraged by obftacles. They refemble the 
Jews, who inhabit the different dates of Aiia : their 
continual grievances goad them on ; and they purfue 
traffic, becaufe it enables them to purchafe prote&ioa 
at court. The great injuftice they es^riexKe is ia 
fbme meafure repaired by the opportunities they are . 
allowed of making illicit gain ; and, to explain this^ 
we fliall quote a paffage of the Journal of Mr. de 
Lange, agent at Pe-kin for the court of Peterfbourg. 
The gentry in China^ lays he, deftaud the merchants^ 
and take away their wares under every, kind ofpretext^ 
without their ever being able to obtain payment. On thai 
account, the traders and others who e^ercife lucrative 
profejftons at Pe-kin^ are accujlomed to chufe protedors 
among the princes of the blood and other great lords ^r 
mni/iers of the court, to whom they pay annually^ cer^ 
tain proportion of their gain* By this expedient they are 
ihfured agairfl the extortions of mandarins, and even of 
private foldiers. Without powerful protedion ajnercbant 
is a ruined man in China, a7id particularly at Pe-kin, 

where 
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'u^!f&^ every ferfon thh%1nbe has an tncwiejlable right J$ 
prmpreten/hmon tho/h who live by traffic. If any maH 
is rsflf emmgb t^ require an equifMe reparation by the 
way (fpMicjt^ei, be faih from bad ta worfe. Tbt 
mandarins^ cfter having drawn from him as much mO'- 
ney m pojfible^ do^ma fail indeed to-order thesjfeds taken 
tagufilytobe brought to the callege; but he mu/l bejiil/' 
more kmmhigUi have them taken thence. 

From the combinadon of thefe caufes, and many 
others^ it rdults^ that the number of merchants even' 
moderately rich is not very great, confidering the 
4ttahtity of ihofte and the multitude of pedlars who 
crowd together in the principal towns of the en^pire^. 
er A^quent the fairs. The exterior commerce is not 
fuppofed to amount tamore annually than* five million 
dunces of (ilver; and the ounce of that metal at 
Pe-kin is now equal to sd>out fuc fhillings and three- 
pence. 

Several Writers have (poken of the revenues of the^ 
emp^^r of Chma» but in a manner fq very vague, 
that nothing fatisfa^ry can be deduced from it, Mr. 
Salmon does! not believe that the whole imperial in- 
come amountt to more annually than twenty-two 
millions of pounds fterling. The reaPrcceipt in filver 
mod probat^y does not exceed two-thirds of that fum ; 
for W9 do not fpeak here of what is paid in kind, al- 
though it may admit of being edimated with fbme 
cxa^efs : but no perfon can cakukte the value of 
confifcotionft, which are of infinite importance to ava- 
ricious princes. 

X 2 . It 
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It fhoald be obfcrved, that, in all defpotic ftate&,? 
the revenues of the fovereigns are much lefs than wr 
are tempted to believe, confidering tlie great extent, 
cff their dominions. The fultan did not receive an- 
nually four mtlUons ©f pouads fterling from all the 
ct)untries in Europe,. Afia, and Afriea^ whith were 
tinder his fway before the bft ^I'ar. The revenues oS. 
the great Mogul" have been greatly exaggerated ; foP 
they do not in reality exceed one hundred and eighty. 
fite millions oi fuca^ or fomcwhat lefe than twenty- 
three millions fterling* 

Under the Chinefe government the eunuchs had 
introduced fa misch diforder into the finances of the 
empire, that it has hitherto been impoflible to clear 
up the chjros# The Tartars found the greater part of 
the provinKes indebted f© largely to the treaftiry, that 
the dej^t coul4 never be paid, and it was no longer 
required. The etmuchs dreamed of nothing but im-: 
polls, until they- wanted means to levy them; and, 
i^hen the people compkine«i of a tax on fait, it wasr 
commuted for another on ir©n. Some of their dread* 
fui depredaiiewis are detailed by a Chinefe author, 
called Chi'kiaij whofe expreiioifls we have preferved 
cm account of their eiiergy*' 

*' Under the ptefent dynafty,^* fays he, ** we hear 
*^ of nothing but impofts, duties, and prohibitions^ 
*^ This is exceffiye. They are levied on the moun- 
*^ tains, and on the vallies ; ontherivera, and on the 
*' feas; on fait and on iron ; on wine and on tea j on 
^ iiaens and on filks ; on paflages and on markets j 

*« on 
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•^ on brooks and t>n bridges: on all thefe, and oa 
*** many other things, I feecvery-where lhe|)r«bibU 

Ij ^ tory mark*." 

ri The emperor did not receive -the thoufandth part of 
fthefe exaftiona, which were farmed out by the eunuchs 
rto men who gave them the greater part oi: the profiu. 
To palliate the deficiency ©f the receipt, they decUrtd 
the provinces indebted for great fums, although ^hey 
proceed^ from impoCaons added to the ordinary 
•tribute. This artifice appear^dexecrable to the Ta4r- . 
tars, who had not yet, fays Father Araiot, loft their 
natural probity ; and they reformed the fait wqrks 
and cuftom-houfes, except that of Canton, which, ta 
j^fia, is^ as odious as thole of Spain and Portugal arc 
4n Europe. 

Befides all tbefe, a^otTier -exceCive abiife exifted 
^lntil it was remedied by the emperor Can- hi la 
Tepublics and moderarte government-j . thofc who rent 
lands in order to proftt by them, might be charged 
with the taxes ; bnt, ia defpotic ftates, they muft be 
required from the proprietors, otherwife the tenants 
are liable to be haraffed both by the landlord and the 
Sovereign. This was exaSly the cafe in China at the 
arrival of the Tartars, who ordered that, in future, 
^one but the real owners of .eftates iliould be relpon* 
Able for the taxes. 

The greater part of the rewemies of the emperor of 
China confift in rice, wheat, raw and Tj^oughc filk, 
hay, ftraw, tobacco, tea, and brandy. They are,. 

• CoHeaion of Imperial Edias and Rcraoaft ranees; &c. traaf- 
ikted from the Chinefe by Father Htrvlco. 

X 3 J • Xherefore^ - 
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therefore! under the neceflity of paying their oBcits 
*in the jamc ^ay ; find, as thofe articles cannot be fold 
without lofs, numberlefs mlfdemean'ours are the con- 
-feqoence. Money is always very rare wherever the 
-foverdgns do not receive impofts iu fpecie. This 
fcarcity irritates avarice on the one hand, while, on 
•the other, flavery foments luxury* People wifli tfe 
'lippear great in proportion as their real confequence is 
*4dimini(hed } and therefore, when almoft annihilated 
•by arbitrary power, the Chinefe cannot difpenfe with 
'embroidered clothes. 

In a country of flavery a poU-tax is fo natural, that 
4he Chineie, who have murmured againft all others,, 
tiave fuppoFted that impoft patiently. But the ex- 
tra&s of their regifters of capitation, fuch as they have 
Appeared in Europe, are altogether falfe, as we have 
^oved in the fecond article of this work. We (hall 
'^lot repeat here what has been faid concerning the 
^pulation of that country ; but it certainly does not 
Amount to eighty millions of fouls. The Tartars 
found (mly eleven million fifty-two thoufand eight 
iiundred and twelve families, which multiplied by 
tfivc, would not make fixty millions. Confidering 
ihe prodigious extent of China, it is much more 
thinly inhabited .than Germany ; and it would be ftill 
lefs populous but for the favorable climate c£ the 
fouthem provinces, which, according to the miffion- 
af ies, are far better peopled than thofe of the north. ' 

As the political inftitutions of that empire have not 
the fmalleft analogy ^svith the government of ancient 
Egypt, neither facerdotal nor milit^ femilies wer^ 
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^Ivetfeeii there. The Chinefe foldiets, contrary to 
the regulations of the Calafires and Hermotybes^ carry 
en commerce, "eietcife trades, and cuhivate lands, 
as was cuftomary at all times, even before portions 
were affigned to the eight banners of the Mandhuis. 
If we are to believe Father Amiot, the pay of each 
foot foldier cofts the emperor Kten-long twenty-five 
{hillings every month, \)f which, orte half is paid 
in money, and the other in rice; while thit of a* 
horfeman is thirtv-feven (hillings and fixpence, paid 
in the fame manner with the former *• 

In general, the maintenance of troops cofts inorc 
in defpotic ftates than eli'ewhere ; but it is not pro- 
bable that all the Chinefe forces, which may be di- 
vided into five clafles, are on the iame footing. The 
firft comprehends the cavalry : they have ho fire-arms 
^of any kind ; becaufe the Tartars, who perhaps 
tmderftand this part of taftics better than any 
other, are convinced that bows are much preferable to' 
mufketoons ; and they continue, like all the Parthiana 
and Scythians, to (hoot arrows when in full gallop. 
The fecond divifion is compofed of cannoniers and' 
arquebufiers : the third of pike-men : the fourth of 
infantry, who ufe bows : and, laft of all, thofe who 
are armed with fwords and bucklers. 

'The exescife of all thefe troops, fo very differently' 
armed, refembles a theatrical play in the colored* 
prints at the end of the work entitled Art Militaire 
des Chimfs. The moft ludicrous of all their farces is. 

tbincfc Art of War, p. $0. , 
X j^ per- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



at* PJULOSOPHICAL MSSEUTATXONS . 

performed by the infantry, who conceal thcmfelves 
i)ehind bucklers, .which are placed ii^ fuch a manner 
as to refemble a flower, called by the Chijxefc mei-hoa; 
^d, for this purpofe, fiv« men are obliged to lie 
upon each other horizontally Thefe buffoons after- 
•\vards counterfeit ihofe Scythian dragons, cajled luy or 
lounge with which thtir colors are covered ; and then 
they become tygers, fpringing from under their fliields 
as from a thicket to feize their prey. But their grand 
jnanoeuvre is to imitate the projeSion ofthemoon^ which 
Jerves as a buckler to ibe mount aim ^ or, as the Chinefe 
^xprefs themfelves, yen yue pai-chan tchen *. In a ge- 
neral evolution, where the five bodies of militia are 
employed, a reprefentation is given of the four cor- 
ners of the earth, which they believe to be fquare, 
and of the rotundity of the fky. This is pradifed by 
niixing the cavalry with thcsinfantry, in fuch a manner 
that it is almoft impoflibje to form any diftlnO: ide^ 
of it. Father Amiot bimfelf feems to have been yery 
ignorant of the matter ; for, to all appearance, the 
prints fent by him from Pe-kin to Paris, reprefent 
only imaginary manoeuvres, or military amufemenis, 
and, at all events, they did not deferve to be en- 
graved. 

We have not been able to afcertain how many 
troops the Tartars continue to keep on foot fince the 
conqueft } but they cannot be very numerous, if we.^ 

' • Chinefe Art of War, p. 348. — From the dragons on the 
Scythian ftandards, feems to have been derived the word Dragoon,* 
fi Tnifying a foldicr who ferres either on foot or on horfe; and 
Alexander 13 fald to have adopted that term afi^^- the Perfians. 

b^Ucve 
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believe the emperor Kien-long^ who pretended that 
one Mandhui could eafily fubdue ten men : let it be 
nnderftood, however, that they mufl be Chinefe, 
particularly v^hen concealed under their ihields to 
imitate the flower mci-boa^ or ih^projeQian of the moon. 

The emperor Kien-hng could not be ignorant, that 
the conqueft of China by his ahceftois was owing in 
a great meafure to the almoft incredible diforder into 
which the eunuchs had plunged that country, as well 
as to the wretched ftate of the Chinefe militia. Father 
Trigault, who faw thofe troops previous to the entry 
of the Tartars into Pe-kin, declares, that fuch a col* 
ledion ol vile wretches had not been feen for many 
ages in Afia. They confifted in great part of flaves 
belonging to the emperor as well as to private people, 
and all equally capable of the mod infamous fundions. 
They, or their fathers, had been fold and reduced 
into flavcry for different crimes ; and, although called 
foldiers, they were nothing more than banditti *• 

The magiftrates of China are divided into nine or* 
ders ; and this inftitution feems to be founded en* 
tirely on the fuperftitious infatuation of the Chinefe 
for the number nine. Some of our authors fpeak 
with admiration of thofe prodigious examinations un* 
dergone by candidates, previous to their being ad- 
flitted to the ofijce of mandarin. The origin of this 

* Nulla gcjjs aque vllis atque tners efl qtiam miTuarh epud Swat, . ^ 

Maxhna pars r$g'ia funt munkipia vd proprUsy 'vel majarmn fuorum 

feeler ibui perpetuamfiHitnUs-fervituUtn^ Ildem quo tempore a dcffkis 

px^cilatlonlbus vacant infima quaqtic official hajulorum^ muViorMmy ($ 

inbonefthra^ ctiamfervitla e^^r^enU Exped. ?ipiid Siuas, p. 100. 

tullom 
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cuftom IS cafily conceived, when ^ rcfleftupbftth* 
nature of the Chinefc chartt£tefs. In Eutope, it is 
cafy to be tonvinted in half an hour whethet* or noi 
h perfon can read and writ^. But in China^ oft th^ 
contrary, this requires a long fcrutiny ; for a man of 
letters, who Ihould have made himfelf acquainted 
with ten thoufand charafiers, does not perhaps knot^ 
more than three thoufand. Many proofs ire there- 
fore neceffary to determine the real extent of hi^ 
learning, and how far he can compofe in writing, 
which, if done with perfpicuity, is fo vety difficult, 
that few of the literati ate capable of eflfefting it, zi 
ift learn from the miflionaries. The lowed clafs of 
merchants at Canton have generally a fmall provifion 
of charafters by heart, fufficient for their mercantile 
affairs; and, beyond that, they neither know how 
to read nor write. Thus it becatne neceflary to infti- 
tute thofe long examinations in China, which are 
common in ail the other defpotic ftates of Afia. Ift 
Turkey the cadis and tmans are not admitted, with- 
out having undergone fome proofs j but money canf 
render the Turks and Chinefe rtiuch more leamedf 
than all their ftudies. It is pubKflied even oa the 
theatres of China, fays Mr. Torrens, that the places 
under government are all venal, as well as the office 
ddf mandarin **. , £efides,. the- want of public fchoola. 
is a great obftacle to the elevation of thofe who are 
born without fome' fortune, and whofe parents havf 
jpot the means of paying a private tutor* 

*. Rtifc nach Cliin!i|. 
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llhttt clafs of men, who require mod to be ftri6tty 
«xamiaed in China, are fubjed to no ftich formalkf. 
We fperic here of the medical prcrfieffion, liliichts 
open to evet^y perfon without any oWig«tion to ftudy 
the art of healing. Th<: firfl: rtbtions, fays MorhoflF, 
^ubKflied by the mifiwaaries in Europe, gave high 
ideJw of Ae Chinefe phyficians; but when the. work 
of Cleyer appeared, continues he, the entlmiiafm 
^t^eafed, tod their admirers have been covered with 
4-idicule*. Not one Chlnefe has any knowkdge ei*- 
•Act of the internal parts or anatomy of the human 
^ ^dy . T^ work of Dionis has indeed been publilhed 
■Ml the Tartar language ; but all the miffionaries toge- 
ther cbuld not have tranflated it into Chinefe ; and 
that book, fo little eft^emed in Europe, is certainly 
fiot fufficient to form an anatomift. AH the real 
Iciences have beai neglefted beyond belief among the 
Chinefe ; aad thtir condu^ towards phyikians wa^ 
entirely oppofite to that of the Egyptians, who v^nsre 
taccufed in this point of extreme fe verity. Some 
Greeks pretend, that they infilled death on thofe 
who fwerved from the rules prefcribed in the Her* 
metic books for the treatment of patients. We hav^ 
already obferved, that, in epidemical diforders pm* 
ceeding always from the fame caufe, and accompamedl[ 
invariably with fraiilar fymptoms, the Egyptians %crc 

• Cleyenu nuper mlts rtnxel^vst meSca Chpien/tmn m^eria^ ^m 
ifbi in iucetn frotra3a funt^ ri/um poltus^ quam applaufum mercntur i 
ac merlto pudorem tUis iiuuttunt^ qui Europe medicins ohjiarc^ 
nbn Junt vsrttl perfedionem mcdictna ChtnerJU* Horli. PpUhilt, 

»iK>. ' ........ 

•-•'- — ' light 
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right ia adopting fixed medical rules Every iick 
perfon would certaialy prefer being arbitrarily treated 
Jby a fldlfuJ dodlor to all foriauiaries whatever : buf, 
Avhen pra^itioncrs are ignorant, it is fome comfort to 
-have their pr^efcriptiong confined to a particular form. 
We fpeak however of the Egyptian regiilations on 
ihis point, without being able to afcertain any thing ; 
l>ecaufe they are not fuSciently known k is believed, 
from paflages in liberates and fome other anciei^ 
authors, that the phyficians in Egypt weise not allowed 
lo employ any medicines more viftlent than thofecon- 
Gained in their pharmacopeia But the p^jnifti'ment 
of death was mod probably confined to ocuUfts, den- 
tills, and furgeons, who bad uken upon themfelves 
to adminifter drugs improperly, beyond the bounds 
of their art. Ihe Egyptians had v<ery fevere laws 
jagainil murder j and the cringe appeared to them 
nearly the fame, whether a poor wretsch was aflaffi- 
aiated in his bed or on the high-way. 

No lawyers are found amofig thofe men called the 
literati of China; becaufe the parties have to appear 
before the judge, as in Turkey^ and throughout the 
whole of the £a(L Some have pretended that their 
l^owledge in the prafkice of the civil law was very 
f xtenfive : but^ in fu£t> they are totally ignorant of 
^onatter, as may be demonftratcd even from the 
teftimony of the miffionaries, who have moft exalted 
the qualifications of the A(iatic«. No appeal can be 
made there from any fentencc whatever. Thib is no 
lefs oppofite to the principles of civil law, thai^ con- 
formable to the inftitutions of a defpotic ftate. 

. " However 
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** However (he hw itlay reftrain a Chinefe magi- 
•* flrate in ctinainal otfes," fays Father du Halde^ 
** he is almoft abfolute in civil matters. AH contcfU 
^ relative to the property of private perfons are 
** judged by. the^ grea?t officers of the provinces with- 
^ out any appeal j although, \n affairs of coofe^ 
** quence, complaints may be lodged before the Ibve-^ 
** reign court at Pe-kin */* 

People are allowed HJcewife to complam even at 
Tunis and Morocco; but no appeals are admktei 
there in civil procedures, which are more fubje£l to 
injuftice than all others, k is feldom that a >udge 
can be led to ad partially in criminal caufes, whicbt 
tend to difturb public tranqailliiy; but he may be. 
.<:orrupted in different modes, when an aflion cion- 
cerns only private interefts. The prohibition of ap- 
peals is the more unpardonable when the rules of ja* 
rifprudence ate negleded in the procedores ; and, to 
prove that this is the cafe in China, we have only to 
extraft a paffage from the work of Father du Halde* 

*' Although the governor of the province,** fayft 
he, *' has under him the four great officers, and eacli 
•* mandarin is provided always with one or fometime© 
^* two affeffors ; yet the affairs* are not ordinarily de- 
•* cided by a plurality of votes. When the parties 
" are brought before the tribunal, or yamen^ of. any 
•' magiftrate of whatever rank, after fome few forma* 
** lities obferved by the regiiters^bailiffsjand other fuch 
** pec^le, he pronounces accordmg to his own will ;. 

and lometimes orders the perfon, who ha»- loH liis 

fuit, to receive, a number of baftinadoes." 

* Defcrlption of Chinn, vol. L 

This 
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This k cxaaiy Ac xtteAod of the Tu*kf, ipwihcftit 
the fmalleft difference. Morecaufes are judgsed and' 
decided there ia an hour, than thb tribtinal of tUrty^^ 
ai Thebes could have in^^dUgated^in tf odncfa^ Tlie^ 
deteftabie cnftom of pronouncing ^Kdiir colleis^g^^ 
votes^ aitol of heating tfae pleaders afterwaid^ eonld ' 
never havebeen^introduced or maintained butkfrft&Ptes' 
completely defpotic. Slaves ar« gdvernetf by the* 
tiudgd, and men by the law« 

The pride of the Chinefepwd^fedis^from their igno- 
rance and their fervitude : for other nations* of Afish^* 
not mone ftree^ are no lefs puffed up with ideas of their 
<iwn eonfeqiience. Theh' adherence to ancient rite» 
ift the eflfea of education; and their attachihent to* 
their native country is produced by the worflnp ren- 
dered to anceftors, near whofe tombs it is neceflary 
«o remain. Patriotifmr cannot exift in an empire' ix> 
^xtenfive as China. When fome people of former 
times p6flefifed no other domains than a town and ai 
few fteids^ round the ramparts, the fove of their cotiA- 
ifiry was extreme ; becauTe they knew each other, and 
their common poffeflions. But aChinefe, bom at 
Fe^kin, does not undcrftand the language of a native 
of Canton j and how can fuch people confider them* 
felves^ as countrymen ? This diverfity of dialeds can 
Be tifcful to the defpot alone, fcy preventii^ the pro- 
vinces from confpiring together fuddenly ; and China, 
for the fame reafon, has no pofts for conteying private 
letters. Correfpondence in that way would be too 
ilarming fer the governrtent ; and it appears^ by difc 
fercnt relations^ that the emperor is frequeirtly under 

$he 
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the aeceffity of einployin|^ foldieia to dcott his own ' 
courieri# 

Thus CWna difcovcfs nothbg in point of k^fla* 
tion more wonderful than the oiber empires isi ihe^ 
£;alt They fubfiftt becaofe it vrcmM be fvrprifing 
indeed that a ufurper ftoold not be found whenever 
a.Ibvereignia wanting; Perfia has been sol empire 
from the days of Cyroa to thofe of Kerim-kan ; and - 
nothing but fome phyfical revolution, not to be ex« 
peded, can f»'event it £rotn eoatinumg fuch £6t mtoy 
agcslongen ... 

No fooner is o«^ Chinefe dynafty hurled from the 
thronet than fome perfon prefents bimfelf for the 
fucceilionr. The people have not time to reflect; 
TChe provinces are ignorant of the event, though the • 
man is ^ready in poffeffion of the foverefgn powers. 
Frequently the fubjedfes neither know who the perfon 
is, nor whence he came; and they learn aU thofe- 
circumftances only when his power is eftablifiied^^ 
Qhina has^had a ihoemaker at one time^aitd the cookof - 
a convent at another, for its emperors; and no country,.*- 
fs^cept India, during the dynafly of the Moguls, 
ever faW'fo many fovereigns dethroned, flaugbtered, 
a|id poiDbned, without -reckoning the one who Jnlxig ! 
hinifelf at the arrival of the Tartars. , \: .^ 

. Many dreadful misfortunes would have been avoid- 
ed id thut coufltryi had the order of fuccefllon been 
regulated among the defcendants of the emperor:'* 
but -the thing is- abfoiutely impoflible, betiaufc the * 
fovereign there will not admit of any curb. The 
Mandhuis have no better political inftitutions-on-thafr 
liead than the Chinefe. [I he emperor Can-hi amufed 

himfelf 
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himfelf with the fete of his children, ^hen poi- 
foned, the Chinefe Gazette announced them dead of 
an apoplexy; and by the intrigues of the feraglio, 
hitherto not fully revealed, Tong fcheng catnc to the 
throne ; although all tha aftrologcrs of the empire 
ivould have laid wagers to the contrary. The hiftory 
of defpotic empires can ne\^r be written in a man- 
ner cither inftrudive or fatisfaftory. Great events 
arc there decided by caufes, which could not be re- 
lated without ihame, even when well attefted. The 
Chinefe are foolifh enough to believe that anciently - 
the wife of one of the emperors was employed in 
writing the^ranfadions of the feraglio, to communis . 
cate them to the annalifts of the empire. No per- 
fon, however, has feen a fingle leaf of thofe me- 
moirs, which would have merited no more belief 
than the Court Gazettes. The emperors, fays Fa- 
ther Amiot, frequently receive compliments from the 
great colleges on the vidtories which thefc gazettes 
announce ; while the flattered princes know beyond 
a doubt that their troops have been entirely defeated* 
Of this however the people and the great collegesr 
are ignorant ; for both officers and foldiers are for- 
bidden, under pain of death, to give information of 
what pafles. The general lies, and the army is filent. 

Th*s work was undertaken to fhow that no two 
nations ever refembled each other lefs than- the Egyp- 
tians and Chinefe ; and as that obje£t is now^ in my 
opinion, fully aecompliflied, it would be fuperfluous 
to proceed any further in our refearches. "^ 



- THE END. 
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